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DISSERTATION 

aN THE 

SIXTH BOOK. 

OF 

V I R G I L's iE N E 1 S. 

By William Warburton, LordBiJb^ 

^Gloucester, 

Taken from ihtDiwHt LigattM, &c. BiDokll. Seft. 4, 

TH £ purpoTe of this difcourie is to fliew, that 
w£»/i7?s adventure to the infernal shades* 
is no other than a figurative defcription of 
his iNrriATioN into thb mysteries : and 
particularly a very exa£k one of the spectacles 
of the Eleusinian. 

To.underftand the propriety of the autbor^s 
purpofe in the ufe of this fine epiibde» it will be 
proper to confider the nature of the ^neis. 

Homer's two poems had each a plain and entire 

ftory» to convey as perfedt a moral : And in this 

he is ju/ffy efteemed excellent. The Roman poet 

Vol. III. B ' could 
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could make no improvements here : The Greek 
>f as complete and perfect ; fo that the patrons of 
Virgil, even Scaliger himfelf, are forced to feek for 
his fupejior advantages iitf ^is epifodes, defcriptions, 
fimiles, and in the chaflity and corrednefs of his 
thoughts and ditSHon : In the mean time, they hare 
nil overlooked the prij^cipal advantage he had over 
-his great examplan 

Virgil found the epic poem in the firft rank of 
liuman compofitions ; "but this 'was too narrow a 
foundation for his enlarged ambition.:. He was not 
'Content fhatits fubJ6& fhauld be to inftru^i the 
"world in morals, much lefs did he think of 
PHYSICS, though he was fond of natural enqui- 
ries, and Homer's allegories had opened a back- 
.door to»let.in the philofopher with thepoet; but he 
afpirefl to tnake.it a system of PotiTics, OV 
this plan he wrote the iEheis ; which is indeed as 
perfedUy.fuch, in.verfe, by example, as the i^- 
publics of Plato and Tully were in profe, by pre- 
ach ft* Thus he added ji new province to epic 
.poefy. B«t though every one faw that Auguftus 
was fliftdowed in the perfon of ^neas, yet it being 
iuppofed that thofe political inftrutSlions, which 
the poet defigned for the fervice of mankind, were 
ibr the fole ufe Qf bis mafter, they miffed.of the 
true nature of the jKjem. And in this igoojancc, 
the fucceeding epic writers, following a poem 
whofe genius they did not underftand, wrote woxfe 
than if they had only tsdcen Homer, and his fimpler 
^lan, for their diredion. A great modern poet, 
and beft judge of their meri^ aflfures us of this 
'S^€t\ and what hath been faid will help us to ex- 
plain the reafon of it : The epic poets^ fays this ad- 
nrirable writer, have ujed the fame pra^ice (that of 
yirgf!,pfrunningtwo fables \hx.oon6)but generally car r- • 

riei 






fsxtb So4fi of VI KG lUs iEKEif . 3 

'ried it fo far as io fuperinduee a multipUcity of fables^ 
iejiroy the unity ofaSfion^ and hft their readers in an 
unreafonahle length of time *. 

Such was the revolution Virgil brought about in 
this nobleft region of poefy > an improvement fo 

frreat, that the trueft poet had need of all the af- 
iftance the fublimeft genius could lend him ; no- 
thing Icfs than the Joint aid of the Iliad and Odyfles 
being able to furnim out the execution of his great 
idea : For 2t,fyjlem of politics delivered in the example 
of a great prince, muft ftiew him in every public 
occurrence of life. Hence iEneas was, of necefli- . 
ty, to be found voyaging with.Ulyflcs, and fighting 
with Achilles. 

But if the improved nature of his fubjeft com- 
pelled him to depart from that fimplicity in the 
fable, which Ariftotle, and his beft interpreter, 
Boffu, find fo divine in Homer **; he gained con* 
.fiderable advantages by it in other circumftances 
of the compofition : r or now, thofe ornaments 
and decorations, for whofe infertion the critics 
could give no other reafons than to raife the dignity 
of the poem, become ejfential to the fubjefl. Thus 
the choice of princes and heroes for his perfonages, 
which were, before, only ufed to grace the fcene, 
now conilitute the nature of the adlion ^: And 

Ae 

* Preface to the Iliad of Warner. 

^ Nous ne trouverons point, dans la fable de 4'£nei(!e, 
cette (implicite qu'Aiiftote a trouvee fi divine dans Homere. 
Traite dupoenu epique^ !• i. c. ii. 

* — Le retour (fays Boffu) d'un horame en fa maifbn, & 
la q^jerelle de peux autres, n'ayant rien de grand en foi> de- 
Yiennent des actions illu((res & importantes, lorfque dans le 
chorx des noms, le .poete dit.que c^dUiyfTe qui retourneen 
Ithaque, $c que c^eft Achille Be Agamemnon qui quereUent, 
—He goes on,-»Ma<s il y a des alliens qui d^elles memes 

B 2 font 
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the machinery of the ^pdsi and their interventioh 
on every occafion, which was to create the mar- 
vellous^ Decomes, in this improvement, an indif- 
penfible part of the poem. A divine interpofition 
is in the very fpirit of ancient legiflation> where, 
we fee^ the principal care of the lawgiver was to 
pofTcfs the people with the full belief of a pro-» 
vidence. This is the true reafon of fo much ma- 
chinery in tbe«^neis ; for which, modern critics 
.accufe the auttt^'s judgment, who, in a poem 
written in the refined and enlightened age of Rome**, 
followed the marvellous of Homer fo clofely. 

,Bu,t this^ key to the .iEneis not only clears up a 
great inany paflages obnoxious to the critics, but 
adds an Infinite beauty to a vaft number of incidents 
throughout the whole poem : Of which, take the 
following inftances : the one in religion^ the other 
m civil policy. 

i.^neas,ln the eighthhook^ goes to the court of 
Evander, in order to engage him in a confederacy 
againft the common enemy. He finds the king and 
his people^ hufied in the celebration of an annual 
facrifice. The purpofe of the vovage is difpatched 
in a few lines, and the whole epifode is employed 
, in a matter altogether foreign to it, that is to fay, 
the facrifice, the feail, and a long hiflorv of Her- 
cules's adventure with Cacus. But it is done with 
great art and propriety, and in order to introduce 

font tr& importantesy comme teftabliffementt ou la ruine tttin 
. etatf xni itirte J'eligion, Telle eft done Taftion de T^neide, 
1. ii. c. 19. He law here a remarkable difference in the fub- 
je^ : it is fti*ange this fhonld not have led him to fee that the 
JEneis is of a different fpecies, 

* Cc qui eft beau dans Homcre potirroit avoir ftc mal reed - 
dans les ouvrages d'un poete du tema d*Augufte. Idem ib. 
h iii. c. 8. de tadmirablc* 

into 
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into this political poem that famous inftitute of Ci« 
cero in his BooiofLawsy defigned to moderate the 
excels of labouring fuperftition, the ignot^e anmo' 
nisPj as he calls them, which at that time fo much 
abounded inRome — DivQS (ff eoi^ qui coeUftts finder 
habitiy caluntOj ii oUos^ <^os ENDO coSLO MB* 

&ITA VOCAVERINT, HeRCULBM, LihiTUmy JEf- 

aJapiwtty Caftorem^ PMucem^ ^irimun — Thus 
copied by Virgil in the beginning .of £yander*s 
fpeech to j£neas. 

>^ RexEvandrui ait :Non baejolmma nobis <, . . 
Has ex more dopes y banc tanti numinis aram^ 
Vana supsrstitio, veterwnqtii ignaraiejrm, 
Inpofuit. Ssevis, hofpes Trojane^ peridis 
ServatifadmuSyUKKiTOif^Knovamiisb^mr^'i^ 

A leflbn of great importance to the pagan lawgiver. 
*Th\s Juperjtitio ignara veterum deorum was, a3 we 
have mewn, a matter he took much care to rectify 
in the mj/teries ; not by dcftroying that fpecies of 
idolatry, the worfhip of dead men, which was in* 
deed his own invention, but by fhewing why they 
paid that worfhip ; namelv for benefits done by thofe 
deified heroes to the whole race of mankind. 

•' ^uare agite^ O Juvems! jtantarum in munerc 
laudum, 
Cingite fronde contasy et pocula porgite dextris. 

The conclufion of Evander's fpeech, 

« ^^ 

** CoMMUNEMquB vocATE DfiUM, et date vim 

volentesy 

as evidently alludes to that other inftitute of Cicero, 
in the fame book of laws* Separatim nemo ha^ 
bejftt Deos : neve mvos neve advfnas mfipublice adfcitos 
PRiv ATIM c'olunto. Of which he gives the reafon 
in his Comment, fuofque Deosj aut novos aut alieni* 

B 3 genas 
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^enas coU^ confujionem habet religi&num^ &f ignotas^ 
seremonias. 

Nor ihould we omit to obfcrvca further beauty ia 
this epifode ; and in imitation ftill of Cicero ; who> ^ 
in his book t^ laws hath taken the beft of the Ro- 
man inftitutes for the foundation of his fyftem.- 
For the worihip of Hercules, as introduced by 
Evandcr, and adminiftred by the Pothii^ on the 
altar called the^rrtf maxima^ was, as Diom.Hal. tQllr 
us, the oldeft eftablifhment in Rome ; and con* 
tinued for many ages ia high veneration.. To this^. 
^e following lines allude* 

** Hone ARAM lucofiattdt^ qtta MAXiiAAfemper 
Dicetur nobis^ et erit qua maxima femper. 
'-^Jamque facerdotis^ primufque Politius ibant. 

. 2, In the ninth book we have the fine epifpde of 
' Nifus and Euryalus \. which prefent&us with many 
new graces, when, conildered (as it ought to be) as 
a reprefentation^ of. one of the moil famous and 
ilngular of the Grecian inilitutions. Crete, that 
ancient and celebrated fchool of legiflation, had a 
^eivil cuflom, which the Spartans firft, and after«» 
wards all the principal cities of Greece borrowed 
fcom them, for every man of diftinguiflied valour 
or wifdom to adopt a favourite youth ; for whofe. 
education he was ^nfwerable, and whofe manners 
he had the care of forming. Hence Nifus is faid 
to be 

" — ACIRRXMUS ARMIS, 

Ifyrtacides j 
And Euryalus, 

** Comes Euryalus^ quo pulchriok a/fer 
^ Nonfuit Mneadum^ Trojana neque induit a'rma ;. 
Ora Y\j^K prima fignans i-NTONSA juventa. 

The 
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The lovers (as they were called) and their youths 
always fervcd and fought together ; — fo Virgil of 
thcfe : ' 

•* His amor unus erat^ pariterque in bella ruehant^ 
Turn quoqui commum portanhftatiom tembanU 

The lovers ufed to mafce prefents to their favourite 
youths.— So Nifus tells hi« friend : 

** Si TiBi, qu4e posco promttunt (mm mihifa^i 
FziM fat iji) &c- 

The dates of Greece, where this inftitution pre- 
vailed, reaped fo many advantages in it, that they 
gave it the greateft encouragement by their laws t 
fo that Cicero, in his book of a Repnilic^ obferved, 
** Opprobrio fiujfi adokfcentibus Ji amatores non ha^ 
berent" Virgit has been equally intent to recom- 
mend it by air the charms of poetry and eloquence- 
The amiable charadler, the aftediiig circumflancc^ 
the tenderne& of diftrefs^ are all inimitabl/ 
painted. 

The youth fo educated v/erfe fbund^ to 6e the belt 
bulwark of their country^ and moft formidable ta 
the enemies of civil liberty*. Oa which account 
the tyrants, wheiev^i? they prevailedy ufed all their 
arts to fupprefs an inftitution fo oppoilte to private 
intereft and ambition.* The annals of ancient 
Greece afford many examples of the bravery of thefe 
bands, who chearfully attempted the moft ha- 
zardous adventures : So that- Virgil did but follow 
hiftory when he put thefe two friends on one of the 
moft daring a£lions of the whole war ; as old Alete» 
underftood it :: 

•*^ Dt patriiy quorum Jimper fuh numtne Troja tjf^ 
Non tamen otnnitio T^ucrot dtlere paratisy 
Cum talis- animosjuvenum^ tarn certa tulijiifi 
PeSlora. 

B 4^ f^^ 
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Plutarch, fpeaking of tbeThebans, in th life ofFc-^ 
lopidas, fays, that^* Gorgias firft enrolled the facred 
band, confifting of three hundred chofen m€fn> 
and that this corps wa^ f^id to be compofed of 
COVERS and their fri£nds. It is reported, fays 
he, that it continued unconquered till the battle of 
Chaeronea ; and when, after the adion, Philip was 
furveying the dead, and came to the very fpot 
where thefe three hundred fell, who had charged 
in clofe order fo fatally on the Macedonian lances, 
^nd obferved how they lay heaped upon one an* 
pther, he was amazed; and being told, that this was 
the band of Lovtrs and their Friends^ he burft into 
tears, and faid, Auurjed he they who canfujpe^ that 
thefe men either did orfuffered any thing dijhoneft. B ut 
certainly (continues my author) this inftitution of 
lovers did not arife in Thebes as the poets imagined^ 
from the passion of Laius, but from the wisdom 
of legiilators *"/' 3uch was the friendihip) ouf 
poet would here reprefent, where he jfays, 

Nifus AMORE Fio pueti ■ ■ 
and where he makes Afcanius call Euryalus^ 
Venbrande puer. 

The one dies in defence of the other ; revenges his 
death ; and then falls with him, like the lovers in 
the SACRED band: 

^^ tmriens animam alftulit hoftim 
Turn fuper exammemfefe projecit amicum 
Confoffus^ placidaque ibi demum morte quievit. 
Fortunati amboj ft quid nua carmine pojjiinty 
. Nulla £es unquam memori vos eximet avo. ■ ' * 

Th^ poet promifes them an eternal memory, not 

fcr their fake, but for the fake of the inflitution, 

he would recommend under their flory. 

* VoUii, p. %iif »i9* Brian. Edit. 

Before 
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Before I leave thefe previous circumftanceS) per- 
mit me only to obferve, that this was thefscond 
Jpecies of the epic poem j our own countiymao, . 
Milton, having produced the third: For juft as 
Virgil rivalled Homer, fo Milton emulated both of 
them. He found Homer poflefledof the province 
of marafity; Virgil of politics i and nothing left for 
him, but that of religion. This he feized, as 
afpiring to fhare with them in the government of 
the poetic world : And, by means of the fuperior 
dignity of his fubief!}, hath gotten to the head of 
that triumvirate wnich took fo many ages in form* 
ing. Thefe are the thrge /pedes of the epic poem ; 
for its largeft fphere is human a£lion^ which cah be 
confidered but in a moraly a political^ or religious 
view; and thefe the three great makers; far 
each of their poems was ftruck out at a heat, and 
came to perfe6lioii from its firft eflay. Here then 
the grand fcene was clofed, and all farther im^- 
provements of the epic at an end. 

It being now underftood, that the ^neis is in 
theftyleof ancient Jegiflation,: it is hard to think 
fo great a mafter in his art would overlook a doc- 
trine, which, we have (hewn, was the founda- 
tion and fupport of ancient politics ; namely, that 
of z future fiate of rewards and puntjhments. Ac- 
cordmgly he hath given us a complete iyflem of tt^ 
in imitation of his models, Plato's vijton of £rus, 
sndT\x\\Y*s dream of ?iQ\^\o, Again, as the law* 
giver took care to fupport this do^rine by a very ex- 
traordinary inflitution, and to commemorate it by 
a RITE, which had all the allurement of fpeflacle^ 
and afforded matter for the utmoft entbellifliments 
of poetry, we cannot but confefs a defcription of 
fuch a fcene would add largely to the grace and ele- 
gance of his work ; and muft conclude he would 

B5 be 
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be iiTV'itaJ^^ to attempt It. Accordingly, we fay, he 
hath done this likewife, in the allegorical defcent 
of ^neas into hell ; which is no other than aa*. 
enigmatical reprefentation of his initiation 

INTO THE MYSTERIES. 

Virgil was- to rcprefent a perfeft lawgiver^ in the- 
perfon of -^neas j now initiation into themyfteries. 
was what fan£tified his character aiid ennobled his 
funiSiiom^ 

Mence^ we find all the ancient heroes knd law- 
givers were, in faft, initiated ^ And it was no 
wonder the legiflator fhould endeavour, by his ex* 
ample, to give credit to an inftitution of his own^ 
creating. 

Another reafon for the Hero's initiation, was the : 
important inftrufiions he there received in matters, 
of the higheflr' moment concerning his ofEce ^. 

A third reafon for hi» initiation, was the cuftom* 
of^ feeking iuppdrt and infprration from the God> 
who prefided in ih^mj/fleries K^ 

A fourth reafon for^Bneas's initiation, was the cir- 
•cumtence in which' the poet has placed him, un- 
fettled in his afFairs,, and anxious about his future 
fortune. Now, . amongft the ufcs of initiation^ the 
advice, and dkeftion: -of the Oracle was not the; 
leaft.. And an oracular i«re<7a was foneceflary an* 
-appendijt to fome of the-ttjyfteries,^ as particularly, 
the SaTnothracian) that Plutarch^ fpeaking of Lyfan- 
"der-s initiation,, eXpreffes it by ia word that fignifies. 
tonfulting-ihe oracle^f '"Ev J^i X^fjLof^elkf: %pHriieeflt{d* 
fiiv9ti &^* On this account, Jafon, Orpheus^^ 
Hercules, .Gaftor,^and (as Macrobius fays) Tarqjiii^ 

f Hoftrerl^rcgm, ffymn. InKer, apud Pduf, Ccr'tnthi 
rDiod. p. 444; See Div. Leg. B. 3. §. 2. \ 

Ike the K^tor^o{atcr|;iii his 4tt<tM^y.W\Jji7fiyM^V*- 

5 ^^ 
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hTus Prifcus, were every one of ibcm initiated ihto' 
thefe myfterie5V 

All this,, the poet (eems cTcarlV to Eavc intiinatci 
iia'the fpecch of Anchifes to hfs (on j; 

— — «* LeShtjwomer^ firujfma corJay^ 

Drfer in Italitwk-^-Geft^dura atque afpera cuHm 

Debellanda tib^Latio dt^ Ditis tamen ante: 

Infernas accede domos ■ * * 

Turn genus omne tuumy ei fir^denturtnoeniadiilces^ 

. A fifths reafon^ was conforming to the old popu-- 
kr tradition^ which faid, that feveral other heroes^ 
ef the Trojan times, fuch as AgamemnoaandUIylles^ 
had been initiated. '^- 

A fixth^ and principal' W38, iSar Augtt^ttjs;* 
who was fliadowed in the perfon of ^neas, had^ 
Ikcn initiated into the Ei^^eu^xnian mjfitriei ^• 

While the myftepit s» were confined to Egyptr 
their native country y, and' while the Qrecinn. law-' 
givers went thither to* be initiated^ a» a- kindi^ of de^ 
iign^tion to- thei« office^ the cenemony^ wo«Id tis- 
naturaily defcribed ia> terms^ highly, allegorical.- 
This was in part owing to- the genius-of the^gj^p^ 
tian manners ;• in^^part, to- the humour o£ tr^ivel^ 
krs 3^ but moft of all to the policy of lawgivers^ ;^ 
who, returning, home,^ to civiliea 2ts barbarous 
people by laws^nd arts,v found it-ufeful aad nece£»- 
iary (in order to fupport their o\yi characters y, and- 
to eftablifh- the fundai^aentaL principle- of ;u (utuie 
ftate) 'to reprefent that initiation, in. which they 
few the ftaterirf departed mortals in machinery,, as 
ajt-aAualdeTisem itKo b^Ilv K^hit way offpcaking^ 

^ Scholia ApoHon. Rhod. AVg. 1, x, ycrv-gti^i- 

was 
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■ 

was ufed by Orpheus, Bacchus, and others ; and 
continued even after the myfteries were introduced 
into Greece, as appears by the fables of Hercules^ 
Caftor and Pollux, and Thefeus's defcent into hell. 
But the allegory was generally fo circumftanced as 
to difcover the truth concealed under it. So Or- 
pheus is faid to get to hell by the power of his 
harp: . 

** Threiciajreius citharaj fidibufque canms: 

That is, in quality of lawgiver ; the harp being 
the known fymbol of his laws^ by which he huma- 
itized a rude and barbarous people. So again, ia 
the lives of Hercules and Bacchus, we have the t'^ue 
hiftory, and the fable founded on it, blended and 
recorded together. For we are told, that they 
were in fadi initiated into the EleuHnian myfteries ; 
and that it wasjuft before their defcent into hell, 
as an aid and ^curity in that defperate under- 
taking ". Which, in plain fpeech, was no more 
than that they could not fafely fee the ^nc/i tilt 
they had been initiated. The fame may be faid of 
what is told us of Thefeus's adventure. Near 
Eleufis, there was a well called Callichorus ; and, 
adjoining to that, TLftone^ on which, as the tra- 
dition went, Ceres fat down, fad and weary, on 
tier coming to Eleufis. Hence the ftone was named 
Meguftns^ the melancholy ftom ". On which account 
it was deemed unlawful for the initiated to fit 
-^ thereon. For Ceres (fays Clemens) wandmng 
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iAout htftarcb of her daughter Proferpine, when Jb/^ 
came U £leufis, grew weary^ and fat down melqn^ 
cboly on the fide of a well. So thaty to this very day^ it 
is unlawful for the initiated to fit down there^ left they 
who are now become perfeSiy fhould feem to imitate her 
in her defolate condition ^. Now let us fee what thejf 
tell us concerning Thefeus's defcent into hell. Thert 
i^alfoajione (fays the Scholiaft on Ariftophanes) 
calud by the Athenians, Agelaftus ; on which, they 
fay^ Thcfeus fit when he was meditating his defcent 
into hell. Hence the ftone had its name. Or terhape 
hecaufe Ctxts fat there weeping when Jhe fought rvokr- 
pine ^ All this feems plainly to intimate, that 
the defcent oi Thefeus was his entrance into the £/ri/- 
finian myfteries\ which entrance (as we fhall fee 
hereafter) was a fraudulent intrufion. 

Both Euripides and Ariftophanes feem to con* 
firm our interpretation of thelb defcents into hell. 
Euripides, in his Hercules furens, brings the hero, 
juft come from hell to fuccour his family, and de* 
flxoy the tyrant Lycus. Juno in revenge profe* 
cutes him with the furies ; and he. In his tranf* 
ports,, kills his wife and children, whom he mi* 
Hakes for his enemies. When he comes to him- 
felf, he is comforted b7 his friend Thefeus ; who 
would excufe his exceiies by the criminal, examples 
of the gods : A coniideration, which *^ greatly en- 
couraged the people in their irregularities } and 
was therefore obviated in the myftenes, by the de- 
te6lion of the vulgar errors of polytheifm. Now 
Euripides feems plainly enough to have told us 
what he thought of the fabulous defcents into helli 
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By making liercules reply like one juft come frofflC 
the celebration of the myfteries, and entrufted 
with the dTofptifa,, The ixampUsy fays he, 'which' 
ydU bring of the godij are nothing to the purpofe. I 
cannot think them guilty of the crimes imputed to them. 
1 cannot apprehend how one god can be thefovereign of 
another god, — J god who is truly fo^ fiands in need of 
no one. RejeSf we then thefe idle fahlesy which the 
poets teach concerning them^ A fecret, which The- 
feus, Twhofe entrance Into the myfteries was only 
a frauaufent intrufion)? we mui): fuppofe, had not 
yet learnt. The comic poet,, in his^6>^j, tells uS' 
plainly what he too underftood of the ancient He- 
ro's defcent into hell, by the equipage, which he: 
gives to Bacchus,, when he brings him in, enquir- 
ing the way of Hercules^ It was the cuilom, at 
the celebratioa of the Ereiifmian myfteries, as we 
are toliby the fcholikft»on. the place,, to have what 
was wanted" in thole rftes, carried' upon affcs,. 
Hence the proverb, Afmus portat myfteria : Accord- 
ingly the poet introduces Bacchus, followed by hist 
buffoon fervant Xanthius bearing a bundle -in like: 
manner, and riding on $ii afs^ And' left the mean- 
ing of this fliould be miftaken,, Xanthius,. on Her- 
cules'^ telling Bacchus that the inhabitants of Ely-- 
Hum were the initiated^ puts ihy and fays,. Jnd I 
am the afi carrying myfteries.^ This was fo broad X- 
hint, that it feems to hav^awakened the old fcho- 
llaib; who, when he conies to that place, where* 
i^'^ chorus of the initfatcd' appear, tells* us, we are- 
not to underftand" this. fcene as really lyfng in the- 
•^/jj/J^/i^ii,. butiflthe 'Eleusinian Mysteries.. 
Here then, as was the c^fe in many other of the^ 
^ftncient fables, the pompouihefs of the expreilioni 

• 
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Betrayed willing pofterity into the marvelhus. But 
why need we wonder at this in the genius of more 
ancient times, which delighted to tell the com- 
moneft things in z highly figurative manner, wh^n^ 
a writer of fo late an age as Apuleius, either in imi- 
tation of antiquity, or perhaps in compliance to- 
the received phrafeology of the wyfiericsj defcribes 
his initiation in the fame manner: jtccejji canfimum^ 
mortis ; *& f^/ca/d Proferpinae Uminej per omnia veffus<> 
elemeuta remeavl r ntrSfe media vidi folem candido coruf" 
cantem lumtnty JBeos inferos fcf Deosfuperos. AcceJJi. 
eoraniy & adoravi de proximo *. -/Eneas could not 
have defcribed his night's j[ourney to his com- 
panions, after he had been let out of the ivory 
gate, in properer terms, had jt been indeed to be 
underftood as a- journey into hell; 

Thus^ we fee^. Virgil was obliged to Have hia^ 
hero initiated r and* that he had ' the authority of 
febulous antiquity to call this initiation a defceht. 
into hell.. And furely he made ufe of his advan- 
tages with great j udgment ; for fuch a lidlion ani- 
mates the relation,, whiclr, delivered oat of alfe— 
gory, had* been too cold and flat for epic poetry. 

We fee, from the heroes urging the example of 
thofe heroes and lawgivers, who had been initiated, 
before him, that his- requeft was only for an initiation :: 

** Si poiuit manis arcejfere cmjugis Orpheus,. 
Threiciafretm cithara fdibu/que canoris.:. 
Sifratrem Pollux alterna martcriedemitf., 
Rque reditque <viam toties: quid Th'efea ihagnum^ 
^id memorem Akidca \ &f nd genus ah Jov6^ 
fummo. 

Jb 18 to beobferved, that Thefeus is the only on&of 
4tfiefe ancient heroes not recorded in hiftory. to have: 

JL».ij« J^rope finenu. 
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been initiatedj though we have ihewn that his de* 
fcent into hell was, like that of the reft, only a 
participation of the myfterles. The xeafon is, bis 
entrance was a violent intrufion. 

Had an old poem, under the name of Orphegs, 
intitled, a defcent into htUy been now extant, it 
would, perhaps, have (hewn us that no more was 
meant than Orpheus's initiation ; and that the idea 
of this fixth book was taken from thence. 

But further, it was cuftomar^ for the poets of 
the Augufian age to exercife themfelves on the fub* 
je<Sl of the myfteries, as appears from Cicero, who 
defires Atticus, then at Athens, and initiated^ to 
fend to Chilius, a poet of eminence ', an account 
of the Eleufinian myfteries i in order, as it would 
feem, to infert into fome poem he was then 
writing ". Thus it appears that both the ancient 
and modern poets afforded Virgil a pattern for this 
famous epifode. 

Even Servius faw thus far into Virgil's defign, 
as to fay, that many things were here delivered 
according to the profnmd learning of the Egyp- 
tian theology'^* And we have ihewn ^ that the doc- 
trines taught in the m^eries^ were invented By 
that people. But though I fay this was the ppet's 

feneral defign, I would not be fuppofed to think 
e followed no other guides. Several of the cir- 
cumftances are borrowed from Homer ; and fevc- 
ral of the philofophic notions from Plato : Some 
of which will be taken notice of in their^place. 

< See Lib. I. £p. 16, odMticum, 

« Chilius te rogat & ego ejus rcgatu - ETMOATIIAfiN 
IIATPIA. Lib. L Ep. 9. adAtticum. 
^ Mubaper ahamjcieutiam tbeologkorum JEgyptiorumm 
* See Div. Leg. 9. IL $• 4. 

The' 
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The great manager in this aflfair, is the Sibyl ^ 
and, as a virgin, ibe fuftains two principal and 
diftinil parts : that of the infpired prie/fi/sy to pro- 
nounce the ORACLE, (whofe relation to the wjj/^ 
teries is fpoken of above) and that of the hUro^ 
phant to condud the initiated thro' the whole cele- 
bration. Her firft part begins, 

^* Vintum erat adlinun^ cum virgo^ pofcere £ita 
Tempus ait, Deusy tcce^ Dius ^-*« 

And ends, 

'^ Ut primum ceffiifuroTy a rabida era pdirwa. 
Her fecond part begins at, 

J attfangtini divum^ 
Tros Aruhijtadi ■ ■ . ■ 

and continues through the whole book. For, as we 
have obfenred, the initiated had a guideorcon- 
^H^o^j called 'l%ofd/lnf, Mufur^iu IfffiJ^ m- 
differently jof either fex y, who was to inftrud him. 
in. the preparatory ceremonies, and lead him 
through, and explain to him all the {hews and rc- 
prefentations of the myfteries. Hence Virgil calls 
her, magna facerdosy and ^^^f^m^, words of equi- 
valent fiffnification : And this, becaufe the myfte- 
ries of Ceres were always celebrated in Rome by 
female priefts ». And as the female myftagogue, 
as well as male, was devoted to a (ingle life % fo 
was the Cum^ean fibyl, whom he calls caJiafAylla. 

«#rf/a#. ScM. Eurip. HippoL UiKif^Af KveJi»f rdf 
rtlf^£ktifjuiijp&' hfMr<pti<rl. ScboL Pind.Fftbion. 
» So the latyrift. 
" Pduca adeo Cersris atttai c^ntb^irt dtgnai 

Juv. Sat. 6. 

a/.v. 674. r r 
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Another reafon why a prieftcfs is given to condu<9E 
him is, becaufe Proferpine prefides in this whole at- 
fair. And the name of the prieftefs in the Eleufi-- 
nian myfteries (hews that (he properly belonged to 
Proferpine; though fhe was alfo called the prieftefs 
of Ceres. ** The ancients, fays Forphyrius, called 
the prieftefles of Ceres m4 a 10-9-01, as being the mi- 
niflers or hferophants of the fubterraneous goddefs, 
and Proferpine herfelf M2Ai7®/)r< **.'*^ And iEneas 
addreiTes her in the language of the afpiratity to th*$ 
hieropha^^t : 

■ ' ■ ** Potes namque omnia: nee U 
Nequidquam hiih Hecate prafecit Averms* 

And ihe anfwers much in the langnage of thoftr 
lacred miniflers^ 

• •• ^odfi tamfus amor^ &c. ■ 

■■■ it litSAVojuvat indulgire hbort I 
Aecipi quae peragenda priufk ■ 

For in/anus is the fame as c#9»^iflcru3^> 2int[ this as^ 
we are told by Strabo, was an infeparable circum- 
ftance of the nu'ftcries ^. 

The firft inlBtruftion the prieftefs gives ^neas,^ 
Is to learch for the golden bough, facred to Pro-r 
fcrpine, 

** Aureus isffolifs (J lenU wnirn ramus, 
Junoni intQrnx facer* 

Servius can make nothing of thfs cfrcumftancev 
He fuppofes it might poflibTy allude taatrce in the 
middle of the fecred grove of Diana*s temple in 
Greece : whcre^ if a fugitive came for fanftuary^ 
and could get off a branch from the tree^ which. 
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was carefully guarded by the priefts, he was tt> 
contend in fingie combat with one of them ; and 
if he overcame, was to take his place. Though 
nothing can more foreign to the matter in queftion 
than this rambling account, yet the Abbe Banier 
is content to follow it **, for want of a better. But 
the truth is, under this branch is concealed the 
wreath of myrtle^ with which the rnttiated were 
crowned at the celebration of the myftcrics •. For> 
j» The golden bough is faid to be facred to Profcr- 
pme, and fo we are told was the myrtle : Profers- 
pine only is mentioned all the way ; partly becaufc 
the initiation is dcfcribed as an a£lual defcent into^ 
hell J but principally becaufe, when the rites of 
the myfteries were performed, Ceres and Profer- 
.pine were equally invoked ; but when the fiews 
were reprefented, Proferpine atone preiided r Now^ 
this book is ar Feprefentation of the (hews of the 
myfteries. 2. The quality of this go/den bought 
with its Unto viminej admirably defcribes die ten* 
der branches of myrtle. 3. The doves of Venus, 
are made to dired ^neas to the tree i 

•* Turn, maxhnus berox 
Msrfemas agnofcit aves. 

They flv to it, and delight to red upon it, as theiit 
miftrefs s favourite tree. 

** Scdibus optatis geminafuper arbarefidunt. 

For the myrtky as iis known to every one^ wat- 
confecrated to Venus.. But there is a. greater pror^ 
priety and beauty in this difpo&ion than appears at 



* Explicate Hifior, des Tables y Vol. 11. p. 13?. Ed. 1715. 
Jrl/fo^h. RanisM. 

firfll 
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firft fight. For sot only the myrtle was dedicated 
to Proferpine as well as Venus, but the doves lik&- 
wife, as Porphyry, informs us ^ But the reader 
may afk, why is this myrtle branch reprefented to 
be of goUf Not merely for the fake of the mar^ 
vellousj he may be aiTured. K^oUin bmgb viz:^^ 
literally, part of the facred equipage in the (hews 
of the myfteries. For, the branch which was 
ibmetimes wreathed into a crown, and worn on 
the head, was at other times carried in the hand* 
Clemens Alexandrinus tells us & from Dionyfius 
Thrax the grammarian, that it was an Egyptian 
cuftom to hold a branch in the zSt of adoration* 
And of what kind thefe branches were, Apuleiua 
tells us in his defcription of a proceffion of the 
initiated in the myfteries of Ifis. ^^ Ibat teriiu$^ 

attolUnS PALMAM AURO SUaTILITfiR F0LIATAM> 

mc nm MercuriaUm itiam Caduceum V* The 
golden brafuh then and the Caduceus wqre related. 
And accordingly Virgil makes the former do the 
ufual office of the latter, in affording a free paflage 
into the regions of the dead. Again, Apuleiu% 
defcribing the fifth perfon in th^ proceffion, &ys : 
^* ^uintus^auteam vamum aureis cmgiftam ra» 
MULis V So that z golden bought we fee, was a9 
important implement, and of very complicated in* 
tention in the (hews of the mjlieries. 

^neas having now poilefled nimfelf of the golden 
iougby a paiTport as neceiTary to his defcent^ as a 
myrtle crown to initiation^ 

'* Sed non ante daiur teL'uris operta fubircy 
Juricomos quam quis decerpferit arbore foptus* 

t Porpb* de Ahft, 1. ir. §« i6* 
I Strom. ]. V. p. 568. 
* Afetam, !• xi. p. 38). 
' Metam. 1. xu p. 383. 

« Sid 
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Carries it into the fibyl's grot : 
*^ Et vatis pmrtat fub U&afibyUa. 

And this was to defign the initiation into the leffir 
mjfteries : For Dion Chryfoftom " tells us, it was 
perfprmed it J/jt^/tAdfJi ft/xp«, in a little narrow 
chapel, fuch a one as we muft fuppofe the fibyl's 
grot to be. The initiated into thefe rites were 
called MuVai. 

He is then led to the opening of the defcent : 

^' Speltmca zltzfuit^ vaftoque immanis hiatu 
Scrupeay tuta lacu nigro mmommqui tenebris. 

And his reception is thus defcribed : 

** Sub pedibus mugtre folum i^ juga caepta moveri 
Syharum ; vifaque canes ulutan perumbramj 
jfdventante Uea. 

How iimilar is all this to the fine defcription of the 
poet Claudian, where profefTedly, and without dif- 
guife, he fpeaks of the tremendous entry into thefe 
myftic rit«. 

** yammihi cemuntur trepidis delubra moveri 
Sedibus^ fff daram dijpergere fulmina lucem^ 
Adventum te/taia Dei. Jam magnus ab imis 
Auditur fremitus ierrisj templumque reinugit 
Cecropium ; fandafque faces attollitELBUSiN ; 
Anguis Triptolemi itridunt, ^ fquamea curvis 
Colla levant attritajugis — ; ■ ' '■ 
Ecce procul ternas Hecate variatafiguras 
Exoritur K 

Both thefe defcriptions agree exa£l:ly with the re« 
lations of the ancient Greek writers on this fubjeS. 
Dioh Chryfoftom, fpeaking of initiation into the 

» Orat. t%. 

* De Raptu Proferp, Tub initio, 

myfteries^ 
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myfteries, give us this general idea of it : ** Juft fo ■■ 
it is as when one leads a Greek or Barbarian to be 
initiated in a certain myftic dome, excelling in 
beauty and magnificence ; where he fees many my- 
ftic fights, and hears in the fame manner a multi- 
tude of voices; where darknefs and light alter- 
nately affect his fenfes ; and a thoufand other un- 
common things prefent themfelves before him ".'* 

The vifaque canes ululare per umhram^ is fully 
explained by Pletho in his Scholia to the magic ora- 
cles of Zoroafter : ^* It is the cuftora in the <:ele- 
^bration of the^myfteries, to prefent before many of 
the initiated, phantafms of a canine figure, and 
other monftrous fliapes and appearances." 

The poet next relates the fanatic agitation of the 
fnyftagogue^ on this occafion, 

" Procul^ procul e/iej prcpham^ 

^onclamat vates^ tatoque ahfiflite luco, 

— — Tantum effata^furemMntrofe imimfit aperto. 

So ftgain, Claudian, when he counterfeits in his 
own j>erfon, the raptures and af^onifhment of the 
initiated^ and throws himfelf, as it were, like the 
fibyl, into the middle of the fcene. 

— r— '' Grejfus removete^ profanl^ 

^^am furor humanos de nojiro pe^fore fenfus 

ExpuUt* ' 

The PROCUL 6 procul este profani of 
the fibyl, is a literal tranflation of the formula ufed 
by the myftagogue, at the opening of the myfteries : 

EKA2, EKAS E2TE, BEBHAOI. 

* But now the poet intending to accompany his 
hero through all the myfterious rites of his initia^ 

■ Orat. t%. 

iion 
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ilon^ as confcious of the imputed impiety, in 
bringing them out to open day, ftops ftiort \n his 
narration, and breaks out into this folemn apology : 

^* Dily quihus imperitan e/i animarunty wnbraqtu 

JUenttS'i 
Et Chaos ^ Phlegeth^n hca noSie fdentia laUy 
Sii mihifas audita loqui : fit numine veftro 
Pander e res altd terra ^ calhlne merfas 

Claudian, who (as we have obfccved) profefles 
openly to treat of the Eleufmian myfteries at "a time 
when they were .in little veneration, yet, in com- 
pliance to old cuftom, excufes his undertaking in 
the fame manner : 



-«< 



D/V, qutbus i?i numerum^ &c* 



Vos mihi facfarum penetralia pandite^reruniy 
£t vejlri fccreta poli^ qua lampade Ditem 
'Flexit Amor^ quo duSfaferox Proferpina raptu 
¥offedit dot ale Chaos ; quantafque per eras 
Soflicito genetrix erraverit anxia curfu ; 
Unde data populis legesy {sf , glande reli^a^ 
Cejferit inventis Dodonia quycus arijlis. " 

Had the revealing the myfteries been as penal at 
Rome, as it was in Greece, Virgil had never ven- 
tured on this part of his poem. But yet it was 
efteemed impious % and what is more, it was in- 
famous. 



» De RaptuProfefftna, 1. 1. fub Init. 
. " -^Atbenis initiatus [Augufiu^'\ cum poftea Rom.ie pro tri- 
bunali de privilegio faccrdotum Atticae Ceicris eogoorceret^ 
& quaedam fecretiota proponerentnr, dim'iflb conci]io& coro- 
na circumftantiurr, Iblus audiit di/ceptafit€S» Sueton. L ii, 
O^av* Jug, c, ^%» 

— .'^ VJttaho^ 
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•— ** Vetaho^ qtd Cererisfacntm 
Vulgar it arcana^ fub iifdem ; 
Sit trabibus^Jragilemque mecum 
Solvat phafetum „ HoR. 

He therefore does it covertly, and makes this apo- 
logy to thofe who faw into his meaning. 

The hero and his guide now enter on their 
journey : 

** Ibant obfcurifoJafub mife per umbras : 
Perque domos ditts vacuasj Csf inama regno, 
^ualeper incertam Itmamfub luce maligna 
Eft iter infylvis ; uhi caelum candidit umbra 
Jupiter^ £ff rebus nox abjiulit atra colorem* 

This defcription will receive much light from a^ 
pafTage in Lucian*s dialogue of the tyrant. As a 
. company made up of every condition of life, are 
voyaging together to the other world, Mycillus 
breaks out, and fays : ^' Blefs us ! how dark it is i 
where is the fair Megillus ? who can tell, in this 
fituation, whether Simmiche or Phryna be the 
handfomer ? every thing is alike, and of the fame 
colour ; there is no room for rivalling of beauties. 
My old cloak, which but now prefented to your 
eyes fo irregular a figure, is become as honourable 
a garb, as his majefty's purple. They are, indeed, 
both vanifhed, and retired together under the fame 
cover. But my friend, the cynic, where are you J 
give me your hand : You are initiated in the Eleu- 
iiitian myfteries. Tell me ntnu^ do you not think 
this very like the blind march they make there ? CY. 
O I extremely: And fee y here comes one of the furies^ 
4ss Iguefs by her equipage^ her torch^ and her terribU 
hoks^.^ 



LudamCdtaphts^ 
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The fibyl, on their approach to the mouth of 
the cavre, had bid ^neas call up all his courage, as 
being now to undergo the fevereft trials, 

" Tuque invade v!am^ v^glna^ui eripe ferrum: 
Nunc ariims (tpusj Miufx^ nunc pe^areJSnHi 
Thsfe trials were of two forts : the encountrin^ 
real labours and difficulties ; and the being expofed 
to imaginary and falfe terrors. This latter was 
fubmitted to by all the initiated in general : The 
frther was referved for chiefs and leaders. On 
which account, rVirgil defcribes them both in their 
order, as they weue both to be undergone by his 
hero. The firft in thefe words : 

" Vejiibulum ante ipfunty primifque in faudbusorci^ 
Lucius & ultricespofuere cubtlia cura : 
Pallentefque" habitant morbi^ triJiifquefeneSIus : 
Ef metus^ et mak-fuada famcs^ et iurpis egejfas • 
Terribiles mfu forma \ Lethumque^hhofque : * 
Turn confanguineus Uthifoper^ et mala mentis 
Gaudioy mortiferumque adfuerfd in limine helium^ 
Ferreique Eumenidum thalamic et dlfcordla demem 

' Fipereum crinem vittis innexa cr'uentis. 

To underftand the force of this defcription, it will 
be n^eflary to tranfcribe the account the ancients 
have left us of the probationary trials in the my/l 
tenes ofMvTH&AS ; whofe participation was more 
particularly afpired to by chiefs and leaders of 
armies ; whence thefe initiated were commonly 
called the Soldiers ofJVIithras % « No one 
(fays Nonnus) could be. initiated into thefe my fte- 
nes [of Mithras] till he had paffed gradually 

* E'lfbefate, Ronmni cofmnilitonei ejus, jam non ah ipfo /«, 
d:candi, jed ai, ahquo MiPHR^ militb ; qui cum iditiatur 
mjpeUjy &c. 1 ertul. de Coioa. Mil. 

•Vol. III. C through 
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through the probationary labours, [by which 
he was to acquire a certain apathe and fane-- 
tity.] There were eighty degrees of thefe la- 
bours., , from lefs to greater. And when the afpi- 
rant h^s gone through them all, he is initiated/' 
Thefe labours arc,«^to pafe through fire ; to en- 
iiliire cpld, hui^ger, andthirft; to undergo much 
jpurneyings; and, in a word^ every toil of this 
nature '. 

The fecoixd foxt of trial w^re the imaginary ter- 
r»rs of the myileries ; jand thefe Virgil defcribes 
next« And to difiinenifh them from the real /a- 
tours preceding, he ieparates the two accounts by 
that jBne circumftance of the tree ofdreamSy which 
introduces the latter. 

**/;i medio ramos annofaqui brachia pflndit 
Ulmus opaca^ ingem: quam feiem fimnia vulg9 
Vena tmere f0runtj foliifque Jub omnibus baerentp 
Multaque prater ea variarum mmftra ferarum^ 
Centauri In foribus Jiabulant^ fcyllaqtu biformesy 
Et centum geminus Briareus^ et beUua lema ; 
Horrendumjiridens^fiamnufque armata chimara : 
GorganeSy Harpyaque et forma tricorporis umbra^ 

Thefe terribiles vifu form^e^ are the fame which 
PJetho calls dh^QKOTA rtif (Jioffif fdfffJLArA^ as feen 
in the entrance of the myfteries 5 and which Celfus 
tells us w;ere likewife prefentcd in the Bacchic 
ri.tes % Thefe are faid to be veftibulum ant£ ipfum * 
and Themiftius informs us, that the veftibule was 
the place of all the myftic terrors, rrf t£^Wa««* 

' Nonnus infeatndam Nazienx* Stoletetttkam* 
^du^TA vcpeifciyuft. Ong, eont, Cel 1, iv. 
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And now we foon find the hero in a fright. 

•* Corripit bicfubitd tretiiut farmi£niferrum 
JEneas^JhiSfamqui aaem vituentibus offerU 

M^ith thefe alFedions the ancients rcprefent the ini- 
tiated as poiTefled on his firft entrarice into thefe 
holy rites *' Entering nbw into the myftic dome 
(fays Themiftius) he is filled with terror and 
amazement* He is feized with folicitude, and % 
total perplexity: He is unable to mov« a ftepfbr-* 
ward, and is at a lofs to find the entrance to. that 
road which is to lead him to the place he afpires to. 
Till the prophet [die Vates] or condudbr laying 
open the veftibuk of the temple, He *." To the 
fame purpofe, Prochus : ** As in the moft holy 
myfteries (fays he) before the fcene of the myftic 
vinons, there is a horror infufed over the minds of 
the initiated, fojtfc" 

The adventurers come now to the banks of Ci?ry* 
tus : JEnezs is furprized at the crowd of ghofts, 
that hover round it, and appear impatient for a 
paflage. His guide tells him they are thofe who 
have not had the rites of fepulture performed ta 
their manes ; and fo are doomed to wander up and 
down for a hundred years, before they can be ptfr^ 
mitted to crofs the nver : 

- ** Imps inhumataque turba eft : 
Nee ripas datur horrendas^ nee rautafiuenia 
Tranfportare prius, quamfedibus offa quierunU 
Centum errant annos^ volitantque haclitdracircam. 
Turn demum admtfft Jiagna exoptata revifunt. 

We are not to think this <dd notion took its. rife 
from the vulgar fuperftition. It was one of the 

« 

*■ Orat, in Patrem, 

" In plat, TheoL l.iii. c. i8. 

C 2 Vfifcft 
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-*\^i(eft contrivances of ancient politics ; and cani» 
originally from Egypt, the fountain-head of legis- 
lation* Thofe profound mafters of wifdom, in 
projedling. for the common good, found nothing 
livould more contribute to the faftty of their fellow- 
X citizens :th^ the public and folemn interment of 
^edead:;^ a*, without this provifion, private m ur- 
*4dersi3[p'ght b^^aiily and fecurely committed. They 
■thcreforejntjji^^c^ tbecu^n^of pompous funeral 
rites. -Andy as Herodotus and Diodorus tell us, 
Vefipof ^11 people ihe moil circumftantially cere- 
njjpnip^us ^in the obferviuice of them. To fecure 
Viefe .fey t^e, force ofj religion, as well as civil cu- 
:iftom;j thc}*^ taught that the deceafed could not retire 
to a. place of reft-, till thde, rites were performed. 
The, J^oj^on. fpread fo wide, and. fixed its roots fo 
^eep, that the jiibftance of the fuperltition remains^ 
even to this day^ ^in moft civilized countries. By 
Ig tffc&ujal a method did the legiflature gain its epo, 
the fequri^ of.the dtizea. There.is a circumftance 
jn claffieal antiquity, which wiUfufficienUy inform 
lis of how great moment thefe rites were efteemed. 
HoMJEi^, jSopji^CLES, and JSuRiPic^cs, are cpn«. 
feffed, t9 he the greateft mafters of their art, and to 
h^^ve given us ..the beft models of it. Yet, in the 
ludgment of modern critics, the funeral rites for 
J^atroclus in the Iliad, and for Ajax and Polynices 
inthe .Ajjaxj and the Phienicians, are a vicious con- 
tinuation of the ftory, which violatea the unity of 
thp a(SiQru.. But tl^ey did not confider, that funeral 
rites were anciently deemed an infeparable part of 
the hero's ftory : And therefore thofe great mafters 
of defign could not underftand the a£tion to be corn- 
pleat,' till that important circumftsUice was ad- 
jufted ^* . . 

^ See HfroJ, 1. ii. c< t3^« 

But 
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But the E^ptian fage found afterwards another 
ofe in this opinion ; and by artfully turning it to a 
punifhment on infol vent debtors, ftrengthened 
public credit^ to the grea^ advantage of commefce^ 
and, confequently^ of civil community, For» 
inftead of that general caftom of modern Barba* 
rians to bury infolvents alive,, this polite ap4 hu^ 
Riane people had a law of greater efficacy, which 
denied burial to them when dead. And here the 
learned Marfham feems to^ be miftaken, when he 
fuppofes, that the Grecian opinion of the wan* 
dering of unburied ghoib arofe from thjs inter- 
di£lion of fcpulchral rites ** On the contrary it 
appears, that the law was founded on the opinion, 
originally Egyptian, and not the opinion on the 
law i for the law had na other fan^Uon than the 
opinion*^ 

in a word, had not our poet conceived it a mat-* 
ter of much importance, he had hardly dwelt fo 
long upon it, or returned again to it)", or laid fo 
much ftrefs on it^ or made his hero fo attentively 
coniider it : 

*« Qmftitit Anchifa faiusy l^vejitgiafrtjftty 

MULTA PUTAN««^ 

But having added-^— ** Sortemque animo mlfiratus ini-»- 
^uam ;" and Servius commented, Iniqua ehitn 'firs 
ijl punirt propur aberius mgligtrUiam : nee entm quit 
£ulpafua caret fipukbro r Mr. Bayle cries out, " Tf^at 
injujiice is this ! was it tbi fault of thefe fouls that their 
bodies were not interred t But neither of them know* 

^ Canon ChroniciMi Secnliim rx. 5» j» . 
y Ver. 373, &fcfi. '• ■■' 

•Quelle injuftice! ctoit ee la fautc de ccs amcs que lenrr 
corps n'euiTent pas iti enterres. Kijponf^ ^U9C ^^t d'uif 
Froviacialf p. 3. c. lat. * 
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ing the origin of this opinion, nor feeing its ufe, 
the latter afcribes that to the blindnefs of religion, 
which was the ifiue bf wife policy. Virgil, by his 
firs imqua^ means no more than that in this, as 
well as in fcveral other civil inftitutions, a public 
benefit wtas often a private injury, 

'Fhe next thing obfervablc is the ferry-man, 
Charon ; and he, the learned well know, was a 
fubftantial Egyptian ; -and, as an ingenious writer 
fays^ fairly exifting in this world *. The cafe was 
plainly thus : The Egyptians, like the reft of 
mankind, in their defcriptions of the other world, 
ufed to copy from fomething they were well ac- 
quainted with in this* In their funeral rites, which, 
as we obferved, was a matter of greater moment 
with them than with any other people, they ufed 
to carry ' their dead over the Nile, and through the 
marfli of Acherufia, and there put them into fub- 
terraneous caverns j the ferry-man employed in 
this buiinefs being, in their language, cjilled 
Charon, Now in their myfteries, the defcription 
of the paffage into the other world was borrowed, 
as was natural, from the circumftances of their fu- 
neral rit^s. And it might be eafily proved, if there 
were occaflbn, that they themfelves transferred 
thefe realities into the MT0O2, and not the 
Greeks, as later writers generally imagine, 
' Charon is appeafed at the fight of the golden 
hough. 

. " > • " ** Ille admirans venerahile donum 
,FataIis VirgeSj longo post teu^okz vifunt^ 
fiut It isreprefented as the paffport of all the an- 
cient heroes who had defcended Into hell; how 
then could it be faid to be lang9 poji tempore 

* BlackweU, in his life of Homer. 

vifumy 
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Vifum^ ^neas being fo near die times of thofe 
herooB ? To explain this we muft have in mind 
what hath been faiid above of a peVfed lawgiver's 
being held out in ^neas, and of Augtrftiis's being 
delineated inr the Troiafi chief. So that here Virgu 
is pointing to bis mafter ; and what he would in- 
finuate is, that the Roman emperor, initiated in 
the Eleufifuan myfleries, ihoula in a later age^ 
rival the fame of the firft Grecian lawgivers. 

But iEneas hath now croiled the river, and is 
come into the proper regions of the dead. Tbt: 
firft apparition that occur^^ is the dog GerbiruS ': 

*' Hac ingens latratu rjgna trjfaud 

Pjcrfonatj adverfi recubans tnmumis in Antra, 

This is plainly the phantom in the myfteriej, 
which Pletho tells us, was in the fhape of a dcg, . 
xvvaJ^n rifd* And in the fable of Hercules's defcent 
into hell, which ^ fignified no more than his ini- 
tiation into the myfteries, it is faid to have been, 
amongft other things, for fetching up the dog C^r^ 
berus. 

The prophetefs, to appeafe his rage, gives him 
a medicated cake^ which cafts him into a liombcr. 

*' Cat vatesy horrere videmjam cotla colubrh, . 
Melle foporatam & medicatis frugibus ofFam 

In the myfteries of Trophonius (who was faid to 
be nurfed by Ce»es ^^ that is, to derive his rites 
from the Eleufinian) the initiated carried the fame 
fort of medicated cakes to appcafe the ferpents he 

* Sec the Div. Leg,^n the Myjferiei. 

C 4 mat 
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met with in his pafTage ^* Tertullian > who? gives 
z\\ myfienes to the devil, and majc^ bita the au- 
thor of what is done there^ mentioDs die ofiering 
up of thefe cakes,-— 0//^/-^/ ei pdnii obktienem *:.. 
This in queftion was of poppy«feed) made up with, 
honey ^. And fo I underftand tnedieads frugibus 
here ;. on the authority of the poet himfelf, who 
in the fouTth. book makes the prieftefa of Venus, 
prepare the fame treat for the dragon, who guarded 
the Hefperian fruit. 

** Spargeru humda mella fiporiferun^ve papaver* 

Honey>. as> we have fiiewn above, was facred to 
Proferpine, who on that account was called Mir^ 
AiJ«^/»f,i and the ^^/>y was confecrated to Ceres: 
drtale papaviTy feys Virgil j on which words 
Seivius thus comments : Vel quod eft efid^Jkutfru^ 
mentuniy. Vil quo Ceres ufa eft ad oblivionem deloris i 
nam $h raptum Proferpina vtgiliis defatigatay gujiaueo 
a£fa eft in. Spporem K 

But, without doubt, the images which the juice 
ef poppy preTents to the fancy, was one reafon Why 
this drue had a place in the ceremonial of the 
ihews. Not improbably it was givjen to fome, at 
leaft, of the initiated^ to aid the impreflion of thofe 
awjj^w vifions, which pafled before them. For that 
fomethinglike this was done, that is, giving medi-^ 
cated drugs to the afpirants, we are informed by 
Plutarch \ who fpeaks of a {hr\x\kC?\\tHeucaph^Uus^, 
ufed in the celebration of the myfteries of Hecate, 
which drives men into a kind of frenzy, and makes. 

* be pra/cr. ad'v/Haret, 
:* Stt tht Dpu, I^g> 

* Ad 1. I. Giorg^ytv. 2*w. 

then^ 



tVm confeft all the wickedneft tbty hatf done or 
intended. And ionfejftm W9^ one necefikry pre* 
parative for initiaHdn^ 

The regions, accordihg- tc VirgiFs geography, 
ace divided- into- three parts i i. Purcatoiiy, 
2. TartailuS). Jw ElYSiUM*. FoT Deiphobus in 
the firft fays t 

^^ Dijiedanr, ix^hBno Hwmrum^ rtddarjui u^, 
nebriiK . ^ 

And in the fecond it is faid of Thefeus : 

^ Stdety. JETERNUMQUB fecUbit 
InfeUx Thefeus, ■ 

The mjfteries divided them m the fame manner* 
So Plato V (where he fpeaks of what wasta«ight^ 
ill the mjifigries^ ): taiks^of feuU ftickuig. faft in mirs 
and filthv and ri^maiaing in; darkaefs, till a long 
feries of year* bad />«r^^/- andparified them* And 
Celfus in Origen!^, fays^.that the^ myfteries taught 
the dodtrlne of eternal punHhnients*. 

Of all the three ftatesj. this ofi Tartarus only 
was eternal.^ There was. indeed another, in the 
ancient Pagan theology^ which had the feme rela*. 
tion to-^ Eq/ittmi that Tartarut. bad to purgatory i 
the extreme of reward^ as Tsrtarut of punilh- 
ment^ But then^ this ftate was not in^ the infecfial 
regions, but in heaven^ Neither was^. it. the lot 
. of common humanity, but referved for&ra^/.and^ 
demons ;. Being? of an order fuperior to racnv ftich« 
as Hercules,.. Bacchus, &c^ who^ became .'gods on 
their admiffion into that flate ;. where the eternity 
was inconfequence of their deification*. So Virgil 

^ But the natvre and end of this pnrgatoiy the poet dt« 
^bribes at large, from vcr. 736*10 ver»74^». ■ 
' See the .pa/Tage in^tlic Dili. Leg*. 

C. £ ^aket 
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makes their being gods and being inhabitants of 
heaven the fame thing. 

■— ** Lieta dcxim partuj centum eompUxa nspotes : 
Omnes coelicolas^ omnei fupera alta tenentes. 

And Cicero diftinguifhes the twa orders of fouls^ 
according to the vulgar theology, in this manner, 
^' ^id autem ex bominum genere confecratoi^ Jkut 
JFi^cukm'it xitterjos colt le^juhety indkat omnium f 2//- 
dem animos immortales eje ; fortium Bono- 
TLTjMqvE DIVINGS '.** But this hath nothing to 
do with the general doftrine of rewards and punifh- 
ments in a future ftate, as taught in ibemji/ierles. 

And here it is to our pufpofe to obferve, that the 
ji^irtues and vices, which ftock thefe three divifions 
ivith inhabitants, are fuch as moft inimediately 
afFeft fociety. A plain proof that the poet fol- 
lowed the views of the legiflator, the inftitutor of 
the myfterics'. 

PuRGA*r6|iv, the firft divifion, is inhabited by 
fuiddesy extravagant ioverSy and ambitious warriors : 
And, in a word, by all thofe, who had indulged 
the violence of their pafEons j which made them 
rather miferable than wicked. It is remarkable^ 
that amongft thefe we find one of the initiated : . 

** Cererique facrum Polybcsten, 

Thisv^a^ agreeable to the public doifirine in the 
niyflcries, which taught, that initiation with virtue 
procured men great advantages over others, in a 
future ftate j but that without virtue it was of no 
fervice. 

Of all thefe diforders, the po^t hath more di- 
IKndly marked out the mifery ot suicide. 



'DcLeg. L ii»c, xs» 
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^* Proxtma diinde temnt meffti bca^ quifibi Utbwn 
Itt/ontes peperere manUy hctmque perqfi 
Projicin ansmas. ^uam velleni athere in alio 
Nunc isf paup§riem^ duras per f err e labons ! 

Here he keeps clofe to the myfteries ; which not 
only forhzd fuicidf, but taught on what account it 
was criminal. That which isjaid in the MYSTERiis, 
fays Plato, * concerning tbefe matters^ of marC^ being 
placed in^a certain watch^ or Jiation, which it is un^ 
lawful to fly fronty or forfake, is a profound do^rincy 
and not eajify fathomed^* 

Hitherto all goes well. Rut what mud we fay to , 
the poet's putting nexv-born infants^ and mtnfalfeiy 
condemned^ into his purgatory ? For though the 
faith ajid inquiftion of modern Rome fend many of 
. both forts into a place of punilhment,- yet the 
genius of ancient paganifm had a gentler afpe(9b. 
It is indeed difficult to tell what thefe inmates have 
to do here. Let us= confider the cafe of the infants^ ;. 
and if we find it can only be cleared up by the ge- 
neral view of things here offered, this will becon- 
fidered as another argument for the truth of our in- 
terpretation .> 

^^ Conttnuo auditx voces, vagitus & Ingens, 
Infant umque animaflentes in limine primo ; 
.^uos dulcis vita exortes^ iff ah ubere raptos 
Abjlulitatra dieSy & funcre Tnerfit acerbo.- 

Thefe appear to hiL\re been the crierand lamentings 
that^ iProcIus tells us, were heard in the myfteries ". 
So that we only want 10 know the original of fo 

* Pi&^</. p. 6a. &r. Edl totri. i', 

"jKtfi TWf (AitrneipK T»V>vrixijf 0PHKOT2 /wv- 
Tiiuf^^df_€i\nfAlJf'i¥\ In Comment, in Platonis Remp. 

extra- 
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extraordinary a circumftance. Which I take to- 
have been iuft fuch another provifion of the law- 
giver, for tne fecurrty of infancy, as that about 
funeral rites Was for the adult. For nothing could 
more engage parents in the care and prefervation 
of their young, than fo terrible a doflrine. Nor 
are we to imagine) that, their natural fondn^fs 
needed no inforcement, or fupport : For that moft 
degenerate and horrid pradlice among the ancients,. 
of fiXPOaiNG infants^. \yas univerfal ; and had 
almoft erafed morality and inftin£l. It needed- 
therefore the ftrongeft and fevereft check : And I 
am well perfuaded it occafioned thi$ counterplot c^> 
the magiftrate, in order to give infiin£k fair play»^ 
and call back haniihed nature^ Nothing indeed^ 
could be more worthy of his care: For the de- 
ftru£lion of children, zs PerUles finely obferved of 
youth, is Hie cutting cff the fpring from the year. Ac- 
cordingly we are told by Diodorus, that the Egyp- 
tians had a law againfi this unnatural practice, 
which he numbers' amongft the iingularhies of that 
people. " They4X« obliged,, fays he, to bring \x^ 
all their childrenv ^^ order, to render the country 
populous, this being efteemed the beft means o0' 
making ftateS flouri£famg and happy *.'* 

Here again, Mr. Bayle is much fcandalized :: 
** The firft thing which occurred on the entrance.- 
tnta tiie other world, was. the ftation affigned ta- 
infants,, whd cried and lamented without ceafmg v- 
Jind^ next to that, the ftation of men unjufUy con-^ 
iemoedfcto death. Now wb^t cQuJd J}€ more ftiock-!- 
ing Of. f^andalous than the punifhment of thofe. 
little creatures who had. yet .committed no fm, on 
of thofe: perfons whofe. innocence had been op*- 

- ^rclfell 
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preffed fey cakmfty i» ?" The fifft difficulty is al- 
ready clfc3!^d'Up ; t5^€ fccottd ihfclf be confidered by 
and by^ Blit it isito wonder Ml-* Bayle could not 
digeft this dbftrine df the infafifs ; for I am ttiitch 
miftaken if it did not ftick with. Plato htdnfelf,- 
WhO) telating the ^t^« of Erus the Pamphylian,. 
concerning the diflribution of rewat^^and punifli* 
ments in another' lif^, whea ht comes to thd con- 
dition of infants,. p^ifles It over te.thtfe remarkable 
words :^-^Btti^f MidreH u^h§ tUtfdiH iheir mfimcfy be 
reperied certain other ihingt NOH WORTHY TO be 
REMEMBEkED^. Eru9*&ac(^iantJ of. what he faw 
i« another worid^ waa a furtmary of what the- 
Egyptians taught concerning ^at matter. And L 
make no doubt) but the thing i^t xt/crihy Hf h r#- 
memhered was \\\t.i6&x\(i^^mfiiwts in fmrgatofj: 
Which appears «6 hdv^ ^iv^rvPUu niuch icandal,. 
who did not, at that time atleaft,, rcfleft upon its 
original and ufes • ' - ^ 

But now,. as to^ihejalffly conJtnmid^wc'mixA feeJc 
another folution: 

** Hosju^la^fai^a ddti^natimininB^inortis ; 
Nee veh hat Jim forte dait^i Jine judicefedes». 
~hiifJitor Minos utnam tnoi/et : illeJHentum 
'lonciliumqui vocaty. vitafqut tf crimina difcit. ' 

This defignment appears both iniquitous and ab*" 
ftird. The falfcly accufed ' are not only in a place- 
of punifliment, but, heii^ firft delivered under 
this iingle pie(^ipament^ tl^ey ai:e afterwards <iii^ 

* RefponC.aux.Qijcft. d'nn Fror. p. 3. c. Xjkif. 
Im 'rn^ei ikM%My^tOTK AsiA MNHMHS. i>*^^ 

i^^. 1. X. p. 615. Ser. £^. 

[ Sirfvius on the place chani£tcnze;r them, in this manner-*-*' 
jgd,^ihi.^er£m^icitatimaie£ent{uivermi.^ ' " • • 
^ fiinguiihed 
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flinguifhedinto two forts ; fome as blameable, others 
as innocent* To clear up this confufion, it will 
be necefiary to tranfcribe an old ftory told by Plato, 
in hhGorgias : ** This law concerning mortals 

. wzs enabled in the time of Saturn, and is yet and 
ever will be in force amongft the gods ; that he 
who had lived a J.uft and pious life, ihoiild at his' 
death be carried mto the iflands ^f the bleiTed, and 
there poflefs all kinds of happinefs, untainted with 
the evils of mortality : Biit that he who had lived 
nnjuftly and impioufly) ihould be thruft into a 
place of punifhment, the prifon of divine juftice,* 
called Tartarus. Now the judges,, with^ whom the 
execution of this law was intrufted,^. were, in the 
time of Saturn, and under the infancy of Jove-'s 
government, living »w«, Jitfing in judgment on tbg 
living ; and paffing. fentence on them upon the day 
of their deeeafer This* g^e occafion- to unjult 
judgments : On which account Pluto, and thofe 

.to whom th^ care' of the happy iflands was com- 
mitted, went to Jupiter, and told him, that m^n 
came to t}^tmwronglyjtidge4ib$thwhm acquitted and 
when condemned. To which the father of the gods- 
thus replied : I will put affbp to this evil. Thefe. 
wrong judgments are partly occafioned by the cor- 
poreal covering of the perfons judged; for they 
are tried' while living: Now many have their cor- 
rupt minds hid under a fair out-fid ey adorned' with 
birth and riches j and When they come to their 
trial, they have witnefles at hand to teftify f6r dieir 
good life ;ind converfation : This perverts the pro— 
cefs, and blinds the eyes of juftice. Beiides, the 
Judges themfelves are incumbered with* the^ fame 
corporesd cdveri'ng r And eyes and ears, and an 
impenetrable tegument of fieih hinder the mind 

• from a free exertion pf its faculties. All thefe, as 

:W€U 



fixtb Boti c/VlRGIh's Muzis. 39 

well their'own covering, as the covering; of thofe 
they judge, sure bars and obftacles to nght jvidg* 
ment. In the firft place then, fays he, we are to 
provide that the fore-knowledge which they now 
have of the day of death» be taken awayj and 
this ihall be given in charge to Prometheus i and 
then provide that they who come to judgment be 
quite naked : For from henceforth they (hall not 
be'tried till they come into the other world. And 
as they are to be thus (hipped, it is but fit their 
judges (hould await them there in the fame condr- 
tion. That, at the arrival of every new inhabi-^ 
tant, ibul may look on foul, and all family-rela^ 
tion^ and every worldly ornament being dropt and 
left behind, righteous judgment may at length 
take place. I therefore, who forefaw all thefe 
things, before you felt them> have taken care to 
conftitute niy own fons, the judges : Two of thens, 
Minos and Rhadamanthus, are Afiatics ; the third 
JEzcMSj an European. Thefe, when they ^ie, 
fhall hav.e their tribunal ere£led in the ihades, jjijl 
in that part of the highway^ where the two roadi di^ 
videy the one leading to the happy iflands, th^ other 
to Tartarus. Rhadamanthus ihall judge the Afia- 
tics, and ^acus the Europeans: But to Minos I 
give the fuperior authority of hearing appeals^whea 
any thing obfcure or difficult fhall perplex the 
others' judgments ; that every one may have his 
abode affigned him with the utmoft equity •." . , 

The matter now begins to clear up ; and we fee 
plainly that the circunmance of the folfefy condemned 
alludes to this old fable : So that hy falfo ddmnati 
crimine mortssy (if it be the triie reading) Virgil 
did not mean, as one would fuppofe> imoc^Us ad-* 

I Tbnif i. p. 523* Sert £d« 
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diSfi tftortt tfb irijufiam cdlurtiniamy but homines indtgnr 
l^ perpif-afft adjuaUati j not menfalfely condemned^ but 
wrongly jud^edy whettler to acquittial or conviSion : 
Por condemnation being ofteneft the fenteiice of 
juftice, thfc greater part is put figuratively for the 
whole. He who' thinks this too licentious a figure^ 
will, perhaps be Inclined to believe^ that the poet 
might write, ' ' 

• ^^ Hosjuxta^ falfo damnati temborb mortis : 

Which not only point* up to the feble, but hints at 
the original of it : And befides,. agrees beft with* 
the context. • JBut as the woi:ds tempore mortis zr^. 
only to be explained by this paffagc of Plato, a. 
trarifcriber might be eaftly tempted ta change them 
to fomethrng more intelligible^ 
' One difficulty only remains ;: and that, to con- 
'fefs the truth, hath ^riTeft. father frotn a miftake o£ 
Virgil, than of his reader- We find thefe people 
yet unjudged, already fixed with other criminak in 
the aiiigned diftri<9L of puj-gatory. But they are: 
Tnifplaced,, through- an overfight of the poet :. 
which, hafd he lived' to perfed the ^neis, he^ 
would probaHy have t?6fre<3ed ; for the fable tells* 
«?, theyfhtoula-beftationed on the borders of ther 
three divifions, in that part of the high road that 
^ivides itfelf in two, which lead to Tartarus amb 
SlyfiutTLy. thus defcribed by the? poet : 

^^Hic locus ejly par Us ubife viiifindii in amhasy^ 
Dextir^y jma Ijitis magnifuo mpenia tmdti ^ 
Hie itgr JEinfium nobis j . at Leva mabrum 
ExfTcei pashas, Isf ad impia Tartara mittit,. 

. It only remains to coftfider the origin or moral ofi" 
the: £abl£>. w&icb|'I thiBk,, was this ; It was ai^ 
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Egyptian cuftom, as we are ttold by DJoclorus Sf* 
cuius, fof judges to fit on every man's life at hitr 
interment ; to examine his paft adWons, and ta 
condemn and acquit, actordihg to the cvidencfe 
before them^ Th6fe jadftes were of the prieflv 
hood : and fo, it is probable, taught, like th^ 
priefts of the church of Rome,, that thetr decrees* 
Were ratified in the other world : Partiality and 
corruption would, in tlme,^ pervert their fentcncc*;. 
and fpite and favour prevail over juftice: As this 
might fcandalize the peo{fle, 'it would be found. 
neceiTary to teach, that the fentence, which in- 
fluenced every one's final doom, was reftrved for ^ 
future judicature. However the prieft took care 
that all {hould not go out of his hands $ and wheh. 
he could be no longer Judge^ he contrived to find 
his account in turning Mvidena; as may be feen 
by the iiH^uIar caft of thk ancient infcription : Egr 
Sextus AkHtus pmtifiiC'TtBXoVi h^iftt hunciMciffi : 
Jilanis ejks invtniant attiittm K 

H&wmuclithBi whole matter needed* explaini^gi. 
we may fee by what a fine writer makes of it, in ^ 
difcoune written to illuftrate iEneas's defcent inta 
hell : *^ There are three kinds of perfons, (fays he) 
defcribed as being iituated on the borders ; and 
I caa give no reafon for their being ftationed there 
in fo particular a manner, but becaufe none of 
them feem to ha^e had a proper right to a place 
among the dead, as not having run out the thread: 
of their days, and finilhed the term of life that 
had been aJlotted them, upon earth : The firfl of. 
thefe are the fouls, of il^falits, who are fhatched' 
away by untimely ends ;; th4 fec^Mid are of tho;fe. 
wfaaare put to death wrongfuiry, and by an uj^ 
jufl fentence -, and tli« thirds o( thofe who grew 

wearj 

f Fabius Cflfuslnfcri^t. Antiq,.!, \\k. 
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.weary of their Iives> and laid violent hands upoir 
themfelves ^. 

After this, follow the epifodes of Dido and Dei-- 
phobus, in imitation of Homer ; where we find* 
nothing to our parpofe, but the ftrange defcription 
of Deiphobus, whofe mangled phantom is drawn 
according to thephilofophy of Plato ; which teaches* 
that the dead not only retain all the paffions of the 
foul, but all the marks and blemiOies of the body '^. 

^neas, having paiTed this firfl divifton, comes 
now on the confines of Tartarus i and is in- 
ftrufled in what relates to the crimes and punifh- 
ments of the inhabitants. 

His guide here more openly declares her office of 
HiEROPHANTE, or interpreter of the myfteries* 

** I>ux inclyte Tiucrum^ 
NuUt fas cafto feeler atum hifijiere Umen : 
Sedutt cum lucis Hecate paefjicit avernis, 
; Ipfa Deum p(«nas DOCUiTy perque on^ia duxit. 

It is remarkable that .£nea8 is led through the re^ 
gions of Purgaury and Elyfium ; hut he only fee» 
the fights of Tartarus at a diftance ; 

'^^7umdemumborrtfon(fJiridentescar£niJacra 
V^nixxntMv porta : Cernis, ctiftodia qualis 
Vejiihulo fcdeat \ fades qua Hminafervet 

* Mr. Addifon's Works, Vol. ij. p. 300. Quarto Edit*- 
1721. 

'^ Md&ri>(4; ojj^Ti^ fir, 3^ Tyr» « Vf ''"•' 'wAif>«'r 
i\dti ^ y^^uyLATit t vvh iiA^tyesv » etKKm r^vyii^ 
T»u ^&y, ;|^ TtOviur®- rb 'cZfiti ir/v M^Sv raSrtt 
Ivor* KetlictyirA ilris JV /uipu S J^ar^.fiyXvA^^SrT®', 

-mA^WKiidi^o tI fftSfjLA l^mVf ivd^nhA rwh-A ]^ rt Acu- 
rio'Avl®' h ^avIa, n li moK\i M tiva x^^voi^ 
CorgiaSi p. 524. 

An4 
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And^iis could not be otherwife in the ihews of the 
myfteries, for very obvious reafons. 

The criminals deftined to eternal punifhment, in 
this divifion, are, 

1. Thofe v^ho'had fimudfofecntly as to efcapi the 
animadverfion of the magtjlrati : 

^^ Gnoffius hitc Rhadamantbus habet duriffima ngna; 

Cafttgatqui antique dolosy fubigitaue fateri 
. ^ua quis apud fuperosy furtu Tatatus inaniy 

Diflulit in Jiram commija piacula mortem. 

And it was principally on account of fuch crimes 
that the legiflator inforced the do£lrine of a future 
ftate of punifliment. 

But it is worth while to obferve, that, accord- 
ing to this doctrine, the rack to extort confeffion 
came originally from the place of the damned^ 
where only it could be equitably applied, 

2. Thiole whofe principles diflblve the firft bonds 
of ailbciation and fociety, the Atheists, aiid the 
defptfers of God and religion : 

** Hie genus antiquum terree Titania pubes*. 

This was agreeable to the laws of Charandos, who 
fays : Be the contempt of the gods put in the member of 
the mojl flagitious crimes *. The poet dwells parti-, 
cularly on that fpecies of impiety which aiFe<Sts di- 
vine honours : 

** Vidi Csf crudeles dantem Salmonea pcsnas^ 

Dum flammas Jovis (sf fonitus imitatur Olympi. 

'■% 

And this, without doubt, was an obli(|[^ue cenfure 
of the apotheoflsy then beginning to be paid and re- 
ceived at Rome. 

ifudStob. Serm, 4a. ... 

3. The 
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3. The infringers of the duties of lUPEHTECT^ 
ohltgation^ which civil laws cannot reach :' Such a» 
thdfe witliout natural ^ffeikibn to brothers, duty 
to parents^ protedtion to clients, or charity to the 
poor: 

** Hie quihus ininft fratreSy dum vita manebat ; 
Pulfatujve parens ; l^ fraus innexa cUenti ^ ; 
Aut qui divitlisfoli incubuere repertisy 
'Nee partem pofuen fuis ; qua maxima turha ejt, 

4. Thofp pefts of public and private peace, the* 
TRAYToR and the ad-ult^rer, with all their.' 
various fpawn. 

** ^tque cb adutterivm aef^ quique armaficuti ^ 
Jmpia^ ntc veriti dominorum falter e dextra s * » ^ 
Vendidithlcauropatriam^dominumquepottniem: 
Jmpofuit r fa^ l^g^ pretioy aique r^it% 
Htc thaldmurti invafit natay vetiiojque hymetueos*- 

^ - * ■ 

It is obfervable, he does not lay, ihnplyi adubirf^. 
but ob adulierium aefii.SiS implying, that the ^ceatelE: 
civil puniihment makes no atonemeiat for this crime 
^t the bar of divine |uilice^ 

5. The invaders and vioxators of the holy wjt* 
Jleriesy held out in the peribn of Thefeus, ouifa» 

tfaie fifth and laft cla&of offenders* 

«— — ** Seditj ietemumque fedebh 
Infelix The feus 5 PhlegyafqUi ^ fniferrimtts omnes 
jidmonei^ hf magna tejiatur voce per umbras : 

DiSClTE JUSTITIAM MONITI^ ET VONT 
TEMNERE DlVOS. 



T So the law of the twelve tables : Patronus ai CLIehth 

fRAUl>EM t^ECERITi 3AC£R E8T0. 

* The Phlegya here mentioned, I take to .be tbofe people 
%i B«otifiyf^)sxn oi hy Paufaniof^ who attempting to pi un*. 



fixib liook o/VIR,GIL'3 ^uBis. 4s 

The fable fays, that Thefeus and his friend Piri- 
thous formed a d^fign to ileal Proferpine from 
^ell i but being taken in the fa£l, Pirithous wa& 
thr<^w.n to the dog Cerberus, and Thefeus k^pt ii^, 
chain§ % till he was delivered by Hercules. Which, 
without doubts v^t^Vi^ ^e death of on^, and thc[ 
iinprif<^iun^i>t^ of the Other, for their clandefiine in^ 
trufion into the myfteries. We have already of*- 
fered feveral reafons to (hew^ that the dcfcent of 
Thefeus into hell was a violation ^of the myfte- 
^j^s '*">: to which we may add y/hat th^ ancient* 
Dell us of the duration of his imprifonmcnt, which, 
was four years ; the interim bet^aen .the celehra-* 
ti^^ns of the greater myileries. ,Sp Seneca, th^ 
^tragedian, makes him fay : 

^* ftand^m profugi noSth aternaplngam^ 
Vajhque mams car cere umhrantem Polum, 
Ut vix cupituTh faffirunt acttli diem ! 
Jam qjJARTA tlcufis dona Triptohrhi fecat^ 
Parefnque totUs Itlra compofuit diem ; 
Amhiguui ut mefortis ignar^ labor 
Deiinuit inter mortis i^ vit^ mala ^ 

This may reconcile the contradiftpry accounts of 
the fable €oncerningThefeu?, foii)e of which fay he 
was delivered from hell ; others that be was eter- 
nally detained there. The y?r/?' relates to the li- 
berty given him by the prefidenjt of ti^e myfteries- 

<!tr the temple of Jpollo at Delphi ^ were deflroyed hy Jightcn- 
Jng, earthquakes, aixl peltiience :. 'Kcnce ^bUgy^t^ I iuppofe, 
'f^uified inipicm.<$, facrilegious perfoas in genet ai; and is fp 
*v) be undeiltood in this place. 

Jo, Izetza, C. 11, Cap. LI. 
* SeeDiv. J.eg. 

at 



46 r^ DISSERTATION (?« />^ 

at the enfuing celebration : The other^ to what the 
myfteries taught was his lot, and the lot of all the 
violaters of them, in the other world. This leads 
us to a circumflance which will much confirai the 

§eneral interpretation of this famous book. In 
Bneas's fpeech to the ftbyl, Thefeus is put amongft 
thofe heroes who went to, and returned from heU : 

** ^id Thifea magnum^ 
^uid memorem Alciden ? 

But, in the place before us, he is reprefented as 
confined there eternally. Julius Hyginus, in his 
Commeniarus on Virgil ^^ thinks this a grofs contra- 
di£lion; which Virgil would have corrected had he 
lived to finifh the poem. But can it be fuppofed^ 
the poet was not aware of this, in two pai&ges fo 
near one another in the fame book ? In truth, his 
employing thefe differing circumftances confirms 
the general interpretation ; and the general inter- 
pretation helps to reconcile the difference. iBneas 
wanted to be initiated', and when he fpeaks to the 
fibyl, or tnjftagogue^ he enumerates thofe heroes 
who had been initiated before him ; that is, fuch 
who had feen the fhews of the myfleries, of which 
number was Thefeus, though he had intruded vio* 
lently. But when Virgil comes to defcribe thefe 
(hews, which were fuppofed to be a true reprefen- 
tation of what was done and fuifered in hell, The- 
feus is put among the damned, fuch being his fta- 
tion in the other world. 

This will remind the learned reader of a ftory 
toldbyLivv. '^ The Athenians (fays he) drew 
upon themfelves a war with Philip, on a very flight 
occafion ; and at a time when nothing remained 
of their ancient fortune, but their high fpirit. Two 

f A. GellHNo^. Att. 1. lo. c. i5. 

young 



ficthBeok «/VIRGIL*s ^Eneis. 47 

young Acarnanlans, during the days of initia- 
TioN) themfelves uninitiated and ignorant of all 
that related to that fecnt worjlnp^ entered the 
temple of Ceres along with the crowd* Their dif- 
courfe fopn betrayed them -, making fome abfurd 
enquiries into what thpy faw : fo being brought be- 
fore the prefident of the myfteries, although it was 
evident diey had entered ignorantly and without 
defign, they were put to death, as guilty of a moft 
abominable crime *.** 

The office Thefeus is put upon, of admbniihins 
bis hearers againft impiety^ could not, fure, be dil- 
charged in tbefe Jhews by any one fo well, as by 
him who reprefented the violator of them. But the 
critics9 unconfcious of any fuch defign, confidered 
d^e tajk tbej)oethas impofed on Thefeus, of per- 
petuajiiy ibunding in thp.ears of the damned, this 
admonition^ 

DiSCITJE JilWTIT%AM MOWJTI, ET NON TEM- 
KERE DiVOS, 

as a very impertinent employment. For though it 
was a fentence of great truth and .dignity, it was 
preached to very little purpofe amongft thofe, to 
w.bom tbeifP w>as no room for pardon or remi/Tion^ 

Even the ^diciilous Scajron hath not jtieglecSed 
to urge this objefliojn againft it ^ : And it muft be 
oiyned, that, according to the common ideas of 
iEneas's defcent into hell, the objedlion is not 
eaiily got over. 

But fuppofe Virgil .to be here relating the admo- 
;iitory i^axjms, delivered during the celebration of 
^^k myftic Jhewsj and nothing could be more juft 
0T ufeful : for then, the difcourfe was addreiTed to 

« Htfi. lib. 31. 

' .<* Ccttc fentence eft bonne & belle, 
fif%siis en Enfer de quoi fert-eile ? 

• , 3 »hc 
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the vaji muliitude of living fpeSfators, Nor is it a 
tnere fuppofition that fuch difcouries made part of 
thefe reprefentations. Ariftides expreflj fays *^, 
th^t in no place were more aftonifhing words pro- 
4iounced or ftmg, tfcan in thefe myfteries : The rea- 
fon he tells us .wis, that tht founds ^ndji^ts might 
mutually aflift'each bt^er in making an impreffio^n 
on the, minds of thd initiated. But from a paffage 
in Pindar^ I conclude, tl^at in thefe fliews (from 
whence riien take theirideas of theinfernal regions) 
*it was cufto.m^ry for each offender, -as he paffed by 
in matliincry, to make an admofiition againft his 
own crime. ^ It is reported ( fays Pindar) that 
Ixion, by the decrees of the gods, while he is in- 
ceffamly turning round his rapid "wheel^ calls out 
upon MORTALS to this effe<St, that they fbouldbe 
always ready at hand to repay a benefaftor for the 
kindneffes he had done them \** Where the word 
BPOTOi, living meny feems plaitily to fliew, that 
the if eech was.firft made before m^n in thia world. 
The poet clofes his catalogue of the damned with 
thefe words : 

*' Aufiomms immant nefas^ At/soQUE potiti. 

For the ancients thought an a6lion was fan<9:ified 
by the fuccefs ; which they eftecmed a mark of the. 

it^pLtVAt Eleufinia 

^l^lOVtt (pAVri TCUJTA 

T\av\a Kv^avJ'o/jLSPoy, 

Z Pyih, 

favour 



fmh Book «/ VIRGIL'S iENEis- 49 

favour and approbation of heaven. As this was a 
very pernicious opinion, it was neceflary to teach 
that the imperial villain who trampled en his coun* ' 
try, and the baffled plotter who expired on a gibbet, 
were equally the objcfts of divine vengeance* 

^neas has now pafTed through Tartarus. And 
here end the lesser mysteries. Their origi- 
nal * explains why thefc fort of Jhews were ex- 
hibited in them. We are told they were inftituted 
for the fake of Hercules, when about to perform his 
eleventh labour, of fetching Cerberus from hell ^ 5 
and were under the prefidency of Proferpine '• 

The hero advances to the borders of Elysium | 
and here he undergoes the luftration : 

*' Occtcpat JEneas adttum^ corpufque recent! 
Spargit aqua, ramumque adverfo in limine figiu 

Being now about to undergo the lufiratiom (fays 3o- 
pater) which immediately precede initiation into the 
greater myfteries^ they called me happy ^. 

Accordfingly -^neas now enters on the greatfr. 
mysteries, and comes to the abodes of the bleflcd ; 

". Dev£nere locos latoSy ^ amaena vireta 
Foriunatorum nemorum.^ fedefque heatas : 
Largior hie campos ather, ^ lumine veJUt 
Purpurea : fohmquefuum^ fuaftdera norunt* 

Thefetwo fo different fcenes explain what Ariftidcs 
meant, when he called the (hews of the Eleufinian 

* See the Div. Lfg. 

Kiy^yLivttHllLV K fiur»e<4. Tzetx, in Lycoph, 

* Tci /{ /x/X(^ n^pd-f ^oVil<. Scboh Ariftopb^ adPluf, 
fecund. 

? lAkKKt»v (/!i rois KoSa^ffUtf rots ^^e) •»"»f TtK%t%i 
Vol. IIL D myf^ 
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'Wyfterm^ •< that moft* (hocking, and^ at the fame 

time, moft ravtfhing reprefentation ". 

The initiated, who till now only bore the name 
'of Mt/ctfi. are called 'E^TicrJiw; and this new vifion, 
^-At/7o4.i«t. The^AuJo4'iih ^ the feeing with their own. 

eyes (fays Pfellus) is when he who is initiated beholds 
'^ihe divine lights *. 

In thefe very circmnfiances Themiftius defcribes 

ithe initiated .when juft entered upon this fcene* 

'** It being ithoro.i^hJy purified, he now.difdofes to 

the initiated) a region all over illuminated, and 

^hining^with;la divine fplendor. The cloud and 

thick dai'kners are difperfed ; and the mind emerges, 

.as it were, into day^ full of light and chcarful- 

<^efs, as before, of difcon folate obfcurityP." 

. Let me ebferve, that the lines 

** Largior^hic compos aether etJumine vefiit 
Purpureo sohEM<^EfuumfuaJidera norunt 

jare in the vocy language of thofe who profefs to 
tell us, what they iaw at their initiation into the 
greater myjhrieSn 

— *' Ne^e mediri v'Jdi soLfiM candido corufcantim 
Jumine^^'facfs Apuleius on that occaiion. 

Here* Virgil, ^by leaving his matter, and copy- 
ing the amiable paintings of Elyfium, as they wei^ 
reprefented in the my/ieries, hath artfully avoided 
a fault too juftly objedled to Homer, of giving fo 
-dark and joylefs a laodfcape of th^ fortunata r n^^ 
'moror. as-couldraifev^A^efirevOc appcdt&for. them : ^ 

• T«tiT3r ^eiK«J^4r^or Tg 5^ «rtr/e3<cr«y. 'Ekuf. 

u^teblfZ, In SckoLinQr€K% Z^fe^, 
9 QretUin Pstum^ 
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His favourite hero himfelf, who poflcfled them, 
telling Ulyfles that he had rather be a day-labourer 
above, than command in the regions of the dead : 
Such a reprefentation defeats the very intent of the 
lawgiver in propagating the doftrine of a future ftatc. 
Nay, to mortify every excitement to noble a6lions9 
the Greek poet makes reputation, famcj 2(nd glory> 
the great fpurs to virtue in the Pagan fyftem, to be 
vifionaryand impertinent. " On the'contrary, Vir- 
gil, whofe aim^ in this poem, was the good of fo- 
eiety, makes the love of glory fo ftrong a paflion 
in the other worlds that the fibvPs promife to Ra* 
^inurus, that his name fhould oe only affixed to a 
promontory, rejoices his fliade even in the regions 
of the unhappy. 
** iEternumque Ucui Palinkri nomen hahehit : 
His di^is cur^ ematae^ pulfufque parumpir 
Corde dolor trifti : gaudet cognomine terra* 

It was this ungracious defcription of Elyfium, and 
the licentious ttories of the godd^ (both fo perni- 
cious to fociety) that made Plato 1)anHh Homer 
out of his republic. 

But, to return : The pOet havVg defcribed the 
climate of the happy regions, fpeaks next of the 
amufements of its inhabitants : 

*' Pars ingramineis ixerceni membra pal f/iris 5 
Contmdunt ludo^ etfulva luSiantur arena. 

fiefides, thd, obvious allufion in thefe lines to the 
philofophy of Plato, concerning the duration of 
the paffions, which our great countryman has- fo 
humouroufly parodied, 

•(" Her joy in gilded chariots, when alive. 
And love of ombre, aftec deathfurvive} ■ 

Da It 
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it feems to have a more fecrct one, to what he had 
all the way in his eye, the EUufinian m^eries : 
whofe celebration was accompanied with [the Gre^' 
dan GAMES ^. On which account too, perhaps 
it was, that, in the difpofition of his work; the 
£fth book is employed in the gamesy as a prelude to 
the defcent in the fixth. 

1. The lirft place, in thefe happy regions, is 
given to thg lawgivers, afid thofe who Ir ought 
mankind from ajlate of nature intofociety : 

** Magnanimi Hero'esy nati melioribus annis. 

At ihe head of thefe is Orpheus^ the moft renowned 
of the European lawgivers ; but better known under 
the charai9ber of poet : for the firft laws being 
written in meafure to allure men to learn them, 
and when karnt, to retain them, the fable would 
have it, that by the force of harmony, Orpheus 
foftened the f^avage inhabitants of Thrace : 

** ThreUius longa cum vejle Jaardos 
Ohloquitur numeris feptem difcrimina vocum. 

But he has the firft place, becaufe he was not only 
a legiflator, but the bringer of the myfteries into 
that part of Europe. / 

2. The next is allotted to patriots, and thofe 
vjjo died for the fervice of their country : 

^^ Hic'manUsi oh patriam pugnando vuinera pafji. 

3. The third to virtuous and pious priests : 

** S^uique facer dotes cajliy dum vita manebat \ s. 
^ique pa vates V Phasho digna hcuti. 

For it was of principal ufe to fociety, that religious 
men Ihould lead holy lives \ and that they ihould 

« JriJHdes Panatb* & lUeitfin. 

teach 
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teach nothing of the gods but what was agreeable 
to the divine nature. 

4. The laft place is given to the inventors of 
ARTS mechanical and liberal : 

'* Invent a saut qui vitam txcoluere per artes } 
^uiquefui memores alios fecere merendo* 

The order is exaS and beautiful. The firjl clafs 
is of thofe who founded fociety, heroes, and 
lawgivers : lih^fecondj of thofe wjio supported 
it^ patriots- and holy priefls : And the ihirdy of 
thofe who adorned it, the inventors of thcL arts 
of life, and the recorders of worthy a£Uons. 

Virgil has all along clofely followed the doHrine 

* of the m^eriesy which carefully taught that virtue 

only could entitle men to happinefs \ and that 

rites, ceremonies, luftrations, and facrifices could 

not fupply^|he want of it. j, 

Nor/haaJ he^ been left ftudi<au$in coj^ying their 
Jhewsy ^xiH^'P'^prefentdtiom j in which the figures of 
thofe heroes and heroines, who were moft cele- 
brated in the writings of the ancient Greek authors, 
pafied in procefEon \ 

. But notwithftanding this entire confor,mity be- 
,tween the poet's fcenes and thofe reprefented in 
the mji/ieriesy fomething is ftill wanting to com- 
plete the identification ; and that is, the famous 
'secret of the myfteries, the unity of tAe 
Godhead «• Had Virgil neglefted to give us 




' Sec the Viv. Leg. 
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this charafteriftic markj though even then we 
could not but fay,. hi$ intention was to reprefent art: 
initiationy yet we muft have been forced to own he 
had not done it with the utmoft art. But he was. 
too good a painter, to leave any thing ambiguous ; 
and hath:th^refore concluded his hero's initiationy 
as was the cuftom, with inftrufting him in thc^ 
AnoPRH'TA, or the doftrine of the unity. 
'Till this wa3 done, the initiated was not arrived to% 
tjie higheft ftate of perfeflion i nor, in the fullcft^ 
{cnky intitled to the appellation of EnoiITHSj. . 

Mufaeus, therefore, who had been hiirophant zt , 
Athens, takes the place of the Sibyl^ (as it was the, 
cuftom to have different guides, in different parts 
of the celebration) and is made to condu<£^ him to 
therecefs, where his father's fhade opens to him. 
the hiddeii, do<9:rine oFperfQ^ionj^in- thefe fublimc* 
words :. 

^^ Ptindpio. caelum^ a( tirra$i can^tf/jfteJiquentes^ 
Ijtuentemque gkbum Lum^^ Titaniaqui ajira 
" SviKiTVS if^TVS ALiTytotamquein/ufaperarttis.. 
Mens agitat moUm^ tf magnofe carport mifceU 
Inde hominum picudumque genus y vitaquevolantum^ 
Et qiue marmoreofert monfira.fuh tequore pontus. 

This was no other than the docSlrine of the old 
'Egyptians, as we arc aflured by Plato : who fays, 
they taught that Jupiter was th^ SPIRIT WHICH, 

3PERVADETH ALJL THINGS ^ 

' We have (hewn * how cafily tb^ 'Greek philo-. 
fophy corrupted this principle into (what is , no^ 

UANTnN XnPOTN nNET.MA; IttCrafylo. 
I Div, Le^. B. Ill, S. 4, 

calW) 



Jitb Book'o/VT'EiGIUs JE^^is. 5jf 

nRedy Jplmzifm* Here Virgi) has approved kis 
judgment to great advantage^ Nothing was more 
abhorrent from the miseries than fpinazifm^ as it 
oi^erturned * the dodlrine of a future ftate of re- 
wards and punilhmcnts, which the myfteries fo 
carefully inculcated ; and yet the principle itfelf of 
"which J^iwzj/fc' was the abufe^ wascherifhed there, 
as it was the confequence of the doflrine of the 
wiityy the grand Jicret of ths ^nyflerieu Virgin, 
therefore, delivers the principle ; but with great 
caution, .and pure and free of the abufe. . For he 
uiiderftood the nature of fpinozifm, and (by the 
fallowing lines in his IV» Georgic, where he deIi-» 
vers it,) appears to ha v« been infedled with it : 

• « Deum fumque traptr mnn» 

ITerrafquej trd^ufque maris^ cwltimqueprdftmdum. . 
Mine peeudesj armenta^ viros^gmus onmefirarumy , 
^uimqutfAi tenues nafeentem arteffert vitas. 
Scilicet HUC ftaODI . X»£tri(2^« AC RESCTLUTA. 
RE F ERR I 

Omnia ■ <- 

Bowever, the myfteriesdid not teach the doilrinc 
of the unity for mere fpeculation ; but to obviate 
certain mifchiefs of polytheifm, and to fupport the 
belief of a providence *. Now, as a future Jiate 
of rewards and punifhmervts did not qmte remove 
the objedlions to its inequalities here, they added 
to it the dodlrine of the metempsych9SIS, or 
the "belief of a prior Jiate ^^ And this, likewife 

ou( 

** Dfv. Lfg.B. III. S. 3. &4* 

« Dii;. Leg, B. II. S. 4. 

METEM'^'TXaSIN elvau' i^ IfJi^^uvetv ^oKA(nri¥ 
%o7fT^ MiePA MTSTHPiOIS. Porfb.de abJI.L. IV. 
h'^tO,' " >So Tu/Iy 'f Ex quihas huma/im <vita errorilMis ^ 

P 4. ^trwrt" 
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our poet has been careful to record,. For after 
having revealed the grezt fecret of the unity j he 
goes on to fpeak of the metempfychojis or tranfmi- 
gration, in this manner : 

— " Has omnesy ubimille rotam vohere per amiosy 
Lethaum adjluvium Deus evocat agmine magno 
SciUctt mmemores fupera utconvexa revifanty 
^ Rurfus ^ incipiant tn corpora velle revertL 

And thence takes pccafion to explain the nature 
iuid ufe of purgatory ; w^hich, in his hero's paffage 
through that region, he had not done. This af- 
fords him too, an opportunity for that noble epi- 
fodethe proceflion of the hero's pofterity, which 
pafTes in review before him : And with this the 
I'cene clofes. One might well allow Virgil the -ufe 
of fo important a digreffion, (confidering whom it 
was he celebrated under the charadler of -^neas) 
though it had been foreign to the nature of the 
myjieries he Is defcribing. Buf indeed, he was even 
here following their cuftoms very clofely. It was 
then, and had been for fpme time, the pradice of 
the n^fterieSy when communicated to any ajpirant 
of diftinguiftied quality, to exhibit to him, in their 
Jhews ^ndreprefentationsy fomething relating to his 
own fortune and affairs. Thus Himerius tells us, 
that Olympia, on her recovery from the birth of 
Alexander, was initi^ited mtheSamothractanmyJierieSy 
where, in the^ewsy {he faw her hufband Philip at 
that time in Potidaa ** In 

4irumnu fit^ ut inter dum 'Viteres illiji've vates, Jvveinsh^ 
CRis IN IT USQUE tradendti di<vina mentis interpretesy qui 
nos ob aliqua fceiera Aifcepta in vita fuperiore, poenarum luen- 
<Jajiim caui% natos ejfe dixerunty aliquid 'vidijfe indeantHTm 
ViZ'^m, ex lib. de Philofophia. 

^ Aiytlai mron a^ 'OwiA^fAJ^A, iHv c.^i to7j 
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In attending tfhe hero's progrefs through the 
three eftates of the dead, we have fliewn from fome 
ancient author, at almoft every ftep, the exaft con- 
formity of his advjcntures to thofe of the initiated in' 
the myfteries. We ftiall , now colleft thefe fcat- 
tered lights to a point \ which will, I am perfuad- 
ed, throw fuch a luftre on oiir interpretation, as 
to make the truth of It irrefiftible. To this pur-' 
pofe, I fhall have nothing to do but to tranfcribe a 
paflage from an ancient writer, preferved by Sto- 
baeus ; which profefles to explain the exaft confor- 
mity between death, or a real defcent into the 
infernal regions, and initiation, where the re- 
prefentation of thofe regions was exhibited. His 
words are thefe : *' The mind is afFedted and agi- 
tated in death, juft as it is in the initiation into the 
grand myfteries. And word anfwers to word, as 
well as thing to thing : For TEAETTaN is, .to 
die; and TEAEIS0AI, to he initiated. The firft 
ftage^is nothing but errors and uncertainties ; la- 
borious wanderings ; a rude and fearful march 
through night and darknefs. And now arrived 
on 'the verge of death, and imtiationy every thing 
wearsa dreadful afpe£t : It i& all horror, trembling, 
fweating, and afFrightn>ent, But this fcene once 
over, a miraculous^and di^vine light difplays itfelf : 
And fliining plains and flowery meadows open on 
all hands before them. Here they are entertained 
with hymns, and dances, with the fublime doc- 
trines of facred knowledge, and with reverend and 
holy viftons. And now, become pepfeQ and ini* 

pay or ^AJjtoSptfKif /xvrweiAi )<PSv KATti rnv T€M- 
^hf Toy ^iKfTrTOV' Iti Eclog, Declam, apud Phot turn* 
Cod, 165, 44.3. 

D 5 tinted:. 



5l ^DISSERTATiaN ^»/*^ 

tiated, they arc free, and no longer under re— 
ftraints j hut, crowned and triumphant, they waljc 
lip and down the regions of the bleffed j converfe. 
-with pure and holy men ^ and celebrate the facredi: 
ipyfterie& at pleafiire ••" 

TheNprogrefs finiihed, and every thing over,^ 
^neas and his guide are let out again to the upper 
regions, through the ivory gate of dreams. A. 
circumftance bbirrowed from Homer,, and very hap- 
pily applied to this fubjedl:. For, as Euripides ele-^ 
gantly exprefles it, . 

•'TcTKOf Ti MIKPA T? feiri^TK MTSTHPlA. 
' •* A lir/JIW is the L1SS£R MYSTERIES of ^fctf/A.'** 

But, befides this of ivory^ there was another of 
horn. Through the firft HSyx&A: falje vifions j andC 
through the latter, . irue» 

** Sunt gemina fomni porta : quarum aberafenta^ 
Cornea^ qua vmsfaalis datur exitus umbris : 
Mt£ra candenti perfe£ia nittns elephanto ; 
S^d falfa ad caelum mittunt tnfomnia manes. 
His ubi turn natum AncKiks^ unaque fibyllam 
Profequitur dibits portaque emittit fburna. 

Servtus,, with the fpirit 4>f a rank Grammar] an^. 
wJio feldom finds any thing to flop at but a fole-- 
cifm in expreffion, fays? very readily, Vult autem 
intelligj^^ falfa i effe^. omnia, qua^^ dixit.: *' He would . 
have youvundejruand by this,, that all he has been : 
faying is feJfe and g;'oundlefs/' The following 
critics givje the fame folution. Ru^uSf one of the - 
beft, may fpeak for them all : Xlum igitur Virgilius..* 
JEviQ2iia. ibmned porta. emiiiity indicat prcfeSiOy quidi^- 

.. * SHmocxlie^., 
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qnidafede illo ifrferarilmaditu ii^um efl^ in f abut! s 
^ «w;«<?rtf««!^«fw. This interpretation is ftrengthcncd 
by Virgil's being aif Epicurean ; and making the 
iame concluiton in his fecoad Georgic : 

^ Felix i qui potuit rerum cognofeere camfasj 
jltque metus omnes & inexorabile fatum 
Subjecit pedibusy, ftrepitumque Acherontis avari T 

But Virgil wrote, not for the amufement of wo- 
men and children over a winter's foe, in the tafte 
of the Milefianfabl$s^\^ but for the ufe of men and 
citizens \, to iuftrudl them in the duties of humanity 
and focietyi. The purpofe^ therefore, of fuch . a 
writer, when fie treats of iifiUureJlaiey muft be to 
make the do£brlne interefting to his reader, and 
ufeful in civil life.;. Virgil hathwdone the firft^. by 
bringing his hero>to>it througfau the moft perilous 
atchievement \ and the fecond,. by appropriating the 
Bswards and puniihment& of that ftate^ to virtue 
and to via only., Nowy if wc. will believe thefe 
sritics^ when the poet had laboured, through a 
whole booky. and employed^aU^ h^ art and gepius 
to compafs this important. end, . he fool iflily defeats 
his whole defign with one wanton .daih. of his pen ; 
which fpeaks to. this efFedt :. " I have labowed,. 
eountrymen>, to draw you .to virtue,^ and. to deter 
you from vice, in order to make particulais,. and 
IbcietLes. flourifliing and happy,. The: truths,, in-«^ 
fqrced ta^this purpofe^. I have endeavpured to re- 
commend by the example: of, your, anceftor and 
founder,. iEneas ; of whom^^ (to do^you the more 
eredit) I have made an. accomplished hero y and 
have fet him on.the moft arduous and illuftrious un- 
dertaking, the eftablifhment of a civil community : 
And^, to.fani^y his chara^er^, and. add.revercnce 

to 
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to his laws, I have fent him on the errand you fee 
here related. But left the bufinefs ihould do you 
any fervice, or my hero any honour, I mdft inform 
you, that all this talk of 2i future Jiate is a childifh 
tale, and ^neas's part in it, only a fairy adven- 
ture. In a word, all that you have heard muft pafs 
for a lenten dream ; from which you are to draw 
no confequenocs, but that the poet was in a capri- 
cious hurtiour, and difpofed to laugh at your fu- 
perftitions." Thus is Virgil made to fpeak, in the 
interpretation of ancient and modern critics **. And 
this the conclufion he was pleafed to make to the 
mafter-piecc of his writings. 

The truth is, the difficulty can ncVer be gotten 
over, but by fuppofing the defcent to fignify an ini^ 
tlation into the m^eries. This will unriddle the 
senigma, and reftore the poet to himfelf. And if 
th id was Virgil's meaning, it is to be prefumed,. 
he would give fome private mark to afcertain it t 
for which no place was fo proper as the conclufion.. 
He has therefore, with a beauty of invention pe- 
culiar to himfelf, made this fine improvement on 
Homer's ftory of the two gates ; and imagining 
that of horn for true vifions, - and that of ivory for 
falfe, infmuates by the firft the reality of another 
ftatc J and by the fecond, the Jhadowy reprefenta- 
tions of it in the {hews of the myftertes : So that 
not the things objedled to ^neas, but the fcenes 
of them only, were falfe 5 as they lay not in hell-^' 

** This abfurdity did not e(cape the learned Dacier^ who 
thus exprefles himfelf in his note on porta fugiens eburna^ 
J. iii. Od. 27. oi Horace. — Mais ce qifil y a d'etonnant, c'cft 
que Virgile fait foitir Anchife par la porte d'yvoire, qui eft 
celiti des faux fonges, par la il detruit toules Us grandcs choies 
qu'il a dites de Rome & d'Augufte» 

but 
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but in. the T£mpi.£ of Ceres. This reprefenta* 
' tipn being called MTeos, xwr 4 |o;t«^ And this 
we propofe as the true meaning of, 

" Mterfi candmti pirfeiia nttins eUthant9 : 
Sed FALSA ad cctlum nuttunt infomnia numes* 

For, falfa infomnia do not fignify lyings but, 
Jhadsnvy dreams. Thus the Roman widow, in the 
famous fepulchral infcription % begs the DH manes 
to be fo indulgent to her hufband's fhade, that ihe 
might fee him in her dreams j that is, feem to fee 
him, as the (hade of HeSfor was feen by -^neas.. 

Infomiies ecce ante oculos mae/Iiffimus Hedfor 
VijiiS adejji mihi 

And this, in diftin£lion to what (he m^es the 
other part of her prayer, to be uaUy joined to him 
in the other world. 

But though the vifions. which iffued from the 
ivory gate were unfubflantlal^ as being only repre* 
fentative ; yet I make no queftion, but the ivory 
gate itfelif was real. It appears indeed, to be no 
other than that fumptuous door of the temple,, 
through which the initiated came out, when the 
celebration was over. This temple was of an im- 

ITA PETO VOS MANE» 

5ANCTISSIMI 
COMMEND ATUM HABEATI& 
MEUM CONJUGEM ST VEL 

LITIS 
HUIC INDULGENTISSIMI ESS& 

HORIS NOCTUfiNlS - 

VT BUM VIDEAM 
Ex ETIAM MB FATO SUADERB 

VELLIT UT ET EGO POSSIM 
DUl,CIVS ET CELERIUS 

APVD Smi FERVBNIRE. 

afudOrut. p« 78^* 

mcnfe 
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menfe bigncfs, a5 appears from the wr>rd5 <»f Apttf* 
leius ; S#72<»ir cmdjimus ducit me protimis 4id tpfett 
fores ^Dis AMPLiasiMiC "*«. Strabois more parti- 
cular. Ne9tt (&VS he) /V Eleufis, iir t(;^Vj& /j /^^ 
temple of the £leuutuan£eiiBs, and the myftit cell built- 

fy I£binuS, CAPAB^LE OF HOLDING AS LARGE 
A NUMBER AS A THEATRE *• But Vltruvius's 

defcription of it is fUll more curious : *' El bu- 
sing jCererif & Projerpina ceUam immani mag^ 
NIT UD IN E l£linus Dorico more,, fine exterioribus - 
columnis ad laxamentum ufus facrificiorum^ pertexit. 
Earn autem poftea, cum Demetrius Phalareus Athenis^ 
rerum potiretur, Philon ante temj^lum in fronte co- 
lumnis conftitutis Proftylon fecit.. Ita auMoVeftihuh 
bxxomentum initiamibus eperifque fummam adjecit auto-* 
ritatem ^." And Arifttdcs thought this the moft- 
extraordinary circumftance in the whole affair*. 
^*But the thing moil wonderful and divine was, 
that of all tbe puWio aflemblies of Greece, this was: 
the only one whteh wasxontained within tbe waita> 
of one edifice '.^ tier^ wasroaiD,^we fee, and fa» 
purpofely contrived,, for all their sHfWS- and ke- 

WtBSENTATIONS.. 

And now, having oecafionally and hy parts, 
•only, faid fo much of thefe things,, it will not be; 
amifs, in conclufion, to give one general and coar - 
oife idea of the whole. 1 fuppofe thefubftance ofc 
the celebration to be a kind of drama of the hif- 
tary of Ceres, which afforded opportunity to repre- 
&nt the three particulars, about which the myfteries>. 
mrere principalJy. conccnwiJ. . i • . T^ht rife mid. £/?«?r- 



*- Metam. Uxi. 

"•* Lib. ix. Geog, 

^De Arcbiua, Praef. ad L vi£ , 

^&LuJhicOtsat^. 

Ui/hmeni 
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hlijbment of civil Jkitty. , 2 . 7%e do&rifuof a fuiur^ 
fiatt of rewards and punijhmentt, 3. 7%e error of 
poljtheifm^ and the princifU of the unity. The God- 
defs'skgiflation in Sicily and Attica, (atboth which^ 
{daces me wa$ iaid to civilize the favage manners • 
of the inhabitants,) gave birth-- to. the/f/?^; Her: 
fearch for her daughter Proferpine inhell, to the 
fifond ; and her refcntment againft the gods for their . 
peiini^on'X>f,.v<M:^ connivance at, the rape, to the* - 
third'. ^ 

But here le't it? be observed,: thaf the- ^ir^-of 
the myfteries were* unfolded both by words and: 
iUfions : of which,<. Ariftidea • gives --the* • reafon, . 
^ That the founds and thcy?jf^/jvmfght mutually 
affift each other in makmg aiv^imprefTion on the. * 
jliinds of the initiated."" The error of potytheifm^ 
derefore, was as welltexpofcd-by the dark wander^ 
tags in the fubterraneous pafiage^, through which^ 
the initiated began bi« courfe; as by the informal- 
tion given hint by the hierophant : And the truths - 
tf the uHttyi as ftrongly illuftrated by the iv}o'rJoti' 
JtydXfiA ihQ felf'feen image \ the difFufive Joining 
Jight J as by the hymn ^/^Orphcusr', or this fpcccht 
of Anchifes> . 

^ TequjB Cerear^Xibera <|^aiuiiv6ACBJi-*-A q«ibiir initial 
Vttge, atque vi£lus, legum^ morum> manfuetudinis hununi- 
tatis exemj^la hominibus & civUatibus data^ acdifpertita eflfe* 
dicuntur. CrV. in ferr. V. c. 7a. . 

" ' This circiimftaiice A{>oUodorus informs ns of j his wordr 
aicthefc — 'h/LaAtffo, J^ ^ctp* ipfJitwifAfy on TTfiirwt oji^. 
tAp iffx«<ny, OPnZOMENFH 0EOI2 AnEAIREN^- 
CTPANON' UKa,ffBS^A J'i yvueuxiy Imgy df '£Asw- - 
iffYtt. Dcbi L. I. c 5. 

"I^Sv ArAAMATA.9«x2l^ ^aW rtV£^V7ei. Jamkf.de 



,64 ^DISSERTATION «« /A* 

On the whole, if I be not greatly deceived, the 
view in which I place this famous epifode not only 
clears up a number of difEcuIties, inexplicable on 
any other fcheme, but likewifeexceedingly ennobles, 
^nd gives a graceful heightening to, the whole 
poem. For now the epifode is feen to be an eflen- 
tial part of the main fubje£l ; which is the erection 
of a civil policy^ and a religion : For cuftom had 
made initiation into the myfteries a neceilary prepa- 
rative to that arduous undertaking. 

But there is no place in this admirable poem, 
even to the shield of ^n£as, which will not 
inftru£t us how confiderable a ftation the mj/leries 
held in public life ; and how neceflary they were 
fuppofed to be to the full equipage of a hero. 

The ornaments on this (hield confift of two 
principal parts or ftories, very difierently executed. 
The iirft a loofe (ketch of the foundation, and 
early fortunes of Rome ; the fecond, a highly 
finiiiied pi£^ure of the viftory at A£lium. Thjefe fa 
diflimilar pieces, feem to be as oddly conncdted i 
by a fudden jump into another world. 

. — " HincpYocul addit 
Tiartareas etiamfedes^ alta oflia Ditis j 
£t feeler um pcenas^ et te^ Catilinay minaci' 
Pendentem fcopulo^ furiarumque or a trementem ; 
Secretofquepios \ His dantem jura Catonem, L. IX.' 

But there is more in this difpoiition than appears at 
firft fight. The feveral parts make an uniform' 
and connected whole. The firft of the two prin- 
cipal parts, we have obferved, is a view of the 
foundation and firft eftablifhment of ancient Rome. 
Now Dionyfius of Hal. tells us, that this city was 
in nothing more excellent, or worthy of imitation,^ 
than in the genius of its national religion ; which] 
was fo conftruftcd as tQ:be always ready to render 
3 fervicc 
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fervice to the State* Hence Virgil, when he has 
brought us to the time that their dvil eftablifhment 
was perfe£Uy fecured by the flaughterand difperfion 
bf the Gaulsy 

(— •** Scutis proteSii corpora longisy) 

goes on to the religious cpnfiitution : 

• 

** ///V exultantes /alios ^ nudofqtu lupercoSj 
Lanigerofque apices y et lapfa ancilia ccelo 
Extuderat : Cafta ducebant facra per urbem 
Pilentis matres in mollibus ■ 

Now Strabo obferves that the ancient Pagan ro- 
ligion confifted of two parts, the opemnA the jecret ". 
The openy Virgil has given us in the Salian and 
Lupercal rites. What remained was the fecrei ; and 
this he gives us in an oblique defcription of the 
nq/leriesy where (as we have fhewn) the fcenes of a 
future Jiate were exhibited to the initiated, 

— ' ** Hinc procvl addtt 
Tartareas etiamfedesy aha oftia ditis j 
Et fcelerum paenasy et te, Catilina^ minaci 
Pendentemfcopulo, furiarumque ora irementem ; 
Secretosque pigs ; His dantemjura Catonem. 

And, as before, by -/Eneas's dcfcent to the infernal 
Jhadesj he meant an initiation into the myjteries 5 
fo here by the view oi Tartarus and Elyjium^ he 
means the celebration of them. 

If it be afked, why Cato is put, as it were, in 
the place of Minos, and Catiline of Tityus, the 
anfwer will let us into another beauty. It is a fine 

" TJLc yXv ffvv tvinfftAO^jJiVf retf /i X.«eif . 

^ tas men mtstikqs, ta:s ae en ♦ane- 

r Q . "'-'-^Strab. Geogr* 1. x. 

infmua* 
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iniinuation that thefe foreign rites of Eleufis de-^ 
iferved to be naturalized at Rome \ which was thei 
opinion of Cicero before him ".. 

Here it may not be improper to take notice of a>- 
common miftake,. as old at leaft as Servius, that 
Cato the cen for,, and not Cato ofUttca, is meant in., 
this place. Alow fervile fuppoiltion, that the couit«- 
poet would not dare to celebrate this great patrorr*-; 
of liberty, made the critics feek.out for a Cato <. of. 
a diftant age,, to brave Catiline in hell,, when.they 
might have Teen it could be none but his- great, 
contemporary,, who had before condemned. him at. 
Rome. And the circumftances in which the poet 
places them feem evidently to allude to. the famous 
contention in full fenate,.between Cato andCsefar,.. 
concerning the fate of Catiline's followers ; whom. 
Cato was for fending to the infernal regions, to* 
reoeive their final-doom from the judges ofhelL To.^ 
mfdAt this fentence, C^far took occafionto laugtv> 
at the notion of a future ftate : As the other, for a^.. 
contrary reafori, .fet. himfelf to Support and defend.- 
it. The laft line, , 

** S£creto/que.pm\ his dantemjura Caionemy 

was probably: a compliment to Cato in his little 
fenate at Utica. All this coniidered, we fee the. 
reafon^ .the great artift had to call his pidlure, 

■ 

■ In hi< book jaf Laws,- in whicb^ he delivers a plan for the- • 
ccrre6lion and improvenieiit of the Roman conltitution* he de- 
clares againft tto^urnal rites, but with an exception for the 
Elfujinian \ for which, he gives thi$reaibn«— iV)e(Mmij6f r»x«- 
multa •eximia diinnitque vitiattur At hen it tu* feptriffcy ai^ 
qi^e in vita bomnum uttulife. Sum HIHIL melius illi& 
MYSTERiis, quibus ex agrefii immamque *uita excuiti, ad . 
HVMANITATEM) ET MiTiGATi SVMVS : initiaque «^ ^- 
pfUaniury ita rtvera pvinctpia vitae cognwinjus ; tuque folutn^ 
cum U(titia vivetrdi rationem aecepimusy fed eiiank cum fp^ 
meliore jDoriendi.. De Leg. L. II. .c, i4.. . 

^* Clipfi 
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— — " CUpei non enarrMkUxtum* 

And now the general principle of the Jixtb boofc. 
being further fupported by this collateral circum- 
ilance,, it will enable us to difcover and explain-, 
another beauty in the ftventhf which, depending oit« 
that principle, could not be feen without it. 

If the recommendation of the myfttrm was of 
&ch importance in an epic poem of xKisfpecies^. 
and if at the time of writings many of the nv^ertes 
were become abominably profligate.; we can hard-- 
ly believe but that the poet (after he had fo largely 
expatiated in praife of the moft holy and ufeful) 
.would take care to reprcAatc fuch as.were become 
•notoriouily corrupt ; becaufe. this^- tended equally 
with the other to. vindicate, what he had in viewr^, 
the honour of 'the feiftitntiona And what ftrengthens, 
this Gortjefture, is the ilmilar condu£t of another 
great writer of antiqjiity,,Apui,Eius of Madaura^ , 
in his Metamorphosis: A tM>ok,. though, of aL: 
very fingular and;fantafticcompofition,yet written, 
as I have fhewnv. altogether in this view, to re^ 
ctmimend tbe. Pagan m^fteries : In which the author 
hath been no le(s circumftantial in reprobating the 
corrupt myfteries of the Syrian godp^ss, than 
in extolling the pure rites of the Egyptian I sis. 

This theafeems a neceflary part in the plan of;~ 
Virgil's poem. But it appears to have been no 
cafy matter to execute. To do it in another alle- 
gory, would have been without grace, j nor was.. 
there any repofe in the latter part of the aftion of 
the poem,, as there was in the former, to admit a 
digreflion of fuch a length. On the other hand^,, 
to condemn all corrupt tn^eries in the plain di- 

* See the explanation of the MctamQrpbqfif of Apuleius^ la * 
th$ Div. Leg, B, II. -Sea. 4^.. 
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dadic way, did not fuit the nature of his poem ; 
or if it had fuited it, could it have been ufcd, with- 
out hurting the uniform texture of the work, after 
the pure rites had been fo covertly recommended 
under figures and fiftions. 

The poet therefore, with admirable Invention, 
hath contrived in the next book, to render the 
moft corrupt of the m^eries^ the fecret rites of 
Bacchus, very odious, by making them the in- 
flrument to traverfe the defigns of providence, in 
the eftablilhment of his hero; and by putting a 
FURY on the office of exciting the afpirants to the 
celebration of them. Amata, the mother of Lavinja, 
in order to violate the league commenced between 
^neas indLatinus, contrives, at the inftigationof 
Aledlo, to fecrete her daughter ; and to devote and 
confecrate her to Bacchus, in an initiation into ^e 

of his abominable rites. 

' <• 

y SiMULATO numineB ACCHl \ _ v 

Majus adorta nefas, major emque orfa furortm^ 
Evolat^ it Ti2X2m frondojis montthus abdit ; 
^uo thalamum eripiat Teucris^ tadafqne moretur : 
Evoe^ Bacche ! fremens solum te virgins 

DIGNUM. 

Vocifgrans 

Fama volat : Furiifque auenfas peSiore m2Xrt^y 

Idem omnis Jimul ardor agity nova quarere teSia, 

Deferuere domos — — 

Clamat.: lo, matres ■ ♦ 

Solviti crinales vittas^ capite orgia mecum^ 
^alem inter JUvar<i inter deferta ferarurh 
Reginam Alecto stimulis agit undiq^e 
Bacchi p. 
The myfteries of Bacchus were well chofen for an ex- 
ample of corrupted rites, and of the mifchiefs they 

» L.vii. 

pro- 
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produced ; for they were early, and flagrantly cor* 
rupted. But his principal reafon for this choice, I 
fuppofe, was a very extraordinary ftory he found in 
the Roman annals, of the horrors committed in that 
city, during the dandefline celebration of the 
Bacchic ritei ; which Livy has tranfcribed very cir- 
cuniftantially into the thirty-ninth book of his 
hjftory ; and which I have given below, as it adds 
great light to the fubjeft we are upon «. 

Nor did the poet think he had done enough in 
reprefenting^the corrupt myjleries under thofe circum- 
flances of difcredit, without fpecifyin^'^he mifchiefs 

4 Livy firft acquaints us with the introducer of thefe corrupt 
rites into Italy, whom he thus chara6lenres, *< Gracus ighO" 
bills in Etruriam frimum *venit, nulla cum arteearum, quas 
nniltas ad animorum cotporumque cultum * nobis eruditif- 
flma omnijLim gens invexit, fedfacrijiculus 6f *vates, — ^Thcn 
follows the confeffibn of a farttcipajtt of thefe myfleries,'^^^^ 
<* Turn Hi/pala Griginem facrorum expromit» Primo facra^ 
rium id faminarumfuiffe^ nee quemquam *uirum eo admittifoli* 

turn Vaadicm fastrdoUm omnia tfimquam Deum mcnitifg 

. immutaffe : tram ^ njiros earn pritnam fuos filios initiajfe ; ^ 
noSM'tnian fficrui^ ex diurnOi proiribusin anno diebus quU 
nos finguHs menfibus dies initiorumfecijfe : ex quo in promifcuo 
facrajinti f^ per mifii/viri fee minis, & no^is ti^entia accejfe^ 
rit \ nihil iUfacinonst nihil flagiiii pratermijfum, Plura vi" 
rortetn inter fefe, quam faeminarum effefiupra. Si qui minus 
patientes dedecoris Jint^ pigriores ad facinuSf pro vi^imis 
immolari ^ nihil nefas ducere. Hanc fummam inter eos reli- 
gioneni c0e ^ viios velut mente capta cum ja6^atione fangtica 
cor^i'if raticinarr. Raptosa Diis homines dici quos ma- 
chine illigatos ex confpedlu in abditos fpecus abripiant \ eos 
effe,, q^i out conjurare, out fociari Jacinmbus, aut fluprum 
pati nolu^rjnt, Multitudinem ingentem, alterum jam prope 
fopulum ejfet, in bis nobiles quo/dam iiiros^ fcemuiafque, Bien^- 
nio proximo injiiiutum ejfe^ ne qiiis major *viginti a^nis initia* 
retur \ eapitariatates, ^ erroris&fiupri patient ejj'^ 

. • What Livy mei*ns by eorporumque cultum^ it exp]ame<} in what 
.we have faid above oFthe p.obationarjr toils under^oae by ihiie ajpi • 
rtnti called ibk/oldiert o/" Ml T M a a s. 

thef 
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•^b^ produced ; nor that he had fufBciently diftih- 
guiibeid tbem from the pttr€^ without ihewing thofe 
Hjifchiefs to be fuch as the pure had condemned^ 

^ i^nd providently guarded agalnft. 

The next news therefore we hear of Amata, 
after her celebration of the rites of Bacchus, is her 
SUICIDE, and that, of the moft ignominious kind, 

Purpureos moritura manu dtfcihdit amiSius^ 

Et nodum inioimis laeti irabe ne^it abalta, L. I2« 

This difafter the .pokct makes Jupitdir=ch*argc upoft 
^_Juno ; who by the miniftry oi Aleifto had excited 
-Amata to uninttiation^ 

— — '' Terris agitafe vel wisSf 
. Trajams potuijii : infandum accendere betttm^ 
Deformar^ doMum, ^ luSiu mifcerehymemeos. 
This a£l:ion, as we learn by Plato % the. hofy myfte-^ 
ries expreisly forbad and condemned. On which 
account ounpoet, in his allegorical defcription of 
what was-reprefented in the iK/^^/fe/V«^ has placed 
ifuicides in a ftatcof mifery. 

^^ Proxima deinde Unent m^tfli hta^ qui ftht lethum^ 
&c. 

Thus nobly hath Virgil compleated his dcfign 
^n the fubjeft of the mysteries. The hero of 
the poem, is initiated into the moft pure and holj^ 
of them ; his capital enemy into the moft impure^ 
and corrupt ; and the fchemes and intrigues cff 
€ach party have a correfpondent iffue* 

To conclude, the principles here Iflumcd, \h 
■explaining ihis famous poetical fiftion, are, 1 pre- 
fume, fuch zs give folidityj as well as light, to 

Pbfdrl p. 6l». Ser. ^d. torn, i, 

what 
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^hat is deduced from them : and are, perhaps^ 
the only prmciples frbm which any thing reafon- 
•able can be deduced in an explanation' of- this na<» 
ture. For from what was ihewn to have been 
taughtand reprefented in the mysteries, I infer, 
that iEneas's DEscs^^T' into hell fignifies an 
INITIATION'^ becaufe therois an exa£t' cofiiformi* 
ty, in all the circumftances, between' what Virgil 
delivers of his hero's adventure^ and M^hat anti-^ 
quity delivers concerning the silEw's and doc- 
trines of theMYSTE?RiEs, into which heroes wert^ 
wont to be initiated. On thecontrary, had I gratu^ 
itoufly fuppofed, without any.'previous knowledge 
of what was pra<Sifed in the wy/^iW, that the de/^ 
<ent was an initiation, merely becaufe Auguftu«' 
(who was ihadowed under the perfon of iEneas) 
was initiated ; and thence inferred, that the m^e^- 
ties did exhibit the/ame fcenes which the poet hath 
made hell to exhibit to his hero, my expIanatioA- 
had been as devoid of any folid dedudion, as of any . 
-reafonaHe principle* - And yet^ if authority coulS 
-fuppert fb impertinent a piece of criticifm, we had 
a very confxderable one to keep u$ in countenance*' 
-A celebrated writer, in a traft, intitled Refle^iom 
(m the character of Japis in Virgil^ goes altogether 
on this. gratuitous kind of criticifm. Without any 
.previous knowledge of the life and fortunes of An- 
ToNius MusA, the phyiician of AuguftUs, he 
fuppofes that Virgil meant this perfon by Japis 5 
merely becaufe Auguftus was meant by iEneas-, 
And then, from what the poet tells us of Japis*« 
hiftory, the critic concludes, it muft have made 
part of the hiftory of Mufa : And fo infteaci 
of explaining a fable by hiftory, he would re- 
gulate hiftory on a fable : Whereas the principles 
^ truQ criticifm ihould have dire<Sled the learned 

5 writer 
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writer to enquire previoufly, what antiquity had 
left us concerning the perfon of Antonius Mufa : 
And if, on comparing what he found, with what 
Virgil has delivered concerning Japis, there ap* 
peared any ftrong refemblance ; then, and not till 
then, his ingenious conje£ture that Japis was Mu- 
fa, would ftand upon a reafonable foundation. It 
was not thus that an able critic lately explained • 
Virgil's noble allegory, in the beginning of the 
third Georgic ; where, under the idea of a mag- 
nificent temple, to be raifed to the divinity of Au- 
guftus, the poet promifes the famous epic poem, 
which he afterwards eredled in his honour. But 
had the exiftence of fuch a poem never come to 
our knowledge, I am perfuaded, this excellent wri- 
ter had never troubled the world with fo flender a 
conje6^ure (as it muft have then appeared) that a 
proieded temple figniiied the plan of an epic poem ; 
and 'therefore that Virgil executed, or at leaft pro- 
jeded fuch a work. In truth, critics fhouldpro* 
ceed in thefe enquiries concerning their author's 
hidden meaning, with the fame caution and fo- 
hriety which courts of juftice employ in the detec- 
tion of concealed criminals ; who take care, in the 
firft place, to be well aflured of the corpus deliSli be* 
fore they venture to charge the faft upon any one, 

* See H»r* Ep^ ad Ai^f» with an Engli/h Com, ami notes, 
p.a6. 



THE 



[ 73 3 



THE 



FIFT H BOOK 



O F 



V I R G I L's JENE LD- 



ARGUMENT. 

^neas fetiingfail from Africk^ is driven by qjiorm on 

the coafls of Sicily^ where ke is hofpiiably received by 

his friend Aceftes^ king ofpartofthel$LAl\l>y4ind 

horn of Trojan parentage* He celebrates the 

memory of his father Ijuith divine honours^ in/fitutes 

funeral games^ and appoints frizes for thoji who 

Jhould conqsfer in them. TVhile the ceremonies wen 

performing^ Juno fends Iris to perjuade the Trojan 

women to burn the Jhips^ who, upon her injligatimy 

fet fire to them; %Mch burnt four ^ and would have 

confumedthe reji^ had net fupiter by a fudden Jhower 

txtinguijhed it. Upon ihisy MneaSy by the advice of 

one of his generals^ and a vifton of bis father ^^ builds 

a city ^ for the ivonien^ old men y and others^ who were 

. either unfit for ivar^ or weary of the voyage ; and 

fails for Italy, Venus procures of Neptune n fafe 

voyage for him and all his men^ excepting only his 

pilot Pa'inuruSf who was unfortunately lo/f. 

Vol, III, E 
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THE 

FIFTH BOOK.* 

NO W with aprofp'rott? breeze> ^neas Held 
liis deftin'd courfe, and ^plbagh'd the watry 
field i 

Unhappy Dido's funeral flames furveys, 
That gild the ipires« and round the bulwarks blaze ; 
But foon the hidden caufe the prince divin'd 5 

From tlie known traniports of a female mind ; 

* I have frequently wondered at the iud|rment of the cele- 
brated Montaghe, who fays, he efteemed this book of the 
^neidy to be the mod peifefl and beautiful of the whole 
twelve. *Tis not to be difputed that it contains many and va- 
rious beauties, but being^ purely defcriptive, and not at all 
applying to the pafHons, it can never intereft the reader Co 
deeplyji nor engage his attention fo (Irongly, as feveral other 
parts of the poem muft do, if he has any feeling or fenfibility. 
As to the nature and chara6^r of this fifth book, I fiiall tran- 
fcribe a pafTage from Monfiear Segrais. 

'' The fanre reafon, fays he, which caufed the variety I took 
iiotice of in the firft book| upon the defcription of thatpleafant 
piaco and retired harbour which the poet prefeijtsto the reader, 
imttiediately after the ,jSl^re of the dreadful tempeft, was 
doubtlefs the caufe'of that variety which we find between this 
fifth, and that which precedes it. The poet, judicious through- 
out, having imag'tnetf the reprefentation of thefe fports would 
be a great embellifliment to his work, becaufe it is a,fubjc£l 
capable of much ofnarnent, judged farther, that he could no 
where better infeit it, than in this place, to make an agreeable 
contrail to what he had treated of in the fourth book : not 
3 doubting 
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With fuch a whirl their fiery paffionsittcyre^ 
In the mad rage of difa^pointed love t 

Now o'er the deep the rapid gallies fly. 
And the vaft roand was only wave and Iky. to 

A cloud all charged with livid darknefs fpreads, 
Black'ning'the floods, and gathering o'er their heads. 
Aloud the carefal Palinurus cries ; 
Lo ! what a dreadful ftorai unrolves the flues ! 
Oh ! Neptune, mighty father of the main I 15 

What tempefts threaten from thy watry reign ? 
Then he commands to furl the fails, andfwcep 
With every bending oar the foamy deep. 
Himfelf, to break the blaft, ^s fails inclined. 
And fled obliquely with the driving wind. ^9 

Oh ! mighty prince^ the tremblin|r matter xry'd, 
Scarce coukl I hope, in fuch a toffing tide> 

doubting but that it was requlfite'to retreat* the fpirits of his 
leader, gricted and afftiifted by the tragical death of Dido. 
That beautiful order which is remarkable through his whole 
poeni, difcovers itfelf particularly m the detail of this book t 
Thcic fports, varied by the divcrfity of their own nature, are 
flill more fo by his manner of relating them, by the different 
fcene, and the different I'ucccfs, and by the rewards propor. 
tioned exaftly to the dignity of the contention, and the qua- 
lity of the contenders. The anions of the hero are condu^* 
cd with no leis judgment. The poet confidered, that the 
perfon whom he Would propofe as « pattern to others, ought 
not to be regarded in the moft fubliine and important ai$^ions 
only : He thought fit, after the example of Homer, to buma» 
nize his hero a little ; and. to ihew him as well in fports and 
diverfions, as in other -more ftriking occun-enccs of civil life. 
Let any one then confider the equity, gentlenefs and huma- 
nity, which accompanies all his a£lLons y and all -the dectn* 
cics which he is made to obfcnrc.'* 
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To reach Heiperla and foimount the flood, 

Tho' Jove had pall the promife of a God. 

See ! from the weit what thwarting winds arifc I 2^ 

How in one cloud are gathered half the flciea ! 

In vain our courfe we labour to maintain. 

And, flruggling, work againil the ftorm in vain. 

Let us, fince fortune mocks our toil, obey, 

And fpeed our voyage, where fhe points the way. ^ jo 

For not far diftant lies tlie realm, that bore 

Your brother Eryx, the Sicilian ihore. 

If right I Judge, whofe eyes with conHant car£ 

Have watch'd the heav'ns, retracing every flar. 

I fee, reply'd the prince, thy fruitlefs pain, « 

That long has ilruggled with the winds in vain. 
Then change thy courfe, the whirling gulls obey. 
And (leer with open fails a different way. 
Oh ! to what dearer land can I retreat ? 
There I may rig again my ihatter'd fleet : ^o 

That land my father's facred du& contains. 
And there my Trojan friend, Aceftes reigns. 
This faid, they fleer their courfe ; the weftern gales 
With friendly breezes llretch their bellying fails ; 
Smooth o'er tlic tides the flying navy paft, 45 

And reach'd with joy the well-known fhore at lad. 

The king with wonder from a mountain's brow 
Beheld the fleet approach the coaft below ; 
Then, with a javelin in his hand, defcends, 
Clad in a lion^s fpoils, to meet his friends, 50 

47. The king.} The very drefs and appearance of this roo^ 
Darcb> prepare the readerf or his chafafter and behaviour. 
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This monarch fprung from great Crkiifus' flood j 

His Trojan mother mingling with die god. 

with due regard he hails- the kindred train^ 

Arriv'd from Carthage at his realms again ; 

With feafts their fainting fpirits he reftor'd ; 55 

And rural viands crown'd the generous board.. 

Now the diminiih'd Hars had fled away 
Before the glories of the dawning day.^ 
His friends Mntzs. fammon'd from the coafl ; 
Then from a riflng point be (poke the hofl : Co 

Yc far-fam'd fon» of Troy, a race divine, 
Whofe fathers fprung from Jove's immortal linc^ 
Now the full circle of the year run» round, 
Smce we difpos'd niy fire in foreign ground^ 

63, Noiv the full circle of the year runs r^und.'] To con- 
firm the opinion of the critics chat the a^iiofi of the i^ncid is 
comprifed intone yew, Catrou hath given us the following 
calculation : * 

»• I fuppoCe that it is ar point founded on hiftory, that Troy 
was fa^ked in the month of May 5 or, at fartheft, in the 
month of June; ar.- Ifuppoib again, that J&neas ftayed two 
months, or thereabouts, at Antandros, to build his fleet; 
and that he did not go from thence till the month of March, 
in the year which followed the taking of Troy. .3,1 fuppofe 
moreover, that i^eas was foUr years and fomc months ia 
pafling the feas,. and in making his unfuccefsful fettlements in 
Thface and Crete, In my note 7 on book 3. I have ob- 
fecved,. that the hero fpends one luftrum in his. voyages from 
Aatandros s This luilrum contains four full years. The 
Tw^an fleet left Antandros in the month of March j The 
Aftian gamds are celebrated about the Dog-days in the month 
ef Auguft, Thus the four years and fome months areera«Sliy 
made out, 4, I fuppofe that the Trojans did not leave Kpirus 
till Auguft ; and indeed, at their departure from this Jaft place 
Virgil tells us, that the fca gave marks of the approaching - , 
winter, Et glacialis by ems aquilonibus afierat undas.^ This 
•aanot be faid of any- other month than O^obcrj^ oi- Novcm- 

E 3 b«r 
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Rais*d verdant altars to the mighty ihade» 65 

And paid all fimcral honours to the dead : 

And now the fatal day is juft retum'd. 

By me (fo Heaven ordaint) with rites adom'd. 

For ever honourM, and for ercr momn'd ; 

Tho* banifh'd to the burning Libyan fand, 70 

Tho' led a captire to the Argive land, 

Tho* loft and fliipwrecfc'd on rite Grecian fta. 

Still would I iblemnize thia fitred day. 

her at lead, 5. I farther foppoTe, that iEneas covid hardly 
arrive at Dreparivm before Janoary s The vcffislt todt up not 
more than two months In failiDg into the Adriatic gulf j and» 
after that, in coafting all the Italian ihore, and in fearching 
for Drepanum in the Tyrrhene fea« 6. I laftiy fuppofe, that 
^neas was in Sicily the. eleven months remaining^ till the 
moi>th of NoveR^ber, with which the ^neid opens. 1 

According to the foregoing computation » January wa) the 
month in which Mnt%s arriTed at the p<»rt of Sicily, where 
he iofl his father. It very erideutl^r appears, from the poet> 
own nacratioB, that Anchifes died in February } and that hnr 
anoiverfary was kept in the fame month $ which I thus pr0ve* 
^neas parted firom Cartha^ in the depth of winter, Ifybtrim 
molirisfidire cUtfem : This is what Didoreproaches him with t 
This certainly coiukl mean no other timt than the end of Ja* 
nuary. According to this fuppofition i£lieas ftayed but three 
months at Carthage; that is, from November to the endof Ja-- 
nuary. As to what remains, we cannot podibly prore, that 
his ftay was longer ; and nothing can induce us to bdieve that 
it was. So that when he anives in Sicily, that is to fay, at 
the beginning of February, he declares that very day to be 
the anniverfary of his father t It thei'efore follows, that his 
father died in February, ^neas afterwards fpends one month 
in the celebration of the games, after leaving Sicily a fecond 
time to fail for Italy, whither he arrives at the beginning of 
the fpring. This lait point is plain, from the fineing of the 
birds, and the ferenity of the (ky, which began to look dear, 
cum *vettti pofuire^ For the re(f, the wars of ^neas in Italy 
till the death of Tumus, iafted from the beginning of tt^ 
April, when he came into Italy, to the November following. 
According to this plan, we may determine the i^eid to bc^ 
comprifed within the courfe of anefolar year^ 
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Sore all the friendly powVa oar canrie infpire. 

To the dear relics of my reverend fire. 75 

Hafte then, the new*adopt^d god adore. 

And from hia gr^e aproip^roiu gale implore ; 

Implore a city » where we ftill may pay. 

In his own fime, the honours of the day* 

On every (hip two oxen are beAow*d 8« 

By great A^&e$. of oor Dardaa blood ; 

Call tQ the fcaft your native Phrygian pow'rs» 

With thqfr theliofpitable king adores. 

Soon as the ninth fair monung's. opening light 

Shall glad the world, and chace the fliades of night, 85 

Then to my Trojans I propofe, to grace 

Th^ie feared ri^es, the rapid naval nupe ; 

Then al]| who glory in their matchlefs force. 

Or yai^nt their fiery fwif|neis in the couHe, 

Or dart the fpear, or bend die twanging bow, 90 

Or to the dr^fnl gauntlet, dare tl^e foe, 

Attend ; and each by merit bear away 

The noble palms, an4 glories of ihp day. 

Now grace your heads with verdant wreaths, he fiud ; 

Then with his mother's myrtle binds his head. ^ 95 

Like him» Aceftes, and the royal boy 

Adorn their brows, ^ith all the youth of Troy. 

Now to the tomb furrounded with a throng, 
A mighty train, the hero paft along. 

98. N^tv to the tomb,'] Tht critics and commentators reera 
not to have perceived the defign which the poet undoubtedly 
had, in this epifbde of the apotheofis of Anchifes, and in the 
defcription of the games which ,are celebrated at his tomb. 
It ii Au^uftus that Virgil reprefents here under the chaia^er 

E 4 of 
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Two bowls of milk, and facred blood he pours ; i^oo 
Two of pure wine ; and fcatters purple flow'rs. 
Then thus — Hail facred fire, all hail again. 
Once more rcftor'd, but ah \ reftor'd in vain ! 
^Twas more than envious fate would give, to. fee 
The deftin'd realms of Italy with thee ; 105 

Or mighty Tyber's rolling ftreams expl<Mrc, 
The facred flood, that bathes th' Aufonian ihore. 
Scarce had he faid, when, beauteous to behold ! 
From the deep tomb, with many a ihining fold. 
An azure ferpent lofe, in fcales that fiam'd with 
gold: iio 



of MnevL9. The pious Auguftus, by the ajpotheofis (er dei- 
fication) with which he honoured Juhus Cselar his father, and 
hy the games which he caufed to be performed to celebrate this 
rew god ) gave Virgil an occafion of inventing this epiUbde, 
rnd of making thete games and honours the fubje^l of one 
entire book. This appears very charming, even to us at pre- 
ieDt ; although the commentators have taken no notice of the 
relation it bore to Auguftus. But*how much more interefting . 
and delightful mvft it have been to Augufttis himfelf, and the 
Romans of that kge, who remembered that they themfelves 
performed the fame things for Julias Caefar, which the poet 
snakes i^neas perform in honour of Anchiies ? Catrou. 

1 10. 4w dxure ferpent rofe infialesJ] Th??re a e many beau • 
tiful de r iptions of this animsJ in the iEneid of Virgil, and 
in the Georgics likewife. M. Sf graif b of opinion, that there 
are indeed too many of the fame creature. There are few paf- 
fages in Ovid, finer than his piflure of the fcrpents, into 
which Cadmus and iftfculapiiis were transformed. Under 
this head it would be unpardonable to omit Milton's exquifite 
defcription of the tempting ferpent, which far exceeds that of 
•ny poet whatever. 

■ not with indented wave 

Prone on the ground, as fmce $ but in his rear. 
Circular bafe of rifme folds, that towr'd 
Fold above fold, a riung maze ^ his head 

Crcftcd 
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^ilse heaven's bright bow his valuing beauties (hone. 

That draw? a thoufand coloura from the fun : 

Fleas'd roi^nd the altars and the tomb to wind^ 

His glittering length of volames trails behind. 

The chief in deep amaze fufpended hung, 115; 

While through the bowls the ferpent glides along ; 

Taftes all .the food, theafoftly Aides away. 

Seeks the dark tomb, and quits' the facred prey ; 

Aftoniih'd at the fight, the hero paid 

New rites^ new honours • to his father's fhade, 1 29 

Doubts if thedaBmon of his fire rever'd. 

Or the kind genius of the place appeared. 

Five fable fteers he flew with rites divine. 

As many fnowy iheep» and briftly fwine ; 

And pouring wine, invok'd his father's fhade 1 25 

Sent from the darkfome regions of the dead. 

Then all the train, who gathered round the grave. 

Each for his rank, proportioned treafures gave. 

The altars blaze ; the vi£dms round expire ;, 

Some hang the maffy cauldrons o'er the fire : 13* 

Some o'er the grafs the glowing embers fpread ; 

Some broil the entrails on the burning bed. 

Now bright the ninth expected morning fhone;. 
Now rofe the fiery courfers of the fun. 



/ Crafted aloft, and carbuncle lils eyes : 
With biimi(h'd nedc of verdant gold, ere6l 
Amid his circling Ipires, that on the grafs 

Floted redundant : 

Book 9. V, 4.9 ffr 

It was judicious in Milton to dwell fo long on the defcrip" 
tioD-of the ferpent,.on which the cataftrophe of his poem dc*- 
y«ndcd, E 5 
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When endtds crowds the v^UI dTembly crovm^d 13; 
Prom all the wid€'dir{)eopltd country roQnd. 
Some rouft'd by |;reat Aceftes' mighty name. 
Some to1>ehold th^ Tn^an ftrangers came. 
Some to contend, and try the nobl« game. 

In view, amid the fpacioos circle, lay i^o 

The coftly gifts, the prizes of the day. 
Arms on the ground, sutd hmd tr^M^ds glow^ 
With wreaths arid palms to 1»nd the vigor's farow^ 
Silver and purple veils in heaps are rollM, 
Rich robes, and talents of the pureft gold ; 14$ 

And from a mount the Rightly tmtnp proclaims 
To all the gathered crowd the glorious games. 

Four well-match'd galHes firft, by oars impeHVi 
Drawn frcmi i&e navy, took the watiy lieM. 

14.S. Four nxfeil-iffatcb'd ^dUes.'i The cfcariot-racc is that 
which Homer has moft kibdHred in hts games, of which Vir- 
gil being fenfible, he moft judicloufly avoided the imitation of 
vhat he cc^Id not hnprove, and fubHitBtcd in Its place the 
Baval courfe or ibip-tace. It is in thif , the iloman poet has 
employed all his fprce, ss if on fct purpofe to rival his great 
mafter; but it is extremely oblervable, how conftanflf he 
keeps Homer in his eye, and is afraid to dq>trtfrom hb^ircFy 
track, even when he had vary'd the ftibjcft itfeif. Accord- 
ingly the accidents of the naval courfe have a ftrai?ge refem- 
blance with thofe of Homer* s charioti*ra«e» tf e could not 
forbear at the very beginning, to draw a part of that descrip- 
tion into a fTmile. Do not we fee he has Horaer^s clMrid^s iir 
his hsad, by thefe lines ? 

Non tarn pr^cipites^ &c.— Ver. i44« 

What is the encounter of Cloanthus and Gyas in ^e ftrait 
between the rocks, but the fame with that of Menelaus and 
Antilochus in the hollow way } Had the galley of Sergeihis 
been broken, if the chariot of Eumelufs had'notbieen demo- 
lijfhed ? Or, had Mneftheus be^ caft from the hcln)> had not 

tfalb 
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In the fwift Dolpbiamigkty Mn^keus came, 1 50 

Mneftheus, the founder of the Memmiaii aame. 

Next Gyas in the vaft Chimaera fweeps 

(Huge as a town) the hoarfe refouncling deeps : 

Three rows of oars employ the panting train. 

To pufh th' enormous burthen o'er the main. 155 

the other bf ep thrown fro;u His fiat I Does not hto^QUS e ;c* 
hort his rowers in the words Antilochus had u£pd to his horfes ? 

Nee jam prima feto Mncflbeus neque tnncere certo, 
£lun»quam O ! fedfuferent quibus hoc Neptune dedifii % 
Extremos pudeat rediife I koc ^jicite, civ<s» 
Et probibite ntfas ! ■ — — 

Tu/«J^» iT*jrot&t i'ffA^^v®^^ ^i^tv PAtm 

Upon the whole, the de(^rIption of the fea-racff, I think, 
has the more poetry and ma^eity \ that of the chariots, , more^ 
nature and liveJy incidenis. There is nothing in Virgil fo 
pi£lurefque, fo animated, tx which fo much marks the cha- 
racters, as the epilbdes of Antilochus and Menelaus, Aiax 
and Idomeneus, with that beautiful interpofition of old Ne'(tor» 
— 0.n the other iide, in Virgil the deicripkion itfelf is nobler ^ 
it has fomething. more oftentationdy grand, and feems a fpec* 
tacle more worthy the prefenee of princes and great perfons. 

Pope's notes on the a 3d Iliad- 
150. Mighty Mnefiheus •'I "'TIS lurprizing that Virgil, who 
marks the origin o^ three very iiluftrious tamilfes ot Rome> 
the Scrgiens, the Memmians, and Cluentines, hath omitted 
the .family of the Geganians,^ who were derived from Gyas. 

Gatrou. 
154. ^Tbree r(nvs of oars, "] Virgil here defcrll)es one 6f thofis- 
three- oared galleys of the ancients ; concerning which much 
is faid by many Greek and Roman writers. It nuift be owned 
Hkcwife, that in the time of -^neas, this fort of veflfel was not 
in ufe, {inceit was invented long afterwards by Aminocles of 
Corinth. This is an anachronifm, ;v^hicli is to be imputed but 
as a (light fault to the poet. C.vtrou. 
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Sergeftas in die Centanr took hit pkce. 

The gloriom father of the Sergian race. 

In the blue Scylla great Cloanthai itKle, 

"The noble. Iborce of our Cluentian blood ; 

Far in the main a rock advances o*er 1 60 

The level tides, and front* the foamy fhorc, 

That hid beneath the rolling ocean lies. 

When the black ftorms involve the ftany fides. 

But in a calm its lofty head difplays 

To reil the birds who wing the fpacioas icas. ' 165 

Here the great hero fixt an oaken bough, 

A mark, that nodded o'er the craggy brow ; 

To teach the train to fleer the backward way, 

And fetch a fhorter circle round the fea : 

1'hen, rank'd by lot, confpicuous o'er the flood, 170 

The chiefs array'din gold and purple glow'd. 

The youths green poplars round 

And bright with oil their naked 

Eager, they grafp their oars, and lift' 

Thick in their hearts alternate motions play. 

Now preft with beating fears they fink away. 

Now throb with rifing hopes to win the glorious day. 

Soon as the trump the iirft (hrill fignal blew, 

« 

All, in a moment, from the barrier flew : 

Turn'd by their labouring oars the furges rife, 180 

And with their Ihouts the Tailors rend the fkics. 

The foamy tides with equal furrows fweep ; 

And, opening to the keel, divides the hoary deep. 

Not half fo fwift the fiery courfers pour, 

•And, as they ftart, the diftant plain devour; 185 
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Nor half fo fierce the drivers,. poU'd inaiis 
Urge the fleet fleeds to whirl the flying car; 
Throw up the reins, and, bending o'er the yoke«* 
Shottt, lafli, and fend their fouls at every ftrokc^ 
l^he crowds in parties join ; and, to the cries 199 

And eager flionts, the hollow wood replies ; 
While hills to hills repeat the mingled roar. 
And the long echo rolls around the winding fliore. 
With peals of load apphofe from every iide 
Firft Gyas flew, and fliot along the tide. 19^ 

Cloanthus follows, but his pond'rous ihip, 
Tho' better mann'd, moves heavier on the deep^ 
Behind, the Dolplun and the Centaur lay, 
~ At equal diflance, on the watry way v 
Now darts the rapid Dolphin o'er the main, 200 

Now the vaft Centaur wins the day again : 
Then, fide by fide, and front by front, they join, - 
And plow in frothy tracks the ruffled brine. 
And now proud Gyas reach'd th' appointed place, 
Awhile^he viftor of the watry race ; 205 

Then to Menaetes call'd, and gave command. 
To leave the right, and fleer againft the land ; 
Let others plow the deep ;— in vain he fpoke; 
The cautious pilot dreads the lurking it)ck, 
. And turns his prow, and fleers. a diflerent road, 210 
And leaves the fliallows for the open flood. 

107, Uofve the right.'] The word palmula in the original 
fignifies the extremity of the oar, which being made broad, 
refembles a mnn^s hand. 

207. Againft the land »"] Horace has a like expreflion with 
thtus ama^ in the original^ amatque janua limen. JU i. 
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Once more in rain the raging Gyas cry 'd» 

And io ! that moaMDt, brave Cloanthiu fpy'd 

Clofe at his back, who plowM the nearer tkk. 

The dangerous way the daring hero took zi^ 

Between bold Gyaa and the rounding rock» 

Sadden beycod the chief he flioots awa^, 

Clearof thegoal, and gains the roamy iea. 

Then Gyaa wept ; and grief and rage cnflame 

The youth, fiirgetful of his friends and fiune, 22# 

From the high ftem, with anger and di(lain» 

He hurl'd the hoary mafter in the main ; 

Then madly took himfidf the feie command. 

And iir'd his traiii, and bore i^on the land. 

Hoary with age, and ftruggling long in vain, 225 

With cumb'rous ve^, Menaetes mounts again ; 

Trembling he cUmb'da lofty rock ; and dry'd 

His limbs, all drench'd and reeking with the tide. 

Loud laugh'd the crowds to ke hitn ihoot ;iway. 

Drink and di%Qrge hy turns the briny fea. 230 

At diftance Mneftheosand Sergeftus lie ; 

Both hope to pafs the fiery Gyas by. 

The Vantage firft <he hold Sergeftus took. 

With rapid fpeed, aduranong to the rock ; 

But not a length before : ^e Dolphin rides 23; 

With riyal ipeed, andibears upon her £des. 

. S29, Loud laughed the crvwds, &c.] Addifon having ob- 
Itrved that pleafantry^ or ridiculous tmaget are below the die-' 
»tty of epic poetry, adds, ** That there is but one laugh in 
the whole iEneid, and that is on this paflage. But this piect 
of mirth, fays he, is fo well timed, that the ferereil critic can 
have nothing to fay againftk : for it is in the book.^ games^ 
where the Feadfr'4 raipd maybe fuppofed to be Xuffidently 
relaxed for fuch an cotextainment*^* Spc^btor, N" »7s« 
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Brave MnefUieot now inflames his naval crew> 

As o*es the deck from man to man he flew» 

My brave aflbdatesy in whofe aid I traft. 

You, whom I choiey ix^en Ilion Tank in daft» 240 

Now ihew the ftrength and ipirit once you ihew*d» 

When raging ftorms, and Syrtes you withfioody 

Plow'd Malea's tide, and ftem'd th* Ionian flood : 

Nowy now, my friends, your utmoft pow^r difjplay, 

Kiie to your oars,, and fweep the watry way : t^^ 

Nor Arive we now the vidory to gain, 

Tho* yet I— but ah ! let thofc the palm obtain, 

Thofe, whom thy favoart crown, great monarch of 

the main 1 
But to return the lags of al! the day f 
Oh ! wipe, my friends, that fhameful (tain away t a^6 

f ir*d at the word, each other diey provoke j 
Springs the fwift fliip at every vigorous flroke. 
With painful iweat dieir heaving bodies ftream j 
Thick pant their hearts, and trembles every limb- 
All bending to liieir oars the labour ply ; 255 
The iea mils backward, and the furges -fly.. 
Now, with die wifh^d fuccefs they toil to gson^ 
Indulgent fortune crowns the laVring train | , 
i^ while the fierce Sergeftus nearer drew. 
And in a fcanty fpace too rafiily flew, 2&f 
(His road HiU narrower) with la maglu^ ihock 
He rufli d againft 'the iharp proje^M rode. 
Then flew t3ie fliatter'd oaere, and ^ytng rung, ' 
And on the rugged fides the^eflel hunj;. 
To gain their floating oars, with miiigled .cri99> A^ 
AU arm'd with iron poto, the iailors i:ifc» 
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Fir'd withfuccefsy along the open feas 

Proud MneHheus ihootSy invoking every breeze.^ 

As in her ncfk, within fome cavern hung. 

The dove (its trembling o'er her callow young, i^jo 

Till rous'd at lafl by fome impetuous fhock. 

She ftarts furpriz'd, and beats around the rock ; 

Then to the open field for refuge flies. 

And the free bird expatiates in the fkies ; 

Her pinions pois'd, thro' liquid air ihe fprings, 275 

Apd fmoothly glides, nor moves her levell'd wings :. 

So joyful MneHheus darts without controul 

O'er the wide ocean, and approach'd the goal ; 

So the fwift Dolphin flies in open view. 

And gain'd new Hrength, new fwiftnefs as fiie flew. 280 

Firfl by Sergeftus' ftiip he flioots along. 

That in the flielves and dang'rous fliallows hung ; 

With cries the chief his rival's aid implores. 

And ftrives in vain to row with fliatter'd oars. 

Next fiery Gyas he with fliouts purfu'd, 285 

Who, in the huge Chimsni flem'd the flood ; 

She yields, depriv'd of her experienc'd guide ; 

And fees her rival fly triumphant o'er the tide. 

Now, near the port, with all his pow'r lie ftraina 

To pafs Cloanthus, who the lafl remains. 290 

276. AndfinoothlygUdisJ] This line in the original is often 
quoted, as one of the mofl beautiful inftances that can be pro- 
duced of the ibund*^ being an echo to thefenfe $ 

Radit iter Ufuidtun^ celeres neque <ommo*vet alas. 

The tranflator has endeavoured to imitate this beauty, and 
has fucceeded in his attempt. The fimile is drawn from Apol- 
lenius, B. 4. 
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The doubling fhonts infpire hini as he flics 

And the long peal runs rattling round the ikies : 

Thefe, flulh'd with pride, would caft their lives awiy^r 

Ere they refign the glories of ihe day : 

Thofe, by fuccefs, in flrength and fpirit xiCcy 295 

And their fierce hopes already win the prize» 

Thus haply both with level beaks had ply*d 

The furge,. and rode the vidors of the tide ; 

But brave Cloanthus o'er the rolling floods 

Stretched wide his handstand thus invoked the gods : 500 

Ye pow'rs ! on whofe wild empire I difplay 

My flying fails, and plow the watry way j 

Oh I hcai- your fuppiiant, and my vow fucceed ; 

Then on thefe Chores a milk-white bull fhall bleed ; 

And purple wine your filver waves fhall ftain, 305 

And facred vidtims glut the greedy main. 

Thus he— and every Nereid heard thevow> ' 

With mighty Phorcusfrom the deeps below* 

And great Portunus, with his ample hand, 

Pufh'd oh the rapid galley to the land. 310 

Swift as the hilling javelin cuts the ikies, 

Swift as a whirlwind, to the port ihe flies. 

And now the herald's voice proclaims aloud 
. Cloanthus vidor, to the ihouting crowd. 
The njighty prince himfelf, with verdant boughs 315 
Of vivid laurel, binds the hero's brows. 

• * 

308. With'migbtjFhorcusJ] The Nereids were the dangkters. 
of Phorcus, who was the fon of Neptune by Thifca. Portu- 
nils, who is fometimes called Palemon, or Melicertes, was 
the god that prefided over havens. But it is not the bufinefs- 
of thefe notes totranfciibeBanier, orHyglnns, Natalis Comjs> 

the Pantheon.. 
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TJiree fteers, and one large talent are beftow'd 
On every .rival crew^ that plow'd the Hood. 
Bu( to die glorious leaders, bold and brave» 
The generous chief diftinguifli'd honours gave. jao 
A tobe the vi^r flur'd, where purple plays, 
Mixt with dch gold, in ev^ fliining maze. 
There royal Ganymede, inwrought with art. 
O'er hills aivd forefts hunts the bounding hart ; 
The beauteous youth, all wondrous to behold ! 32; 
Pants in the moving threads, and lives in gold : ^ 
From tow'ring Ida ihoots the bird of Jove, 
And bears him ftruggling thro' tWclouds above ; 
With out-ftretch'd hands his ho^ guardians cry 
And thelottd hounds ipring furious at the (ky. . 330 
Oca Mneflheus next, the chief who bore away 
The fecond glonofw-honours of the day, 

3*3. Tbere^royaiGaf^edg.'] The dcfcription of this beau- 
tiful piece of tape^f y if extremely. piftuif5fq««. The oircuA* 
fiances of the boy's panhag, tbeqldmen lifting vp, their hands^ 
and above alJ, the dogs looking np and barking after him, 
are painted in the Uvelieft manner imaginable. There is a 
very fine painting by Michael Angelo on this fubjeft, who 
has cxa£tly copied Virgil's defcription, except that he hath 
omitted therircumftance of the dogs : which Spenfer has Hkc« 
wife, in defcribing this ftory, as part of fh? tapeftry with 
^hich the houfe of Bufyrane was adorned. 

■ - When as the Trofan boy lb faire 

He * fnatchM from Ida hill asd with nim bare : 
Wondrous delight it was, there to behold. 
How the rude mepherds after him did dare. 
Trembling through fear leaft he down fallen (hould. 
And often to him calling, to take furer holde. 

Fairy Q^B. 3. c, 11. 34- 
• Jupiter* 
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A fhining mail the generous prince he&ows. 

That, rich !with clafps of gold, refiilgent fLofWS^ 

Who ftript Demoleos of the coftly load 335 . 

In Trojan fields^ fay Simoii' mightf flood : 

't'wo labouring /cnranti, with anited toil fipoil: 

And drength coB|Qift'd> icarte keaved tlif enormous 

Yet in thefearmsof old» with matchleis mighty 

The fwift Demoleus chao*d his £fxs in fight. 340 

This maily ^neas gave the chief to bear> 

A fure defence and ornament in war. 

The next rich prefents mighty Gyas grace^ 

Two ponderous cauldrons of refulgent braA 1 

Two filvcr goblets, wrought wjth art divine, 345 

That rough, and bright with fculptur'd figures fhine. 

Proud of their gifts the lofty leaders tread^i 

And purple fillets glitter <Mi their head. 

When, from the rock fcarce difengaged with paliv 

Sergeftue brings his ihatter'd fhip again. 350 

One fide all maim*d, ihe (lowly moves ^ong, 

Spoil'd of her oars amid the hoetkig throng ; 

351. Qxi Jide all mma'dJ] The foHoming paf&ge ja Tfc«. 
rence, among many others, is juflly admired for its ftrength 
and elegant expremvenefs 5 almoft every word being enipha- 
tical. B^uod ilU unciatim ^vix de dimenfofuo, fuum defraudans 
. genium^ compar/it mifer* Phormio A6^. & Seen. x. And to- 
match it out of Virgil, fays Dr. Trapp, we may, among 
many others, produce' this : 

Cum fiefifo ifiopiUo mtdtfl *vix arte rtvoJfui 
Jmf0j roMU, atque erdins debHis u/iQf 
Irrifam^ fine bomre^ ratem Sergefim agekat- 

Here too is fcarce a wordwithout a ifa'ong and elegant em< 
phalis. S«V0| mulc^, vixj^ arte, revolfus, ami^s r«mis, of- 

diofi 
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As when a lingring fate the ferpent feel's, 

Obliquely cru/h'd beneath the brazen wheels. 

Or, bruis'd and mangled by the jcruel fwain 355^ 

With feme huge ilone, writhes with the (hooting pain, v 

And rolls and twiils her fcaly folds in vain. l 

Above, all fierce her glittering volumes rife. 

Flames ip; her creft, and lightning in her eyes ; 

But maim'd below, and tardy with the wound,. ' 360 

Her train unfolded drags along the ground. 

So maim'd and flow the fhatter^d gaily paft. 

But aided by her fails fhe reach'd the port at.laft 

Pleas'd with the veiTel and the crew reflor'dy 

The generous prince rewards their haplefs lord, 365 

The promised prefent to the chief he gave ;. 

iPholoe, the beauteous female Cretan ilave,^ 

In works of art fuperior to the re&, 

And proud of two fair infants at the breaft. 

This conteil o'er ; with thoufands in his train^ 370' 
Mov'd the great hero to a fpacious pl^. 
High liills the verdant theatre furtound ; 
And waving woods the mighty circuit crown'd. 
Hither, with all the crowds the prince withdrew, 
. And took his fylvan throne in open view. 375 



diiie debilis'uno, irrlfam, fine hotiore, agebat. And the laft 
line is foik>v\^ and heavy, that one can hardly fhove it along 
as one reads iL 

367. Cretan JUtve,'] A female flave, efpecially a fruitful 
one, was deemed no mean prefent by the ancients : Sergeftur 
was very well rewarded $ nay, rather better than hi$ adverla- 
ry. This was to comfort him in his mi':fortune. A fine 
itroke of charader in /t neas I C at ro u.. 
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Here coiUy gifts the chief proposed, to grace 

The fpritely youths that urge the rapid race. 

Now throng the Trojan and Sicilian band ; 

And £ril Euryalus and Nifus iland j 

That, for his youthftil charms admir'd by Troy ; 386 

Thisy for chafle friendihip to the beauteous boy. 

Next to the conteft, warm with hopes of fame. 

Of Priam's royal race, Diores camt, 

Salius and Patron then in order paft ; 

Epirus one, and one Arcadia grac'd. «$^ 

JBrave Helymus and Panopes fucceed ; 

Two valiant youths in fair Trinacria bred 5 

Who with Aceiles drove the favage race 

From wood to wood, long pra£lis'd to the chace. 

And mighty numbel-s more, unknown to fame, 390 

Advance in crowds to (hare ithe glorious game. 

High in the midA ^Eneas rear'd his head. 

And oh ! attend, ye generous youths, (he £|id ;} 

Of all who try xhe fortune of the day. 

Not one fhall go without a gift away. 59 ^ 

With two bright Cretan lances, each fhall (hare 

j&n an: with £lvcr gcav'd, to fliine in war. 

-377. KapidraceJ] The foot-race was a military exerctfe : 
<the young Roman foldiers were inftruftcd in it, according to 
Vegetius. Agility being of great afe in war. Catrov. 

379. And firji Euryalus and Nifus ftand,^ The introducing 
thefe two youths in this place, is very judicious in the poet, 
as it in fooie meafure prepares the reader for the important 
.part they are to aft in the beautiful epifode in the ninth book. 

3S4. Patron,'] Dionyfius of Halicamaffus mentions ex- 
prefsly this Patron as a follower of ^neas. It is moft pro- 
bable that Virgil borrowed all thefe names from hil^ory and 
tradition. 



I 
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DiitinguIAi'd gifb -and olive wreaths ihall grace 

The three triumphant vi^rs of the race.- 

On the firft youth a courfer I' beftow> 409 

Whofe trappings rich with gold and purple glow : 

^he next a quiver charged with fhafts fhall claim. 

Such as adorns an Amazonian dame ; - - 

Clafp'd by a gem, refulgent to behold. 

Shines the bright trophy with a belt of gold i 40 j 

On the proud youth this gift fhall be conferred : 

^And this fair Argive helm fhall grace the third. 

This faid, they took their place ; the trumpet blew $ 
And all impetuous from the barrier flew : 
Fierce as a tenipefl, o'er the plain they paft 410 

From Ihe fkt&, "fpace, and gain upon the laft. 
Firfl Nifus^Fung, and left die crowd behind. 
Swift as-the^ghtning, or the wings of wind. 
Next, but the next with many a length between, 
Youdg ^^6s flcimM aloi^g the level green. 4 1 ^ 

Eiuydus, the third, fearce touch'd the plain ; 
Bdiind, bold Helymns his rival ran ; 
But, hdveriftg=o^er him, runs Diores nigh ; 
Now fide by Me, and foot byf foot they fly. 
The youth had conquer'd in a longer way, 420 

Or undecided left the honours of the day. 
^nd now they juft approach -d with rapid pace, 
Tir*d with the toil, the limit of die race, 
When Nifus fell amid the flippery plain. 
Drenched with the copious blood of vi^Ums flain. 415 
His feet no more the fhouting vidlOr held $ 
-Aioftthey-^y, «ui quiver on the fidd. 
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Headlong lie fell, with ni«d sdl -cover'd o*er. 

And every limb was ftaht*d With iacred gore. 

Yety as he weltered on the ground* heftrove 430 

To ihew EnrTRltts Ms ttdetit lore. 

For now, ev'n how, the yondi his body threw 

Before his rival Safins, as he fiew : 

He felly andM the groitndextended lay ; 

Thus favoured byiiis friend, fining fwift away 435 

The young Euryalus, and wcm the day. 

At once beyond the goal the victor flies ; 

Shouts of applaufe tumultuous rend the ikies. 

Next Helymus, and next Diores came 

With eager ardor, now the third in fame, 44^ 

Now Salius fills the ring with dam'rous cHes, 

By turns to every hotO'y judge applies. 

Storms at the fraud, and Claims the rightful prize. 

But favour, winning tears, and youthful grace. 

Plead for the boy, the viiftor of the race. 445 

Diores too, before ^e partial d'owd. 

Defends the young Euxyaliis aldud; 

434. /%r«*«w, e^*nn(yWf tbcymtbhis body thre^vo,^ lawi 
of opinion, that in this foot*race, Homer his fhewn inore 
judgment and 'morality, than Virgil. Nifus in the latter is 
unjuft to his aUver^y, in favour of- his tiiend Euryalusj ib 
that Euryalus wins the race by palpable fraud j.and yet the 
poet gives him the fii*ft piize : wtiereas Honier makes Ulyflcg 
vi£loriou«, purely through the mifchance of Ajax, and his 
Qv/n piety in invoking Minerva. 

"PbPE"*s notes on the 23 B.lliad* 

However this may be, one cannot but be charmed at the 
manner vi^ith which Virgil keeps up the chara^rs of all the 
perfons he introduces. Of which this action of Niius in 
Ibiving to be as feiTiceable to his friend as he poiTibly could, 
is a beautiful inflance. 
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Who now mud urge his claim, ihould Salius gain 
The firft proud honours, to the third in vain. 

Thu»then the prince-«In order (hall we pay 450 
To each brave youth the prizes of the day : 
Since thefe are fliar'd, permit me to extend 
One proof of pity to a haplefs friend : 
This faid, on S&lius generous be beftow'd 
A lion's yellow fpoils, (a coftly load !) ^^ j 

With martial pride his ihoulders to infold ; 
Rough was the dreadful mane, the paws were fli«ath'(i 

in gold. 
When Nifus thus, — If fuch high prefents grace 
Salius who fell, firft vanquifli'd in the race. 
What gift Ihall I receive, who bore away, 460 

. And ftill had held the honours of the day. 
Had not that fortune, which my foe overthrew, 
BefalPn unhappy Nifus as he flew ? 
Then fhow'd his robes and face with blood defiPd : 
Th' indufgent father of the people fmil'd, 465 

And caus'd a mighty buckler to be brought. 
With art divine by Didymaon wrought ; 

^reat Neptune's gates the prize adornM in Troy, 
Now the bright prefent loads the favoured boy. 

Thefe gifts beflow'd ; the hero cries aloud, 470 

Stand forth, ye valiant champions, from the crowd ; 
Who vaunt your courage and unrivalPd might. 
And with the gauntlet dare provoke the fight. 



4.73. And iJiitb the gauntlet.^ There is a curious particulkr 
in M. Segrais, who informs us, that one of the beft judges 
in France always told him, during the time he was tranflat- 
ing Virgil, that he thought it impon.bIe for him to make this 

combat 
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Then he proposed, in gold and garments gay, 

A bull, to grace the vidlor of tlie day. 47^ 

Next, to relieve the lofer's fliame and pain. 

Call a rich fword and helmet on the plain. 

Strait with a fhout, fupremely tall and ftrong. 

Bold DaresH^ar'd his bulk above the throng ; 



combat of the caeftus, read agreeably in the French language t 
that their language wif utterly incipable of lifting Aich a fob- 
jc5l into a tolerable dimity. That tranflator, however, has 
acquitted himfelf graceftilly ; and one muil do the juilice to 
Mr« Pitt, to own he has greatly excelled in this palTage, how 
difficult foever it might be to clothe fuch ideas in modei^n Ian* 
guagc. 

479. Bold Dares reared.] The poet in this conteft between 
Dares ^d Entellus, has borrowed many drcumftances from 
the fight between Amycus and Caftor and Pollux, in Apollo- 
nius. Argon. B. 2. Theocritus has likewife defcribed this iafl- 
mentioned combat in his A/o^Xtf^/, but is, in the oprnioii 
of Scaliger, far inferior to Agpllonius. SpUndore &f arte ab 
Ap9llonio [Theocritus] fuperatur. Poet. B. 5. c. 6. 

A determination which I believe, on arevievy of each, the 
judicious reader will readily adopt. 

The principal ftrokes copied from the Greek poet are thefe. 



if TOt^t <srApniA TAyi^ilt^ti^tv 



A^Tfjoc wi" iKXn^AV tTi^ttJ'or ov]:t^ovle(' 
Ere 'ff-ep ovKoov cxA^Ay hoa ce/x^ojgptf; e/A/xtfar$. 



AAA iJ.iV «f Tti^OTU Ktu i^a X^^'^ iVayiA 
A(/%sy©- fltp%flt^©- jJeCpyit^y. 0^ AeiKif i ^hAyaii 
T\a9 ruyg^vpg ^^(fto'Trov AViK^of nroXvS'ivKf\i. 
Xa^kh /"^ai yLiv tl'pajt ^iwt^AVOViK (jLiyAK\s /5 
A/4' oMyos y%vi\^ cty/p©*.— 
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The youth, the only youth, who dar'd withftand 480 

The fierce tempefluous fway of Paris' hand. 

Who on huge Butes prov'd his matchlefs might 

At Hedor's tomb, viftorious in the fight j 

(Butes, of Amycus' Bebrycian ftrain,) 

And iiretch'd th' enormous giant on the plain. 4S5 

Thus, glorying in his ftrength, in open view 

His arms around, the tow'ring Dares tlirew, 

StalkM high, and laid his brawny Ihoulders bare. 

And dealt his whirling blows in empty air. 

His niatch was fought ; thro' all a terror ran ; 49© 

All gaz'd and trembled at the mighty man. 

Defpair, he thought, had feiz*d the circling bands ; 

And now before the prince the champion ftands ; 

Ag^/7€p»< UjJtyK^v ATTOd Ketyov®' ^KtC\v yui^f^ 
AK\ hy vrdLViiNj Kipet^H' ^tCet^. J^ «e^. %^6< 

UKA^iV V'TTO CKCUOV K^']a^OV, KM CTf/XTg^gK OfiM. 

F;t /* gp^uSv fJLi^civ ediAA flo»< K(^Ta^oio y^AVoy]®- 
Acun J^t fofJLA tunI^s, ^vKvoi cA' A^Cn^AV oJ^oyJt^ 
/iAet cT' o^vjifa ^ijvKa J^aKhto 'V^^«;9ror 
Mg%p/ a'miHAAoiifO's 4r4vpifi«> &c. 

fAzny other paflages befides might be produced, which bear a 
very n«ar refemblance. 

480^ Thejfoutb, the only youth t ivho dar^d*wlthjland ' 
.TA< fierce, tempeftuoui fway rf Paru' band. ] 
It may ieem furprifmg, that Paris, who is looked upon by 
mpft peoiple as an effeminate perfon, and diftinguilhed as being 
merely Helea*s gallant, fhould in this place be mentioned as a 
hero expert in the cedus, and endued with the ftrehgth of a 
giant. The commentators anfwer to this obje^ion, that Pa- 
ris had been bred up to the biUinefsof a fhephtrd, and thence 
)u4 aequired that robuft habit of body which the poet here 
gives him. Other authors, befide Virgil, fpeak of his (kill in 
this art, at HygtnuS| Fab, 9X9 Servius, Ovid> &c« Segrais, 
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Fierce by the liorns the beauteous bull he took. 

And in proud triumph to' the hero ipoke : ^^ 

Since none, oh ! chief, accepts the proffcr*d fray. 

Why for his coward foe mufl Dares ftay ? 

Permit me, prince, to lead my rightful prize away. 

The Trojans clamour with applauding cries* ' 

And for the youth demand the promised prize. 509 

Then to Entellus old AceHes faid. 

Who fate beiide him on the flow*ry bed ; 

Entellus I — once the braveft on the plain. 

But aJK ! the braveft, and the bed in vain t 

With fuch tame patience can my friend furvey 505 

Tliis prize, without a conteft> bofne away ? 

Where> where is now great Eryx' vaunted name ; 1 

The god, who taught our thund'rittg arms the game, > 

The fpoils that grace thyroof, andall thy formerfame? j 

I am not dead, replies the chief, to praife, 51^ 

Nor yield to fear, but fink by length of days. 

My nerves unftrung, my ilrength no more remains. 

And age creeps fliiv'ring thro' my icy veins. 

Had I that vigour Hill, my youth could boaft. 

Or yon' vain champion vaunts to all the hoft, ^ 51 jj 

Soon (hould thi^ arm that infoloicc chaftize. 

For fame alone, without the proffer'd prize* 

£v'n now I fcom the combat to decline ; 

The prize I heed not ; let the fame be mine ! 

Thisfaid; amid the ring, in open view, 526 

Two mighty gauntlets on the ground he threw : 
Thefe grac'd great Eryx in the fight of old. 
And brac'd his am« with ma;ny a dreadful fold : 

F z 
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Seven thick bull-hides, their volumes huge difpread, • 

fond'rous witli iron and a weight of lead. 5 25 

The hoft flood all aftoniih'd at the fight. 

But Dares moft, who now refus'd the fight ; 

The hero turns the folds, in wonder ftands. 

And pois'd th' enormous gauntlets in his hands. 

fidw had you wonder'd, the bold champion faid, 53^ . 

Had you the huge Herculean arms furvey'd ? 

Had you thofe' ponderous gloves of death beheld. 

And the Hern combat on this fatal field ? 

Thefe, prince, of old your brother Eryx wore, 

Xlo ! you behold *em ftill diflain'd with gore. ^35 

With thefe Alcides* force he long fuflain'd. 

And diefe I brandifh'd, while my flrength remain'd» 

Ere the cold hand of envious age had fhed 

Thefe marks of winter on my hoary head. 

Vet, if your champion trembles at the fight, 540 

l^or dares to meet thefe gauntlets in the fight ; 

If fo Mntas and the king incline ; 

Lo ! to his fears thefe weapons I refign : 

With equal arms the combat we will try ; 

^iind thou, lay thou, thy Trojan gauntlets by, 545 

This faid, the hero flrait his robe unbound. 
And call the double garment on the ground ; 
Bares his huge brawny limbs, and on the fands. 
Dreadful to view, the hoary champion ftands. 
Then the great prince with equal gauntlets bound 550 
Their vigorous hands, and brac'd their arms around ; 
Their arms, that moment, each impetuous foe 
Re^'d high in air, and rofc to every blow s 
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And, while their ragifig ^ands the fight provoke. 
Withdraw their heads from each tempeHnous ftroke. 555 
This on his youth and active fpded relies ^ 
That on his bulk and tall gigantic fize : 
But each Vail limb moves fiifFand flow with age ; 
And thick ihort pantings ihake the laboring fage. 
E^chy but in vain, a thoufand ftrokes beftows) 560 
Their fides and breafts re-echo to the blows. 
, With fwift repeated wounds their hands fly round - 
Their heads and cheeks ; their crackling jaws refound : 
Unmov'd Entellusy with a fledfafl look 
And v^atchful eye, avoids the furious ftroke. 565 

The youth invefts his foe with all his pow'r. 
As fome brave leader a bcleaguer'd tow'r, 
When on the bull-warks in his rage he falls, 
And plants his engines round th' embattled walls ; 
On every fide with fruitlefs (kill and pain, • 5 70 
Eager he triies a pafs or pofl to gain, , 
Atid florms the rocky battlements in vaih. 
And now his aim the bold En tell us took, 
With his huge hand, high brandifli'd for the ftroke ; 
The youth obferv'd the long-defcending blow. 575 
And leaps aflde, and difappoints the foe : 
The flroke was fpent in air ; with dreadful found 
Prone fell the champion thundering to the grounds 
A pine thus tumbles to the vales below. 
From Ida's top, or Erymanthus* brow. jSor 

At once the Trojans and Sicilians rife. 
And with divided damoars rend the kies« 

F3 ■ 
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And £rft Aceftes, touch'd with pity, ran 
, To raifc his friend and old compeer again* 

Swift from the fall, and with redoubled might 5B5 
Sprung the fierce hero, and renew'd the fight; 
Improv'din fpirit^ to the combat came» 
While confcious valour iets his foul on fiame. 
Stung with difgrace, and more enrag'd with ihame. 
Now headlong o'er the field he drove the foe, 59<> 

And rofe in ftrength and wrath at every l^low* 
Now a thick ilorm of ftrokes around him flies. 
Thick as the hail comes rattling from the fkies ; 
With both his thundering hands the blows he plyM, 
And tum'd his giddy foe on every fide. 59} 

Then flew the good ^neas, to afluage 
The hero's wrath, and check the mighty rage : 
From death he fnatch'd the champion, and began 
To ibothe the forrows of the vanquiih'd man : * 

What madnefs, haplefs Dares, has pofleft £c» 

Thy thoughtlefs mind, and fir'd thy daring breaft I 
Thy rival fee, fuflain'd by pow'r divine. 
By other flrength, and mightier force than thine ! 

600, fTbaf madnefs y haplefs Dares ^ This combat with the 
caeftus is in great part a verbal tranflation from Homer, as well 
as from Apollonius. See Note ver. 479. fupra. But it muft be 
owned in favour ofViigil, that he has v?ried from Homer in 
the event of the combat with admirable judgment, and with 
an improvement of the moral. Epeus and Dares are de- 
fciibed by both poets as vain boaflers; but Virgil, with more 
poetical juftice, punjfhes Dares for his arrogance, ig^hereat 
the prefumption an4 ptide of Epeus is rewarded by Homer* 

600. What madnefs.'] The addrcfs of i^neas, on this occa- 
fion, is remarkable : he docs «ot perfiiadc the combatant to 
defift, becaufe of his inferior ftrength or courage \ but tella 
him, that the gods are on the fide ofhis enemy. 
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Ceafe then, and give the vain contention o'er; 

Ceafe, and oppofe die hand of heaven no more ! 605 

The youth now drags his trembling legs along ; 
His loofe head tott'riog o'er his ihoulders hni^. 
Giddy with pain ; he now vjeds the blood. 
His loo&n 'd teeth come mingled in the flood : 
White in their arms his fad affociates bore j6i^ 

The batter'd champion groaning to the fliore. 
The dear-bought (word and helmet brought away. 
And left the pabn mid bull the vigor's prey* 

Now great Entdlus, glorying in the prize. 
And fluih'd with conqoeft, thus, exalting cries | 615 
Behold, ye TrojanSy and thou, chief divine. 
What vigour, in the bloom of youths was mine 5 
From what a thond'ring arm and fatal Mow» 
Vour timely mercy has preferv'd my foe. 
Wi& th&t the chief, coHeded in his might, €t^ 

Confronts the vidim^ the reward of fight ; 
^ken tsik^i his hand aloft, amd ^6m above. 
With dreadful fway, the pond'rous gauntlet drove 
Through the broad fbieKead of the (lately buU, 
And dafh'd within the brain the batter'd ikull. 4525 
The bull, convulitve with the deadly wound. 
Groans, tumbles, rolls, and quivers on the ground* 



627. Grcans^-^tumhles-^rolls.'] There Ts abcanty intheorT- 
ginal which no. EnspUfh tranflation can poiCbly reach ; for by 
the very cadence or the verfe, Virgil reprcfcnts the dead fall of 
this heavy anima), 

Frocumbit Burnt Bef^ 

The reader may fee fcvefal excellent inftatices of the (bpitf^ 
being an echo to the fenle in Vida's Poetics, or in Pope*s Ef- 



J04 THE ;ENEID fioaks. 

Then, thus the hoary chief performs his vow, 
Eryx, on thee this vi£lim I bellow ; 
A nobler viftim than my Trojan foe ! 630 

To younger champions now the game I yield ; [field. 
Here hang my conquering arms ; and here renounce the 

Next the great prince propos'd the prize to thofe. 
Who wing*d the (hafts, and bent the twanging bows. 
Amid the fpacious plain the hero plac'd 6^^ 

Sublime in air Sergeftus* lofty mail ; . 
Around the tapering top a dove they ty«, 
The trembling mark at which their arrows By ; 



fay on Cntidifni : and, above all, in Clarke's Homer, IliaJ. 
B. 3. paflim. Many more inftances are to he found in Ho- 
inir than the nature of the Latin language: would afTerd. 

633. Next the gr rat prince, "] This iliootlng- match (fays 
Pcpe) is alfo a direft copy 5 bnt with the addition of twoxir- 
cumdances, whidi make a beautiful gradation. In Homer, 
the firft archer cuts the firing that held the bird, and the other 
ihoots him as he is mounting. In Virgil, the firft only hits 
ihe mail which the bird was fixed upon, the fecond cuts the 
ftring, the third (hoots him ; and the fourth, to vaunt the 
ftrengfh of his aim, direfls his arrow up to heaven, where it 
l.indles iqto a fiame, and makes a prodigy. This laft is cer- 
tainly fuperior to Homer, in what they call the wonderful* 
but what is ihc intent or effeft of this prodigy, or whether a 
iccider is not at lead as much furprized by it, as at themoft 
iinreafonable paits of Homer, I leave tothofe critics who are 
more inclined to find fault than I am — —*-. " 

Cati ou has taken a great deal of pains to vindicate thb cir- 
cum.ftancc that fo much difpleafes Pope f the mod remarkable 
and ingenious thing he urges in its vindication (though 
perhnps too far fetched) is, that the arrow of Accftes 
burning in the air was a prefage of the enfuing accident, the 
firing of the (hips. H I might be allowed t6 add one (Irained 
conjt6)ure to another, might not one fay, that this prodigy o 
t]jdp arrow burning, may diftinf^ly hint at ihe Julhim SiMu ^ 
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Hither to try their fldll the warriors hafle ; 

.And in a brazen helm the lots are cail. 64^ 

Firft, with applaufe^ Hippocoon's lot was thrown, , 

The mighty Hyrtacns* illuftrious fon. 

MneHheus the next, whom verdant olives grace. 

The fecond vi£ior in the naval race. 

Then the third chance to great Eurytion came, 645 

Thy brother, Pandarus, renown'd by fame, 

Whofe hand by Pallas prompted, drew the bow. 

To break the truce againft the Grecian foe. 

Laft in the helm remained Aceiles' name ; 

Old as he was, he try'd the youthful game. 65 O 

Then every chief, with al| his ftrength and art, 

Bent the tough bow, and chofe tbe.feather'd dart* 

Thro* yielding' air firft vanifh'd with afpring 

Hippocoon's arrow from the founding Uring ; 

Pull in the maft, impelPd with vigour ftood 655 

The forceful fhaft, and quiver'd in the wood« 

The dove affrighted, ftretch'd her flutt'ring wing 5 

And with applaufe the vales and mountains ring. 

Then Mnefthens drew the bow, and aim*d on high 

ITie pointed dart, and levell'd with his eye ; 66<y 

Nor thro' the mark the lucklefs arrow drove, 

But cut the ftring that ty'd the trembling dove. 

SwiH thro' the clouds the bird unfhackled flies,. 

And. fpreads her wings at freedom in thefkies. 

Already had Eurytion bent his bow, £65 

And to his brother god addr efs'd his vow : 

The tow'ririg bird amid the clouds he flew. 

And the fwift (haft transiix'd her as fhe flew* 

F5 
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High in the fides fhe feels the deadly wobik]. 
And, with the dart, comes dying to the grouad. 670 
And nowy all hopes expir'd, the conqneft gain'd. 
The venerable prince alone remainM. 
Yet he dficharg'd the flying fliaft, to ihov 
His ikill, his vigoar, and refbunding Jbow. 
When fttdden they beheld, with wond'ring eyes, 675 
A dire portentous omen in the flcies. 
Too late the feers the frightful iign explain. 
Too late they clear the dread event in vain { 
For, flying thro' the clouds in open view, ^ 
The glowing arrow kindled as it Qew ; 689 

Then drew a golden trail of flames behind. 
That mark'd its courie, and vanifh'd in the wind i 
So fhine the falling flars with dreadful hair. 
And glance, and fhoot along die fields of air* 
Amaz'd the Trojans and Sicilians Hood ; 6&$ 

And breath'd their ardent prayers to every god. 
The Dardan prince the doubtful fign miftook. 
Embraced the monarch, and with tranfport fpoke : 
Father ! accept the prize ; the will divine 
Of mighty Jove, by this auipicions iign, 690 

Declares the £rft diilinguifh'd honours thine^ 
Accept this goblet, which my fire of old - 
Keceiv'd from Ci^ens, rough with fculptur'd gold ^ 
Take it, my rbyal friend, and let it prove 
A long-priz'd gift of dear refped and lover 69^. 

Then hebeflow*dthe laurel, and aloud 
^roclaim'd him VxStox to the fhouting crowd*. 

5 
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Nor did the generous chief the priae deny^ 
Whofe arrow pierc'd the bird amid the (ky ; 
Next, he who cut the cord, with gifts was grac*d j 700 
And he, whofe arrow ftruck the tree, the laft. 

Now caird the prince, before the games were done» 
The hoary guardian of his royal fon. 
And gently whifpers in his faithful ear. 
To bid Afcanius in his arms appear^ 70$ 

And with his yondiful band and couHer anaej 
To pay due honours at his grandfire's tomb* 
Next he commands the huge aflembled train 
To quit the ground^ and leave an open plain* 
Strai t on their bridled fieeds, with grace divine^ 7 lO 
The beauteous youths before their fathers fhine* 
The blooming Trojans and Sicilians throng. 
And gaze with wonder as they march alo^cg. 
Around their brows a vivid wreath they ^vore ; 
Two gHtt'ring lances lipt with fleel they bore : 715 
Thefe a light quiver ftor'd with (hafts fuftain. 
And from their nctk depends a golden chain. 
On bounding fteeds advance three graceful bands. 
And each a little blooming chief commands* 
Beneath each chief twelve fprjghtly ftriplingscamc, 746 
In ihining arms, in looks and age theiame* 

710. Strait on thiir hridkd JfeedsJ] ThisXnfbs Trojat 
(fays Pope) i» purely VrrgJl's own, and rauft be confefled to 
be iirimitable* I don't know Whether I Rtay be allowed to 
Ujy it n worth all thofe other three in Homer (viz. the 
wredling, the iingle combat^ -and ^the difcuSj): M[hkh VirgU 
lath left untouched* 

7»o. Ben£!Mb each cBitf'J A crrtic ofeqoa^ taffe and pene* 
"tration, hath latehr made the following new and judicio^ 0b- 
)|brvauofis on the iuhynh of the£? gamci in gitncral s 

€i The 
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Grac'd with his grandfirc's name, Polites' fon, 

Young Priam, leads the firfl gay fqoadron on ; 

A youth, whofe progeny mull Latium grace : 

He prefsM a dappled fleed of Thracian race : 725 

** The cpifode belong?, principally, to the epic mufe ; and 
the defign of it is to direifify and ennoble the narration by 
c^igreffive, yet not unrelated, ornaments^ the former circum- 
ilance relieving the fimplicity of the epic fable, while the other 
yrefvents its unity from being violated. Now thefe epifodical 
3iarratioi\s n-uft either proceed from the poet himfelf, or be 
imputed to fome other who is engaged in the couiTe of the 
fable; and in either cafe, muft help, indireftly at leaft, to 
forward it. . . 

If of tl;c latter kind, a probable pretext muft be con-* 
trivcd for t'heir introdu6lIon ; which can be no other than that 
V)f fatisfying the curiofity, or of fcrving to the necefTary in- 
formation, of fome other. And in either of thefe ways a 
ilriking conformity in the mode of conducting the work is ua- 
avoidable. • 

If the cpifode be referred to the former clafs, its manner 
of introdu6Vion will admit a greater latitude. For it will vary 
vith the fubjeC):, or occafions of relating it, Yetvve fhall 
iniftake, if we believe thefe fubjefls, and confequently the t)€- 
tafions, conneCled with them, very numerous. 1. They 
anuft be of uncommon dignity and fplendor: otherwife no- 
thing canexcufe the going out of the wSy to infert them. a. 
They, muft have fome apparent conne£lion with the fabls. 
3. They muft further accord to the idea and ftate of the times, 
from which the fable is taken. Put thefe things together, and 
-fee if they will not with probability, account for fome coinci- 
dence In the choice and applications of the dircft epifode. And 
admitting this, the fimilarity of even its conftitueni parts it, 
arlfo, neceflary, 

• The genius of Virgil never fttflTers moi'e. In the opinion 

of his critics, than when his book of games comes into' con- 

^deratrt^n, and is confronted with Homer's. Itis nOtniiplea- 

^fiint to cbferve the difficulties an advocate for his fame is put 

.to in this nice point, to fecure his honour fjom the imputation 

pf plagiarifm. The defcriptions are accurately examined j 

-and the improvement of a fingle circumftancc, the addition of 

anepUhetj even ^e novelty of a metaphor^ or varied-turn in 

i th» 
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JBefore, white fpots on either foot appear. 
And on his forehead blaz'd a iUver ftar. 
Atys the next advanc'd, with looks divinei^ 
Atys the fource of the great Attian line : 



the expreflion, is diligently remarked andurged, with frr- 
.itmph, in favour of his invention. Yet all this goes bat a 
little way towards ftilling the clamour. The entire dcfign is 
manifeftly taken ; nay, particular incidents and circumftan.- 
tials are, for the moft part, the (anie, without variation. 
'What (hall we fay, then« to this charge ? ihall we, in defi- 
ance of truth and fa6V, endeavour to confute it ? or, if allow- 
ed, is there any method of fupportin^ the reputation of the 
.poet ? I think there is^ if prejudice will but fuibend its deter- 
minations a few minutes, and afford his advocate a fair 
hearing. 

The epic plan, more eQ|>ecially that of the -^neis^ natu» 
rally comprehends whatever is moft aueuft in civil and religti- 
pus affairs. The folemnities of funeral rites, and the feftivi^ 
ties of public games (which religion had made an effential 
j)art of them) w^re, of neceffity, to be included in a repre- 
lentadon of the latter. But what games ^ Surely tho(e, which 
ancient heroifm vaunted to excel in : thofe, which the ufage 
of the times had confecrated ; and which, from the opinion 
of reverence and dignity, entertained of them, were become 
moil fit for the pomp or epic defcription. Further, what cir- 
cumflances could be noted in thefe fports ? Certainly thofe^ 
"which befel mofl ufually, and were the apteft to alarm the 
fpeflator, and make him take an intereft in them. Thefe, it 
vrjH be faid, are numerous. They were fo ; yet fuch as are 
moft to the poet^s purpofe, were, with little or no variation, 
the fame. It happened luckily for him, that two of his 
'games, on which accordingly he hath exerted all the force of 
bis genius, were entirely new. This advantage, thecircum- 
ftances of the times afforded him. XheNanmachiawa^purely 
his own. Yet fo liable are even the beil and moft candid 
judges to be haunted by this fpedlre of imitation, that one, 
whom every friend to every human excellence honours, can- 
not help, on comparing it. with the chariot-race of Homer, 
exclaiming in thefe words : ** 'What is the encounter of Clo- 
^nthus and Gyas in the ftrait between the rocks, but the fame 

. vrtth 
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lulus' fricndihip grac'd the lovely boy : 73a 

And laft liilus came, the pride of Troy, 
In charms, Superior to the blooming train ; 
And fpurr'd his Tyrian courfer to the plain ; 



With that of Menelaus an«l Antil^chus in the hollow way ? 
had the galley of Sergeftu« been broken, if the chaiiot of £u- 
melus had not been demolifhed ? or, Mneftheus been caft 
firom the helm, had not the other been thrown from his feat T' 
The plain truth is, it was notpoffible, in defcribing an ancient 
iea-fight, for one, who had even never feen Homer, to over- 
look fuch ufual and ftriking particulars, as the juftling ol 
ihips, the breaking of galleys, and lofs of pilots. 

it may appear from this inftasee, with what reafon a 
fimilari^ of circnmfiance, in the other games, hath been ob« 
Jefled. The fubje£l- matter admitted not any material varia« 
tioA 9 I mean in the hands of a judicious copier of nature* 
And Virgil was too jealous of the honour of that character, 
which is peculiarly his own, to hazard it for the fake of ac- 
4|«tring the falfe fbme of originality. But we may go further } 
and defnonftrate, that, in the eafe before us, he unqueftion- 
abU judged ri^ht. 

A Mt& of natural abilify is not that, which the critics 
havt been rooft forward' to charge upon Statins. A perfon of 
true tafte, w4io,' in a fanciful way, hath contrived to give us 
the juft chara^er of the Latin poets, in affigning to this pon 
the topmoft fbtion on PamaiTus, fufficiently acknowledges the 
Wf^our and aftivity of hi? genius. Yet, in compoiing his 
Thebaic (an old ftory taken from the heroic ages, wjiich 
obliged him to the celebration of ftmcral obfequics with the 
sttendijig ibieranities of public games) to avoid the difhonour 
€i follbwing too eteftly on the heels of Homer and Viigfr, 
who had Hot only t^aken the fame route, but purfued it in the 
Msft dire^ and rtzWirai coupfe, he refolved, at aM adventures, 
to^ keep at d^ye distance itom tfhem, and to make his way^ as 
well as he cou4d, more obliqnely to- the fame end. To ac- 
complffh'thts, he was forced, though in the defer iption of the 
fame individual gameS) to look out fordifftsrentcn-cumftances 
nod' events in them 5 that fo the id'entity of his fuhje6V, which 
he oould' not avoids might, in fdme degree, be attoned for 
%fj the dWer0ty of his maiuier- in treating it.. It mnft be 
i ' . - ftwned^ 



Book 5- OF VIRGIL, xxt 

Which Dido gave the princely youth, to prore 

A lafting pledge, memoml of her love. 75^ 

Th' inferior boys on beauteous coaHef s ride. 

From great Aceftes' royal ilalls fopply'd. 

Now flufliM with hopes, x^ow pale with anxious fear, 

Before the ihoutiag crowds, the youtha appear j 

The fhoatinig crpwda adnire their chaons, and trace 74CI 

Their parents linps in every lovely face. 

Now round the ring, tiefbre their fathers, ride 

The boys, in all their military pride. 

Till Periphantes' founding laih frona £aa 

Gave the loud iignal of the luimic war ; 745 

Strait, in three bands diflind, they break away. 

Divide in order, and their ranks diiplay : 

Swift at the fummons they return, and throw 

At once their hoftile lances at the foe : 

Then take a new excurfion on tlie plain ; 750 

Bound within round, an endlefs courfe maintsdn ; 

And now advance, and now retreat again ; 

With weU-diiTembled rage their rivals dare> 

;^nd pleafe the crowd with images of war* 

^Dwned, that great ingenuity a» wdl as indoftry havebeem. 
^fed, in executing this proje^l. Had it been pra^icable, the 
•character, ]X^ given of this poet, makes it. credibfe, he muA^ 
have fycceeded in it. Yet, ia impoflible it is, without de» 
iertins nature herfeif, to di(&nt from her faithful copiers,, 
that the main obje6lioR to the fixth book of the Thebaid hatb- 
ariien from this fruitlds endeavour of being original, ^^vherc 
common fenfe and the reaibn of the tiling, would not permie' 
it. ** In the particular defcriptions of each of thefe games 
^fays th€ great writer, before quoted, and from whofe fen-» 
fence in matters of tafte, there lies no appeal) Statins hatb 
9iot borrowed from either Of his predeceflbrs, and his poem ,1^ 
"fo much the worfe for it/' Mr« HvRD's Difcourfe on Foeticai 
flmitation, p. i^^, EdiUs^ 
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Alternate now they turn their backs in flighty 755 

Now dart their lances, and renew the fight : 

Then in a moment from the combat ceafe, 

Rejoin their fcatter'd bands, and move in peace. 

So winds delufive, in a thoufand ways 

Perplext and intricate, the Cretan maze ; ^60 

Round within round, the blind mxanders run, 

Untrac'd and dark, and end where they begun* 

The ikilful youths, in fport, alternate ply 

Their Ihifting courfe ; by turns they fight and fty : 

As dolphins gambol on the watry way, y6^ 

i\nd, bounding o'er the tides, in wanton circles play. 

This fport Afcanius, when in mighty length 

He rais'd proud Alba glorying in herflrength. 

Taught the firft fathers of the Latian name> 

As now he folemniz'd the noble game. 770 

759. £0 tuinds delufive^ This comparifon of tfhe laby^^ 
Tsnth, and the following one of the dolphins,, are borrowed $ 
the one from Honiei'5 and the other from Apollonius Rho- 
dius, but are ^employed by Vbgil in quite different circum- 
fiances. It muft be owned, that they have a much finer efre6^ 
in our poet, than in the authors from whom he borrowed 
them. 

770. Solemnix" d the nobU game,'] It is with relii^hince F 
fepeat an ob)e6lion lately made to me againft our poet's games, 
and h\^ manner of introdticing them. Thefe games, faid the* 
obje6lory are a mere anniverfary ; but Homer's are a6lual fu« 
neial rites.. Homer fliews us iti his games the very fame he- 
rpes w« bad been acquainted with before ; and whofe exploits 
we had feen and admired throughout the foregoing parts of 
Ike poem. We do not fo much as know tlie names of many of 
Virgil's heroes f we have hitherto feen none of their exploits; 
and we hear no more of many of them in the fequel of the- 
poem. Thev are introduced inthi^ place only„ and then dif* 
^pear» 
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From their fuCcelEve Alban offspring come 
Thefe ancient plays, to grace imperial Rome ; 
Who owns her Trojan band, and game of Troy 
Deriv'd thro* ages from the princely boy. 

Thus were the folemn funeral honours paid 775 

To great Anchifes' venerable (hade. 
But foon the prince his changing fortune foiin j. 
And in her turn the fickle goddeis frown'd. 
For, while the gather'd crowds the games repeat, 
Heay'n's mighty emprefs, to the Trojan fleet, 780 



773. And game of Troy."] This circumftancc is by no 

means the invention of the poet, but is actually an hiftorical 

fa^. Dion Cafffius, Tacitus, -and above all Suetonius, in 

many paflkges of their works aflTure us, that this* fort of games 

.performed by noble youths of Rome, was called Troja. 

Suetonius gives this defcription of them, when he is fpeak* 
ing of Julius Caefar. Trojam lufii iurma duplex majorum mi* 
norumrve puerorum i and /peaking of Auguftus, he fays, Sed 
& Troja ludum edidit frequentiffime. That is to fay, that he 
re-eftabli(hed and renewed the frequent ufc of them j which> 
according to Dion CafTius, had been fomething neglected by 
the Romans, till the reign of the Csefars. 
^ Lazius in his Commentaries de Kepub. Romana, fancies tilt* 
and tournaments to have owed their original to this Itidus Tro^ 
ja ; and that tornamenta is but a corruption of Trojamenta, 
.Andthe ieamed Du FreQie acquaints us, that many are of 
the fame opinion. However (fays Kennet) though the wordt 
may perhaps be derived with more probability from the French 
Journer, to turn round with agility ; yet the cxercifes have fo 
much refemblance, as to prove the one an imitation of the 
other. See alfo what has been faid of tilts and tournaments 
in the Obfe*''vations on the Fairy ^ueen. 

780. Heauen''s might) emprefs J] Here the poet returns t<> 
the main fubjedl of his poem. This is the third obftacle Juno 
raifes, to hinder ^neas's arrival in Italy. Nothing can be 
more natural, than the fears of the Trojan women to embark 
again, of which Juno makes a proper ufe, and introduces Iris 
to them, juft at the moment they were wiftiingfor fome fettle* 
nitoty and declaring their dread of a new voyage. 
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(Her ancient rage ftill glowing in her foal,) 
Difpatch'd fair Iris from the ftarry pole. 
Big with revengeful fchemes, herfelf fupplic* 
The rapid ftorm that bears her down the flues. 
Unfeen, the maid a thoufand colours drew, 78^ 

As down her bow, with winged fpced, (he flew : 
And faw arOund the tomb th* aflembly meet. 
The vacant harbour, and neglefted fleet. 

Mean time, retif 'd within the lonely ihore, 
Anchifcs* fate the Trojan dames deplore ; 'fg^ 

Cafl a long look o'er all the flood, and weep 
To fee the wide-extended watry deep : 
Yet, muft we yet, alas ! new labours try. 
More feas, more oceans ? was the general cry. 
Qh ! grant a town at laft, ye gracious gods ! 79} 

To wretches harrafs'd widi the winds and floods. 
*Twa8 then, their raging forrow to improve. 
Amid the train (hot Iris from above. 
A^e her keav'nly charms the goddel^ threw. 
And like old Beroeiiood in open viev^ ; 9oo 



yS^. Mean time fettr'd,'\ In this paflage Virgil obfenre* 
fliedecorumof the manners. The women are not prefent at 
•the celebration of the games, intermixed with the men ; but 
apait, in a particular aflembly of themfelves alone, lament 
the death of Anchifcs. Catrou. 

800. And like old Bero?.] Virgil has made a Beroe of one 
of his goddefles in the 5th ^neid ; but if we compare the 
ibeech (he there makes with that of her naihefake in this ftoiy, 
(viz. Ovid's 3d book of the Metamorphofis) (he may find the 
genius of each poet difcovering itfclf in the language of the 
nurfe : Virgil's Iris could not have fpoken more majeftically 
in her own Ihape 5 but Juno is fo much altered from herfelf 
in Ovidj that the goddefs is quite loft in the old woman. 
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(Doryclu** hoary fpoufc, a noble dame, 

FamM for her of-fpring, imd illuftrious nwne ;) 

An4 thus the goddefsfans the riiing flasM : 

Ah ! wretched race, whom heav'n fbrhade to fall 

By Grecian fwords, beneath our native wall ! 805 

Toft round the feas» o'er every region caftj 

Oh ! to what fate are w^ reierv'd at laft ! 

Now, fince imperial Troy in alhe« by. 

Have fev'n fucceifive fiunmers roU'd away. 

Still to new lands o'er floods and n>cks we fiy, Si^ 

Aj^d fail, by every ftar, in every fky. 

So long we chace, o'er all the bonndlefs nudn. 

The flying coafts of Italy in vain. 

Here o^r oar kindred Eryx' fraitful plaiAa» 

The hofpitable king, Aceftes reigns : Sltf 

What, what forbids our wandering Trojan bandf» 

To raife a city in thefc fl-iendly lands } 

Ye gods preierv'd from hoftile flames in vain i 

Shall our dear Ilion never riie again ^ 

A fecond Simois fhall we view no more, la||t 

Or a new Xanthus, on a foreign fhore ? 

Rife then, rife all ; afliU, ye mournful dames. 

To fet this execrable fleet in flames. 

For late, CafTandra feem'd to load my hands. 

In vifions of the night> with blazing brands : S2j 

Seek Troy no more, ihe faid : this deftin'd place 

Is the £xt manilon of the Dardan race. 

Fly, fly we then, tlie omen to compleat ; 

The glad occafion calls to^fire the fleets 
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Lo f where to Nepttfne four proud altars rife ! 830 

Lo ! his Own fires the ready god fupplics ! 

She faid ; — then feiz'd a blazing brand, and threw i 

Th' increafing flames amid the navy flew. 

At the bold deed, with deep furprize amaz'd. 

The dames all wond'ring on the goddefs gaz'd. Sjjf 

At laft, the nurfe of Priam's offspring broke 

The general filence, and the train befpoke : 

This was no Beroc, whom he faw appear. 

But fome bright goddefs from th' aethereal fphere. 

Mark her majeflic port ! her voice divine ! $j^o 

O'er all her form what flarry fplendors fhine ! 

She darts a glance immortal from her eyes, 

Breathes, looks and move's, a fifler of the fides ! 

830. Four proud altars rife.'] Virgil tdltcs eart to prtfuner 
even the leaft events in & proper manner. Tbefe aUars, ere^ed 
to Neptune, had already been taken notice of in the affair of 
the galleys, Cloanthus had made a vow to crcft one to Nep- 
tune on the (hore : probably all the other commanders of Vam 
veifeis had likewife crefted each an altar for himfclf. Thus 
were there four in all erefted : 'Tis not therefore without pre- 
paration, that the poet makes four altars be founded, on pur- 
pofe for his defign. Catrou.. 

838. ^Tbifwas no Berc'eJ] Matres, in the original fignifiesr 
the women in general j all of ihatfex : (See 613, 6x6, com- 
pared with 622. anteh. 655, 715, 7x7, compared with this). 
Yet Virgil, to beautify his poem, and to preferve other tra- 
ctions, has women among them on feveral occafions after 
this. A^Cajeta 7, i. Euryalus's mother, 9, 217. (who, 
he fays there, was the only one that was not left in Sicily)— 
(The fame, ibid. 474.) and a whole company of Trojan 
women at Pallas^s funeral, 11, 35. 

Perhaps this was out of forgctfulnefs. Opere in longofas eft 
ohrepere fomnum* Perhaps he was aware of it, and chofe to' 
do it on die great i-ulc of committing little faults, to intro- 
duce conliderable beauties. $P£NC£. 
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Beroe I left in angoi/h, who repin'd. 

Shut from the rites, and to her coudi confin'd. Sac 

The matrons, now by doubts and fears impelled, 
Firft with malignant eyes the fleet beheld ; 
In choice fufpended for a fpace they ftand. 
Between the promis'd and the prefent land : 
Wben, fmpoth on levellM wings, the goddefs flies, 850 
And cuts a mighty bow along the fkies. 
Struck at the wond'rous fight, the flirieking dames. 
From the bright alurs fnatch the facred flames ; 
Bring leaves and withered branches in their hands 
To feed the fires ; and hurl the blazing brands. 855 
Fierce thro* the fliips, the decks, the crackling oars. 
In all his rage devouring Vulcan roars* 
And now Eumelus to the hoft conveys 
The dreadful tidings of the rifing blaze : 
The crowds grow pale ; they look behind and ipy S6% 
A cloud of cinders darkening all the fky. 
And firfl Afcanius, as he led the band. 
Fouled o'er the plain, impetuous, to the ftrand ; 

. 860. Thi crth-wds grotv pale.'l Thi» is a fine contraft ; be- 
tween the joy and fcftivity of the games, and the confufion, 
dread and diforder, which this accident of firing the fhips oc- 
caiions.. Such oppofitions, and fuch variations of the fcene, 
are fomc of the ^eateft beauties of poetry. They raife fur- 
prize in the reader by their unexpeflednefs, 

860. And ^,1 This diftant profpcft of the fire is finely 
imagined. 

S6«. And firfl AfcaniusJ] The making Afcanius the firft 
perfon alarmed, his fudden riding away from the fport in 
which be was engaged, and the noble fpirit with which he ad- 
drefies thefe vile incendiaries, are all circumftances that make 
the reader food of the charafter of this young hero, and give 
him an importance in the poem • 
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Nor can his panting guardians check the {peed 

Of the young hero, and hts fiery fteed : 

Oh ! what curft rage is^ this, ye wretched dames ? 865 

To what dire purpofe fly thcfe fatal flames ? 

Behold, your own Aicanius — you defboy 

No Argive navy, but the hopes of Troy; ] 

Witli that he threw his helmet on the fliore, 870 
In which he led hh youthful bands before. 
Next came ^neas, and the Trojan hofl. 
Th' affrighted dames difperfing o'er the coad. 
To wood6 and hollow caverns take their flighty 
Repent their crime, and hate the ^Iden liglit : 875 
With altered minds their kinditd they confeftv 
And the fierce geddefs fled from every breaft. 

Not fo the furious flames ; they fpread the more ; 
And, high in air, widi rage redoubled roar. 
Cloie in the cordage works the foUen fire, 86« 

And thro* the ribs the heavy finokes expire. 
Within the keel the fubtle vapours lye; 
Thence the contagious flamerthro' all the veiTd ffy* 
The laboring heroes toil with fruitlefs pain. 
And gulhing floods on floods are pour'd in vain, 8-65 
The prince then tore his robes in deep defpair, 
Rds'd high his hands ; and thus addrefl his pray'r ; 
Great Jove ! if one of all the Trojan flate 
Lives yet exempt from thy immortal hate ; 
Oh ! if thy facred eyes with wonted grace S90 

Behold the miferable mortal race ; 

^73- Affrighted dames. "] Obferve their fear and guilty and 
their fudden repentance of their raih undertaking. 
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Sapprefs thefe fires ; forUd them todeftroy ; 

And fnatch from death the poor remains of Trof ! 

Or if my crimes, almighty fire ! demand 

The laft, laft vengeance of thy dreadful hand, 895 

On me, on me alone that vengeance (bed. 

And with thy levelled thunders ftrike me dead ! 

Scarce had he faid, when o^er the navy pou» 

A fudden gloomy cload in rattling fhbw'rs' ; 

Black with the fouthern winds- the tempeft flies, ^ 90a 

And in a moment burfts from all the ikies 

In flaicy (beets and deluges of rain ; 

And the loud thunders (hook the mountain and the plain* 

Fierce o'er the (hips the waters took their way ; 

And, quench'd in floods, the hifling timbers lay» 905 

Four gallies loll ; at length the flames retire, . 

And all the remnant fleet efcap'd the raging fire* 

Mean time the hero by the lofa oppteft. 
With various carei^ thatrack'd his la^^'ring breally 



S93. A/id fnatcb from dealhJ] One is in great pain Jeaft 
^neas^s whole fleet (hould be here deftroyed, and con(e- 
^uently an end be put to his glorious intended expedition $ 
but the poet 

Falfis ierroribus impiet. 

Jupiter moft opportunely lends a (hower fufliclent to quench 
this alarming Are, and makes us eaijr again. The lols was 
fmalli only four galiies. 

905. Htffit^ timbers J\ Virgil ha^ found out moft elegant 
terms to defcribe To dimcult and unamaable a fubje^l as the in* 
ereafe and abating oi this fire ; 

■ udo fub robore nA*vit 

Stupa.-'^"^ • ■ ■ ■ 

Examine likewife all the following lines. 
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If ftill to feek the Latiaii realm debates, 9i» 

Or here to fix, forgetful of the fates. 

Then Nautes, fam'd for wifdom. and for age, 

(For Pallas taaght the venerable fage. 

What great events the fates and gods ordain ;) 

Beipoke the chief, and thus relieved his pain, 91^' 

*Tis beft, illuilrious hero,- to obey, 

And ftill purfue where fortune leads the way ; 

By patience to retrieve our haplefs ftate. 

And rife fuperior to the flrokes of fate. 

Let great Aceftes in your councils join, 92(1 

Your royal friend, of Troy's immortal line. 

Your veiTeb loft; thofe numbers who remain, 

A timorous, weak, unnecefTary train. 

The hoary fires and dames, anfit to bear 

The perils of the fea, or toils of war, 925 

Select ; and truft to his paternal care. 

The weary wretches here their walls may frame,^ 

And call their city by the monarch's name. 

The prince approved th' advice his friend addrell. 

But ilill a thoufand cares diilrad his laboring breaft. 939 

Now o'er the folemn flues devoid of lights 
High in her fable chariot rode the night ; 



912. *rben Nautesfam^dJ] This is one of thofe paifages i a 
which Virgil makes his court to one of the moft iliufh-ious 
families in Italy : That was the family called Naiitia. Dio- 
nyfiiis Halicarnafleus fays, that the Nautes who founded this 
family, was one of the companions of i£neas \ and that the 
care of guarding the Palladium was entrufled to him. He is 
introduced fjpeaking with great wifdom. 



I 
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WheA to the godlike hero, from the pole 
De/cendsy and fpeaks his mighty father's foul : 

My fon ! in all the fates of Troy approved, 93 j 
Whom, while I livM, beyond my life I lov'd ; 
Lo ! I am fcnt by heaven's almighty fire. 
Who from thy navy bade the flames retire. 
The prudent counfel of thy friend obey. 
Take, with th.e braveft youths, the dangerous way : 940 
With thefe fair Latinm flialt thou reach, and there 
Wage with a rugged race a dreadful war. 
Yetfirfl, my fon, to Pluto's regions go. 

And meet thy father in the realms below ; 

Por know, my fpirit was not doomM to dwell 94 j . 

In the dark horrors and the depths of hell. 

But, with the pious blcft alTcmbly reigns. 

In all the pleafures of th' Elyfian plains. 

But thou the blood of fable vidlims ihed; 

Then (hall the Sibyl guide thee to the dead. 950 

There (halt thou know what town the fates affign. 

With the long glories of thy future line. 

934.. "His father's foul A ^neas ftill flu6luati|)g in hit de^ 
iigns, and not bcfng fully refolved* to leave the kingdom of 
Aceftes, it was abi'oluteiy neceiTary to introduce /Uichiit«*t 
ghoft, ordering him (llll to purfue his firft defign, and the 
^ill of the gods, in going to Italy* This furely is, 

Dignus <vindice Nodus* 

943. ^0 Pluto" s regions go.1 This apparition of Anchiftt 
-and the comntanos he gives his fon'to defccnd into the ihadea 
belovtr, are a neceiTary preparation for the ftxth book. The 
art of the poet is admirable in the manner wherewith he aJ« 
ways prepares the events that ar« tb follow. By this he keeps 
up the fuipence and raifes the expe^ation of the reader, which 
• one of the greateft beauties in epic poetry. Catro v. 

Vol. III. O 
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And now, farewell |— the night flide§ fwift away 

I feel from far the morning's painful ray ; 

And fhrink and ficken at the beams of day. - 955 

He faidy and lo ! that moment from his eyes. 

Like a thin {moke> difTolv'd into the jfkies. 

Vaniih'd fo foon ! where, whither art thou gone ? 
Why, why retires my father from his fon ? 
What ! not one laH embrace ? the prince exclaims : 960 
Then to new life he wakes the flumb'ring flames ; 
And hoary Vefta, and the Trojan powers. 
With iacred gifts and fuppliant vows adores. 
Strait the whgle fcene before his friends he lays, 96$ 
5ut chief tjhe vifipn to the king difplays ; 
Unfolds the meifage fent from Heav'n j^bove. 
His father's counfel, and the will of Jove. 
His friends approve t;he hero's new deiigns. 
And in the tafic the good Acefles joins. 
To the jicw town the matrons they aiSgn'd, ^jo 

And leave the willing vulgar crowds behind ; 
Souls, tliat no hopes of future praife infiame. 
Cold and infenfible to glorious fame. 
With fpeed the half-burn'd vefiel$ they repair. 
Provide, new cordage, decks, and oars with care ; 
A {lender band, but eager all for war. 976 

The prince then drew a city on the plain ; 
Kjexthe aflign'd the dwellings to the train. 

972. Sduh, that no hoper,"] It ought always to be remem« 
bered, that the pnrticolar defign of the -ffinerd is to inffa-uQ; 
princes how to found colonies. Now, one of the nioft pru- 
dent precautions in that matter is to leave behind all thofe 
who are intimidated with the dangers of the expedition, and 
retain only^hofe who are thoroughly brave,^ and arc fixed and 
Realty in the defign, Cat^qV* 
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Now a new Ilion in Trinacria rofe. 

And a hewSimois and Scamander Hows. 989 

Well-pleas'd Aceftes took the fov'reign fway ; 

Th' adopted Aibjecls their new prince obey. 

The king conven'd the peers around, and (ate 

To frame new laws, and regulate the ftate. 

To Venus' name they bid a temple rife 985 

From Eryx' top, high towering to the fkies : 

And next a priefl and ample grove were made. 

For ever facred to Anchifes' fhade. 

Now nine whole days in folemn feafts had paft j 

When gentle breezes finoQthM the Hoods at lafl : 995 

The fouthem winds invite their (ails and oars ; 

Then cries and (hrieks reibund along the fhoars« 

in long, long tendemefs they fpcnd the day. 

In clofe embraces waile the night away. 

Now all the wretches, e*en the female train 99$ 

Who fear'd fa late the dangers of the main,^ 

And fhrunk, the rolling ocean to furvey. 

All wifh to take the long laborious way. 

The melting hero (bothes their wild defpair» 999 

And weeps, and gives them to the monarch's care* 

Three heifers next to Eryx* name he pays, 

A lamb to every ftorm the hero flays. 

Unmoors his fleet, and every fail difplays. 

595. ffmvdlltbe'wretcbes,']. What a juft pi6lurc of hu- 
man nature is here ! All thofc who were (o fond of (laying in 
this new city but juft before, when they came to part with 
their old friends and companions (which parting is movingly 
described) began to repent of their fcheme> and long to as« 
company the reft in their voyage. 

Q % 
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Crown'd with a graceful olive wreath he'ilands 

H igh on the prow $ a charger in his hands ; 1 005 

Hurls the fat entrails o'er the foamy brine. 

And fbuns the filver waves with fable wine. 

Frefli rife the profp'rous gales ; the fdlors fweep. 

And da(h with equal ilrokes the roaring deep. 1009 

Mean time the queen of love with cares oppreft. 
The mighty, father of the floods addreH : 
Imperious Juno's unrelenting hate 
To the poor relicks of the Trojan ilatc, 
(Which no decrees of Jove or fate reftrain. 
Nor length of years, nor vows preferr'd in vain) i o 1 5 
Compels a fiftcr goddcfs to repair^ 
To thee, great Neptune^ withafiippliant's prayer. 

1 o 10. Mean time the qtuenoflwe loiih cares,^ This com* 
|ilaint of Venus to Neptune, is very elegant and very artful s 
r.rd what tbe fod anfwers tier^ prepares the reader to expe£t 
ihevf happy arrival in Iraly $ and ferves to anfwer an ob» 
jef^ion that might 'be .made, why Juno, who had excited fo 
ten ible a tempeft in the firft l^ook, (hould not endeavour to 
raife another 1 fince ihe now had no time to lofe, as the Tro- 
jans were very near the end of their long voyage. One ought 
to obfery^ .with What ait the poet gives to both thefe gods, 
the tenns and manner of fpeaking that are moft proper and 
fuited to their chara£lers. The fpeech of Venus is full of 
fweetnefs ; and Neptune, in his anfwer* feems not to mention 
any thing but what belonss to his empire ; one while calling 
Xanthus and 8iraois to witnefs,' how much he had done for. 
Troy $ another while inferting in his fpeech, either the tem- 
peft which Juno excited, or the birth of Venus, who arofe 
from the. waves, or the inundation of the rivers qf Troy. 
Thus (hould the characters of all thofe who are introduced 
fpeakings be marked, in making them (ay what is proper,' and 
peculiar to them ; and in making them appeal* full of thofe 
things with which they ought to be more particularly touched 
and affefled. Segrais. 

Virgil feems in this pajlage to have a?ain copied from hit 
fayourite ApoUonius, B. h* Argon, where Juno fupplicates 
Thetis to fuccour the diftrefled Argonauts. ApoUomus re* 
quires no other praife than that Virgil loved liim* 
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For rage like her*8, 'twas litdc to dcftroy, 

Fair Afia's pride, th' imperial town of Troy ! 

'Twasnot enough her wandering natives know 1020 

All forms and all varieties of woe ! 

But oh ! her groundlefs vengeance would efface, 

Ev*n the laft relicks of the perifli*d race ! 

Thou, thou canft witnefs, ocean's mighty god ! 

With what direftonns flie lafli'd the Libyan flood ;iozj 

When, arm'd with all th' Molhn winds in vain, 

Earth, air, andheav'n, ihe mingled with the main, 

And rais'd fuch tumults in thy watry reign. 

Yet, flill more Ihameful !-.now her arts infpirc 

The Trojan dames to wrap the ihips in fire f lo^o- 

' And urge my Ton, to leave his ibcial band * 
(His fleet half-ruinM) in a foreign land* 
But oh ! I beg for thoie, who yet remain^ 
A peaceful voyage to the Latian plain ;> 
A fupi^Uam goddds begs for nodiing mdit$ 1035 

Than thofe fame I'^alms the fates aflijgn'd before ! 
'Tis yours, i^eply'd the monarch of the main. 
Yours to command in this our watry reign ; 
Knee from the facred ocean firft you came. 
Since your deferts your confidence may claim ; 1 040 

. Oft for your fon I bade the whirlwinds ceafe ; 
I huih'd the roarings of the floods to peace ; 
And Simois can atted and Xanthus* flream. 
By land my guardian care was Hill the fame. 
When fierce Achilles, furious to deftroy, 1045 

Drove to their walls the trembling fons of Troy j 
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lie Heath his venreful /pear when thoofands bled. 

When die choak'd rivers groan'd with loads of dead ; 

When Xanthus' flood incumber'd with the flain. 

Scarce roll'd his ftroggling billows to the main ; 1050 

Your fon oppos'd him, with unequal might 

>\nd far inferior gods, in iingle fight : 

Inftant I fnatch'd him from the dreadful fray. 

And in a cloud convcy'dthe cliief away. 

Ev'n then I fav'd the warrior, when with joy : 1055 

I wifh'd and wrought the fall of perjur'd Tj 0/ i 

And flill will fave him—he (halt plow the fea. 

And to Avernus* port diredb his way. 

On the wild floods (hall only one be loft. 

One Angle wretch atone for all the hoft ! 1060 

Thus when the god had footh'd her anxious mind. 
His finny couriers. to. the car he join'd 5 
Next to their fiery mouths the bits apply*d, ^ 

And, while the wkeels along the level glide, 1064 s 
He thh)ws up all the reins, and ikims the floating tide, j 

1057. He /hall plow. ^ Venus in her fpeech toNephinci 
in favour of u^neas, begs that he may arrive fai'e from Sici- 
ly, to the channel of the Tiber : 

Liceat Lfturentum utti/tgere Tybrim. Mn, 5. 796. 

Neptune, *in hi« anrwer, fays, that he fhall get fafe to the 
coafl orCumae,. which is not a fatisfaftory anfwcr to the re • 
<iuelt ; and yet fhc is fully fatisfied with it. The Florentine 
nianufcript in this anfwer, inftead of ^ff^^^/, his acceMt : as 
if he had faid, he is now going on in the coaft of Cumae, as 
fafely as you could wifh ; and Stall goon as fafely all the reft 
of his voyage. Nothing is more frequent in ^irgil, than this 
way, of nbt mentioning exprefsly, what may be eafily in- 
ferred. * ris fo common in him, that I have always taken it 
to be the diftinguifliing diflerence between his and Homer's 
nun ncr oF writing, SpenC£, 
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The flood fubfides and fpreads a glsJTy plain^ 

And the loud chariot thunders o*er the main i 

The clouds before the mighty monarch fly 

In heapsy and fcatter thro' the boundlefs iky : 

A thoufand forms attend the glorious god» 1070 

Enormous whales, and monilers of the flood : 

Here the long train of hoary Glaucus rides j 

Here the fwift Tritons fhoot along the tides ; 

There rode Palsmon o'er the watry plain. 

With aged Phorcus^ and his azure train } 1075 

And beauteous Thetis led the daughters of the main, 

^neas view'd the fcene ; and hence arofe 
A beam of joy to diffipate his woes. 
Inflant he gives command to firetch the falls, 
To rear the mail and catch the fpringing gales. 1080 
Strait the glad train the ipacious fheet unbind. 
And ftretch the canvas to the driving wind* 

to66. The flood fubjides,'] Homer, it muft be granterl^ 
hathgreatly excelled Virgil, in the paflTagervom which this ii 
'copied, Iliad 13 B. Ver, 27. I cannot refift the pleafure of 
tranfcribing the verfes in their noble original *. 

Longliius confefTes liimfelf wonderfully ftruck with the vaft 
grandeur and fublimity oi this pafTage j which, he fays, had 
raifed the admiration of all antiquity. Pope thinks Virgil 
comes (hort of this original, and fancies Scaiiger liimfelf was 
fenfible of this, by his pafling in filence a pafiage, which lay 
fo obvious to comparifon, 

G4 
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Old Palinurus fifft the navy guides ; 

The reft obedient follow thro' the tides^ 

Now half the night thro' heav'n had roll'd away, 1085 

The failors ftretch'd along their benches lay. 

When thro' the parting vapour fwiftly flies 

The god of fluml?ers from th* etherial fkies. 

To thee, poor Palinure, he came, and fhcd 

A fatal fleep on thy devoted head I HC^ 

High on the ftern his filcnt ftand he' took 

In Phorbas' fhape ; and thus the phantom ipoke : 

Behold, the fleer, my friend, fecurely fails, 

Steer'd by the floods and wafted by the gales ! 

Now fteal a moment's reft ; mylclf will guide 109 J 

Awhile the veflel o'er the floating tide. 

To whom the careful Palinure replies. 

While fcarce he rais'd his heavy clofing eyci : 

Me would'ft thou urge in fleep to fink awaiy. 

And fondly credit fuch a flattering fea ? 1 100 

Too well, my friend, I know the trcach'rous main ! 

Too well to tempt the monfter's fmiles again ! 

Too oft deceiv'd by fuch a calm before, 

I truft my mafter to the winds no more. 

This faid, he graip'd the helm> and fixt his eyc« 1 105 

On every guiding ftar that gilds the ikies. 

1090. A fatal fleep.l Virgirs account of the death of Pa* 
linurus, is in the ftrong oriental tafte. In one place 'tis faid, 
that a god took away all his vigilance ; tpre off the rudder he 
fliould have guided, and flung him over- board with it into the 
fea : in ano3ier, that the god had nothing to do in it 5 but 
that it was wholly owing to himfelf. There are frequent in- 
ftances of the very fame oriei talifm iu Homer,' and in the fa- 
crcd writings. Spence, 
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• * 

Then o'er his temples (hook the wrathful god 

A branchy deep-diench'd in Lethe's filent flood. 

The potent charm in dews of dumber Hcep, 

And foon weigh down his fwimming eyes to fleep. 1 1 !o 

Scarce yet his languid limbs hsd funk away» 

When o'er die wretch thegod incumbent lay. 

And, with a fhatter'd fragment of the ihip» 

Bore down the helm and pilot to'the deepj 

Headlong he tumbles in the flaihing main, 1 1 1 5 

And calls for fuccour to his friends in vain. 

Swift from the flern the airy phantom flies» 

And with ipread pinions mounts the golden i!cies ; 

Yet ixnooth along the flood the navy rode, 

^jafe in the promi£b of the watry god, . 1 1 20 

Now they appioach'd the firen'a dangierous coaft, , 

Once rough, andinfamous for.veflTels lofl : : 

iiii. *rbe Jireffs datigerous eoafiS\' About thirty miics 
frotn the flioie, dire^ly off Naples, and a ftone- throw from 
the ibuth'iide- of the ifland Capi^esej- ftand the Sirenufie, or 
rocks of th^ firens. The jcommon opinion about their inha* 
bitanu, aad the moft probable, is,' that they were lewd wo« 
men, who proftitutcd therafelves to the failors,' and by the al- 
lurements^ a lasy voluptuous life, made them unmindful of - 
their ^voyage, andcarelefs of returning to their native coun- 
try » But their ftory, a» it is told by Homer, lies To i pat for a 
moral, that it is hard to believe it to be any thing elfe than ' 
pure fiftion. Their charming afpeft at fir It fight'$ ,their beau* 
cifiii faces, and enfharing voice, perfectly reprcfent the fair 
appearance of an objeft <n pleafurt ; and their falfe ddtru^tive 
natures their hidden deformities, and the way . to ihun and ' 
dekny .them, agree fo nicely with the methods prefcribed Uy . 
thft noioralifts, foravoidihg a gilded fnare,- that it would al« 
moft be pity to fpoil the aul^gory;'. Nor is there any neceflity 
we (hould* The Phenician»accounts of thefe enchanting 
Cfcatiires | their telling how ravifhingly they fung, and how • 

65. many- 
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Huge heaps of bones ftill whiten all the fliore ; 

And, daih'd from rock to rock, the billows roar. 

The watchful prince th* cndanger'd galley found, 1 1 25 

Without a pilpt llrike on ihoaly ground ; 

Himfelf then took the taflc, by night to guide 

The wand'ring vefTel o'er the rolling tide : 

O dear lamented friend ! (the hero cries,) 

Por faith repos'd on flattering feas and fkies, 1 130 

Call on a foreign (hore thy naked body lies ! 

many crews had been ioft tbro' their means, was ground fuf- _ 
fcient for the poet s They both gave him a foundation for his 
tale, and fcope >to work it up in the fymholical i£gyptiaa 
manner, until it loft its fpecialities ; and, from a private Itory^ 
becamt; capable of a general application. Enquiry into ihft 
Jile and writings of Uom*r> Se^. ii» p. %^%^ 
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7T>e Sibyl foretells Mneas the adventures bejhould meet 
with in Italy, She attends him to helly defcrihing t9 
him the various fcenes of that place^ and conduSiing 
him to his father Anchifes^ who infiruSfs him in thoje 
fublime myjleries of the foul of the worlds and thr 
tranfnugration ; and Jhews him that glorious race of 
heroesy which was to defcend from him and bis pof^ 
fterity. 
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THE 

SIXTH BOOK.* 

THUS whUc he wept ; with flying fails and oar* 
The navy reach*d the fair Cumaean fhores. 
The circling anchors here the fleet detain. 
All rzng*d beiide the margin of the main. 
With eager tranfport fir'd, the Trojan band 5 

Leap from the fliips to gain th' Hefperian land. 
Some flrike from flints the iparkling feeds of flame. 
Some ftorm the coverts of the favage game ; 
To feed the fires, unroot the (landing woods, 
And fliew with joy the new-difcover'd floods* 10 

To Phcebas' fane the hero paft alon^, 
And thofe dark caverns where the Sibyl fang. 

* This book 18 a very valfiab|e monument of learning, even 
cxclufiv^ of the Aiblime poetry it contains. In it we have a 
large and accurate account of the ancient theology and mytho- 
logy, their notions of a future ftate of rewards and puniih* 
ments, of the immortality of the foul, and its tianimigra- 
tions, of the- do6innc of the anma mufi^i 9 or foul of theuni* 
verfe ; and feveral other curious and important points relatiA|^ 
to the religion of the ancients. Add to this, that we are here 
like wife entertained with an elegantly fuccin^l hiftory of the 
chief Roman wdrthies, who pais in review before us, whofe 
characters are diilin6lly and ftrongly marked, and their vkA 
Ulttfirious actions fpecified. 
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There, as d^ go4 i^l^rg'd h«r fotil, fhe &t^^ 

And open'd all the deep deo-eea of fate. 

Tke train with reverence entetj and bdidd i{ 

Chafte Trivia'a grpve» and temple rooPd with gold; ' 

A ftrudture rais'd by Dasdalos, ('tis faid) 

When from the Cretan king's revenge he fled* 

bn wings to Northern dimes he dar'd to foar* 

Through airy ways unknown to man before i 20 

Full many a length of fky and ocean pafU 

On Cuma's facred tow'rs he ftqop'd at laft« 

Then hung to PhcBbus i^ the ftfange abode* 

The wings t^at fte<(r'd him ^ifo' itiie liqnid road* 

And rais'd the pon^ous pile in hootdnr of the god. 25 

The matchlefs artift* on the lofty gate* 

Engrav'd Androgeos' memorable fate : 

And. here by lot fad Athens yearly paid 

Sev'n haplefs youihs* to ibothe his angry fliade* 

Here ftpod die fetal urn ; and then with pride jo 

Fair'Crete rofe tow'ring on the filver tidew. 

There too the father of the herds was feen* 

Who quench'd the paifion of the luiiiul queen ; 

Their birth, a man below, a beaft above* 

The mingled o^spring of prfcpofb'rous love ! 35 

ft6. *rbe matchlefs artifiSj The fculpture on the front of 
this temple, is beautifully imagined. That circumffaince of 
the father*^ endeavouring to carve the death of his foit in the 
piece, and his h^nds Shaking and failing him for grief, and 
his being usable to finifli the figure of Icarus, is tender, and in 
the true manner of a writer fond of mbroducing pathetic 
firokes at every opportunity. 

Icanv being confined with his father in a tower at Crete* 
endeavoured to efcape with wings joined with wax ; but fiy* 
ing too near the fun, the wax melted and he fel)^ and was 
diWned in the Sgeap imu 
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There flood the winding pile, whofe masses ran ' 

Round within round, and end where the/ began* 

But when the pitying D^dahis fttrveyM 

The hopelefs paflion of the ^ royal maid. 

He led her Thefeus through the puzzling ways, ' 40 

Safe with a clue, and open'd -every maze. 

Thou too, poor Icarus ! hadft borne a partj 

Had grief not checked thy parent in his art f 

He thrice effayM the mournful talk in vain ; 

Thrice fhook his haqd, and dropM the talk again. 4; 

; Thus had they gaa*d &'er all the coltly fiame. 

When lo h Achates frotii the temple came ; . 

With him Deiplic4>e'of Phcebus' fane 

The facred prieAefs — ^who at once began :— 

Hence— gaze no more; fev'nchofeniheep with fpeed|59 

Sev'n fleers, unconfcious of the yoke, muH fa^eed^ 

She fpoke ; the crowds obey ; and to the fane 

Sublime, Ihe callsthe wand'ring Trcjan triin. 

Scoop'd thro* the rock, in mighty depth difplay'd. 

Lies the dark cavern of the Sybil maid ; || 

Thro' all die hundred portals rufh abroad 

Her facred voice, and anfwers of the god.. 

6carce at the cell arrivM^^invoke the fkies, 

I feel the god, the rufhing god ! fhe cries*. 

• Ariadne. 

50. Hence.^ The fhortnefs, a-bniptneis, and authoritatirr 
air of this Tpeech, are much in chara£ler. 

54. Sceef^d tbf^" the rock.'] Ovia's defcription of the cave 
of ileep. Met. II. 592. is much more iiJce what they call th^ 
Sybil's grot at prefent, than this Opeaing deferibed by Virgil* 

Spence. 

59, ///*/ thegody the rufliimggodl Jke criepJ]. This whole 
defcnpiion is cooceived and painted with the ereaeft warmth, 
of imagination j it is one of the fij^elt pieces of poetic enthuH* 

3 , afm 
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While yet ihe fpoke, enlarged her features grew, 60 
Her colour chang'd, her locks diihevePd flew. 
The heav'nly tumult reigns in every part. 
Pants iii her breaft, and fwells her riflug heart ; 

afm in the world.— Lord Rofcom non breaks out into the fol^ 

lowing rapture concerning this paifage : 

Have you been led thro' the Cumean cavff. 

And heard th' impatient maid divinely rave f 

I heai her now I I fee her rowling cyc^ ! 

And panting, lo ! the god, the goci, (he cries——* 

T cannot help being fuiprized, withTiapp, that Lauderdale 
and Dry den, in their trandatioas, (hould Soth omit the rrpe* 
tition of the wovAdeuss than which nothing can be more 
firiking and emphatica). 

This circumftance of the prieftefs" (prea^ring to the iight^ 
and growing larger and larger, as the inlpiration came upon 
her, 18 moft nobly imagined, and prodigioufly aftefting. Mr« 
Spence oblerves, that Tiich kind of growing figures aro very 
uncommon in the poets, " There are but three of them* 
fays he, that I can recolle6l at present ; thofe are all defcribetl « 
by Virgil \ and are, perhaps, ibme of the ftrongeft inftances 
of that po<;t's imagination, of any thing in all his works. 
One of them is in his defer! ption of Fame, B. iv. ; and the 
other two relate both to furies. In his defcription ^ Fan>f^ 
he fpeaks of that goddefs as appearing iinaU to you at firft % 
but as growing upon you continually, till her head reaches 
the clouds. He reprefents Tifiphone, Geor. 3. nwch in the 
fame manner ; terrible indeed, when (he firft appears on the 
earth ; but growing every day larger, and more and more 
terrible : This is when he introduces this fury as bringringa 
peftilence upon the earth ; which gives it a gieat deal of pr<^ 
priety, from the allegory and the realities anfwering fo well to 
each other. The third inftance is in his account of Ale6):o^S 
appearance to Turnus, B. vii. ; where he fays, that her facQ 
grew dill larger and larger, aa he lookei upon it/' 

Poly METIS, Dial. i6« 

I hope this amiable author (who fetdom forgets any thing 
but the obligations he lays upon his friends) will pardon me 
for putting him in mind of a fourth inftance of thefe growing 
figures, in Virgirs writings ; this of the prieflefs, in the pa^ 
iage before us, which, for its beauty and fublimity, may bo 
perhaps compared with any of the before-mentioned tlu:ee« 
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Still fpreading to the fight, the prieflefs glow'd. 
And heav'd impatient of th' incumbent goH. 65 

Then to her inmofi: foul by Phoebus fir*di 
In more than human founds fhe ipoke infpir'd : 
Still, doft thou ilill delay ? thy voice employ 
In ardent vows, illuftrious prince of Troy ! 
Thy pray'rs, thy argent prayers mull wide difplay 70 
Thefe awcful portals to the light of day. 
She laid ; the Trojans ihook with holy fear. 
And thus the fuppliant prince preferrM his pray'r : 
Hear, Phosbus, gracious God ! whofe aid divine 
So oft has fav'd the wretched Trojan line, 75 

And winged the (haft from Paris* Phrygian bow. 
The (haft that laid the great Achilles low. 
Led by thy guardian care, fecure I paft 
Thro* many a realm, and rang'd the watry waftc ; 
Trod the wild regions where the Syrtes lie, 80 

And lands that ftretch beneath a different (ky. 
At length the coaft of luly we gain. 
The flying coaft, fo long purfu'd in vain. 
Till now, to every realm our courfe we bent. 
And Ilion*s fate purfu'd us where we went. 85 

Now all ye powr's, confederate to deftroy * 
The glorious empire and the tow'rs of Troy, 
^16 time to bid your wrathful vengeance ceaie. 
To bid ker poor remains repofe in peace. 
And thou, great Sybil ! to whofc piercing eye 90 
Difclos'dthe fceaes of future ages lie ; 
Since all my cares and labours but explore 
An empire promis'd by die fatet before. 
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Give me to fix in Lati\im*i fair abodes 

The fons of Troy, and reft her wandering gods : 95 

Then fhall my hands a glorioas temple frame 

To mighty Dian, and her brother's name ; 

And folemii days to Phoebus Til decree. 

And in my realms fhall temples rife to thee $ 

There all thy myftic numbers will I place, lOO 

With all the fortunes of the Trojan race. - 

By chofcn fages guarded, there fhall lie 

The records, facred from the vulgar eye. 

Nor be my fates to flitting leaves coniign'd^ 

T6 fly the common fport of every wind ! ICJ 

But thou, even thou, great prophetcft ! relate 

In vocal accents all my future fate. 

Now rsves the Sibyl in her cave, oppreft 
By Phoebus raging in her heaving breaft f 
She fbruggles to difcharge the mighty load, i lO 

Maddens and bounds, impatient of the god : 
Her foamy mouth atitentive to controul. 
He forms her organs and commands her foul. 
Then (all the hundred doors difplay'd to view) 
Thro* every vent the facred accents flew : 1 1 j 

By fea, O prince ! are all thy perils o'er, 
But far, far greater wait thee on the fhore. 
Difmiis thy doubts ; to Latium's deflin'd plain 
Troy's fbns fhall come, but wifh to ^y again. 
Wars, horrid wars I fee on Tyber's fhore ; 1 zo 

And all his waves run thick with human gore ! 
Scamander fhalt thou find,. and Simois there. 
And Greece fhall arm a fecond hofl for war. 
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A new Achilles ri&6 to the fight ; 

Him tpo a pregnant goddefs brings to light : 1 25 

And heaven's great queen, with unrelenting hate. 

Still, as of old, purfues the Dardan flate< 

Once more the woes of Troy derive their cauie 

From a new breach of hoipitable laws ; 

And (he muft bleed again as late ihe bled, 1^9 

For a rap'd princefs and a foreign bed. 

How ihalt thou rove, new fuccours to implore. 

From every court along the Latian Ihore I 

But thou, more bold, the more thy fates oppofe^ 

Advance, great prince, fuperiorto thy woes : 135 

Thy firll fair hopes of ^ety and fuccefs, . 

Beyond thy fondeft wifh, ftall rife from Greece* 

Thus fpoke the Sibyl from her dark abode 
The dread myfterious anfwers of the god ; 



1 3 ? . ^ThHsfpoht the SihjlJ] , In Virgir* atfcotirtt df ^neasV 
preparation {JSifi* 6. 9 to ft6}) for his.derc«nt into hell, nioflr 
people are apt to confound the prieftefs of the fibyl, and the 
fihyl herfel?- together. — The prieftefs's name is Deiphobe, tlie 
claughter of Glaiicus j which was not the name of any one of 
the fibyls. — The fibyl was herfelf a goddefs, and as fuch re- 
quired an introdu^refs to her : andScipio, in S'dius ItalicuSf 
Lib. 13. has the prieftds Autonoe, to con^luft him to this 
very fibyl.— Viigil calls Deiphobe, generally by the name of 
Sacerdos : arid the fibyl, Virgo, Vates and Dea ': Silvius 
calls Autonoe only Vates; and the fibylj Kates, r/u^or Va^ 
tes, magna facerdosy ^erifacunda facer dos^ doQa tomes ^ri^ 
tvia, Phcebei pe£ioris umbra fatidica, Cymea, f^irgo, Sibyltay 
and Umbra Sibjlla. — The priefteis comes to condu^l iEneas 
to the temple where the fibyl was, JBn, 6. ver. 35 ; and 'ti» . 
/he that Ipeaks to ver. 55 : 'Tis the fybll herfelf that Ijpealy? 
afterwards, from ver. 82. to 155. The pricftefs appears agarf 
ver. 244. and is fMCceeded again by the fibyl^ from ver. 2 5o« ^ 
to the end. 

The 
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The wond'rous truths involv'd in riddles, gate, 140 
^nd, furious, bellow'd round the gloomy cave. 
Apollo ihook his rod ; pofTeft her whole, 
Pour'd in his £res,' and rein'd her raging foul. 

The whole courfe of the thing is thus j ^Eneai (rer. a,) 
pirts in with his fleet near cape Mtfeno. He fets out froin 
thence for Cuinae; and ftops (ver. 13.) in the portico of 
ApoUo^s temple there, while Achates goes for the prieftefs. 
She (ver. 35,) comes, and (ver, 41.) introduces him into the 
temple; where he 'makes his Prayer, (ver. 56.) and has hit 
anfwers (ver. 83. and 115.) from the fibyl herftlf : . who or* 
ders him to fearch for the golden bough j and to bury the 
perfon who lies 'dead (ver. 162.) in his fleet. He returns, 
and finds that perfon to be Mifenus. 

^neas h imfelf aiUfU (ver. 1 8 3 *} in getting the wood for Mi* 
fenus^s funeral pile; which at the fame time occafions his find* 
jng(ver. 187.) the golden bough. He carries it (ver. 211.) 
to the fibyPs ; and returns (ver. ^2 31,} to pay his laft rites to 
Mi/enus. 

^neas goes to the lake of Avemus, (ver. 236.) between 

his fleet and the city of Cum ae ; and is met there (ver. 244.) 

by the prieflefs* They perform (ver. 250.) the facrificc. 

, The fibyl (ver. 2^8.) comes, and (ver. 262.) leads the way 

to hell. 

Virgil does not fay that ^neas arrived at Cumse, but on 
the Cumaean fhore. Now a great part of the coaft about that 
city, (and particularly what we now call the coaft of Baiae) 
was then called the Cumaean (hore. Ovid calls itfo (Met. 
J4. 105,) in fpeaking of this very point ; and fays, that 
i^neas's fleet Idft Naples to the right ; and ftcered on towards 
cape Mi fen o, on their left hand. That they anchored und^r 
the promontory of Mifeno, appears too from -^neas's return- 
ing to bury Mifenus ; whole dead body (as the fibyl faid) 
polluted his fleet. He buried it in that hill; and fixeid his 
trumpet (ver. 235.) and an oar upon it; which remained 
there to Virgil's days, and for fome time after : for Statius 
mentions it more than once.-— L/Vn/ remogut notaius Collisy 
Lib. 5. Sylv. 3. i^l.'^Iliacoque jugum mtmorabilt more* 
Ibid. 8. 3« 

The 
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At length the fierce ethcrial tranfports ceaic. 

And all the heavenly fury funk in peace. 14,5 

When thus the chief— O facred dame ! I know 
Too well already my predellin'd woe ; 
But grant my pray'r ! — Since here, as fame relates, 
'Lies the dread road to Pluto's gloomy gates ; 
Where baleful Acheron fpreads, far and wide, 150 
His livid, melancholy, murmuring tide ; 
Unfold theie portals, and thy fuppliant lead 
'Down to the dark dominions of the dead : 
Give me to view my father's reverend face. 
And rufh with tranfport to his dear embrace ! 155 

Him through embattled armies I convey'd. 
While javelins hifa'd, and flames around me play'd. 
He (harM my toils, dctermin'd to defy 
The &orm& of every iea aad every iky ; 
In hardihips, cares and dangers to engage ; 160 

Nor fpar'd his Hooping venerable age. 
Yet more — he bade me to thy cell repair. 
And feek thy potent aid with fuppliant pray'r : 
Oh ! hear our joint requeft, our jnft defire ; 
And guide the fon, in pity to the fire. ' 165 

Your's is the pow'r^ for Hecate beftow'd 
On you the rule of this infernal wood. 

The fibyl's grot, as 'tis called, by which Virgil makes 
^neas descend into hell, has one opening by the lake Aver- 
nus, and had another at Cumse: and there was a pafTagc 
went all under the hill, from one to the other. Virgi) makes 
^neas go quite through it, by his perpetual way of inferring 
things, rather than laying them dire^iy ; and then return 
(vcr. 900.) the nearefl way to his fleet, and fct fail for Caje- 
ta. Ovid fays exprefsly (Met. 14. 157.) that he came out 
at Cuime. Holdswortu, and Spenci. 
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If Orpheus by his lyre's enchanting ^brain 

Could call his confort from the ihades again ; 

If Pollux dy'd alternate, to convey 1 70' 

His ranfom'd brother to the realms of day. 

And trod fo oft the fame infernal way? 

Why ihouid I Thefeus, why Alcides name. 

Bach hero fprung but from a mortal dame ? 

To hell thofe chiefs defcended from above : 175 

I claim a jufler right ; for I can prove 

My birth from Venus ; my defcent from Jove. 

Then to the Trojan hero, as he pray'd 
And grafp'd the altars, fpoke the facred maid : 

O glorious prince ! of brave Anchifes' line, 180 
Great, godlike herd, fprung from feed divine ! 
Smooth lies the road to Pluto's gloomy fhade ; 
And hell's black gates for ever Hand diiplay'd^ 
But 'tis a long unconquerable pain. 
To climb to thefe etherial realms again. 1^5 

The choice fele£ted few, whom fav'ring Jove, 
Or their own virtue rais'd to heav'n above. 
From thefe dark realms emerg'd again to day ; 
The mighty fons of gods I and only they ! 
The frightful entrance lies perplexed with woods, 190 
Indos'd with fad Cocytns' fullen floods. 
But fince you long to pafs the realms beneath. 
The dreadful realms of darknefs and of death, 

170. Pollux,"] Caftor and Pollux were the two fons of Lc- 
da, one by Jupiter, the other l^ Tyndams ; confeqvently one 
was immortal, and the other mortal. Caftor being killed, 
Pollux demanded of his father Jupiter, that his brother might 
ihare his immortality with him. Jupiter confented^ Aod the/ 
alternately lived and died. 
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Twice the dire Stygian flream to meaTure o'er. 

And twice the black Tartarean gulf ej^plore : 195 

Firfl^ take my counfel, then fecurely go. 

A mighty tree, that bears a golden bough. 

Grows in a vale, furrounded with a grove, 

AndTacred to the queen of Stygian Jove. 

Her nether world no mortals can behold, , 2e# 

Till from the bole they ftrip the blooming gold. 

The mighty queen requires this gift alone. 

And claims the /hining wonder for her own. 

One pluck'd away, a fecond branch you fee 

Shoot forth in gold, and glitter through the tree« 205 

Go then ; with care eredl thy fearching eyes. 

And in proud triumph feize the glorious prize. 

Thy purposed journey if the fates allow. 

Free to thy touch fhall bend the coHly bough : 

If not ; the tree will mortal Hrength difdain ; 210 

And fteel fhall hew the glittering branch in vaia. 

Befides^ while here my counfel you implore. 

Your brcathlefs friend, unburied on the fhore, 

(Ah I haplefs warrior ! in thy abfence loft) 

The camp unhallows, and pollutes the hoil. 21 J 

Pirft let his cold remains in earth be laid, > 

And decent in the grave difpofe the dead. 

The dueluftration next perform, and bring 

The fable victims for the Stygian king. 

Then to the realms of hell (halt thou repair, 2-2« 

Untn)d by thofe who breathe the vital air. 

She ceas'd ; the mournful prince returns with fighs : 

On earth the drooping hero fix'd his eyes. 

3^22. Returns.] Perhaps there i$ no other infta nee in the 

claffict. 
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Deep in his melancholy thoughts he weigh'd 

The dire event, and all the Sibyl faid ; 22r 

While at his fide the good Achates (hares 

The warrior's anguiih, and divides his cares. 

Oft they divin'd in vain, what haplefs friend 

Dead and expos'd, her dubious words intend* 

But when arriv'd, amid the crowded ftrand 230 

They faw Mifenus ilretch'd along the ^d ; 

The great Mifenus, of celeftial kind ; 

Sprung from the mighty monarch of the wind ; 

Whofe trump, with noble cUogors, fir'd from far 

Th' embattled ho^s, sixxd blew the flames of war. 235 

By Hedlor's fide with unrefifted might 

Jils javelin rag'd ; his trumpet n)uz*d the fight 

But when that hero on the Phrygian plain 

By ftern Pelides' thuijd'ring arm was flain. 

He follow'd next iEneas* conquering fword, 249 

As brave a warrior as his former lord. 

put while the daring mortal o'er the flood 

Rais'jl his high notes, and challedg'd every god. 

With envy Triton hear'd the noble ftrain, 

And whelm'd the bold mufician in the main, 24J 

Around the body flood the mournful hoft, 

3ut l^is great ^nailer wept, and fufFer'd moft. 

daflics, 0f the word ingrtdiUerf in the original, (ignifylngto 
Uavg i aod for progreditur, there is no aiidiority* 

235. Bl^nv the flames of fwar»] There is an old tradi- 
tion, that Eros, Virgil's fecretaiv, ufed to fay, that as he . 
was reading the following hemiilich to his mafter, 

^re ciere njtros^ ' 
The poetihfbntly added in a kind of enthunafrn, 

, ,,. ^^^'^Mqrtemfit acctndtn caittu* 
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The forrowing troops the Sibyl's words obey^ 

And to the lofty foreft bend their way. 

To bid the proud funereal pyre arifc, 250' 

And build.the folemn ilru£lure to the fluies. 

Then fled the favage from his dark abode ; 

The welUply'd axes echo thro* the wood. 

The piercing wedges cleave the crackling oak^ 

Loud groan ^he trees and fink at every flroke. . 255 

The tall aih tumbles from the mountain's crown ; 

Th' aerial elms come craihing headlong down* 

Firft of the train, the prince, with thund'ring found, 

WhirPd his huge ax, and ^read the ruin round. 

Then as the mighty foceft he fu?veyM, 260 

O'ewhelm'd with care the thoughtful hero pray*d : 

Oh 1 in this ample grove could I behold 

The tree Aat blooms with vegetable gold ! 

iSince -tru^h in^ir'd each word the Sibyl faid ; 

Too ^nly file pronounc'd Mifenus dead ! 265 

While yet heTpoke, two doves before him flew : 

His mdther's birds the chief with tranfport knew ; 

Then, as they fettled on the verdant plain. 

The joyful hero pray'd, nor pray'd in vain : 

Be you my guides thro* airy tracks above« 270 

And lead my footfleps to the fatal grove ; 

a 56. ^e tall ajh»'] Tho deference bet w een the genius 
of Virgil and Stattus is very vifible on this occaiion. The lat. 
^er of whom minutely, and at length, deferibes the dif- 
ferent forts of tr«es that were cut down to make the funeral 
pile for Archemorus. White Virgi( obfervet his ufual and 
pregnant brevity, knowing he had not leifure to dwell on this 
fubje^l, merely for the fake of a florid defcription. "^is ob- 
fervable, thatTafTo has imitated Statius in this very particular, 
as much iuited to his wild imagiaation. 
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Point out the road (if any can be found,) 
Where the rich bough o'erfpreads the facred groond^' 
With chequerM datknefs pierc'd by golden rays. 
And darts at once a ihadaw and a blaze { 27 j 

Thou too, O goddefs mother ! lead me on. 
Unfold thefe wonders, and relieve thy fon. 
This faid, he ftop*d ; but ftill his eager fight 
Watch'd every motion, and obferv'd their flight. 
By turns they feed, by turns they gently fly ; 280 

Th' advancing chief ftill follows with his eye. 
Arriv'd at length, where, breathing to the ikies» 
Blue clouds of poifbn from Avernus rife. 
Swift from the deathful h\sL& at once they fpring, 
Cut the light air, and ihoot upon the wing ; 285 

Then on the wond'rous tree the doves alight. 
Where fhines the fatal bough divinely bright. 
That, gilding all the leaves with glancing beams. 
Strikes through the fullen fliade with golden gleams : 
As when bleak winter binds the frozen fkies^ 290 

Pufli'd from the oak her foreign honours rife j 
The lofty trunk th* adopted branches crown. 
Graced with a yellow oiFspring not her own : 
S« with bright beams, all beauteous to behold, 
Glow'd on the duiky tree the blooming gold ; 295 
The blooming gold, by every breath inclined, 
flam'd as it wav'd, and twinkled in the wind. 

293. /f yeUtnv cffjpritrp.] This was the raifleto j which 
produ^ion from very eai Ty ages was in many countries re- 
garded whh high religious veneration ^ particularly in our 
own country by cur famous anceftors, of whom we may fo 
Juftly boaft, the Druids. 

Vol. IU. H 
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The chief widi tnafyort ftripp'd the branching ofc> 
And the lich trophy to the Sibyl bore. 

Next on tlie iSrand, with tears the Trojans paid 300^ 
The laft £id honours to Mifenus' ihade : 
With cloven oaks and undnons pines, they rear 
A ftately folenn pile aloft in air. 
With fable wreaths they deck the iides around^ 
The fpreading front with baleful cyprefs bound, 
And with his arms the tow'ring ftrudlnre crown' 
iSome the huge canldron £11 ; the foaming Uttesm 
, From the deep womb mounts bubbling o'er the brim. 
With groans the train anoint and bathe the dead. 
O'er the cold limbs his purple garment fpread, 3 10 
And place him decent on the funeral bed ; 
While thefe fupport the; bier, and in their hands. 
With looks. averted, hold the flaming brands : 
The rite of old ! — rich incenfe loads the pyre. 
And oils md ilaughter'd vidims feed the fire. 315- 

Soon as the pile^ fubiidlngy flames no more. 
With wine the fmoaking heap they fprinkled o'er ; 
Then Chorlnaeus took the charge, to place 
The bones felefted in a brazen vafe : 
A verdant branch of olive in his hands, 32^ 

lie mov'd around, and purify'd the bands ; 

^\%, Wttb looks averted J\ It was the cuftom at th« Ro- 
man funerals, for the parents, or neareft relations of the 
dead, to fet fire to the funeral pile, and to turn away their 
heads, in fign of forrow and rcluftance. Chorinaus was the 
pontiff or fupreme juft piieft of thfe Trojan colony. He is 
again fpokcn of Book 12. 298. Virgil was To ; ood an anti- 
tjuaiy, that his dercriplions of ancient rites, whenever he it 
particular, as in the paOage before us, are highly valuable as 
authentic memorials. } 
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Slow as he paft, the luftral waters fhcd. 

Then clos'd the rites, and thrice invokM the dead>. 

This done ; to folemnize the wamor*8 doom. 
The pious hero rais'd a lofty tomb ; 3 25 

The tow'ring top his wdl-known enfigns bore, 
His arms, his once-lo«d trump, and tapering oar : 
Beneath the mountain rofe the mighty frame, 
That bears from age to age Mifenus* name. 

Thefe rites difcharg'd : the Sibyl to obey, 33^ 

^wift from the tomb the hero bends his way. 
Deep, deep, a cavern lies, devoid of light, 
All rough with rocks, and horrible to fight ; 
Its dreadful mouth is fenc'd with fable floods. 
And the brown horrors of furrounding woods, 335 
iFrom its black jaws fuch baleful vapours rife. 
Blot the bright day, and blaft the golden ikiesy 
That not a bird can ftretch her pinions there 
"Through the thick poifons and incumbcr'd air, 
3nt ftruck by death her flagging pinions ceafe ; 3410 
And hence Aornus was it call'd by Greece. 



323. Itnjok'd.'] This foJemn adieu was to report the word 
"fVaU, thrice J orclfethc wordilicei, 

339. ^at bears from age to age Mifenus^ name,'] This 
•mountain, which is fituated in the kingdom of Nap'es, is at 
this dayvcalled Monte Mifene, How muft a Roman (fays Ad- 
xlifon) have been pleafed, that was well acquainted with the 
x:apes and promontories, to fee the original of their names as 
<hey 0and derived from Mifenus, Palinurus, and Cajeta ? 
that could follow the poet*s motions, and attend bis hero in 
aU his marches from place to place ? ^ 

Difertation on ancient and modern Learning 

H 2 
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Hither the pneftefs four black heifers led. 

Between their horns the hallow^ wine fhe ihed ; 

From their high front the topmoft hairs ihe drew. 

And in the flames t^e firft oblations threw. 345 

Then calls on potent Hecate, renowned 

In heav'n above, and Erebus profound. 

The viflims next th' attendants kill'd, and Hood 

With ample chargers, to receive the blood. 

To earth and night a lamb of fable hue, 350 

With foleilin rites, the pious hero flew. 

^ext, by the knife a barren heifer fell 

To' great Perfephone the queen of hell. 

Then to her lord, infernal Jove, he paid 

A large oblation in the gloomy (hade $ 355 

And oils amid the burning entrails pour'd. 

While flaughter'd bulls the facred flames devoured. 

When lo ! by dawning day, with dreadful found. 

Beneath their footfleps groans the heaving ground ; 

The groves all wave ; the forefts tremble round, 360 

P^le Hecate forfook the nether flcy, 

A^d howling dogs proclaim'd the goddefs nigh. 

Fly, ye prpph^ane ! faj, far away, remove 

(Exclaims the Sybil) from the facred grove *. 

And thou, vEneas, draw thy fliinjng fteel, 365 

And boldly take the dreadful road to hell. 

To the great taflc thy ftreng^h and courage call. 

With all thy pow'rs ; this inftant ^claims them all. 

This faid ; ftie plunges down the deep defccnt; 

The prince as boldly followed where (be went, 570 
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- Yefubterraneotts gods ! whofe aweful {way 

The gliding ghofts and filent (hades obey ; 

O Chaos hoar ! and Phlegethon profound \ 

Whofe folenrn empire ilretches wide around ; 

Give me, ye great tremendous powers, to tell 375 

Of fcenes, and wonders rn the depths of hell ; 

Give me your mighty iecrets to difplay 

From thoie black realms of darknefs to the d^y . 

Now throvgh the di(mal gloom they pafs, and triearcf 
Cxim Pltfto's courts^ the re^onfr of the dead ; 3 80 
As puzzled €raveller$ bewildered Qiove, 
(The moon fcarce glimmering thro'.ths duflcy grove) 
When Jove from mortal eyes has fnatch'd the lights 
And wrapt the world in uitdiffingidih'd night* 

At hell's dread moudi a thoufand monfter» wait ; 3S5 
Grief fweeps, and Vengeance bdlows in the gate : 

371. Ye fubterranems gods,"] Thepoet*6 ftopping fuddenly 
in his nanation, and breaking out into this moil iblemn and 
majeftic addrefs to the fubterraneous deities, is a veiy ftriking 
circumftance : it raifes the reader** attention to a great de- 
gree ; it alarms one with a kind of religious dread and awe - 
fulnefs, and prepares the mind for the aftoni(hing fcenes that 
are to foiiow. 

385. At bell's great moutb a tboufand mbnfters nvaitf 
GrieJ sweeps ■ ] 

This groupe of allegorical perfonages is admirably painted, 
and judicioufly placed. Spenfer has introduced fome perfoni'* 
fied figures in the entrance to Mammon's cave, that are not 
to be met with in Virgil \ but I think are reprefented in a vei-y 
pi^lurefque manner : Fairy (^B. II. C. 7. S. ai* 

By that way's fide, there fat infernal Pain, 
And fail befide him fat tumultuou s Strife, 
. Thr one in hand an iron whip did (bain, 
.The other hrandiihed a bloody knife, 
JVnd both <iid gnafli their teeth, and both did^reatenlif«* 

H 3 After?. 
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Bafe Want, low Fear, and Famine's lawkfs rage. 

And pale DifeaTey and flow repining Age^ 

Fierce, formidable B^nds ! the portal keep ; 

With Pain, Toil, Death, and Death's half-brother Slccp^ 

There, Joys, embitter'd with remorfe appear ; 391 

Daughters of Guilt ! here florms deilrudive War. 

Mad Diicord there her fnaky treiles tore : 

Here, flretch'd on iron beds, the Paries roar. 

Full in the midil a fpreading elm difplay *d 55^5 

His aged arms, and call a mighty (hade. 

Each trembling leaf witli fome light vifioh te^ms^ 

And heaves impregnated with airy dreams* 



Afterwards- 



. But gnawing Jealonfy ent of their fights 

Sitting alope, his bitter lips did bite i 

And trembling Fear ftill to and fro did fly. 

And found no place where fafe he (brotid him might* 

A nd o^ er them (9A Horrour, with grim hue ' 

Did always foar, beating his iron wings ! &c. 

Thi<i laft image 1$ bold, but I think allowable, as it does not^ 
I believe, ti-anfgrefs aerainft any of tbofe fenfible rules which 
Mr. Spence has laid dovirn, for the forming allegorical 
peifonages with propriety, in the x 9th Dialogue of Poly- 

M£TIS.. 

N('t one of the many critics and commentators, who have 
written remarks on this fixth book of Virgil, take theleaft no- 
tice that Vii'gil leems to hare an eye on a fuie paflage of La- 
cretius } where that great poet dcfcribes ibme of thcle very al- 
legorical perfonages, which Virgil has introduced as ftanding^ 
before the gates of Death. 

Turfh en'tm fama, & gontemptvs,*^ acris ecestas, 

Sfmota ab dulci vita fabilique videniur 

Et quejijam Leihifortas cunQarior ante, B; III. 65. 

Since this was written I find Cauou baa taken notice of this 
paflage. 
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With double forms each Scylla took her place 

In heU's dark entrance, with the Centaar's race ; 409 

And, clofe by Lerna's hiffing monfter^ ftands 

Briareus dreadful with an hundred hands* 

There ftern Geryon rag'd ; and, all around. 

Fierce Harpies fcream'd, and direful Gorgons frownM : 

Here from Chimaera's jaws long flanies expire ; 405 

And the huge fiend was wrap'd in fmoak and fire. 

Scar'd at the fight, his Avord the hero drew 

At the grim monfters, as they rofe to .view. 

His guide then warn'd him, not towage the war 

With thin light forms, and images of air ; 4t# 

Elfe had he rufh'd amid th' impaflive train. 

And madly firuck at empty fhades in vain. 

From hence a dark uncomfortable road 
Leads to dread Acheron's Tartarean fiood» 

405. Here from Cbinuerets jcnvs,'\ Milton fceins to have 
eariied the defcription of the monfters in hell farther than any 
|>oet whatfoever. 



-where nature breeds 



Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious thingti 
Abominable, inuttei-ablo ; and worfe 
Than fables yet have fcigii'd or fear conceived, 
Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire. . 

Parad.Joil, B, i« 624. 

By leaving it to the imagination to conceive fomething more 
dreadful than woids can defcribe^ he gives the higheft idea uf 
the horror and direful nefs of the place. 

413. From hence a dark.] " In talking of the poetical hell 
of the old Romans, 1 know not how one can do better, than 
to follow exactly the account which is given us by the ht^ 
poet that the Romans ever had. Virgirs general chara£ler is 
exafbiefs j and he fcems to have fhewn it particularly on this 
occafion. His account of the fubterraneous world is muth the 
moft regular and the mofl compleat we meet within any of the 

ti 4 Greck^ 
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Whofc furioo* whirlpools boil on every fide, 4 1 5 

And in Cocytus pour the roaring tide 
All ftain'd with ooze, and black with rifing iands. 
Lord of the flood, imperioas Charon Hands ; 

Greek, as well ts Latin poets, that remain to us. Hence ft 
is» that Silius Italkus, (who ought perhaps to have more the 
authority of an hiflorian, than that of a poet,) fets Virgil*s ac- 
count of hell on a level with the principal luhfefl of his i£ne- 
id : and feems to iniinuate, that he laid out all the parts of it 
in as exa£i order, before he faw it } as he could have done, aT- 
• ter he was an inhabitant of thofe lower'regions. 

The whole imaeinary world beneath the fuiface of the earth, 
which we call heU, (tho' according to the ancients it was the 
receptacle of all departed perfons, of the good as well as the 
bad,} is divided , by Vlrgilj into ^ve parts : The firft may be 
called the previous region. The fecond is the region of wa- 
ters, or the river, which they were all to pafs. The thiid is 
what we may call, the' gloomy regiort t and'wbat the ancients 
called Erebus. The fourth is Tartarus, or the region of tor- 
ments : And the fifth, the regions of joy and blii's : or what 
we iiill call Ely Hum. 

. It may be worth while to enquire a little more particularly 
into the difpofition which Virgil has made of tite nether worlds 
into thefe five parts $ and what fort of perfonages or inhabi* 
tants, he afTigns to each of them. 

The firft part in it, (which I call the previous region, as be- 
ing only the fuburbs of the realms of Death, Virgil has flocked 
with two forts of beings. Firft, with thofe which make the 
real mifery of mankind upon earth ; fuch as war, difcord, la- 
bour, grief, cares, diftempers, and old age : Amd fecondly, 
with fancied terrors, and all the moft frightful creatures of 
our own imagination ; fuch as gorgons^ harpies, chimaera's, 
and the like. 

The next is the water, which all the departed were fuppofed 
to pafs, to enter into the other world. This was called Styx ; 
or, the hateful paflage. The imaginary perfonages of this dn* 
vifion are the fouls of the departed, who are either pafling 
over, or iueing for a paifage i and, die mafter of the veflel, 
who cairies them over, one freight after another, according 
to his will and pleafuKk 

Thi 



Book^. OF VIRGIL. 153 

But roughs begrim'dy an4 dreadful he appear'd ; 
Rude and negledled hung his length of beard ; 420- 
All patch'd and knotted flutters his attire ; 
His wrathful eyeballs glare with fanguine firer 



The third divifion begins immediately with'the bank on tht 
other ilde of the river j and was fuppofed ta extend a great 
way in. It is fubdivided again into feveral particular di- 
ftricls. The firiSr feems to be the receptacle for infants' ; or, 
the limhiu fftfantum. Then is the limbo> for all fuch as have 
been put. to death without a caufe. Next, is the, place for 
thofe who have put a period to their own lives : A mefancholy 
region y and fituated amidft the marftiesi made by the over- 
flowings of the hateful river> or paflage into the other world. 
After this, are the fields of mourning ; full of dark woods and 
groves, and inhabited by thofe who died for love. Lad of 
all, fpteads an open cbampain country, allotted for the fouls 
of departed warriors. The name of this whole divifion is 
• Erebus. 

The feveral diflrifls of this divifion feem to be difpofed all 
in a line, one after the other } but aftejr this, the great line or 
road divides into two : of wnich, the right-hand road leads* 
toElyfium, or the place of the bleft ; and the ld't>h«ndroad: 
toTaitarus, or theplaceof the tormented. 

The fourth genersil dlviHon of the fubt-erranewM world,' is- 
this Tartarus, or the place of torments. There was a ci ty in 
it, and a prince to prefide over it. Withinthis city was a vafl: 
deep pit, in which the tortures were fuppofed to be peiforraed. 
In this horrid part Virgil places two fortsof fouls -t-firft, fuch, 
as have ihewn their impiety and rebellion toward the go<isfr 
and iecondly, fuch, as have been vile or mischievous among 
men. Thofe, (as he himfelf fays of the latter, more paiticu- 
iarly,) who hated their brethren \ u^d their parents ill \ or 
cheated their dependants % , who made no ufe of their riches \ 
who committed incefl, or diftuibed the marriage-union of 
others: thofe who were rebellious- fu^bjei5i:s, orknavifh fer- 
vants) who were defpifers of juftice, and betrayer? of their' 
country } and who made and unmade laws, not for the good* 
of the public, but only to get' money to themfelves. All' 
jtbsicy and the defpifers of the gods, Virgil places in this moft 

H 5 ; ho£ri4^> 
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Tho' old, ftill animpair'd by years he dood. 
And hoary vigour Weft the furly god. 
Hlmfelf fiill ply'd the oars, the canvas fpresd, 425 
And in his fable bark conveyed the dead. 
Hither, a mighty crowd, a mingled hoU, 
ConfusM, came pouring round the Stygian coaft. 
Men, matrons, boys and virgins, in the throng. 
With mighty kings, and heroes march'd along ; 43^ 
And blooming youths before their moamfui iires 
Stretch'd out untimely on their funeral pyres ; 
Thick as the leaves come fluttering from above, 
"When cooler autumn ftrips the blailed grove : 

hornd divifion of his fubtenancous world ; and in the vaft 
abyfs, which was the moil terrible even of that divifion. 

The fifth diviiion is that of Elyduni, or the place of the 
bleft. Here Virgil places thofe who died for their country ; 
thoic of pure lives j truly inr§ired poets j the inventors of 
arts ; and all wlio have done good to mankind, ^e does not 
fpeak of any particular diitri^ts for thefe 5 but fuppofe?, that 
they haye the liberty of going where they plea(e in that de* 
ligntful region, and converting with whom they pleafed. He 
only mentions one vale, toward the end of if, as appropriated 
to any particular life : This is the vale of Lethe, or forgetfuU 
nefs { where many of the ancient philofophers, and the Plato- 
nifts in particular, fuppofed the fowls which had pafTed thro" 
fomc periods of their trial, were immerfed in the river whichr 
gives its name to it ; in order to be put into new bodies, and 
to fiil up the whole courie of their probation in our upper 
world. 

In each of thefe three divifions on the other fide of the river 
Styx, (which perhaps were comprchfnided under the name of 
Ades, as all the five might be under the name of Orcus,} wa» 
a prince, or judge : Minos, for the regions of Erebas; Rha* 
damanthu% for Tartarus; and /Bacus, for Elyiiiim. Pluto 
lind Proferpine had their palace at the entrance of the road to 
the Elyfian fields ^ and prefided, as fbvereign*, over the wh<^ 
^bterraaeous world.*^ ^OlYMiLTls, Pialogue i6« 
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Thick, as the feather^i flocks, in doTe arra^, 455 

O'er the wide iiekls of ocean wing theif way. 

When from the rage of winter they repidr 

To warmer funs, and move indulgent air. 

All ftretch their fuppliant hands, and all implore 

The firft kind parage to the farthtf ihore. 44a 

Now thefe, now thofe, he kngUs from the hoU, 

And fome he drives all trembling from the coaft. 

The prince ailonifh'd at the tumult, cry'd. 

Why crbwd fuch mighty aumbers to. the tide ? 

Why are thofe favoured ghofts tranfported o'er f 445 

And thefe fad fiiades chas'd backward from the (hore I 

The full of days, the Sybil thus replies ; 

Great prince, the true defcendaat of the Ikies ! 

You fee Cocytus* ftream ; the Stygian floods,' 

Whole aweful fan£lk>n binds th' atteftbig gods. 4^e 

Thofe, who negleded on the (Irand remain,. 

Are all a wretched, poor, nnbury'd train, 

Charon is he, who o'er the Rood preitdes ; 

And thofe interred, who crofs die Stygian tides^ 

No mortals pafs the hoarfe-refounding wave, 455 

But thofe who flumber in the peaceful grave. 

Thus, till 1 hundred years have roU'd away, 

Around thefe fborcs the plaintive fpcdlres ilray. 



435. Thick, m the feathered fi9ch.'\ ScsUiger obferves that 
this compariibn is drawn from Homer, where the Cranes arc 
reprefented Eying from the Jndcn>encies of the winter, and 
going to attack the Pigmies ; which lafl circtimlhmoe (omit- 
ed by Virgil) highly provokes the indignation of that irritable 
Critic, omijfa [a Virgilio] Fabultl Pjgmttomm qu^e faKH' 
Grccula ffi, F<ku3iY, c. 3,— — ^ 
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That mighty term expired, their wanderings paft. 
They reach the long expe Aed fhore at lail. 460 

Struck with their fate, his fteps the hero ftay'd. 
And with foft pity all the crowd furvey'd. 
When lo ! Leucafpis in the throng he fpy'd ; 
And great Orontes, oftce the Lycian guide ; 
Sullen and fad ; for fate's relentlefs doom 465 

Deny'd the chiefs the honour of a tomb ; 
Whofe galley, whirPd by tempefts round and round. 
Sunk, by a mighty furge devour'd and drown'd* 
Now drew his pilot Palinurus nigh. 
Who watching every ftar that gilds the (ky, 470 

While from the Libyan (hores his courfe he keeps, 
Txpm the tall ftern plung'd headlong down the deeps. 
Pcnfive his flow approach the fpeto 
When, as the prince had fcarce his 
Thro' the thick gloom, he firft addrefs' 
What godhead whelm'd my friend, our faithful guide. 
Beneath the roarings of the dreadful tide ? 
. Tell me — for oh ! I never coi^ld complain. 
Till now, of Phoebus, nor believ'd in vain. 
Once he foretold— (but ah I thpfe hopes are loft) 480 
That Palinure ihould reach th' Aufonian coail, 

4.61. Struck ivitk their fate,'\ According to the tendemefs 
and humanity with which the hero is always painted. 

" 469. His pilot, "] This interview with Palinurus is not only 
very affef^ing in itfelf, but is of ufe to make us acquainted 
with his fortune, after he was loft in the fifth book. The 
pilot of fuch an expedition is a chara6ler of confequence. In 

M famous pi6lure of the Trojan war, by Polygnotus, defcribed 

%y Paufanias, chap, 25. Phrontis the pilot of Menelavs is 
introduced as a perfon of much importance^ and made one of 

the principal figures. 

Z 



Long down tne oeeps. 
^efb-e made, J 

lis form furvey'd V 
Irefs'd thefhade: 475 J 
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Safe fmm the giddy ftonn and rolling flood ; 
l8 this, is this the promife of a god ? 

Nor Pho^buSy he replies, foretold in vain. 
Nor has a god o'erwhelm'd me in the main. 485 

No--as I fteer'd along the foamy fea, 
Headlong J fell, and tore the helm away, 
fiut by thofe fierce tumoltaoas floods I fwear. 
For my oWn life I never felt a fear. 
For your's alone I trembled, left the (hip, 490 

Left all at large and bounding o'er the deep, 
Rob'd of her helm and long-experienc'd guide. 
Should iink, o'erwhelm'd in fuch a furious tide. 
For three long ftormy nights fublime I rode, 
Heav'd by the fouihem tempefts o'er the flood ; 495 
At early dawn my eyes could juft explore. 
From a tall tow'ring furge, th* Italian fliore. 
I'hus tir'd, the land I gain by flow degrees. 
And, 'fcap'd at length the dangers of the feas ; 
. But hopes of prey the favage natives led, 500 

And^ while I grafp'd the fliaggy mountaki's head,. 
(My cumb'rotts veflrs yet heavy from the maks,) 
By barbarous hands thy helplefs friend was floiiir 
And now by floating furges am I toft, 
W)th every wind, and dafli'd vpon the coaft- 505 

But by the light of yon' etherial air. 
By thy dead &ther, and furviving heir, 
O prince t thy pity to a wretch extend ; 
And from thefe diiinal realms enlarge thy friend; 
Or to the Vcline port direft thy way, 5 lO 

And in the ground jsy brcadilrf» body lay ; 
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Or« if thy goddefs-mother-can diiclofe 

Some means to &x a period to my woes, 

(For fure ancali*d> unguided by the gods, 

You durfl not pafs theie dreadful Stygian floods) 5 1 5 

Lend to a pining wretch thy friendly hand. 

And waft him with thee to the farther ftrand I 

Thus, in this difmal ftate of death at leaft 

My wand'ring foul may lie compos'd in reft. 

And how, reply'd the dame, could rife in man 520 
A wifh fo impious ; or a tliought fo vain ! 
UncalPd, unburyM, wouldfl thou venture o'er. 
And view th' infernal fiends who guard the (hore f 
Hope not to turn die courfe of fete by pray*r. 
Or bend the gods inflexibly fcvere : 5 25 

But bear thy doom content ; while I difclofe 
A beam of comfort to relieve thy woes ; 
For know, the nations bord'ring on the floodsj^ 
Alarm'd by direful omens of the gods. 
In full atonement of thy death (hall rear 5^9 

A mighty tomb, and annual (^erings bear. 
The place, from age to age renowned by feme. 
Still fliall be known by Psdinurus' name. 
Thefe words reliev'd his forrows, and dxfplay'd 
A niawn of joy to pkaie die peniive ibade. 5 55 

Now they proceed ; but (bon the pilot fpy'd 
The ftrangers £rom the wood approach the tide» 
Then to the godlike chief, in wrath he faxd. 
Mortal ! who'er thou art, in arms arrayed* 
StiEmd off; approach not; but at di&ance byr 54» 
Why to thefe waters dai^4 thou bcod thgr wny* i 
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Thefe are the realms of Sleep, the dreadful coafts 

Of fable Night, and airy gliding ghofts. 

No living mortals o'er the ftream^I lead ; 

Our bark is only iacred to the dead. 54^ 

Know, I repent I led Pirithoiis o'er. 

With mighty Thefeus, to the farther ihore ; 

The great Akides paft the Stygian floods ; 

Tho* thefe were heroes, and the fons of gods. 

From Pluto's throne, this drag'd in chains away 556 

Hell's triple porter, trembling, to the day. 

Thofe from his lofty dome afpir'd to lead 

The beauteous partner of his royal bed. 

To whom the iacred dame— how vain thy fear f 

Theie arms intend no violence of war. ^jr 

May the huge dog thro' all the Stygian coafts. 

Roar from his den, and fcare the flying ghofts ; 

Untouch'd and chafte, Periephone may dwells 

And with grim Pluto ihare the throne of hell : 

The Trojan prince, iEneas, far around |$^ 

For valour, arms^ and piety renqwn'd. 

Thro' thefe infernal realms decrees to go^ 

And meet his father in the fhades below. 

To bend thy mind, if fuch high virtue fail", 

At leaft this glorious prefent mvdt prevail ; ^t^ 

(Then fhow'd the bough, that lay beneath h« yell.) 

At once his rifing wrath was hufh'd to reH ; 

547. Great Alcuies,} The old author under the name ^ 
Orpheus, mentions a very poetical circumftance ; that Charoa 
was fo ftruck and aftonifhVl at the'majeftici^ppcarance of Uer« 
culet, that he received him at oum mt9 m boat mUnmtitt* 
fiftaacA. 
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At once ftood recondl'd the ruthlefs god^ 

And bow'd with reverence to die golden rod ; 

Bow'd, and i:efas'd his office now no more, 570 

Bat turns the fable veiTel to the ihore ; 

Drives from the deck the flitting airy train ; 

Then in the bark receiv'd the mighty man. 

The feeble veiTel groans beneath the load» 

And drinks at many a leak th' infernal flood. 575 

The dame and prince at laft are wafted o*er 

Safe to the ilimy flrand and oozy fhore. 

Arrived, they firft grim Cerberus furvey }., 
Stretched in his den th' enormous moafter lay. 
His thtcc wide mouths, with many a dreadful yell, 58b 
And long, loud bellowings, ihook the realms of hell : 
Now o'er his neck the ftarting ierpents rofe. 
When to the fiend the dame a morfel throws. 
Honey, ^id drugs, and poppy juices fteep . 
The tempered mafs with all the pow'rs of fleep. 5 ^5 
With three huge gaping mouths, impatient flies 
The growling favage, and devours the prize ; 
Then, by thecharm fubdu'd, he funk away ; r.iar. 
And ftretch'd all o^er the cave, the flumb'ring monfler 
The fiend thus lulPd, the hero took the road,. 590 
And left behind th* irremeable flood. 
Now, as they enter*d, d<^efttl fcreams they hear v* 
And tender cries of infants pierce the ear. 
Jufl new to life, by too fevere a doom, 
Snatch'd from the cradle to the £lent tomb ! 595 

594. Cries 9f htfantsJ] For the reafon why infants weie 
^Wced by the poet, at the entrance of this infernal region, fee 
Warburton*8 I^iflertation, at alfo for all the other 
thatt follow in this bookf 
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Next, mighty numbers crowd the verge of hell. 
Who, by a partial charge and fentence fell. ^ 

Here, by a j after lot, their feats they took; 
. The fatal urn imperious Minos ihook. 
Convenes a council, bids the fpedres plead, 600 

Rehears the wretches, and abiblves the dead. 
Then crowds fucceed, who, prodigal of breath, 
Themfelves anticipate the doom of death ; 
Tho' free from guilt, they caft their lives away. 
And fad and fullen hate the golden day. 605 

Oh ! with what joy the wretches now would bear 
Pain, toil and woe, to breathe the vital air ! 
Jn vain !— by fate for ever are they bound 
With dire Avemus, and the lake profound ! 
And Styx with nine wide channels roars around. 610 

Next open wide the melacholy plains. 
Where lovers pine in everlafting pains ; 
Thofe ibft confuming flames they felt alive, 
Purfue the wretches, and in death furvive. 
Here, where the myrtle groves their jQiades diiplay, 615 
In covered walks they pafs their hours away, 
Evadne, Phaedra, Procris he furvey'd, 
Paflphae next, and Laodamia's fhade. 

606. Oh t ijutitb ivhat joy !] Plato's opinion of fuicide is 

well, known: who compares the felfxRwrderer to a folclier 

^ who deferts his poft, without an order from his general. Some 

' commentators imagine, that Virgil inferts this ftrifture on the 

crime of fuicide, in order to leffen the glory of Cato, the 

great and illuftrious enemy of the Caefars. 

617. Enjodne^ PbadraJ] The fliort liiftory of thefe unfor- 
tunate ladies, is as follows : Phaedra, the wife of ^ Thefeus, 
being in love with her fon- in-law Hypolitus, and he continuing 
infle3(ib)y dCfkftoherinceftuQUspainoni ihc firft accufes him 

vBXong- 
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Stabb'd by her fon, falfc Eriphyle there 

Points to her wound, and lays her bofom bare : 62» 

Coeneosy who try*d both fexes, trod the plain. 

Now to a woman chang'd by fate again. 

With thefe, fair Dido rang'd the filent wood, - 

New from her wound, her boibm bath'd in blood ^ 

wrongfully to his father of attempting her virtue, and then 
murders herfelf out of remorfe ; the fine tragedies of Euri- 
pides, Racine, and Smith, on this fub)e6l, are well known. 
I cannot help obferving, that the hiftory is faliify'd, and the^ 
moft pathetic part of the fable deftroyed in the laft of thefe 
plays, from an ill-grounded notion of poetical juftice. Evadne, 
the wife of Capaneus, fo defperately loved her hufband, that 
ihe caft herfelf on the funeral pyre when his body was burning. 
Procri^, the wife of Cephalus, was extremely jealous of her 
huiband : in hopes of furprrzing him, (he concealed herfelf in 
a thicket, where fhe imagined he methts mifhefs: Cephalus 
hearing her more, and imagining it to be a wild bead, bent 
his bow, and fhot her dead. Erypbile, the wife of Amphiaraus^ 
difcovered to Adraihis the place where her hu(band had con- 
cealed himfelf, to avoid going to the Theban wai*. Amphia- 
raus periihing before ThebeS) Alcmeon his fon revenged his 
death, by ilaughtering his mother. Paiiphae was faid to be 
the daughter of the fun, and wife to Minos king of Crete; 
Ihe fell defperately in love with a bull. C«nis the daughter of 
£)latus, a Lapithan, obtained of her lover Neptune as a rr- 
ward. of her proftitution, that fhe might be transformed into a 
roan, and rendered invulnerable : But the gods being offend- 
ed at hirr pride and cruehy, (he was defboyed in the war with 
the Lapithae, and made a woman again after her death, that 
for her impieties (he might be deprived of both the favours 
which Neptune had granted to her, Laodamia was fa fond of 
her hudjand Protefilaus, thai after he was killed before the walls 
of Thtbes, (he begged of the gods (he might fee his ghoft j 
which beir.g gi anted, fh? peiimed in his embraces. *Tis ob- 
fei-vable, that the poet fays, the place allotted for the band of 
lovers, was very fpacious and extenfive j by which he fignifies, 
fay fome critics, the frequency as well as danger of this univer- 
{kl pafHon. I am obliged to declare, that I think our pcet's 
tifuai judgment fails him in this paffage, where he has fo unac- 
countably placed the innocent and guilty together^ Pafiphaii 
with Procris &c. 
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The chief, advancing thro* the fhady (bene,, 625 

Scarce thro' the gloom difcem'd the Allien queen : 

So the pale moon fcarce glimmers to the eye^ 

When firil ihe rifes in a clouded fky. 

He wept, and thus addreil her in the grove. 

With all the melting tendemefs of love : 6$^ 

Then was it true, that by revengeful fteel. 
Stung with defpair, unhappy Dido fell ? 
And I, was I the caufe of that defpair ? 
Yet oh ! I vow by every golden ftar ; 
By all the powers th' ethcrial regions know, 635 

By all the pow'rs that rule the world below, 
I left your realm rclu£lant ; o'er the floods 
Caird by the fates, and fummon*d by the god« ; 
Th* immortal gods ; — by whofe commands I come 
From yon' bright realms to this eternal gloom : 64^ 
Condemn'd the wafleful deep of night to tread^ 
And pafs theie doleful regions of the dead. 
Ah ! could I think, when urg'd by heav'n to go. 
My flight would plunge you in the depth of woe ! 
Stay, Dido, flay, and fee from whom you fly f 645 
*Tis from your fond repentant lover's eye. 
Turn then one moment, and my vows believe. 
The lafl, lafl moment fata will ever give ! 

Nought to thefe tender words the fair replies^ 
But fixt on earth her unrelenting eyes, 650 

The chief flill weeping : with a fallen mien. 
In fledfaft fllence,, frown'd th' obdurate qu een, 

65». In ftedfaft fiUnce^ frtyvjfCd th" obdurate queen. '\ Tis 
well known, that this filencc of Ditlo is copied from that of 

Ajax, 
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Fixt as a rock amidft the roaring main^ 
She hears him figh, implore, and plead in vain. 
Then, where the woods th^ir thickeft (hades difplay,.655 
From his detefied fight ihe ihoots away ; 



Ajax, in the thirteeilth book •f the Odyffey ; whkh is t\oh\f 
imagined, and cannot be enough admired. Longinus* in his . 
ninth fe£lion, produces it as one of the ftrongcft examples of 
the true fublimc : His excellent tranflator obferves, thatDido'^ 
in Virgil, behaves with the fame greatnefs and majefty, as 
Homer^s Ajax. He dlfdains the converfation of the m^n', 
who, to his thinking, had injurioufly defrauded him of the 
arms of Achilles } and (he (corns to hold conference wiiiv 
him, who, in her own opinion, hadf bafely forfbok her $ and, 
by her iilent retreat, ihews her refentment, and reprimand's 
i£neas more than (he could have done in a thoufand words. 
The pathetic as well as the grand, is expre(red as (brongly by 
filence, or a bare word, as in a number of periods, Smith^t 
notes on Longinus. I cannot forbear adding a moft beauti** 
ful paifa^e on this fubjeA^ from the fecond book of Quintili- 
»D*8 Inftitutes, Chap. 13. 

S^id ? nonne m oratione optrundafunt quadam. Jive ofisn* 
di non detent f fiue exprtmi pro dignttate nonpojunt ? ut fecit 
TimantbeSf & opinOTj Citbnkis, in ed tabula qua Cohtem Teium 
nficit. Nam cumin Ipbigenia immolatione pinxijfet tr^em Ced^ 
fbantentt triJUoremUlyJemy addidtffet Menelao^ quern fummum 
poterat ats efficere^ mcerwetn : confumtis affe&mu^ mn repe" 
new qu$ dign* modo patrit vultum pojfet exppmere^ i/eUn/ii 
^w" caput 9 & fuo cuique animo dedit aftimandum , . Nonne buic _ 
^mile ejl illud 6aliufiianum? nam de Cartbagine tacerefatiut 
' putOf quam parum dicere* 

A late judicious writer is lingular in his opinion of this ce- 
lebrated filence, whofe words are worth the confideration of 
the reader. 

♦* The warmeft admirers of the great Mantuan poet, can 
extol him for little more than the (kill with- which he has, by 
making his hero both a traveller and a warrior, united the 
beauties of the Iliad and OdylTey in one compofition .: yet hU 
judgment was perhaps fometimes ovciix)rnc by his avarice oiF 
the Homeric'treafures i and for feai' of (uifering a fparkling 
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There from her dear Sichaeas in the grove, 
Found all her cares repaid, and love returned for love. 
Touch'd with her woes, the prince with dreaming eyes 
And floods of tears, purfues her as ihe flies. 660 

Hence he proceeds ; and lail the fields appear. 
Where ilalk'd the proud heroic ions of war. 

ornament to be loft, he has inferted it where it cannot fliine 
with its original fplendor* 

When Uiynes vifited the infernal regions, he founds that 
among the heroes thatperiihed at Troy, his competitor Ajax, 
who, when the arms of Achilles were adjudged to Ulyfles, 
died by h>s own hand in the madnefs of difappointment. He 
l)ill appeared to refent, zs on earth, his lofs and difgracc. 
UlyiTes endeavoured to pacify him with praifes and fubmif- 
^011 J bnt Ajax walked away without reply. This paflTage 
has always been coniide^ed as eminently beautiful ; becaufe 
Ajax, the haughty chief, the unlett,er*d (bldier, of nnftiaken 
courage, of immoveable conftancy, but without the power of 
recommending his own virtues by eloquence, or inforcing hit 
aflfertions by anyoth«r arguments than the fword, had no way 
of making nis anger known, but by gloomy fullennefs and 
dumb ferocity. His hatred of a man whom he conceived to 
have defeated him only by volubility of tongue, was therefore 
naturally (hewn by filence more contemptuous and piercing, 
than any words that fo rude an orator could have found, and 
by which he gave his enemy no opportunity of exerting the 
oply power hi which he was (uperior. 

When i^neas is lent by Virgil to viiit the (hades, he meeta 
with Dido the queen of Carthage, whom his perfidy had hur- 
ried to the grave : he accofts her with tendernefs, and exv 
cnfesj biit the lady turns away, like Ajax in mute difdain. 
She turns away like Ajax— but ihe relembles him in. none of 
thofe qualitijts which misht give either dignity or propriety to 
filence. She might, wiSiout any departure from the tenor of 
her condu^, have burft out, like other injured women, into 
clamour, reproach^ and denunciation. But Virgil had his 
imagination full of AjaiT, and therefore could not prevail on 
bimfelf to teach Didp any other mode of refentment/"* Th^ 
Rambler, N® 11 1. 
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Tydeus «nd pale AdraHus rofe to fight, 

'With * Atalanta's fon renown'd in fight. 

Here, a long crowd of clnefs the prince beheld, 6^5 

Who fell lamented in the glorious field. 

His Trojan friends ;— with fighs he view'd the train ; 

Three valiant ions of fage Antenor flain : 

Here brave Therfilocus and Glancus ftood, 

Medon and Polycetes bath'd in blood. ~ 670 

Idseas there ftill glories in alarms. 

Vaults on his car, and wields his Ihining arms* 

Eager to view the chief, on eithef hand. 

Rank behind rank, the eager warriors ftaad : 

All in their turn retard the prince, to know $75 

What urg'd his jouroiey to the ihadet below. 

24ot fo the kings of Greece— appaHM, difmay'd. 

The hoftile chiefs the godlike nian furvey'd 

in arms that glitter'd thro' the dufky ihade. 



6(55. 7ydeus and pale Adraftus,"] Mnt^t now meets the an- 
cient heroes, who had been celebrated in the Theban war. 
Tydeus the Ton of i^neas was (lain in that war by Menalip- 
pus. He was the father of Dtomed, fu celebrated in the Iliad. 
Paithenopaeus, the fon of Atalanta and Meleager, and 
king of the Arcadians, perilhed likewife at Thebes. Adra- 
ftus was king of Sicyon, and aftcrwai"ds Argos, who lofing 
great part of his army before Thebes, fled and returned home. 
Tis on account of this flight that Virgil gives him the ephhet 
of PaUentis* The names of Agenor's ions were Polybus, 
Agenor, and Achamas, according to Pomponius Sabinus \ 
cr Archilochus, Acamas and Helicon, according to other" 
writers. -»Idaeus was Priam's charioteer. Tis Plato's doc- 
trine, that the foul retains its principal inclinations and af- 
foftions after death. 

677. Not Jb the ki»gs tf Greice^-^^/falN*'} This ciraim- 

ftance 

• Paithenopaeus. 
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Some tarn*d and fled, aftoniih'd at tke view, 680 

As when before him to their fleets they flew. 

Some raised a cry ; the flutt'ring accents hang. 

And dy'd imperfedt on the trembling tongue. 

Here Priam's fon> Deiphobns, he found ; 

The mangled youth was one cohtinu'd wound. 68 c 

For now his faoe» his beauteous face appears 

<jrafli'd» and diihonour'd with a thoufand fears* 

His hands, ears, noftrils, hideous to furvey I 

The flern iafulctng foes had lopp'd away ; 

Trembling he flood, indufbious to conceal 690 

The bloody traces of the ruthlefs fteeL 

Soon as the prince difcern'd him, he began, <« 

And thus deplor'd the miferable man : 

O brave Ddfphobus ! O chief divine i 

Sprung from majeftic Teucer's martial line : 695 

What fierce barbarian hands could thus difgrace 

Thy manly figure, and thy beauteous face ? 



Hance is veiy finelyimagine^, anf( does the hero the greateft 
honour. For as the dead retain their old habits, their flying 
from the (ight of ^neas, was a iign they had often done the 
fame in life, during the fiege of Troy. Trapp obiei'ves, that 
*fJlyfl*es does not fright the Trojan ghoftsin the nth Odyffey, 
Indeed no author, either l>eroi'e or fince Virgil, h comparable 
to hiradn his jiidicious choice of particular circumftances, and 
liis ikill in .making them various, new, and natural. 
i686-. For new hfS face, bij beauteous face appears , 

Gajh'd and difitonour*d loitb a thoufand fcar.t ] 

This mangled phantom is drawn according to the philorqf)hy 
•of Plato : who teaches in his Gorgias, that the dead not only 
retain all the paflions of the foul, bat dl the marks and ble- 
niifhes of the body. lidLTiyiAi Wf eiTiC 99, luu iX^f$ 
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In that laft night, when Ilion funk in flame, 

I heard, brave warrior ! from the voice of fame. 

You fell on heaps of foes, with flaughter tir'd, 700 

And on the glorious purple pile expired. 

With care I rais'd oA our Rhoetean coafl 

A vacant tomb, and hail'd thy mighty ghoft : 

Thy name and arms adorn the place around ; 

And, had thy mangled bleeding corfe been found, 705 

Thy relicks had reposM in Trojan ground. 

.My friend (replies the chief) has duly paid. 
All funeral honours to my penfive ftiade ; 
But thefe dire woes from fatal Helen came ; 
Thefe are the triumphs of the Spartan dame ! 710 
For well, too well you know, in what delight 
We fbndly fpent our laft deftruftive night : 
When the Vaft monfter big with Ilion's doom, 
Tower'd thro* the town, an army in its womb ; 
In folemn fhow fhe bade the dames advance, . 715 
And in diflembled orgies led the dance ; 
A flaming torch ihe brandifh'd in her hand j 
Then from the tow'r invites the Grecian band, 
While, worn with labours I repos*d my head 
(Ah wretch ill-fated !} on our bridal bed. 720 

My heavy lids^ the dews of (lumber deep, 
liuH'd in a foft, profound, and death-like fleep. 
Then from beneath <ny head, as tir'd I lay. 
My loyal bride conveys my fword away, 
Removes my arms, unfolds the door, and calk 725 
Her Spartan lord within my palace walls ; 
Betrays her laft, to pleafe her former fpoufei 
And cancel all the guilt of broken vows i 
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Ificrcc they broke in, by dire Ulyflcs led, 

-And baiely flew me in the bridal bed. 730 

•Hear my juft prayVs, ye gods !-*ito Greece repay 

A fate like mine,; give^dl yoor vengeance way I 

But thee, prince, w!iat wond'rons fortune kd 

Alive, to thefe dominions of the dead ? 

Say, did the wiH and connfel of the god«, 735 

■Or the rude tempers and tumultuous floods. 

Compel thy courfe from yon* ethcrial light. 

To thcfe dark realms of everlafting night ? 

Mean time the fwift-wing'd. couriers of the fun 
Thro' heaven full half their fiery race had run ; 740 
And all th* appointed hours in^k had paH, 
But thus the prieftefswarnM^the chidf at laH : 
Lo I night advances, .prince J— we wafte away 
In idle forrows the remains of dayt 
See— in two ample roads, the way divides ; ^7^ 2 

The right, direft, our deftinM journey guides. 
By Pluto's palace, to th' Elyfian plains ; 
The left to Tartarus, wheie, bound in chains, 
Loud howl the damn'd in everlafting pains. 
Difmiff thy wxath, Tcplies the penfive ihadc. 
But one word more— I then rejoin the dead : 
Go— miglity prince, the promised throne afccnd ; 
Go— but with better fortune than thy friend I 
With thefe laft accents, to the warrior hoft 
Retires the trembUng, melancholy ghoft. ,,- 

fr Now to the left, iEneas darts his eyes. 

Where Jofty walls with triple ramparts rife. 
J56. N^ to tbe'lefl^ Foran cxa6l and mkatc explanation 
Vol.. Ill, I ^ 
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There rolls fwift Phlcgcthon, with thundering found. 

His broken rock?, and whirls his furges round, 

On mighty columns rais'd fublime are hung 760 

The mafly gates, impenetrably ilrong# 

In vain would men, in vain would gods eflay. 

To hew the beams of adamant away. 

Here rofe an iron tow'r : before the gate, 

By night and day, a wakeful fury fate, 765 

of all the parts and regions of hell and this lower world, look 
back to note at ver. 41 3. of this book. 

758, ^ere rolls fwift PJjlegetkon.'] I cannot forbear quoting 
Milton^s noble defcription of the rivers of hell : 
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate ; 
Sad Acheron, of forrow ; black and deep ! 
Cocytus, nara'd of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueful dream : fierce Phlegeton, 
Whofe waves oftorrcntfirein6ame with rage.P.L.2,B. 577. 
In how many inilances has our countryman equalled, if not 
•xcelled, the Greek and Roman clalTics ! 

760, On mighty columns rais^dJ] In the following de- 
fcription Milton feems at leaft to have equalled the Latin poet, 
fublime as he is : 

■ ■ At laft appear 

Hell bounds, high reaching to the horrid roof, 
And thrice threefold the gates j threefold were brafsj 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock, 
' Impenetrable, impa^dw^ith circling fire. 

Yet unconfum'dt ' ■ 

Ibid. Book £• 643. 
764. Before the gate , 

By night and day, a njoahefulfuryfate^ 

' The pali fifiphone'^—^- • ] 

Milton feems to have had this pafTage in his eye, in his de- 
fcription of Sin and Death, as the porters of heii-— — 

Before the gates there fate 

On either (ide a formidablefhape; 

The one feem'd woman to'the waift, and fair ; 

But ended foul in many a fcaly fold. 
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' The pale Tifiphone ; a robe ihc wore. 
With all the pomp of horror, dy'd in gore. 
Here the loud fcourge and louder voice of pain. 
The crafhing fetter, and the rattling chain. 
Strike the great hero with the frightful found, j»j(^ 

The hoarfe, rough, mingled din, that thunders round : 
Oh i whence that peal of groans ? what pains are thofe ? 
What crimes could merit fuch ftupendous woes ? 
Thus ihe — Brave guardian of theTrojan ftate. 
None that are pure muft pafs that dreadful gate, 77 r 
When placM by Hecat o'er Avernus* woods, 
I learnt the fecrets of thofe dire abodes. 
With all the tortures of the vengeful gods. 

Voluminous and vaft 5 a ferpent arm*d 
With mortal fting ———Sec. ■ . 

■ ' The other fhape 

(If fliapc it might be called that ftiape had none, &c.) 

Black it ftood as night. 
Fierce as ten furies, terrible as hell, % . 

And (hook a dreadful dart : what feem'd his head. 
The likenefs of a kingly crown had on. 

Ibid. Book a. 650. 
. 768. Here the loud fcourge and louder ^ &c.] There is ^omt^ 
thing ftrangely terrifying to the imagination in ^neas's arid 
the Sibyl's Handing before the adamantine gates, and liftenine 
tothe clank of chains, and the noife of iron whips, that were 
h*ard in thofe regions of pain and forrow. Milton, whofe ima- 
gination was equal to that of any one of the ancients, has taken 
this hint and nobly improved it. Raphael tells Adam, that 
he was fent on the day of creation to fee that none of Satan*« 
crew efcaped from hell, as a fpy, &c. and adds, 

-— Fail we found, faft ftiut 

The difnial gates, and barricadoM ftrong ; 
But long c er our approaching heard within 
Noife, other than the found of dance or fong. 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 

Parad. Loft, Book 8. vcr. 240, 

I a 
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Here Rhadamanthus holds his aweful reign. 

Hears and condemns the trembling impious trun. 780 

Thofe hidden crimes the wretch till death fuppreft. 

With mingled joy and horror in his breait. 

The ftem dread judge commands l^m to difplay ; 

And lays the guilty fecrets bare to day. 

Her laih Tiiiphone that moment (hakes ; jSf 

The ghoft the fcowrges with a thoufand fnakes ; 

Then to her aid^ wiSi many a thund'nxtg yell, 

Calls her dire fillers from the gnlphs of hell. 

Now the loud portals from their hinges flew, 

And all the dreadful fcehe appears in view. 790 

Behold without what direful monfter waits 

(Tremendous form !) to guard the gloomy gates ! 

Within, her bulk more dreadful hydra (preads. 

And hifling rears her fifty tow'ring heads. 



779. HiTi Kbadamantbuu] Rhadamanthus was of Crete, 
the brother of the moft celebinted Minos the Cretan lawgiver, 
and the Ton of Jupiter and Europa. Minot n laid to have fli-ft 
delivered tlie fyftem of the Cretan laws; and Rhadamanthus's 
bufinefs was to put them into execution. This Plutarch re- 
lates, in the life of Thefcus. Aacus was likewife the ibn of 
Jupiter. Thefc three celebrated perfbnages, viz. Minos, 
KhadannanthuSy and i£acus,are ufually placed by the poets, as 
judges in'the infernal regions, on account of the fti'i^nefs and 
leverity of judgment they exercifed during their lives. Virgil 
makes no mention of i£acui> 

78a. Nffw the loudfcrtals,] The Sybil is ftill proceeding t« 
difcribewhat^^ herJelfh^A Teen $ the ea^tes are not opened for 
^neas to look into this place of >puni£ment, which no mortsd 
was permitted to do. The Sybil*s fpeech does not end till 
veife 875. 

793. More dreadful bjdraJ] Fiercer than the common 
hydra, the bellua Lerna, which he places without, primis m 
J'aucitus orci, 2^7 and 273. anteh. in the origina'* 
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Fall twice as deep die dungeon of the fiends, 795 

The huge, Tartarean, gloomy gulph defcends 
Below thefe regions, a^ thefe regions lie 
Fvom the bright realms of yon' etherial fky. 
Here roar the Titan race, th' enormous birth ; 
The ancient offspring of the teeming earth. 8oe 

PiercM by the burning bolts, of old they fell. 
And ftill roll bellowing in the depths of hell. 
Heie lie th' Aleian twins, in length difplay 'd ; 
Stretch'd as they lie, the giants I fnrvey'd,: 
Who warr'd to drive the thundeier from above ; S05 
And JlormM the ikies, and (hook the throne of Jove. 
These proud Salmoneus, wrapt in chains below. 
Raves in eternal agonieiofwoe ; 
Wh6 mock*d with empty founds and mimic nys, 
*Heav'n's aweful thunder and the lightning's blaze ; 8 !• 
TV audacious wretch tftfo'^Elis tower'd in air, 
Whirl'd by four couriers in his faltling car ;. 

799. Here rear the^aMrace.\ Thefe were the giants, the 
Tons of Earth and Titan, who made war on Jupiter, and 
heaping mountain on mountain, attempted to fcale heaven. 
Hefiod has nobly defcribed the battle that enfued between them 
and the gods. The Aleian twins, ver. So 3. were Otus and 
Ephialtes, the ions of Neptune by Iphimedia. Salmoneus 
was king of £lis, and being quite mtoxicated with pride, 
drove a chariot over a bridge of brais, and caft torches on his 
fubjeAs, that he might imitate thunder and lighming. Bifhop 
Warburton ingenioufly obferves, upon this whole paflage, that 
Virgil judiciouily places thefe atheiftical defpifers of God and 
religion. Hie gemu antiquum^ &c. T his was agreeable to 
the laws of Charondas : who (ays, Be the contempt of the gods 
put into the nunrtber of the moft fla|;itious crimes. The poet 
dwells particularly on that fpecies ofimpiety that affe^ls divine 
honours, theftory of Salmoneus. And this was doubtlefa 
drfigned by him for air oblique caftigation of the adulation of 
the apothcoils, then oeginning to be paid and to be received 
at|lome. I % 
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A blazing torch he fliook ; o'er crowds he rode ; 

And madly claim'd the glories of a god. 

O'er hollow vaults he lafh'd the fteeds along, 815 

And, as they flew, the brazen arches rung. 

Vain fool ! to mock the bolts of heav'n above, . 

And thofe inimitable flames of Jove ! 

But from the clouds, th' avenging father aims 

Far other bolts and undiflembled flames : 820. 

Dafh'd from his car, the mimic thunderer fell. 

And in a fiery whirlwind plung'd to hell. 

Tfiere too th* «iormous Tityus I beheld, 
Eartli's mighty giantfon, ftretch'd o'erth' infernal field ; 
He cover'd nine large acres as he lay, 
While with fierce fcreams a vultur tore away 825 
His liver for her food, and fcoop*d the fmoakingprey; V 
Pl«ng'd deep her bloody beak, nor plung'd in vain, 
For ftill the fruitful fibres fpring again. 
Swell, and renew th' enormous monfter's pain. 830 

823. T'iiyus,'] Poetry never afibrdcd a more lively and af- 
fecting delcriptioh, than this of the punifhment of Tityus* 
Lucretius has finely allegorifed the (lory, B. 3. 997 •! 

Nee Tityon 'uolucres ineunt Acheronte jacentem 5 
Nec^ quodfub magna fcrutetur peSiorey quidquam 
Perpetuam atatem poterunt^ reperin profeSio^ 
Sl^amlibet itnmani prtgeBu corporis exftet, 
S^ nonfola non^em difperfis jugera memhris^ 
Ohtin^ay fed quit terrai totius orbem : 
- Non tamift aternum poterit preferre dolorem. 
Nee prahere cibum propria de eorpore femper \ 
Sed Tityos nobis bie eft : in amore jaeentem 
S^em 'valuer es Jaeerant, atque exefl anxius apgor $ 
Aut alia quofvisfeindunt cuppedine eura. 

The crime of Tityus was, that he attempted to raviih Lato- 
na } for which he was ftjot by Apollo. 
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She dwells for ever in his roomy breaft, ^ . 

Nor gives the roaring hciad a moment's reil ; C 

But fUU th' immortal prey fuppUes th' immortal fealL J 
Need I the Lapiths' horrid pains relate, 
Ixion's torments, or Pirithoiis' fate i 835 

On high a tottering rocky fragment ipreads, 
Projeds in air, and trembles o'er their heads. 
Stretch'd on the couch, they fee with longing eyes 
In regal pomp fucceiUve banquets rife. 
While lucid columns, glorious to behold, S40 

Support th' imperial canopies of gold. 
The queen of furies, a tremendous gueil, 
Sits^by their iide, and guards the tempting feall. 
Which if they touch* her dreadfdL torch fhe rears. 
Flames in their eyes, and thunders in their, ears. 84 5 . 
They that on earth had bafe purfuits in view* 
Their brethren hated, or their parents flew, 

835. IxiorCs torments^ or Ttrttbous^ fateJ] The crxnic of 
Ixion was, that he attempted to ravifh Juno, and boaftcd that 
he had afhially efFedled It. That of. PIrithous th^ friend of 
Thefeu^s, that he laid a defign to carry off Profeiiine out of 
hell. Trapp obferves, ^hat there is a wonderful elegance in 
the original. 

Jam jam lap/ura, cadentiqui 
Imminet affimilis /— — 

By that fyilable ^e which would be redundant were it not for 
the eliHon by imminet^ the firft verfe feems to be tunobling 
down upon the fecoi^d, to exprefs the thing defcribed. 

846. TTjgy that on earth. '\ Let thofe who think' 
reading the poets an ufelefs and trifling ftudy, attentively 
confider the noble and juft moral that is contained in this de- 
fcription of the criminals whom our poet hath here fele6led to 
be puniihed. Bi(hop Warburton obferves, that this pafiag9 
relates to the infringers of the duties of in)parfe6Vobligation, 

I 4 vrhich 
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Ami,, flillmore namerous, they nho fwellM their ftore> 

Bat ne'er reHevM their kindred or the poor : 

Or in acanie unrighteous lought and bled ;; S^ 

Or periih'd in the foal adulterous bed ;- 

Or broke the ties of faith with- dark deceit r 

Impriibn'd deep, their deftin'd torments wait: 

But what their torments, feek not thou to know. 

Or the dire fentence of theirendlefs woe. 85; 

Some roll a ftone, rebounding down the hilF, 

Some hang fufpended on the whirling wheel ; 

There Thefeus groans in pains that ne'er expire, 

Chain'd down for ever in a chair of fire. 

There Phlegyas feels unutterable woe, 860 

And roars ihceflant thro' the ihades below y 

^e jnft, ye mortals ! by thefe torments- awM^ 

TheiedKcadfUr torments, not to (com a god*. 

This wretch hi; country to a tyrant ibid. 

And barter'd. glorious, liberty for gold, 86f 

* 

which civU laws cannot reach t (uch as, want of natural af« 
fe6lion to brothers^ diity to parents, proteAion to clients, and 
charity tathe poor. He adds, next to thefe are placed, thoft 
pefts of public and private peace, the traytor and the adulte* 
rer. It is oblVrvable^ he does not fay, umply, oMierif but 
$b aduherium c^fi ; as imptytng, that the greateft ciyil punifli- 
mmt makes no atonement tor tbi»-crime at the bar o( divine- 
juftkr* 

S65. AmJ hMTtir^ii gkrhm Vtbirij ftr g9UJ] Servius fays^ 
that Curio it hinted z% in theft Unes, and Mark Antony in 
the fucceedine. And Donates tells us, that TuUy is pointed, 
at by the iuceftuous criminal, next mentioned $ SaJluft adopts 
this calumny againft Cicero, bis violent enemy $ of whom he 
f ays— /V/m mairu piUtx^ Servius reje^U thi» opinioa'as m. 
groundkb (Under. 
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Laws for a bribe Kc paft, but paft in yain. 

For the fame laws abribe repealed again. 

This wretch by hot piepofterous loft was led. 

To climb and violate his daughter's bed. 

To fome enormous crimes they all afpir'd ; ^ff 

All feel the torments thatthofe crimes required I 

Had I a hundred mouths, a hundred tongues^ 

A voice of braisy and adamantine lungs. 

Not half the mighty iccne could I difclofc. 

Repeat their crimes, or count their dreadful woes !— 87^ 

Thus (poke the pricftefs of the god of day ; 
And,: haftc,. ihe cry'd ; to hell's great emprefs pay 
The deMn'd prcfent,. and purfue thy way. 
For lo ! the high Cyclopean walls are near. 
And in full view the maffy gate&appear. 880^ 

On thefe the gods enjoin thee to bellow 
The facred offering of the golden .bough. 
This faid, they joumey'd thro' the (blemn gloom],^ 
And reach'd at length the proud imperial dome : 
With eager fpeed' his- courfe the hero bore, 8 85 T j 

With living ftrcams his body fprinkled o'er,s 
And fixt the glittering prefent on the door. 

Thefe rites compleat, they reach the flowery plains^ 
The verdant groves where endlefs pleafure reigns. 
Here glowing iEthcr fhoots a purple ray, 89P 

And o'er the region pours a double day.. 

890. Here girtvh^ A^tberjboots,] .Tht.vfholt dtCcnj^ton is^ 
§0 diarminff (lays Trap|;i) that it is almoft ElyHum to read it. 
As the cuned inhabitants of the oth«r regions are (as I*ob^ 
iiSsrvtd)' moft judicioufly fpecified, Co are the btefledoncs of 
thls>: Tbol& who fuffcred m the fervtce of their country t bo)y 

I' 5 pricils i» 
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prom ficy to fky th' unwcary'd fpkndor runs. 

And nobler planets roll round brighter funs. 

Some wreftle on the fands ; and fome, in play 

And games heroic, pafs the hours away. 895 

Thofcraife the fong divine, and thefe advance 

In meafur'd fteps to form the (blemn dance. 

There Orpheus, graceful in his long attire, * 

In feven diviiions ftrikes the founding lyre ; 

Acrpfs the chords the quivering quill he flings, 900 

Or with his flying fingers fweeps the ftrings. 

Here Teucer's ancient race the prince furveys. 

The race of heroes born in happier days j 

Ilus, AflTaracus in arms rever'd. 

And Troy's great founder Dardanus appeared : 905 

Before him ftalk'd die tall majeflic train. 

And phch'd their idle lances on the plain. 

Their arms and airy chariots he beheld ; 

The fteeds unharnefs'd graz'd the flowery field. - 

Thofe pleafing cares the heroes felt, alive, gio 

For chariots, fteeds, and arms, in death furvive. 



priefts $ pious poets ; inventers of arts and fciences ; in a 
word,' all pubHc-fpirited perfonsand benefaftorsto mankind. 

** The ancients never failed more in any thing (fays Spcnce,) 
than in making a heaven : and if one was to coniider all tbft 
modern dcfcriptions of the fame, we fhould find moft of them 
perhaps little better than the ancient ones. Tliey had fcarce 
any thing in the old philofophy, that held firmly againft the 
fears of death 5 and therefore the notions wKich the Romans 
had even of a place of blifs, had fomething gloomy inter- 
irixeJ with it. Though the ideas of Virgil are much prefer- 
able to thofe of Homer on this fubjefl ; they are ftill low and 
nean enough o'confciencc*"* FolyM£TI8, p« »8x. 
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Some on the verdant plains w6rc ftrctch'd along j 
Sweet to the ear their tuneful Paeans rung ; 
Othi?rs beneath a laurel grove were laid. 
And joyful feafled in the fragrant fhade,- 915 

Here, ' glittering thro' the trees, his eyes furvey 
The ftreams of Po defcending from the day. 
Here a bleft train advance along the meads. 
And fnowy wreaths adorn their graceful heads : 
Patriots who perifli'd for their country's right, 920 
Or nobly triumph'd in the field of fight : 
There, holy priefts, and facred poets flood, , 
Who fung with all the raptures of a god : 
Worthies, who life by ufeful arts refin'd. 
With thofe, who leave a deathlefs name behind, 925 
Friends of the world, and fathers of mankind ! 
This fhining band the prieftefs thus'addreft,. 
But chief Mufsus, tow'ring o'er the reft ;, 



91S. But chief Mufaus,"] Sc^g^s makes a jtxdicious renfari^^ 
on this paffage. Some commentators, fays he, e^c why Vrr-- 
gil does Mufaeos the honour to place him in the Elyfian fields,* 
and to addrefs the Sybirs words to him, rather than to Ho- 
mer. I once faw a company of very learned men, almoft un- 
animoufly agree, that Virgil ought indeed to have beflowed ' 
this honour upon Homer, but that his jealoufy of him pre- 
vented it. I did not at that time refie£): on it, and yet nothing - 
is more ridiculous than . this, and the anfwer to this objeflion 
is obvious ! which is, that Virgil would have been guilty of 
a horrible fault in giving this commiilion to Homer in ^neas*S' 
life-time, fince he was not born till a long time after. Where. • 
fore, to anfwer the Sybil, this wife poet has chofen Mufseus, 
who being Orpheus's difciple^ was much ancienter than Ho^ 
roer 5 for he lived about the time of the Trojan war itfelf, 
Ztis fcarce credible^ that ScaU^er the father fhouldbe fbmuch 

fniilakc» 
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So high the poet's lofty flature fpreads 

Above the tndn, and overtops their heads ! 930 

Say, happy fools ! and thou, bleft poet, fay. 

Where dwells Anchifes, and dircGt our way ? 

For him we took the dire infernal road, 

And ftem'd huge Acheron's tremendous flood. 

To whom the bard— Unfettled we remove, 935 

As pleafure calls from verdant grove to grove ; 

Stretch'd on the flowery meads, at eafe we lie, 

And hear the filver rills run bubbling by. 

Come then, afcend this point, and hence furvey 

By yon* defcent an open eafy way. 940 

He fpoke^ then ftalk'd before ; and from the brow 

Points out the fair enamelPd fields below. 

midaken as he is, Poet. B. 5. c.i. when he takes Mufseus, 
the author of the fmall poem of Leander and Hero, who, as 
many learned men believe, was later than Virgil himfelf, for 
this ancient Mufaeus ; and that he (hould all edge, to ihew 
how much this poet waf fupei'ior to Homer, that it was for 
ihat reafon that Virgil preferred him to Homer in the honour 
which he did him in the Elyfian fields, without ever thinking 
how impertinent it would have been to place Homer in hell- 
before the death of ^neas, Ulyfies, and Co many heroes 
whofe adventures and exploits he fung. If Homer had lived 
during the Trojan jjifrar, he had never chofen it for thefubjeft 
of his poem, and he muft have difpatched his Iliad and Odyf- 
fey very haftily in feven years, in order to be ready to hold 
this dialogue with the Sybil ; ' but it is plainly proved that he 
did not live till long after ; and as no reafon obliged Virgil 
to be guilty of this error in chronology, and it bemg impof- 
fible for him to be ignorant of it, he therefore avoided fkch a 
grofs fault : which would be in a word, to make Homer die, 
before he was bom. I believe on the contrary/ that if he 
could handfomely have mentioned him, he would very wil- 
lingly have done him that honour, nothing appearing in hia 
.cbii .^er^ unworthy of amoA^generous mind. 
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They leave the proud aerial height again. 

And pleas'd bend downward to the blifsful plain, 

Anchifes there, the hero's fire divine, 945 

Deep in the vale had rang'd his glbribus line f 
Rank behind rank, hisjoyfureyes itirvey 
TRe chiefs in bright fucceffibn rife to day. 
Hepounts th' ill uflrioas race with iludious cares. 
Their deeds, their fates, their vidories and wars. 950 
Soon as his lov'd JEneas he beheld. 
His dear, dear Ton, advancing o'er the field ; 
Bager he ftretch'd his longing arms,- and fHed 
A flream of tear^, and thus wfth tranfport faid : 
Then has thy long-try'd pious love furpaft 955 

Thtf dreadful road, to meet thy fire at laH? 
Oh ! is it given to fee, nor fee alone. 
But hear, and anfwer to my godlike (on ? 
This I prcfag'd, indeed, as late I ran 
O'er times and feafons ; nor prefag'H in vain. g6o 
From what flrange Iknds, what ibormy feas and'lBi'ear 
Returns myfon, toblfefs my longing eyes ? 
How did my anxious mind your danger move. 
Then, when in Carthag^e you ihdulg'd your love V 

953. Eager be flretcb''d.'\ Our expectation had been long 
raifed, and one longed moft eagerly for the interview betwixt 
^^neas and his father ;. and now when it really happens, what 
can be imaeinedmore interefting ? Nothing can be more art- 
ful and judKtous, than the manner in- which the poet intro- 
duces iSneas to take a review of his pofterity. 

964. In CartbageA There is great art in making Anchiles 
anxious for his Ton, while he was detained at Carthage. It 
reminds the reader of that important epifode. The expref- 
fion, Lifyie tihi regna mcerent, feems to hint^at the anciemt 
enmity betwixt Rome and Carthage. 
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Your (hade, the prince replies, your angry fliade, 965 
In many a frightful vifion I furvey'd. 
By your beheft I came to thefe abodes ; 
My fleet lies aiichor'd in the Tufcan floods : 
Give me, O father ! give thy hand, nor fliun 
The dear embraces of a duteous fon. 970 

While yet he fpoke, the tender forrows rife. 
And the big drops run trickling from his eyes. 
Thrice round his neck nis eager arms he threw ; 
Thrice from his empty arms the phantoni flew. 
Swift as the wind, with momentary flight, 975 

Swift as a fleeting vifion of the night. 
Meantime the hero faw, with wondering eyes. 
Deep in a vale a waving forefl rife : 
Thro* thofe fequefter'd fcenes flow Lethe glides. 
And in low murmurs lulls her flumbering tides ; 980 
Unnu^iberM ghofts around the waters throng,^ 
And o'er the brink the airy nations hung. 
So to the meads in glowing fummer pour 
The cluttering bees, and rifle every flow'r : 
O'er the fweet lillies hang the bufy fwarms ; 985 

The fields remurmur to the deep alarms. 
Struck with the fight, the prince afl:oni(h*d flood j. 
Oh ! fay, why throng fuch numbers to the flood ? 
Or what the nature of the wond'rous tide, . 
And who the crow J s ? — To whom the fire reply 'd : pop 
To all thofe fouls who round the river wait. 
New mortal bodies are decreed by fate. 

991. New mortal bodies."] Alluding to the Pythagorean 
do&rine, of the tranfmigration of th^ foul, from one body to 
tnotheri' which notion is finely riUiculei in that dialogue of 

Lucian^ 
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To yon' dark ftreams the gliding ghofls repair. 

And quaif deep draughts of long oblivion there. 

How have I wifh'd before thee to dlfplay 995 

Thefe my defcendants, ere they rife to day ! 

Thus (halt thou Latiun^ find with double joy. 

Since fate has fixt th' eternal throne of Troy.— • 

O father ! fay, can heavenly fouls repair 

Once more to earth, and breathe the vital air ? 1000 

What ! — can they covet their corporeal chain ? 

Gods ! — can the wretches long for life again !-— 

Attend, he cry*d, while I unfold the whole. 

And clear thefe wonders that amaze thy foul. 

Then the great fire the fcheme before him lays, 1005 

And thus each aweful fecret he difplays : 

Know firft, a fpirit, with an adive flame. 
Fills, feeds and animates this mighty- frame ; 

Lucian, entitled the cock \ perhaps, the moft humorous pieoQ 
of that author. 

1001. Can they covet their corporeal chain ?1 This majr. 
fhew that Virgil had nobler thoughts of life and death thaa 
Homer } as Lucan had noblei* than either of them. Spbncb. 

1007. Kno^w Jirftf a Jpirit,] In thefe fublime and exalted- 
▼erfes, Virgil follows the refined fentiments of Plato, concern* 
ing: the anima mundi, or foul of the world, pervading and vi- 
▼iiying all created things. To iiluVate this opinion, I fhall 
tranfcribe a pafTage of the excellent Bi(hop Berkley, to whom- 
one may with jultice apply what he himielf finely fays of Pla* 
to; viz. * That he hath joined with an imagination the moft 
fplendid and magnificent, an intellect not lefs deep and 
clear." 

** Both Stoics and Platonics held the world to be alive, tho* 
fometimes it be mentioned as an ancient animal, foiVietimes as 
a plant or vegetable. But in (his, notwithftanding what hath 
been furmifed by fome learned men, there Teems to be no 
atheifm. For fo long as the world is fuppof-M to be quicken- 
ed by elementary fire or fpirit, which is it. elf animated by 
foul^ and dire£led by underftanding, it follows that allpartt 

thereof 
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Runs thro' the watry worlds, the fields of axr. 
The ponderous earth, the depths 

there 
Glows in the fan and moQn,. and bums 



thereof originally depend upon, and may be reduced unto^. 
the fanie indivifible ftem or principle, to wit, afspreme mind ; 
which is the concurrent do6lrine of Pythagoreans, Flatonfc9, 
and Stoics. There is, according to thefe philofophers, a lifot 
infufed throughout all things. The 4rt/p FM^, ^vp Tt^- 
fiKOff an intelle^al and artificial fire, an inward principle, 
animal fpirit, or natural life, producing and forming within 
as art- doth without j regulating, moderating, and reconciling 
the various motions, qualities, and parts of this mundane 
(yftem. By virtue of this life, the great roaflfes are held to- 
gether in their orderly courfes, as well as the minuted parti- 
cles governed in their natural motions, accoiding to the feve- 
ral laws of attraction , gravity, ele^ricity, magnetifm, and the 
reft. It is this gives inftinCls, teaches the fpider her. web^ and* 
the bee her honey. This it is that directs the roots of plants 
to draw forth juices from the earth, and the leave's and coiti- 
cal velTets to feparate and attract fuch particles of air and ele-*' 
fiientary fire, as fuit their refpeflive natures. Nature feems 
to be not othcrwife diftinguifhed from the animatnundif than 
as life is from foul j and upoirthe principles of the oldeft phi- 
lofophers, may not improperly or i neon gruou fly he (tiled the 
Hfe of the world.— Alcinous, in his tra6l of the do£lrine of' 
Plato, faith, that God hath given the world- both mind and 
jbul : o'thers include both in the word foul, and fuppofe the 
ibul of the world to be God. Philo appears to be of (his opi«. 
nion, in federal parts of his writings. And Virgil; who was* 
no ftranger to the Pythagorean and* Platonic tenets, writes tor 
the fame purpofe s 

— — — Deum namque ire per omnes 

Terrafipie iraSufque maris ^ . cielumque prqfundum, &c. 

Thus mucf I the fchools of Pythagoras and Pbtoi' feem agreed 
in, to wit, that the foul of the world, whether having a dU 
ftin6l mind of its own, or directed by a fuperior mind, doth 
embrace all its>paii8, conned them by an invifible and indif* 
foluble chain^ and pceferve them cve& well adjufted and in 
good order.*" B^rklcy^s Siris, p. 133^ 
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Thus, mingling with the mafs, the general foul 
Lives in the parts, and agitates the whole.. ^ 
Froin that c^Ieftial energy began 
The low-brow*d bmte; th' imperial race of man; 1015; 
The painted birds who wing th' aerial, plain*. 
And ail the mighty mongers of the main.. 
Their foul's at firft from high Olympus came ; 
And, if not blunted by. the mortal frame, 
Th' etherial fires would ever bum the fame ! 1020 
But while on earth ; by. earth-bom paffions tofl, 
'The heavenly Qurits^ ILe extinfl and loft ; 
Nor ileal one glance, before their. bodies die,. 
From diofe dark dungeons to their native fky. 
Et'u when thofe bodies are to death Tefign*d,« ^^^ 
Sbme old inherent (pots are left behind i 
A inllying tin£bire of corporeal ftain» 
Deep in the fabftancc of the (bul remains. 
Thus are her iplendors dimm'd, and crufled o'er 
With thofe dark vices^ that ihe knew before. xojo^ 

3 019. Tbus are her J^Undors dirnnCd' mid' eruped ^er\ 
nothing can be more refined and fpiritualized, than the do6irmr 
of Plato, which our poet here purfucs, concerning the bafe* 
nefs of indulging fennial pleafures, and of the filtln the (Uins». 
and the corruption with which thfy gradually taint and infe£k 
the foul. Mihon has beautifully adornert thefe fentinaents in< 
his Comus : the reader of tafte will thank me for inferting tbftr 
paflage, though it be pretty long. 

^Whenluft 

'By unchafie looks, loofe geftures, and foul talk^. 

But moft by lewd and lavifti a£l of fin, 

Lets in defilement to the inward parts,. 

The foul grows clotted by contagion, 

finbodies^andimbrutesx. till file quite lofii 

Tllft 
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For this the/ouls a various penance pay. 

To purge the taint of former crimes away : 

Some in the fweeping breezes are reiin!d. 

And hung on high to whiten in the wind : 

Some cleanfe their ftains beneath the gufhing ftream^ 

•^nd fome rife glorious from thefearching flames, 1036 

Thus all muft fuffer ; and, thofe fufFc rings paft, 

The clouded minds are purify'd at lall. 

But when the circling feafbns as they roll. 

Have cleans'd tlie drofs long-gather 'd round the.foul ; 

When the celellial fire divinely bright>. 1041 

Breaks forth vidlorious in her native light ; 

Then we, the chqfen few, Elyfium gain, ' . 

And here Expatiate on the blifsful plain. . 

&th thofe thin airy throngs thy eye§ behdlq/ ... 1645 

When o'er their heads a thoufand years have roll'd. 

In mighty crowds to yon' Lethean flood. 

Swarm at the potent fummpns of the god.; 

There deep the draught of dark oblivion 

Theit they defire new bodies to obtain. 

And viflt heav'n's etherial realms again, 



legod.j 

livioh diiaii^ ; '. ,") " 

ain, 1650 y 

g;ain. . .- ..3 



The divine pi-operty of her firft being. 
Such are thofe thick and glqomy fhadows damp, 
Oft ifeen in charnel vaults, and fepulchrcs, 
Lingring and fitting by a new-made gra:ve ; "' 

As loth to leave-the body that it lov'd } 
And linktitfelf by carnal fenfuality, " ♦ 

To a degeineratc and degraded Itate.. 
I cannot forbear obferving, that this fine circamftancc of the 

fhofts lingering near vaults, ^&c. is literally tranflated from 
iato. The moral parts of Comus, arc of the higheft and 
moft fpiritual kind. Few pieces arc fo proper for the perufal of 
yoptb. 



■ 
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This faid, the fire condudls their fteps along 

Thro* the loud tumult of th' aerial throng ; 

Then climb'd a point, and every face defcry'd. 

As the huge train preft forward to the tide : 1 05 5 

Now hear, while I difplay our race divine. 
And the long glories of our Dardan line. 
The noble Roman heroes, who ihall rife 
From Trojan blood, fucceflive, to th'e ikies. 
This mighty fcene of wonders I relate, io6a 

And open all thy glorious future fate. 
Firft then behold yon' blooming youth appeal*. 
That hero leaning on his (hining fpear ! 
This thy lafl fbn, thy hoary age (hall grace. 
Thy firft brave offspring of the Latian race ; io6j 

From fair Lavinia in the groves he fprings, 
A king, and father of a race of kings ; 
Sylvius his name ; proud Alba ihall he iway. 
And to his fous th' imperial pow'r convey. 



1056.. Nonv. 'h^twJ] Prophecies are oracular^ imd therefore . 
ihort 5 and thofe efpccially ought to be fo, which, are pre- 
diftions of things already paft.' An indifferent writer (a» 
fome moderns upon the fame occaGon have a£luaUy done), 
would have launched out into long defcriptions, and given 
us the hiftory at large. But this is not to imitate Virgil : He 
gives us only Ihort hints in a divine enthufiafra ; and even 
thofe not in the real order of timo, as things a5lually happened : ' * 
It was not his bufinefs to be an exa6t chronologer : this would 
have been extremely flat, and dull > and the reader would have * 
known before-hand what he was going to fay : but now he 19 ' 
agreeably difappointed and furprized. Anchifes has a profpe£l 
at once of all the ghofts (landing before him ; and they are not 
iuppofed to be ranged in order accofding to their future fuc- 
ceihon. Yet he does not entirely negleft chronology; foas 
to name Romulus firft, ' then Camillas, then Numitor, then 
Auguilus, and then Numat Segrais. 
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See ! where the youth, already wing'd to rile, tcjxy 

Stands on the verge of life, ^nd claims the fkies* 

Procas the next behold, a chief divine, 

Ptooa the glory of thc-Trojan line ; 

Capys and Numitor there pant for fame ; 

There a new • Sylvias bears thy mighty name ; 1075: 

Like thee^ juft, great and good, for valour known. 

The chief ihall' mount th' imperial Alban throne* 

What Hrength each youth difplay^ ? but who are thofe^ 

With Civic crowns around their manl^ browj f 

By thoie fliall Gabii and Nomentum nfc, loSo? 

And proud CoUati'an tow'rs invade the (kles; 

Then Faunus' town wi'di turrets fludl be crown'd^; 

Aai fidr Fidena flitch herramparts round. 

Then Bola too fhall rife, of mighty ^une ; 

Unpeopled now they lie, and lands withoutaname ! 1085: 

Bright Ilia^ Q>mng from Trojan blood, Hiall bear 

Yon' glorious hero to the god of war r 

Behold great Romulus, her vidor ion ; 

Whofe fword reftores his grand^re to the dirone. 

Lo.t* from his helmet what a glory plays ! i^.o 

And Jove's own fplendors round his temples blaze* 



loSo. NcmefttumJJ Nomentum was a city of the Sabin«t»- 
fourteen miles from Rome. At present itis but a-lktie town 
called Lometana. Gabia was thirteen miles from Rome, on 
the road from thence to Prenefle* Fidena was a city of the 
Sabines, which according toStrabo, owed its origin to the 
Albans. Caftel Giubelo Is at prefent built on its ruins. Col* 
latia was fo called, becaufethe neighhourine people contributed 
to build it. Pometia wasa city of the VoTlci, near the Pon* 
tinan marih. Bola was ten miles from Rome on the Appian 
road, and Cora In the Campagna of Rome, now called Cari*. 



Sylvius i^neas*. 
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AFrom this brave prince, majeitic Rome fhall rife ; 

The boundlefs^sarth, her empire Ihall comprize ; 

Her fame and valour tow'r above the ikies ! 

Seven ample hills th' imperial city grace, 1095 

Who nobly glories in her martial race ; 

Proud of her ions, fhe lifts her head on high ; 

Proud, as the mighty mother of the iky, 

When thro' the Phrygian towns, fublime ia air, 

<She rides triumphant in her golden car, 1 100 

Crawn'd with a nodding diadem of tow'rs ; 

And counts her offspring, the celeftial powers, 

A fliining train, who fill the bleil abode, 

A hundred fons, and ev*ry (on a god ! 

Tom, turn thine eyes ! fee here thy race divine^ i j 05 

Behold thy own imperial Roman Uae :: 

X 105. See here thy race dhine.} Here is a particular beautjr, 
which I do not know that any one has taken notice of. The 
lift which Vjrgii hat here drawn up, was in genecal to do ho- 
4iour to the Roman name, but more paitinuanly to comp li- 
ment Auguftus. For this reaibn Anchifet, wholhews i£neat 
moft of the reft of his defcendantc in the iame order that they 
were to make their appearance in the world, breaks his me- 
thod for the fake of Auguftus, whom he (ingles out immediately 
after having mentioned Romulus, as the moft illuftrious perfon 
who was to rife in that empire, which the other had founded. 
He was impatient to defcribe his pofterity, raiied to the vtmoft 
pitch of glory { and thcvefore {ttfl*e8 over all the reft to conw 
at this great man, whom "by this means he implicitly repre- 
i^nts as making the moft conipicuous 6|;ure among them. By 
this artifice the poet did not only give his emperor the greateft 
f»raiie he could beftow upon him $ but hindered his reader from 
drawing a parallel, which would have been diiadvaotigeona 
to him, had he been celebrated in his »roper place $ that iSf 
after Pompey and Caefar, who each of titem eciipfed Auguftus 
in military glory. Though there have been finer things (aid 
•ef this emperor than of any other man, all the wits ••£ liis 

age 



na to day i — • 
►ng foretold 1 

I'dofoldy ii.iov 
:ond age of gold ! J 
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Csfar, with all the Julian name furvey ; 

See where the glorious ranks afcend to day ! — • 

This — this is he! — the chief fo long 

To blefs the land where Saturn rul' 

And give the Lernean realms a fecond 

The promisM prince, Auguftus the divine. 

Of Caeiar's race, and Jove's immortal line \ 

This mighty chief his empire fhall extend 

O'er Indian realms, to earth's remotefl end* 1 1 15 

The hero's rapid viftoriesout-run ^^^^ 1 

The year's whole courfe, the ftars, and journeys of the 

Where, high in air, huge Atlas' fhoulders rife. 

Support th' etherial lights, and prop the rolling Ikies • 

Hecomes ! — he comes I—'proclaim'd by every god ! 1 1 2Q 

Nile hears the fhout, and ihakes in every flood. 



age having tried to out-rival one another on that rubje£l, he 
never received a compliment which can be compared, for fub- 
limity of thought, to that virhich the poet here makes him. 
Guardian, N^ 138. 

1 120. Proclatm'd by every god,'} The original fays, 

Hujus in adventiim,jam nunc & Caffia regna, 

Rejfonjis horrent divum 

Catrou makes the following remark t It appears that Virgil 
alludes, in this paflage, to a certain oracle or prediction, 
which a little before the time of Auguftus^s birth had fpread 
itfelf over the univerfe. It was, that there would foon be 
bom a perfoii, who ihould be mailer of the whole world. 
Suetonius, who borrowed his account from Julius Marathus, 
relates it in the following manner : Author eft Julius Mara- 
tbusy ante paucos quam nafceretur Augujfuj, tnettfesyprodigium 
Ronuef^um publice^ auo enunciabatur regent Naturam par^ 
turire. This oracle, ipread over the face of the whole earth, 
might indeed relate to Jefus Chriil, whofe birth was near that 
time. The people applied it to Auguftus, as the predictions 
of the Cumaean Sybil, which relatttl to the MefTiah, were in* 
terpreted by Virgil in favour of, and by way of compliment 
tO| the young Marcellus. 
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•Proud Aik JBies before his dire alarms. 
And diftant nations tremble at his arms. 
So many realms not great Alcides paft. 
Not, when the brazen-footed hind he chas'd, 112c 

O'er Erymanthus' fteeps the boar purfu'd ; 
Or drew the huge Lcrnean monfter's blood. 
Nor Bacchus fuch a length of regions knew. 
When on his car the god in triumph flew. 
And fhook the reins, and urg'd the fiery wheels, 1 1 30 
WhirPd by fwift tygers down the Indian hills.— 
And doubt we yet, by virtuous deeds to rife. 
When fame, when empire is the certain prize ? 
Rife, rife, my fon ; thy Latian foes o'ercome ! 
Rife, the great founder of majeftic Rome ! 1 1^^ 

But who that * chief, who crown'd with olive ftands. 
And holds the facred relicks in his hands ? 
I know the pious Roman king from far, 

■ 

The filver beard, and venerable hair ; 

Caird from his little barren field away, 1 14© 

To pomp of empire and the regal fway. 

Tullus the next fucceeds, whofe loud alarms 

Shall rouze the flumb'ring fons of Rome to arms, 

Infpir'd by him, thie foft unwarlike train 

Repeat their former triumphs o'er again, i i^j 

Lo Ancus there !— the giddy crowd he draws. 

And fwells too much with popular applaufe. 

Now wou'dft thou Tarquin's haughty race behold. 

Or fierce avenging Brutus, brave and bold ? 

^ 1 1 36. That chief,'] He firft introduced civil and religious 
rites and cuftoras, and contributed to foften the original 
ferocity of the Romans. 
• fJuma jPompilius. 



'Sec the Hern chief flalk aweful o'er the ptain, 1 1 50 
The glorious chief, who breaks the tyrant's xhain : 
He to his ax (hall proud rebelHon doom. 
The firft great conful of hi< jvfcu'd Rome ! 
His Tons (whoariUj the Tarquins to ]iiaiiitain« 
And fix oppreflion in the throne again,) 415; 

He nobly yields to joiftice, inthe cauie 
Of {acred freedom and infulted laws. 
Tho' harih th' unhappy father may appear. 
The judge compels the fire to be itvcre ; 
And the fair hopes ofiame the patriot move, 1 160 
To iink the private Lithe-public love. 



1 1 54. Hisfons ivbo Mrm^ the Tar^ms to mabttmn,'] ** What 
i have often thought of (Jays Mr. Spf!nce,«n Pope-s Odyfiey) 
as the fineft fubjeft eitherfor poetry or painting, is the firft 
JBrutus on the judicial feat ; ]uA before the a£l of ^ving ien*- 
tence on his own Tons, for their treachery to the comftoo- 
^wealth. What a noble ftrife was there between natural af** 
fe^on, and the love of one's country f between duty a^d de- 
fire, between common humanity and the fpirtt (perhaps the 
^ride) of a Roman •? What a fine grot^p jof figures would the 
fuppliants for the orimin^ compote in fuch a piece f On one 
fide of the tribunal, the wife of the judge and mother of the 
offenders ; and all the relations divided in the fame mariner^ 
between a ^«fire of moving pity, and an abhoirence of the 
very crime, for the pardpn of which they would intercede--: 
The people of Rome, on the other fide, with looks -full of 
mixtd psmions $ -Tome ftruck with pity aniidft all their leverity, 
fome almoft condemning, and yet approving at the iame time, 
the rigid juftice of the father $ while othei-s commifeiate the 
youth of theTons, and feem ircenfed at the unnatural impar* 
tiali|y^ the )udge.^ £veniMg iht (econd, page S 5. This 
fubjd^ has been very well executed (ince, by Dr. Wall, of 
Worcefter, Whofe fineprenius for hiftory-painting, would make 
one regret that his time is employed in another profeflion, 
^vuere^ 'not fo much for the intereft of mankind that helsfo cm«. 
ployed* 
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Like him, Torquatus, for flern juftice Icnown, 
Dooms to the ax his brave viftorious foji. 
Behold the Drufi prodigal of blood ! 
The Dedi dying for their country's good ! 1 165 

Behold Camillus there ; that chief Ihall come 
With four proud triumphs to imperial Home. 
Lo ! in bright arms two fpirits rife to fight ! 
How'ilrid their friendfhip in the realms of night ! 
How fierce their difcord when they Ipring to light ! 
How furious in the field will both appear ! 11 

With what dire flaughtcr ! what a wafle of war ! 
Impetuous to the ^ght the father pours 
From the ilcep Alps, and tall Ligurian towers. 
The fon, with fervile monarchs in his train, 1 175 

Lead« the whole Eafiern world, and {preads the plain* 
Oh ! check yotu* wrath, my fons j the nations fpare j 
And fave your country from the woes of war ; 
Nor in her facred breaft, with rage abhorr'd. 
So fiercely jplunge her own vidlorious fword ! 1 1.80 



Ji64^. Behold the Drt(/i,] There were two of this name, 
who fignolij^ed therofelves at Rome. The firft defeated liaidru* 
bal, the brother of Hannibal. The fecond was the fon of 
L^via, the t^ife of Auguftns, and ipade war very fuccefsfuHy 
in Germany, The two Djecii, . the Caiher and the fonj <jle- 
viyted themfelves ore after another to die for their country ; 
the one in the var againft the Gauls, the other in the war 
agflini^ the Samnites. Camillu> was five times Dictator, and 
ti iumphed fonf times, over the VoJfci, the Veil, over the 
Gauls (at which lime hedeUvered Rotne) and again over the 
the fail) e people in his old age, in the year of Rome 3S7* 
The ntxt lints relate to Julius Csefar,. and Pompey, 
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And thou, be thou the firft ; thy arms r,eiigh. 
Thou, my great fon of Jove's ccleftial line ! — 
«Yoh' chief ihall vanquifh all the Grecian pow'r% 
And lay in duft the proud Corinthian tow'rs. 
Drive to the capitol his gilded car, '^'^S 

And grace the triumph with the (poils of war. 
-fcThat chief Ihall ftretch fair Argoson the piaiiv 
And the proud feat of Agamemnon's reign. 
Overcome * th* ^acian king, o£ race divine;, 
sprung from the £reat Achilles' glorious line ; 1 199 
Aven^^e Minerva's violated fane. 
And the great fpirits of thy fathers -(lain. 
What tongue, jufl: ** Cato, can thy praife forbear ! 
Or each brave Sclpio's noble deeds declare, 
Africk's dread foes ; two thunderbolts of war ! 1 195 
Who can the bold Fabridus' worth >repeat» 
In pride of 4)Ovcrty, divinely great; 
Call'd by hi6 Weeding country's voicei^o come 
FromtlieTude plough, and rule impeualRome! 
, Tir'd as I am the glorious roll to trace, j 200 

Where am I fnatch'd by the long Fabian race ! 

1181. Ity arms rejign,']' The poet puts his own fentiments 
into the mouth of AnthiPss, whom he makes to dif^pprove the 
-fcivil wars of Rome. 

1183. &c.] * Lucius Mummrins, ^T. Qumftius Flaminius. 
« Philip king of Maccdon. * M. Fortius Cato the cenfor, 

1194.. Or each brdve Scipio's,] Virgil had Lucretius's ex- 
preflion in his eye, who calls Scipio Africanus. 

SdpiadeSy belli fulmen. ■ ' B. 3. 1047. 
This great general put an end to the third Punic war, by ut- 
trrly deftroying Carthage. 

111)6, Fabrictus^ nvprtb repeat,"] Fabricius could not be 
contipted by the Samnites, nor by Pyrrhus 5 and being offered 
a large bribe, anfwered, Romam aurum non habere ^ fed baben^ 
tibui aurum hnperare* 4 
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See where the « patriot (hines, whofe ptdderit carfc 
•Preferves his country by protrafted war ! — 
The fubjeft nations, with a happier gface> 
Prom the rude ftone may call the mimic face, 1205 
Or with new life inform the breathing brafs : 
Shine at the bar, defcribe the ilars on high^ 
The motions, laws, and regions of the fcy-: 
Be this your nobler praife in times to come, 
Thefc your imperial arts, ye fons of Rome ! 4 2 ilSf 

•O'er diilant realms to ftretch your aweful fws^y, 
To bid thofe nations tremble and obey ^ 



* Qv Fabius Maximus* Thch* names and theJir chara£lcrf 
^re auto be found, where S-r Roger de Co verly read that of 
Hcftor, at the end of -the diftionary. 

1203. Preferves bis countr^J] The line in the original^ 
Unus qui nobis, &c, is taken from the annals of old Ennius^ 
*and was grown almoft proverbial at Rome. 

1105. from tbi rudeftone may call tbe mimic face A Th« 
Grecians undoubtedly far exoelled the Romans in ifatuary,. 
1>ainting, poetry, and indeed in all the fine arts. The bed: 
judges likewife allow,- that the eloquenee of Demofthenes i« 
fuperior to Tully's. But the fecret rcafon why Virgil feem« 
to give the fuperiority of eloquence to the Greeks, might 
perhaps be, that Tully was very odious to his patron, and hia 
»ihadowed hero Au^(tus« And how greatly the Greeks ex^ 
celled the Romans m all parts of philofophv, and ^e reafons bf 
fuch excellence, may be feen in the n€>ble conchifionofMr^ 
Harrises treatife imi tied ilermes. 

i^^o. Thejlsyour imperial artsA The Romans do not ilidc 
at owning, that the Greeks exceeded them in all the polite art&» 
and in every branf^h of literature. This paflage is a remark- 
able proof of it, and one might load feveral pages with others, 
from Horace a^nd Cicero. The Roman arts were the arts of 
•war and government— 3?gffl Romanis artibus, 'virtute, opera^ 
Mrmis *viftcam : fays Camillus to the fcboolmafler of Faliici^ 
(Liv. 1. 5. §. 27.) — ^' 'virtutis a nofiris^ fie doBrina funtak 
illis, exemfla repeteKda, (Cic, de Orat, !• 3^ %i 37.) Spcw C£« 

K » 



196 THEiENEIB Book6. 

To crufh the proud, the fuppliant foe to rear. 
To give mankind a peace, or fhake the world with war !-,- 
He (aid— awhile their ravifh*d eyes admire 1 2 1 j 
The wond'rous fcenes :— wlien thus proceeds the (ire: 
S^e 1 where Marcellus tow'rs afiove the train. 
And bears the regal trophies from the plain. 
Endanger'd Rome fhall blefs his gusr Jian care. 
And ftandunfhaken in a florm of war. #2.20 

Carthage and Gaui the hero's might JfhacH prove, 
The third who hangs th' imperial fpoils to Jov^.-.-r 
With him the Trojan prince a youth beheld 
In (hiiiing arms advancing o'er the field ; 
A beauteous form ; but clouds his 'front farround, 122^ 
And his dim eyes were fi^t upon the ground. 
Say, who that yeuth (he cries) o'ercaft with grief; 
1 he youft who follows that victorious- chief ? 
His ion ? or one of ,his illuftrious linei 
What numbers fhout around the form divine ? 1239 
His pert how no^le .! how augufl his fame ! 
How like the former ! and how near the fame ! 
But gloomy fliades his penfive brows o'^erfpread. 
And a dark cloud involves his beauteous head. 
Seek not, my fon, replies the fire^ to know 123 c 

(And, as hiC fpoke, the guihing forrows flow,) 
What woes the gods to thy defendants doom^ 
What endlefs grief to every fon of Rome.! 
This youth on earth the fates butjuft difplay. 
And foon, too foon, they fnatch the gift away ! 1 24Q 

<ii5. Hi faid-^i^voblle their r 0^1/1* d ey is, "] Let us here 
admire an artful ftroke of the poet; he makes Anchifes ftop 
in his nan-ation, before he begins bis account and chai-after of 
Marcellus ; this awakens the reader^s attcntionn and makct 
the perfon he is going to fpdttk of| of more dignity and im- 
poiUnce» 
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Had Rome for ever held the glorious prize. 

Her blifs had raised the envy of the flcies ! 

Oh ! from the martial field what cries (hall come ! 

What groans Ihallecho thro' the ftrects of Rome ! 

How Ihall old Tyber, from his oozy bed, 1 24 J 

In that fad moment rear his reverend head, 

The lengthening pomp and funeral to furvey. 

When by the mighty tomb he takes his mournful way f 

A yiouth of nobler hopes fhall never rife, 

Kor glad like him the Latian fathers eyes : 1250^ 

And Rome, proud Rome fhall boaft, ihe never bore,. 

From age to age, fo brave a fon before ! 

Hono«r and fame, alas ! and ancient truth; 

Revive and die with that illuilrious youth f 

Irr vain embattled troops his arms oppofe : 1 25^ 

In every field he tames his country's^ foes. 

Whether on foot he marches in his might. 

Or fpurs his fiery'tourfer to xkt fight. 

Poor pided youth ! the glory of the ftate T 

Oh 1 cou'dft thou ihun t&e dreadful firoke of £ate« z 260 

I 

S243. Oh / Jrom the martial,'] Part of the (epulchre in. 
whieh the afhes cf Marcellus were depofited, (and which wat 
bvilt by Auguftus for Julius Cacfar himfelf, and the reft of his 
f«niily} If ftili remaining. It ftands in the Campus Martius, 
Bear the banks of the Tyber ; and, when one fees it, puts out 
ftrongly in mind' of the verfes in Virgil, where he fpeakt 
•f the funeral of that young prince, ^is what they now 
cai] the MaufoUum Augufti, Spence. 

xi4.S» When by the mighty tomb."] Here is' an exquifite 
fivauty in the original, which the tranflator has happily imi- 
tated : 

Cum tumulum praterlabert recent em. 
The word praterlabere has the moft ^ilow, melancholy - air 
imaginable. K 3 * i 
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Rome fhouM in thee behold, with ravifh'd eyes. 
Her pride, her darling, lier Marcellus rife ! 
Bring fragrant flow'rs, the whiteft lillies bring. 
With all the purple bejiuties of the ipring ; , 
TThf fe gifts at leaft, thefe honours I'll befiow 1265^ 

Ori the dear youth, to pleafe his fhaie below — 
Thus, while the wond'rous fcenes employ their. fight». 
They rove with pjeafure in the fcclds of light. 

When the great fire had taught his fon the whole, 
^nd with the Roman glories fir'd his foul i ^^TH^ 

Next to the lift'ning hero he declares 
His toils in Latium, and. fiicceffive wars ; 
Gives him their nations and their towns to know^ 
And how to fliun, or fuffer every 'woe. 

Two gates the filent courts of fleep adorni^ *'*7i^ 
Tha^t of pale ivory, this of lucid horn. 



12(6». Her priJf,.ber darling, her Marcellui rifet} At 
hearing thefe beautiful lines on the d^ath of her fon, 0&SL\iZf^ 
to whom Virgil was reading them, fainted away. The poet, 
.nioft judicioufly and artfully fupprefied the name of Maicellus 
to the laft. When he uttered it, it was fo unexpeftcd a ftroke,. 
that the princefs cpnld bear it no more. When (he recovered 
a little, file ordered the poet fhould receive ten fefierces for 
every ver(e relating to Maicellus, that is, about fourfcore 
pounds of our £^gli(h coin. Donatus telk us, that Virgil 
read his verfes with great fweetnei^, propriety, and grace ^ Pra- 
9iuntiabat maxima cum fua*vitate, & lenocinns miris. Few 
))oets are blefled with this talent. When an author (fays Bayle) 
reads his play to the a^ors, to whom he is about to fell it, woe 
be to him, it he does not read it well. It is impoflible to do 
a greater fen ice to a piece of poetry, than to read it Well ;-it 
removes feveral faults ; and no poem is fo good, but an 11 
reader may^fpoil it. Virgil was therefore very happy, having 
the talent both of Tnaking charming verfes, and of reading 
them welL CorneiU« {efeqiiblcd him but in one of thefe ex< 
fejlen^ies, 



/ 



/ 
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Thro* this, true vifions take their airy way. 

Thro* that, falfe phantoms mount the realms of day.. 

Then to the ivory gate he led them on. 

And there difmifsM the Sibyl and his Ton. 1280 

Now the great chief, returning to the main. 
Reviews his fl^et, and gla4s his friends again. 
Then, ft6ering by the ftrand, he ploughs the fca. 
And to Caieta's port direfts his way : 
There all the fleet the crooked anchors moor ; 12$| 
Aj^d the tall (hips itood rang'd aloDg the fhor«« 
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King Latinus entirtmni JEmaiy end promi/es htm bis 
only daugtber Lavinia^ the heirefs of his crown^ 
Turnusy who is in love with her^ being favoured by 
her mother y andfiirred up by Juno and AUSfo^ breaks 
the treaty which was made ; and engages in his guar-- 
rely MezentiuSy Camilla y Mejfapusy and many others 
of the neighbouring princes ; whofe forces, and the 
names of their commanders are particularly recited* 



C 201 '] 

VI RG I L's iENEID. • 

THE 

SEVENTH BOOK.* 



Y 



O U too, CajeUy whofe indulgent cares 
Nurft the great chief, and formed his tender years. 



* A new (bene of a6lion here prefents hCelf to our great 
poet. In the fix firfl books he has imitated the Odyfley ^ in 
the fix laft he propofes the Iliad for his pattern. He himfelf 
gives us notice by the invocation toward the beginning of thisi 
leventb book, that he took this part to. be more important. 
than the firft ; his worcis aie, 

Nothwithftanding which,, by a kind of de/liny common tqr 
moft works, theie fix Ia(l books are not fo much edeemed as. 
the firft fix, and' much lefs read. But, upon a dole exami- 
nation, and upon a general furvey of the whole, I cannot dif— 
cover the^reafon of this. It. i« certain,, that as the poet ha(L 
rjevifed them lefs frequently than the firft, their verfification ir 
not fo peife£l. But.as to their difpofilioB,. their fi6Uons, &c«. 
they are certainly not inferior to the firft. This feventh bock 
upon the whole contains as many pleafingcircumftances a? are 
to be found in • any other : Wfe have in every part of it the 
marvellous, and it is filled- with fo great a variety of events, 
that there are few books where the ftory is more engaging.. 
Its principal part is the review orcatalogue of the fofce«, ami 
it iseafiiy perceived that the poet has here remockably railed 
and exerted hi mfelf . S eg R a i s . 

i; You toOtCa}eta.'\ On the (hore of the Tyrrhene fea, the 
borders of Latfum 5 being that part of the Neapolitan terri- 
tories, which is called Terra 'ki Cavoro, and now Cajeta,- 
Gaeta, a city, with a bay and'promontory of thefame name,, 
dome, with Virgil, derive the name from iEneas's niirie. 
dtrabo deduces it from the Lacedaemonian tongii^, whiclir 
terms all crooked things [lift or a curva] KettetTlA;* Ru«us. 
W Narfi tbs great chUj\] Among the «ncieiU£ the nurfiy 

K 5. M«. 
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Expiring here (an ever-honour'd name !) 

Adorn Helpcria witk immortal fame : 

Thy name ftirvires to pleafe thy penllve ghoft ; ^ 

Thy facred relicks grace the Latian coaft. 

Soon as her funerd rites the prince had paid. 
And rais'd a tomb in honour of the dead ; 
(The Tea fubfidii\g, and the tempefts o'er,) 
He ipreads the Hyiijg fails, and leaves the (hore. i«r 
When, at the clofe of night, foft breezes rife,. 
The moon in milder glory mounts the flcies : 
Safe in her friendly light the navy glides ; 
The fdvcr fplendocs trembling o^er the tides.. 
'>iow by rich Circe's coaft they bend their way,. 15; 
(Circe, fair daughter of the god of day ;) 
A dangerous fhore : the echoing foreAs rung. 
While at the loom the beauteous goddefs fung ^ 
Bright cedar brands fupply her father's rays, 
Perfume the dome, and roand the palace blaze^ 
Here wolves with bowlings fcare the naval train. 
And Uons roar reludUnt to the chain. 



was regarded thsough life as a venerable diara^r. S«e thft 
figure k makes in many of the tiagedies of Sophocles and £up 
I'ipides. 

21. Here tudves^ &c.]. This whole defcription is bor^*- 
rowed from Homer, Ody(f. ip« and^ as Soaliger obierves> 
B. 5* c. 3* highly improved. It muft, fays Pope from Sca-> 
Itger , be confefled, that Ira bomtm, wUcla recufantum^ and( 
the epithets and Ihort defcriptions applied to the nature of 
each favage, are beautiful additions. Virgil likewife differ^ 
from Homert in the manner of the defcription : Homer draws 
the beafts with a gentlenefs of nature ^ Virgril paints thenb 
with the iSercenei^ of favages. The reafon of Homer^s cor« 
du^ is» becaule they fiill retained the fcntiments of men in 
the icim of b^afts^ ^d coDfeipentl^ theij: Dative, tendcrnefs. 

To 
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Here growlkg bears an4 Aviae their ears affright. 

And break the folemn filence of iheiugjit. 

Thefe once were men ; but Circe's charms confine, 2$ 

In brutal fhapes, the huiRan forms divine. 

But Neptune, to i^ure the pious hoft 

From theie dire mongers, this inchanted C0afl» 

Af friendly breeze to every iail fupplies ^ 

And o'er tfe deeps the rapid navy fties.. 3# 

Ndw on her car was gay Aurora bon^e> 
And ocean reddens with the riiing morn ; 
The winds lie hulh'd ; the fwelling furge fubfides ; 
And with their bending oars they labour thro' the tides*. 

From hence the h^ro view*d a range of Woods 5 55 
Thro' the dark fcene roll Tybet's ^tteinng floods ^ 



To this rcmafrfc I (hail fwbjoin, thatVirgHhetglttens thcal- 
legory, by reprefenting thcfe lovers of fenfual pieafiire; not 
only dilguifed m the fhape of beafts, but endued Ukewiie witit 
their favage difpofitions. Not to mention, that the heating 
their roarings at a diftance, a circumftance not found in Ha» 
mer, is veiy af&^ing to the imagination. Milton^ in lu3 
exquUite drama, Comus, had an eye to this pa/fage s 

-^— ^Whence night by night 

He, and his monftrousreat are heard to howl 
iLike ftab^led wolves, or tygers at their prey, 
Doingabhorred rites to Hecate, 
In their obicured haunts of inmofl bowers* 

AndSpenfer, Fairy Queen, B. 2. c. 11. A. 39. 

Ese long they heard an hideous bellowing 
Of many beads, that roar-d outrageoufiy. 

J refer the reader to the whole canto, in which Spcn£er his 
made a fine ufe of this allegory. 

3 5, From benct the terOj] Segrais obferves in his preface , 
that Virgil defignedly introduces this vernal defcription, as a , 
hint that tbe adioa of Uic iS^oid is iaduded in one year. H& , 
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With circling whirlpools urge their winding way. 
And lead their yellow waters to the Tea. 
The. painted birds, that'haunt the gblden^tide. 
And flatter round tho- bank^ on every iide) 4^ 

Along th6 groves in pleafing triumph play. 
And with foft mufic hail the dawning day. 
Smooth o'er the fliaded floods, at his command^ 
The painted gillies glide, and reach the lan4.. 

makes the iTrojan flj^et enter the mouth of the Tyber in the- 
fpring. But this, t believe. Is a refinement. Virgil, that 
the Tyber and its< bonks might- appear in all their beauty, re«-^ 
prefcnts them ^nder the influence of the fweeteft of feafons. 
Thus it is a mere defcription without any reference to the. 
maina^ion. Addifon^ for the fake ofamufing us witba- 
beautiful imafte, has made the tragedy of Cato (which other- 
wife would have employed no longer time than that of thei 
reprefentation) tal^e up one whole d^y. He begins,. 

ThedawAis overcaft, the morning low Vs* Scc^ ^ 

Th^ aftjon begin! in.themorningi butfor thefakeof introi-. 
ducing the image of the fetting fun phyii^g on the glittering 
arms, &c. of Caefar]^ approaching army, we nnuft fuppofe.it. 
'caniedon tptb^evening, Scene4. Aft 5. 

Juba. Lucius, the horfemen are returnM from viewing 
The number, .flrengthand poAure of our foes* 
Who now encamp. within a Ihort hour's march 5. 
On the high poipt of yon bright weftern tow> 
We ken them from anir : the fetti ng fun 
Plays on their Oiining arms and burning helmets,^ 
And -covers all the find with gleams of hre. 

Tha* (inglc epithet fittinjs app^lied.to the ftm,, hinders the play 
frpmbQafting a pcrfeftion, which is almoft conftantly to be. 
fdund in Sopbochs and Euripides $ I mean that of the time- 
being equal to the rcprcfentation. 

42. Daivning day^yVhis beautiful fcene has afforded a. 
-fubjeft to Claude LoRaine for a fine landfchape, now in;. 
l^$L€pUe<%on of Xi0x4 Folkeftone at hta (eat ncar.Saliifaury.. • 
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Now, goddbfs ! aid thy poet, while he fings 4^ 
The ftatc of Latium, and her ancient kings ; 
Her dark confiifions from their birth explores. 
When firft the Trojans reached th* Hefperian fhores. 
Thou, thou, great. Erato ! my-foul ihfpirej. 
To ling each^ furious fight' with equal iire; SP 

A mightier work, a nobler fcene appears ;- 
A long, long feries of deftrudive wars ! 
Kings againft kings engag'd.in dire alarms ! 
And all Hefperia roaz'd to all the rage of arms ! 

Latinus o'er the realm the fway maintain'd ; ' 55 
And long in peace the hoary prince had reign'd ; 
From Faunus and a fair Lauren cian dame, 
A lorely nymph, the mighty-monarch camei 
I^rom Picus, Faunus drew his birth divine ; 
From Saturn he,, great author of the line. 6o> 

49. ThoUi tbouy gnat Erato !'\ Ruasus and foine others ob# 
fcrve, that Virgil invokes the miifc Erato, who prcfidcdover, 
]ove affairs, becaufe the tranfa^ions in this lait part of the* 
^neid, turn, upon the contentions betwixt Tumus and ^ne- 
as, for the fair Lavinia. This obfervation may at firft fight 
appear too refined : 6\]t that Vtrgil here invokes Erato, a» 
the mufe prefiding over love affairs, is evident ; for Nunc ager. 
qm reges Erato , &c. is a tranfcript of that of Apollonius. 

EiJ^' Ay% PVfy E^TiV, '»tf£«9' iTA^fii &c. 

This is the initial verfe of the book, where the amour coqi* 
ihences between Medea and Jafbn.. Apoll6niiis afterwards 
gives a realbn, why he particularly invoked Erato.. 

Thy fongs the rites of Cyprian blifs prDcIaim, ^ . 

Thyfoothing numbers melt the frozen darae, v 

And h(QC€.with lore is ftampt thy favorite name. J^ 
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Fate from this king had fnatchM each blooming ion p 

And one bright daughter heir'd th' imperial throne. 

ilf'ir'd by her matchlefs charms, the youths repair 

From all the realms, around, ta court the fair ; 

Bold Turnus too the royal maid addreft, 64 

Whofe birth and beauty far furpaft the Tell. 

The Latian queeu> to gain £0 brave a ibn^. 

Had made the blooming hero's caufeher own. 

Vain was her aim, for every power divine 

Withftood the match, with many a dreadful lign. yc» 

Amid the court a laurel rofe in air, 
Preferv'd for ages with, religious care ;; 
This venerable plant Latinus found. 
When firft his town withriiing tow'rs he crown'd"; 
(Which thence deriv'd her name,, as records fey ;) 7^5- 
Then made it.facred to the god of day. 
It chanc'd, a cloud of bees in gathering fwarms 
Swept thro^ the flcies, with murmuring hoarfe alarms ; 
Pour'd in, and (fettling on the topmoU bough,). 
Siretch'd down, dependent deep in air below : to* 

In one black lengthening chain together clung„ 
Feet clafp'd in feet, the clullering nations hung« 
On this exclaims an augur — I explore 
A foreign conTort' ftom a diftSnt flior^ ; 
From yon' fame point a fbanger hoft fhallcome ; 85 
And here their prince ihall reig&in xMs imperial d6me» 

Yet mofe; while ehafle Lavinia, attheihrine. 
Bums od'rotts incenfe to the powers divine ; ' 
As by her father flood the royal fair. 
The fires flew rounds aad caught her waving.hair : 90 
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O'et all her rich embroidered garments roll^ 
The wanton- flame, and crept- thra' every fold,;. 
Then, crackling, thro' her crown vidlorious plays ;. • 
The gems run melting in the golden blaze : 
Around the fair the dancing glories ftray'd, qt 

And lambewt fires involved the lovely maid ; 
Then from her beauteous head enlarging grew. 
Wide and more wide^ and round the palace flew*. 
From this ftrange fign, portentous to behold^ 
Th'aflonifii'd fcer furpriflng truths foretold, ioo> 

That blight with fameihjould fliine the glorious fak^ 
But thro' the nations fpread the flameseof war.. 

Mean time the king, aftonifli'd at the fign, 
Haftes taconfult his prcfcient * fire divine. 
In dark Albunea's fli&des, fupreme of woods ! f m 
Where from her fountains boil fulph jreous floods ; 
Thick from her flreams the clouds of poifon rife. 
And, charg'd wi4^ heavy- vapours, load the £kies. 
Here, in diflrefs, th' Italian nations come. 
Anxious, toclear their doubt8,.ami learn their doom. 1 1 a- 

9^. Tbro^ ber cro'Wfi.']: Father Hardbuin attempts to prove 
from this paflage, that the .^Ejieis was the work of modcra 
impoftorS:^ but at the fame time greatly «betrays his own ig, 
norance of ancient cuftonas. How can a kind's daughter, fay* 
he, be reprefented with a crown upon her head, before that 
infigtte was ever ufed ? Befides, he adds, no« w(xnan is to be 
fecn with a crown oitcoins, *lill the 13th century j and thence 
concludes, that the -^neid was compofed after that time. 
But it is notoriou<;, that thofe who fact iHced, whether kingi 
or private perfons, always performed that ceremony with a 
crown on their heads. La Cerda thinks, that Lavinia is her©, 
reprefented crowned according to the ancient cuftom. of uk^ 
gins, when they were about to marry,. 

. • Faunus,. 
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Firft^ on the fleeces of the flaughter'd fheep. 

By night the facred prieft diflblves in fleep : 

When, in a train, before his flumbcring eye. 

Thin, airy forms, and wond'rous vifions fly. 

He calls the pow*rs, who gaard th* infernal floods ; 1 1 5 

And talks, infpir'd, familiar with the gods. 

To this dread oracle the prince withdrew. 

And iirft a hundred iheep the monarch Hew ; 

Then on ^eir fleeces lay ; and from the wood 

He heard diftinft thefe accents of the god : 'i 20 

Seek not a native prince, my ion, nor wed 
Thy royal daughter to a Latian.bed.. 

III. OHthefieecesoftheJlaugtter''^/be€p.] This folemn dfe- 
fcription of confulting the aid gad FaunuSf the lying in the 
temple upon the fluns of the facrificed iheep, the feeing phantoms 
gliding along, and the hearing an aweful voice from the depth 
of the foreft, are all of them circumftances inexprefllbly af- 
fe^ine to the imagination.* It was a fuperftitious cuflom 
among the ancients, to fleep in the temples of the gods whom 
they conful ted, by way of obtaining their answers in dreamf. 
Spenfer alludes to this ceremony, (Fairy Queen, B. 5. c. 7.) 
where Britomart fleeps in the templeof Ifis. 

Strabo, lib. 16. has fpoken concerning the temple of Jerafa- 
lem, as a jplace of this nature ; << where (fays he) the people 
** either dreamed for themfelvcs, or procured fome good 
*' dreamer to do it." By which it fliould feem (fays Pope) 
that he had read foraething concerning the vifions of their 
prophets, aa that which Samuel had when he was ordered a 
third time to fleep before the ark, and upon doing fo, had an 
account of the deflru£lion of £li*s houie : or that which hap- 
pened to Solomon after having facrificed before the ark at Gi- 
iSeon. The fame author has alfo mentioned the temple of Ser 
rapis, in Book 17. as a place for receiving oracles by dreams.. 
' 121. Seek not a nati've prince.'] This anfwer is given by; 
Faunus himfelf, and not by the oaks which Latlnus confultedil 
Xhh adds a.weight and importance to, the oracle*. 



-y 
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A foreign chief appears, of mighty fame, 

Whoferace to heav'n fliall raife our glorious name ; 

O'er either ocean (hall their empire run, 1 25 

Beyond the radiant journeys of the fun. 

In every clime their ftandards are unfurl'd ? 

And, proftrate at their feet, fhaU lie the trembling world! 

Thefe anfw^rs of the god, reyeal'd by night. 
The king divulg'd, and fame difplay '^ to light ; 1 30 
Spread the glad tidings all the nations o'er ; 
When now the Trojan navy reach'd the ihore. 

The hero with his A)n and chiefs had laid 
Their limbs at eafe beneath a cooling fhade ; 
Then, didated by Jove, the banquet fpread 13J 

On cakes of flour along the verdant mead ; 
The flender cakes the ^fy Trojans load 
With fruits anflere, and i;^ldings of the wood t 
Thefe fcanty viands foon confum'd, the crew* 
CompcU'd by hunger, on their tables flew ; 
Full eager they devour'd, by want diftreft^ 
The frail fupporters of the failing feaft. 
When with a laugh, Afcanius— we devour 
The plates and boards on which we fed before. 

135. Tbin, dilated h^ Jove^ &c.] Founders of coloniet 
€Uffht to accuftom thcmfelves to live upon a little ; the woods 
and wild fcenes where they geoerally land, mnft neceflarily 
afford but a favage kind of food and entertainment. 

Catron, 
143. HHjen fivitb a laugby AfcanmS'—fwe de^nntr " 

7T>e plates and boards on nvbkb nvefed before,"] 

This will be a proper place to infei-t fome obfervations of Adr 
dilbh, which will be of great fervice in explaining and illn- 
ftrating^ not only this, but many otiier f affages in thfi poem^ 
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Th' aiifpiciou^ words his fire in rapture took, 14.5, 

And weigh'd what once the oracle had ipoke:: 



The ftory of iCneaSy- on which Vircit' founded' hit poemjtf 
was very bare oC circumibaces, and by that means asorded^ 
him opportunity of embellifhing it with fi6lion, and giving a 
ftail range to his own invention. We imdt, however, that he* 
has interwoven, in the courie of his fablc» the principal par- 
liculsrs^ which were generally believed among the Konians,.. 
ef ^neas's voyage and fettlement in Italy. The reader may 
find an abrid^ent of the whole Apry, as coUcAed out of th» 
ancient hiftorians, and as it was received among the Romans, in 
Dionyfius Halicamaflcus. Since none of tHe critics have con* 
iidered Virgirs fable» with relation to this htftory of ifineas, 
it may not be perhaps amifs to examine it in this light, fo far 
4is regards my prefent pui-pofe. Whoever looks into the a- 
hridgment abovementionod, will find thai the charafier of 
^neas is filled with piety to tHe gods> and a fuperliitious# 
•bfervation of prodigies, oracles, and prediflions ;• Virgil has 
not only preferved this chara^er w the pei^ftm c^ iEneas, but 
has given a place in his poem to thofe |^kitic«^r prophecies^ 
which he found recorded of him in hiftory and tradition. 
The poet took the matters of ia6l as they came down to him, 
and circumftanced th^m after his own manner, to make them, 
appear the more natural, agreeable, or flirprifing. I believe 
very many readers have been fhdcked at that ludicrous pro- 
phecy, which one of the harpyes pronoimcea to the Trotant 
m the third book, namely, that before they had built their 
intended city, they fhould be reduced by hunger to eat theiir 
very tables.. Bat when they hear that this was one of the 
circumftances that had been tranfmitted to the Romans in the 
hiftory of ./£neas, they wiH think the poet did very well in 
taking notice of it. The hiftorian abovementioned acquaint* 
us, a pcophetefs had foretold ^£neas, that be fhould take his. 
voyage weftwai'd, till his companions ihoutdeattheif tables s 
and that accordingly, upon his landing in Italy, as they were 
eatin|^ their flelhupon cakes of bread for want cf other conve- 
inencies, they afterwards fed upon the cakes themfelves » 
upon which one of the company faid menily, we are eating 
pur tables. They immediately took the hint, fays the*"hiflo-. 
fian, and concluded the prophecy to be fulfilled. As Virgilf 
did not think it proper to omit fo material a particular in the 

hiftoci 
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liaU hapj^y nealm« which fate fo long has ow^d I 
All hail, he cry'd, each g4iardian Trojan god ! 
M.y fire, when fair Elyfium bleA my eyes» 
Did thus difclofe the fecrets of the ikies : 1 50 

^* When,, prefl by raging famine, yoa devour 
** Your boapds, impatient^, on a foreign fliore; 
•^ There thy long labours fliall with peace be crownM r 
^ There build thy town^ and raife the ramparts round«^^ 
This is the famine that the &tes foreihow» IJH 

And this the place to terminate our woe. 
Then bend we from the port, at dawn of day», 
Qur eager fteps,. and flrike a different way. 
To view the land,, the cities to explore. 
And know what nations hold the fated fhore.. ifo: 
Now place again thagoblets on the boai4 i* 
Be great Anchifes honoured and ador'd,. 
And pour the winei to heav'n's almighty lord.. 



fciftory of ^neas, it may he worth while toconfidcrj with ho^ 
much judgment he has qualified if , and taken ofFevei^ thnig 
that might have s^f^eared improper for a paii^ge in an hesoic 
poem. The pfophetefs, who foretells it, is an hungry harpy, 
as- the pcrlbn who difcovers it is the young Aicanius. 

Heus etiam men/as confumimus^ inquit Julus. 

$uch an obfervation^ whi/ch is beautiful in the mouth of a boy, 
would have been ridiculous from any other of the company. 
The violare manu informs us, that the ancients looked upon 
"their tables as faci:ed things* 

14.7. Hail happy, "[ The original is blc patria efi : Catrou 
translates thefc words, ^This u our ancient country \ meanings 
that the Trojans were defcended from Dardanus, who was aa^ 
Italian. This interpretation adds much greater dignity to^ 
the fentiment, than if we underftand it (imply, as moil of the. 
intprj rcters^do, that, thi* w the cmntrj due to m/t hyfatu 
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Then, while the verdant boughs his temples grace^ 
The prince ador'd the Genius of the^lace ; rdy 

The NymphSy and unknown pow'rs that rule the Roods', 
And facred Earth, great iburce of all the gods ; 
And aweful Night ; with her the ilars that rife. 
To gild her face, and beautify the ikies ; 
And Jove, the guardian god of Troy, implores, 176 
And the great mother of th* etherial pow'rs ; 
His mighty parents laft, with honours crown'd 
In heav'n above,- and Erebus profound. 

The hero's vows th' almighty heard froih hfgli, 
And thrice- he thunder'd from an azure fcy; tj^ 

And fliook, majeftic as the thunders rolPd*, 
A fiery cloud, that blaz'd with beams of gold'. 

Now thro' the Trojan hoft the news had flown^ 
The day was come to raife their promised town;^ 
All, warmM with transport at the happy fign, 1 80 
Indulge the feafl, and quaff the generous wine. 

Soon as the morning fhot a purple ray, . 
And tipp'd the mountains with the beams of dayv 
By different ways the bufy train explore 
The bounds, the cities, and the winding ihore. 185 

1 S4. By different ive^s*'] Scaliger, Book 3. of his Poet. ob« 
lerves, that there is a general reiemblance between Ulyi&s in 
Homer, and i^neas in Virgil j and that ^neas a6U in the 
fame manner as UlyfTes. The hero of the Greek poet,. Ody AT. 
%o, mounts a cliff after his arrival in the ide of Circe, to fee 
if he could difcover any maiks of culture, and to liften if he 
c«uld hear any human voice. This is a pleating image j. and, 
as Euftathius cbferves, Ulyffes himfelf takes a general view of 
idle idand, but fends his companions for a more panicular in- 
formation. However, the firft mentioned critic remarks upon 
the whole, Fufior & latior Homerus imjenietuVi fi3hr Virgu 
liuif & xwmeris aftriS'wr. Foet. B. 5« c. 3. 
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Here dwell theXatian line ; there Tybcr flows ; 
And here thy facrcd ftream, Numicus, rofe. 

Now fent the Trojan prince (a peace to gain) 
A hundred y6uths feledted from the train, 
With prefents for the king. Without delay, 190 

All crown'd with olives took their fpeedy way, 
l^ean time the chief defign*d th' allotted ground 
For tlie new town, ^nd drew the trench abound & 
High to^i^'-rs and ramparts all the place inclofej 
/Lnd, like a camp, the fudden city rofe. ipy 

Now the commiifipn'd youths proceed \vrith hafte, 
Jind fpy the lofty Latian fpires at laft. 
Before the gate, the blooming adlive ,i^r^ 
Or break.the fiery courier tp the rein. 
Or whirl the chariot o'er the dufty p.bin 5 .^00 

Or bend the bow, or tofs tl\e wti^szipg fpear. 
Or urge the race, or wage the mimic war. 
When lo ! a meffengcr/ difpateh'd with fpeed. 
Spurs to the Latian court his panting ftccd. 
And tpld tl)ije mpxiarch vfhzt illuftrious guefts :^c^ 

Arriv'd from foreign lands in foreign vefts. 
The monarch fummon'd all the train, and fhoi^, 
jki ftate majeftic on the regal throne. 



,192. iMean time thethief.l The ancients generally marked 
,the limits of their cities or encampments with a plough. This 
they drew round in a circle s hence fome imaeine, that urhs 
IS derived from orbis, or urbum, which is the plough- tail. 
Urbare^ (acc9rding to Varro) is ar^tro definire, 

a 00. Or^ivbirl,] See Milton's fecond book bf Paradifi: 
X*oft, ver. 5*8. where the fports of the fallen angeU aic4lV' 
firribed w\th equal pomp ana propriet. 
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'iilgh o'er die town, furroflnded hy a wood^ 

Old Picus'venierable palace ftoody-r~ «i^ 

■Auguftand aweAil ! proudly rofe, around, 

A hundred column's, and the ftrudture cro^'d. 

Here kings receiv'd thetypcsof royal pow'r, 

The crown and fcepter, and the robes they wore. 

This was their temple ; this, their court of ftate, 315 

-Here at their facred feafb the fathers fete ; 

And in long orders, as theirthrones they fill'd. 

Oh ofFer'd rams their annual banquets held. 

Before the gates a venerable band. 

In cedar cairv'd, th^^ Ltftian monarchs Hand. 220. 

Sabinus there, who preft the feaining wine. 

Extends 'Jthe hook that pruned the generous vine : 

The front old Italus and Saturn grace, 

Andhoary Janiis with his double face ; 

AX^. Hen kings, 1 The ancients generally held their afTem- 

^lies for coAfultifig about ftate-af&i^s in their temples. Thus 

Dido gave audience to the Trojans in 'tht temple of Juno, 

Booki. SIX* 

^16. Here at their facred feajis^l Perpetmiconjidere men-' 

sj^x. Dr. Trapp'traniUtes tit, 

in order fate 



Along the boards- 



In this manner c^ fitting there was no diftinflion of feSits. This 
too was the mann«r of dining among our anceftors, when the 
gorgeous feaftt was v(as Milton defcribes it) ferved up in hail 
ifyfrwers and fenefcbalU ; before the noble fpirit of British 
hofpitality gave way to the minute fopperies of France, 
Ferpetuitergo bovisy B. .8. ver. 183. is to be underftood an ox 
continued, not cot or divided into paits 1 ^;^/«i, i.e. per^ 
fetim extenfi. 

4x9. Before the gates, "] There is a venerable air of anti-^ 
quity, and of a primeval (iraplicity in this defcription of the 
palace of Latinus, that is highly amufing ; efpecially the ftatiies 
of the firft old kings of Latium. It muil have been peculiarly 
affe^ing to the Romans, to read this account of their iimple 
anceftort. 
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And nuDijraa ancient monarchy prond to bear 22{ 
In their dear country's caufe the wounds of war. 
Hung on the pillars, all around appears , 

A row of trophieS) helmets, ihields, and fpears. 
And folid bars, and axes keenly bright, 
.And naval beaks, and chariots feiz'd in fight. ^JA 

With his divining wand in foleinn ftate, 
'With robes fuccin^ the royal Picus fate. 
Fierce in hiscar of old he fwept the field,; 
And (till. the hero grafps the fhining ihield. 
Him beauteous Circe lov*d, but lov'd in vain ; 435 
TThVenchantrefs dame, rejcftcd with difdain, 
Transformed the haplefs monarch, in defpair, 
Chang'd to a painted bird, and fent to flit in air. 

Thtts^fat the fov'reign in the pompous ^e, 
^nd gave adQuflion to the Dardan train. 240 

r 

128. Aroiv rfttophtest &c.3 Imitated by Statius, Thch* 
«B. 7. ver. 57. in his defcription of 4he boufe of Mars, which 
4. take to be one of the fineft parages of that author.] 
Terr arum exwvi^circumt tS jaftigia temfli 
Capta infignibant getttes, catataquefrrro 
fragmha portarum; btUatricefque carina y 
' Et<vacui currus, protritaque currikus ora* 
Dryden, afid Chaucer before him, have borrowed fevcral cir- 
rcumftances in defchbing die temple of Mars, in the knight^ 
'tate, from the above reprefentation of Statios. Spenfer> 
Fairy Q^een, B. 3. c. 11. ^. 52. finely applies a defcription 
of this kmd. HeJs irprefenting the keufe of Bufyrane, dedi* 
cated to the power of love. 

' And all about, the eliftening walles were hong 
With warlike fpoyles, and with vi^orious prayes 
Of mighty conquerors, and captaines ftrong. 
Which were whylom captived in their daies 
To cniell love, and wrought their own decayes } 
Their fwords, and fpeares were Wke, and hauberque% 
rent. 



\ 
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T.hcn to th* illuilrioi»5 ftrangers, from the throne^ 
The prince with mitd benevolence begun. 

Say, noble Trojans, for we knew your najne 
And ancient race, before your navy came ; 
What caufe your fleet to Ladum .could convey, 24.^ 
WJiat call, thro* iuch a length of watry way ? 
Or were your gallies wide in ocean loft ? 
Or driven by tempefts on th* Hefperian coaft t 
Such dangers oft befall the train who ridje 
O'er the wild deeps, and ftem the furious tide, 250 
Youchfafe to be our gueHs, and Latium grace ; 
For know, our generous hojpitable race. 
By Saturn form'd, from hm their manners draw, 
Juft without ties, and good without a law. 
From old Auruntian fagcs once, our cars ;tj 5 

IJave heard a tale, tho' funk in length of yewjs i 

%^l,Whiit caufe ycur fleet.'] Thus Polyphemus addrcflts 
UlyfcSj and his crjBvv. 

What are ye guefts ? on what advejiture, fay^ 

Thus far ye wander in the watry way ? 

Pirates, perhaps, who feck thro' feas unknown _ 

The lives of others, and expofe your own. 

Pope'^s Odyflf. 9* 300. 
La Cerda obferves, that Virgil in Xatinus^s fpecch is more 
polite ^n his fuppofitions concerning the Trojans, than the 
Greek poet in the addicfs of Polyphemus, To this I anfwer, 
iin vindication of 'Corner, that it is quite in the chara61tr of the 
r^ivage giant Polypheme, to a(k the Greeks, whether they were 
pirates.- "Swch a ftifpicion with rTgard to thefe new guefts^ , 
V'culd have betn fliocklng and abfurd in a civiliftd mpnaixh. 
Add to this, that Polyphemt's qucftion was very natural, as 
piracy waS a common 'pra6lice among the ancients, and was 
rot locked upon as adiflicnourable employment. Thucydidcs 
fays, that even in his time there were feveial .uncivilifed coun- 
tries in Greece, whofe inhabitants lived both by fca and land, 
after the old barbarous manner.— T» VA^cuv 7£/^» F€^ 
fiiTeu* Lib. I. ^ '' 

2 
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Thefe realms the birth of Dardanus could boaft. 

Who failM from hence, andreachM your Phrygian coaft* 

He left the Tafcan realms, and now on high 

Dw^ells in the ftarry manAons of the iky : 260, 

Call'd from this nether world to heavVs abodes, — 

He reigns above, a god among the gods ! 

O prince divine ! great Faunus' glorious fbn ; 
(Thus, to the king, Ilioneus begun ;) 
Nor flars mifled our fleets, nor tempefls toft, tSp 

Nor wide we wander'd to the Latian coaft. 
But our detemin'4 courfe, fpontaneous bore,. 
With one fixt purpofe, to this friendly ihore $ 
Driv'n from the nobleft empire o^er the fea«« 
That the bright fun in ail his race furveys. tj9 

We and our prince derive our birth divine 
From Jove the fource of our etherial line 5 
And at the godlike chiePs command we come» - 
His fuppliant envoys to this regal dome. 
Thofe, who beyond the bounds of ocean hurl'd, 275 
Poffefs that wild unhofpitable world ; 

264. Tbusj'td the J^ng, Ilioneus,] Ilioneus i« evieiy where in« 
troduced as the fpeaker : in the iirft book, where he addrefTed 
Dido, he is (tiled Maximus Ilioneus, ver. 525. Servius ob- 
ierves, that Virgil has not made him an orator without rea- 
fon : for Homer tells us^ that Phorbas, the father of Ilioneus* 
always fought under the patronage and protection of Mercu^ 
ry > the god of eloquence* 

This addrefs of Ilioneus, on the arrival of the Trojans, 
([fays Catrou) (hews the complete orator. It is not ^neas | 
it is Dardanus himfelf whojs returned to his country : it is 
he whom the oracles direfled to fearch out the Tyber ^ it it 
2>ardanu8 that offers thefe prefents to Latinui. 

VoL.IIJ. U 
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And thofe who glow beneath the' burning zone, 
.Beneath the fiery chariot of the fun» 
Have heacdy and heard with terror frcun a-far. 
What a dire ddoge^ what a ftorm of war, 280 

With ruin charged, and furious to deflroy. 
From Greece burft thundering o'er the realms of Troy ; 
When Europe Ihook proud Afiawith alarms. 
And fate fet two contending worlds in armSr 
Snatch*d from that ftorm« to roll around the floods, 285 
We beg fomt place* to fix our wand'ring gods ; 
Some vacant region, you^th eaie can fpare ; 
The common ufe of water, earth, and air. 
Nor fhall this new alliance bring diTgrace, 
rSut add new glories to tV Italian race ; 299 

Nor Latium Oxali repent the kind fupply. 
Nor fhall the-dear remembrance ever die. 
Now by. our potent glorious prince I fwear. 
As true in peace as dreadful in the war : 
Tho* now as fuppliants at thy throne we ftand, 293 
With humble pray'rs and olives in our hand. 
Yet many nations, prince, invite our train. 
And our alliance court, but court in vain. 
For know, the gods, the mighty gods command 
The fons of Troy to feek the Latian land. 300 

ToTyber's flood great Phoebus urgM our way. 
Where fpring Numicus' facred (beams to day 7 
Here Dardanus was born, of heav*nly flrain ; 
Hence, iirfl he came, and now returns again. 
Yet more— thefe prefents from the Trojan king, joc 
Thefe rcliques of his former ilatc we brin^. 
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Snatch'd from devouring flames — his fire» of <rid» 

Pour'd due libations from this bowl of gold : 

In thefe rich robes the royal Priam flukie. 

And gave the law, majeftic, from the throne : } 19 

This crown, this fcepter, did the monarch wear ; 

Thefe veils were laboor'd by the Trojan f^dr. 

He ceas*d — the fov'reign paus'd in thought profound^ 
And iixt his eyes unmov'd upon the ground. 
His daughter's fortunes all his mind employ, ^i^ 

And future empire, not the gifb from Troy. 
Deep in his mind the prophecy he roll'd. 
And deemed this chiei^ the ion die gods foretold. 
The mighty hero long foredoomed by fate 
To (hare the glories of the regal ftate ; — 3ta 

From whom a race, victorious by their fwords, 

* 

Should rife in time, the world^s maj^iUc lords : 

Then joyful fpoke : May heav'n our counfels blcfe. 

And Its own omens, with the wiih'd fuccefs ! 

Well pleased, my friends, your preients I receive, 325^ 

And free admiffion in my kingdqpis give ; 

Nor iball ygu want, while I the throne enjoy, 

A land as fruitful as the fields of Troy. 

But let your godlike prince, if he requeft 

Our royal friendfhip, be our honoured guell ; 339 

315. Kts daughter's. '^ The chara6leriftic of Latiaus is pie- 
ty, and a religious obfervance of orades ; of vrhich, he here 
ciifcovers a fignal infiance. He does not regard the gifts nor 
ftory of the Trojans, lb much as he is at once tranfported at 
the thoughts of marrying his daughter, according to the di« 
ledlion of thegods. 

L 2 
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The peace he afks in perfon he may bring. 

Go then — report this meflkge to your king.—-* 

A beauteous daughter in her bloom is mine. 

Forbid to wed in our Anfonian line : 

This all our native oracles deny » | ] 5 

And every dreadful omen of the iky. 

jRrom foreign fhores, a foreign ion appears, 

Whofe race ihall lift our ^lory to the ftars. 

Your prince, the deflin'd chief the fates require. 

Our thoughts divine, and we, my friends, deiire. 340 

He faid, and order'd fteeds, to mount the band ; 
In lofty flails three hundred couriers ftand^ 
Their ihining fides widi crimfon cover'd o'er ; 
The iprightly fteeds embrpider'd trappings wore, 

1 333* if heauietms daftgbtirJ] It looks very ungallant to us 
modems, for a great king to o/Ter his daughter to a ftranger, 
Vfhcm he had never fo much as (cen. But the manners oi the 
ancients were different from ours : befides, we muft remem- 
jber what goes before % 

Et ceteris Taunt vol*vtt fub fe8ore fmrt^m* 
Hunc ilium fatis &c.— — 

And even now he does not offer his daughter, hut only relates 
the oracle, and believes, and hopes, it is to be interpreted in 
favour of iCneas. Tyranm^ in the original, (ignifies only 
king, as it frequently does both in Latin and Greek writers. 
^ 34». In Ufiy flails,'] Virgil hardly ever incidentally men-' 
tions a horfe, but he takes occafion to dwell for fonie time on 
t^e beauty, furniture, or other circumftances belonging to 
^his noble animal. The joy of Turnus at feeing his horfes ap- 
proaching is mutually fhared by the poet himfelf, and muft be 
Jikewife by every reader of taile. "^ 

Pofcit equos gaudetque tuem ante Qrafrementes^ &c. 

B. la. %%, 
The third Geor^ic is not the only part of Viigirs works, where 
ke has done juftice to a creature for which, it is plain; he ba^ 
n jpartiiculaf love and cftscm* 
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With golden chains, refulgent to behold ; J4J 

Gold were the bridles, and they champ'd on goM. 
But to their prince he fent a glorious car> 
With two diftinguilh'd courfers for the war ; 
Fierce as they flew, their noftrils breath'd a fire ; 
Thefe Circe ftole from her celeftial fire, J 50 

By mortal mares on earth, who, ail unknown, 
Mixt with the flaming courfers of the fun. 
PleasM with the monarch's gift, their fteeds they prefs^ 
And to their anxious lord return with peace. 

But Jove's imperial queen, from Argos far, 355 
Rides on the whirlwinds thro' the fields of air« 
From proud Pachynus* point, her eyes explore 
*rhe Trojan prince, and all his fleet on fliore. 
The bulwarks rife, the troops pofl!efs the flrand, 
Defert the fhips, and pour upon the land ; 36b 

'She flood in anguifli fixt, and fliook her head. 
Then, fir'd with* rage, the wrathful goddefs faid : 

Curft race :— a race I labour to deftroy !-- 
But Juno finks beneath the fates of Troy ! 
Did not the captives break the vigor's chain ? 565 
Did not her flaughter'd fons revive again ? 

359. The hul^^arks rife,"] Ong* 

Moltrijam teSa 'videt, jam fidere terra, 

Catroti, Ruaeiis, Scrvius, and moft of the printed copies read 
Jidert 5 Pierius affirnis that Jidere is found in moft of the old 
books : fidere certainly gives a ftrongcr idea. Heinfms would 
Ttzd findere terram 5 but there is no neceffity or authority for 
fuch a conje^lure. 

365. Did not the captives y — &c. ] 

Sum cafti potuere capi ? num incenfa cremavit 
Troja viros ? 

L 3 Ire- 
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Did they not fqrcc> when Troy in alhes lay^ 

Through fires and armies their viftorious way ? 

What— heav'n's great emprefs flags, by toils oppreft \ 

Or fure, her glutted vengeance lies at reft I ^37© 

And yet I dar'd purfue the banifh'd train 

Thro' the laft founds of Neptune's watry reign. 

With ropks, with gulphs, with thunders from on high. 

With all the.ftorms of ocean and the iky. 

Jn vain with ftorms I rous'd the roaring main ; 3^75 

Earth, iki^s, and oceans wag'd my war in vain. 

Jn vain dire Scylla thunder'd o'er, the fea ; 

Nor could the vaft Charybdis bar the way, 

Por lo !. in Tyber's flopd their navies ride, 

Mock iny revenge^ and triumph o'er the tide. j %% 

w 

I remember, 0iys Trapp, I have heard a mojft ingenious and 
judicious critic, (the late Mr. Smith of Chrift- Church) obje^ 
againft this paflage, as fomewhat trifling and jingling, and 
more like one of Ovid's turns, than Virgirs majcftic fentences, 
But perhaps there is no reafon for this reflexion. 

In this particular I cannot fcibear difienting from Dr. 
Trapp, and thinking the lines inquejftion are top jingling and 
full of conceit, fo oppolite to Virgirs ufual dignified fimpli- 
>city of ftyle. This playing upon words is much likt that of 
Milton. 



•And unfrequented left 



His righteous altar, bowing lowly down- 
To beftia) gods ; for which their heads as low 
Bow d down in battle— Parad. Loft, B. i. ver. 433. 

I rouft confefs there is fome fentiment in Virgil's jingle, and 
iomething of pafilon implied in it. After all it is furprifing 
that our poet ihould be fo c)ofc an imitator of £nniu$, as to 
»dopt his faults } 

Sua nee Dardaniis camfis potuere pertre ; 
if cum capta capi, nee cum conibufta cremari. 

Enn.An. X*. lo* 
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And yet the god of battles could efface^ 

For one negle£ly the Lapithsan rate. 

For one negleft, did Jove hunfclf refigii 

To Dlan's wrath the Calydonian line. 

But I> the queen fupreme of gods above, 385 

The mighty confort of imperial Jove, 

In vain for years one nation have purfu'd ; 

Nayiby one £bgle mortal am fubdu'd ! 

Yet, tho* my pow'rs arc baffled, will I try 

Whatever powers in nature's circle lie, 390 

What ! tho^ the partial hcav'ns my aims repel, 

I'll raife n^w forces from the depths of hell ! 

What !— -^f the Trojan muH in Latium reign 1 

What !-— >if the fates a regal bride ordain I 

Yet, may I ftill the nuptial rite delay, . 395 

And by a leqgth of wars defer the day. 

Yet, fhall the people bleed ; the kings 0iaU reign. 

The lonely monarchs of an empty plain ; 

Yet (hall the father and the fon make good 

Their league of friendihip, iu their fubjefls blood; 400 

In 1^ mixt blood of nations fhall be paid. 

At large, thy dreadful dow'r, imperial maid ! 

401. In the mix'd.l Thus E uripides, Hippol. Coron. v«r. 

Xmodem \furentim\ ut Raccbam, 
Cum fan^uine^ ^ cum fiuM% 
Cruent^gue HymmMif 
dUm^mrftio [fc» HercvU] Vtnm diiit* 

h 4 Tli^re 
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Wed theii*«*\vith ever/ fatal omen wed : 

Bellona waits thee to the bridal bed« 

The queen of lote, like Priam's royal dame, 40^5 

For Ilion hasconceiv'd a iecond flame. 

A Paris, fprung from Venus, fhall dcftroy 

Once more with fatal fires, the tow'rs of Troy. 

This faid, to earth Ch' impetuous goddefs flies, 

Inflam'd with rage and vengeance, from the ikies $410 

Looks down, and, bending o'er the baleful cell. 

Calls dire Ale£to from the realms of hell. 

Crimes, frauds and murders are the fiend's delight^ 

The rage of death, and flaughters of the fight. 

So fierce her looks ! fuch terrors from her eyes ! 41c 

Kound her grim front fuch monflrons ferpents rife I 

She fcares ev'n Pluto, her immort^ fire j; 

Her iifler furies tremble and retire. 

Thefe litres in Virgil are (Irong to the higheft degree, an<J 
come with great weight from a deity of Juno^s authority^ 
They arc indeed a noble preparative to the bJoody and event* 
if'ul war occafioned by JLavinia, and which takes up the enfu-' 
ing part of the pM^n. Virgil, of alj poet;:, knows beft 
the proper times^ and occs^ons when to exert himfeif and 
give a loofe to his poetic enthufiarm, 
417, Sbs fcares ev^nPbtto,'] 

Odit &f ipfe pater Pluto/i, odere forores 
, Tartar e0i mouftru m ■ ■ -^ 



The thought of Pluto himfelf hating this terrible monfter, if 
nobly conceived : the tiwiflator i tliink has finely improved it, 
by faying that Pluto and her infernal fiders were afraid of her. 
Such heightenings are doubtlcfs very allowable. Sp^nfer 
fpeaks of Echidna in the fame ftyle. 

Echidna is a monller direful dread, 
Whom gods dcr hate, and- heavens abhor to fee | 
So hideous is her fhape, fo huge her head, 
^ That even the heliiih fiends affrighted bee. 
At fight thereof^- and from her prefence flee. 

Fairy Queen, B. 6. €.(• {.vo 
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Then licav'n*s great queen, againft the Trojan train, 
Inflam'd her native rage, and thus began : 423 

Daughter of night ! thy potent aid I claim 
To guard my honour, and fapport my fame. 
Oh ! let not Troy her powVs to Latium bring, • 
Nor with this match amufe her eafy king. 
'Tis thine, the peace of brethren to confound, 42 j^ 

To arm their hands, and (pread definition round ; 
Thro' kindling houfes, towns and realms to bear 
The torch of difcord, and the flames of war. 
To thee a thoufand noxious arts are known. 
And every form of mifchief is thy own. 430 

Roufe, roufe the fury in thy foul ! excite 
The chiefs, and kindle all the rage of fight ! 
DifTolve the peace; and iir'd by dire alarms. 
Bid the mad nations rufh to blood and arms ? 

Scarce had (he fpoke, when ifudden from her eyes, 435 
Smear'd with Gorgonean blood, the fury flies 
Sublime ; and tow'ring o'er the palace foars ; 
Then Hands unfeen before Amata's doors ; 
While grief and wrath the raging queen employ. 
For Turnus, injured by the match with Troy. 440 

421. Daughter,"] One cannot forbear obferving the fire, fbi- 
rit and propriety of this fpeech : and with what force the cna-* 
raster of the enraged Juno is fupported. 

435. Sudden from her e^es,"] Virgil does not give his readers 
any anfwer of the fury : fhe is filent, but inSmediately'exe- 
cutes the orders of Juno. Great is the art of knowing how to 
introduce fpceches in epic poetry, or to omit them with pro* 
priety and decorum^ Catrov* 
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Here ftopjt die ^end ; and, difcord all her vijew, 

S|iatch'd from her Kiffing lockf, a fnake flie threw ; 

And thro' l^.innioft foul the fiery ferpent flew. 

Unfelty the inonftergUde^ thro' every veft. 

And breathes the fecret poiibn in her breaft. 445 

Now like a fillet, round her temples roird, 

14ow round her boibm, like a chain of gold. 

Kowtoker trefles he repair^, and there 

Thrids every ringlet of her golden hair. 

Thus while her kindling foul the peft inspires 450 

With the firft fparkks of her fatal fires, 

fcfpti the bofom of the ipyal dame 

jPelt the full furies of th' inferiial flanae. 

She fpeaks her grief, in accents foft and mil4» 

Implores the fire, and forro ws o'er her child : 45 ^ 

And muft Lavinia then^ our only joy. 

Wed with this wandering fugitive of Troy ? 

And can a father UTue the decree. 

So fatal to himfelf, to her and me ? 

For fure the pirate foon will be^ away 460 

With the firft rifing wind the lovely prey. 

Such, fuch agueft of old, the Phrygian boy 

Bore ravifli'd Helen to the tow'rs of Troy. 

Where, where is friendfhip, truth iand honour now ? 

A %lier*« prosnife, and a monarch's vow f 465^ 

446. Nonv, like a fillet,'] Admirable is this defcription, 
crpecially thofe dreadful circumftances of the ferpent*s gliding 
thro^ all the queen^s garroeftts, and winding round her 
terap7es like a fillet, and round her bofom ! &c. Jngentibus 
exata moi^ris, is prodigious, meaning that A)e faw a thou« 
fand horrible fhapes crowding upon her. Obfenre the conn- 
prehenfivc concifcnefs of tnfelisc^ 
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If thy great firc?6 commands have fixt th/mind^ 

To chufe fome hero of a foreign kind : 

Then every kind, my lord, and every land . 

Are foreign, that are free from Our command; 

And if we trace brave Tornus* blood, he fprings 470 

From a long line of ancient Argive kings. 

Thus arg'd the mother, in a mournful ftrain. 
Her loud complaints, yet urg'd them all in vain. 
But now the fpreading poifon, fir'd her whole, 
Ev'n to the laft receifes of her fouL 475 

In her wild thoughts a thoufand horrors rife ; 
And fierce, and madding round the ilreets (he flies. 
So the gay ftriplings la(h in eager fport, 
A top, in- giddy circles, round a court. 
In rapid rings it whirls, and fpins aloud, 48a 

Admir'd with rapture by the blooming crowd ; 
From every flroke, flie^humming o'er the ground. 
And gains new ipirit, as the blows go round. 

Thus flew the giddy queen, with fury ftung, 
Thro^ the wide town, amid the wond'ring throng. 4S5 
Yet more ;— the deflin'd nuptials to delay. 
Fierce to the darkfome wood flie bounds away ; 

471. From a l(m line,'] Inacbus^ Acrtfiufque paires. Ina- 
chus was the firft king of Argos 5 Clemens Alexandrinus, 
I;. I. Strom, c. 10. (ays, that he was cotemporaiy with 
Mofes. Acrifius, dtfcended from Inachus, was the Uft king 
of Argos, from whence he removed his feat of empire to My 
cenae. 

478. So the gtiy JiripUngsJ] Notwithftanding Virgil ha« 
taken infinite pains to raife thi). low image of the top by de* 
fcribing it in the moft elegant and choice expreffions ; yet 1 
cannot forbear being ftill of opinion, that it is an objt^too 
jAcau to have a place in an epic poem* 
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And, rifing ftxll in rage, with rites divine 

She feign'd new orgies to the god of wine?. 

Thouy Bacchnsy only thou, deferv'ft the fair ! 49b' 

For thee in ringlets grows her lovely hair ! 

For thee ihe leads the dance, and wreaths herxvy fpear 

Now {pread around the wild infectious flames ; 
With the fame fury glow the Latian dames ; 
Let loofe their flying treflcs in the wind, 495 

Rufli to the woods, and leave the town behind ; 
Tpfs high their ivy-fpears ; white clamours rife. 
And trembling flirieks, tumultuous rend the ikies. 
The madding queen, with rage fuperior flung, 
Rear'd high a flaming pine, amid the throng,. 500 
And for young Turnus rais*d the nuptial fong. 
Then rolls her fiery eyes, and loud exclaims r 
Hear, all ye matrons ^ hear ye Latian dames h 
if yet a mother*s woes your fouls can move. 
If yet your iiijur'd princefs fliares your love ; 50^ 

Like me, unbind your trefles ; rove abroad ; 
And hold thcfe facred orgies to the god# 

Thus the fierce fiend Amata''s breafl! invadey. 
And drives her raving to the fylvan fliades. 
When all the monarch's palace ftie furvey'd, 5 ip 

With ail his cbmnfels in confulion laid j 

490. 7Zw, Bacchus, only tbeu.y What elegance of mad* 
jiefs is this !— It was cwftoraaiy for young virgins, to confc- 
crate their hair tofome deity 5 this they nourilhcd with parti- 
cular care, and never cut it off till ^uft before maniage, and 
then it was huijg up in the teniple of the deity to-whora it be- 
fore wa» dtvoted. All the following defcription is aninaated 
.with true poetic enthufiafm. One is ready to cry out witK 
Horace, while one is reading it, S^ /w# Uac(bf ra^u tui iU*^ 
»um f . ■■! 
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As wide around the rifing fury grew. 

On dulky wings to Ardea fwift (he flew : 

Ardea, by Danae built in days of yore» 

When with her Argive train (he {ought the ihore ; 5 1 5 

But now her periih'd ruins are no more ! 

Where o'er the reft brave Tumus* manfion rofe» 

She found the hero funk in (oft repoie ; 

And firft» her dread infernal fornt to hide. 

Laid the grim terrors of her front afide : 5 2# 

With filver hairs her temples were o'eripread. 

And wreaths and verdant olives crown'd her head* 

Her withered face with wrinkles was embod. 

And in the woman all the fiend was loft. 

She now appeared a venera'ble dame, 52 j 

And to the couch like Juno's priefteis came : 

Then are thy labours vain, (ihe thus begun,) 
And fhall a Trojan feize thy rightful throne f 
The king denies the crown he long has ow*d. 
Denies the fair thy labours bought with blood J 530 

525.. She nonv a^ear* d a 'venerable dame J] Statius, (but 
>svith little fuccefs upon the 'whole) has imitated this paifage, 
Theb. L. 2. 94. where the (hade of Lains, difguifed under 
the figure of Tireiias, appears to Tydcus aikep. However 
it muft be owned, that Laius waking Tydeus, throwing off 
his diiguife, and dUcovering himfelf to be his grandfauer^ 
has a nne efFe^. 



"Ramos ac *velUra fronti 



Diripmt cottfejus avum^ dirique Nepciis 
Incubuit ftratis ^ugulum mox cade fatentem 
Nudat & undanti peffundit 'uulnere fomnmm* 
Jilt rupta quies ; attollit membra^ toroque 
Erigitur pUuus moHfirisy *vanumque cruorem 
fycutiem^ JimiA borrct OFwm^freitrmf^ nqmrie^kci 



^ I 
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Go— fave his kingdom ; fight the Tufcaa train !— * 
Go, prince, and conquer, to be (cofn'd again ! 
Hear then by me the mandate from on high 
Sent by thf mighty emprefs of the (ky : 
Fly, fly ; the valuint youth for arms prepare ; 535 

And thro* the opening gates let loofe th^ war, 
Lo ! where in Tybiwr ride the fleets of Tioy ; 
Go then, their chi^fa and painted (hips deftroy ; 
$p {leav'n commands — and, if die Latian lord 
Detain die fair, regardlefs of his word, 540 

Let hijQpt in blood thy vengeful fword deiplore. 
The fword diat conqu^r'd in his caufe before. 

Thus the dilTpmbled dame— with fcomful pride^ 
Iq haughty terms the martial youth reply'd : 

The tidings you convey, I knew before ; 545 

The Trpj^ fleet is landed on the fiiore. 
Hence— nor with idle tales my bofom move ; 
I live fecure in Juno's guardian love. 
But, woro with years, you dote with vain aJaras, 
And, when you nod, you dream of kings in arms. 550 
Go, mother, go — and make your gods your care. 
But leave to men the province of the war. 

While yet he fpoke, her looks the youth confound. 
And the blapk fiend in all her terrors frown'd. 

553. JTbUeyet,'] Juvenal was particulftrly ftnick ^Jth this 
deicriptjon. He (ingles it out from a]) other biftances, as a 
paiTage where Virgil had exerted his poetical fire in the greateft 
degree. 



^(ttalh Jtutuhtm confundat Erynnis t 



Tfiam fi VifgiUo fuer^ & iolerabile defit 
Hojphiumf caderent omnes a crsnibus Hydri^ 
Surda mbUgimn^gr0u$ 8ucd aa, *' « mi ^ x^ 7.7. 
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Aghafty be ibook, ^d trembled witk affright^ 55:5 
While all her native horrors blaft his fight. 
Such a tremendous front the fury fpre^d^ 
So dreadful hid the ferpents roi^nd her head ; 
So grim a fi|^re now ihe feem'd to fife ; 
That hell, kll hell waai^pen'd in her tyes ! ^ 56* 

Then, ere the f^ult'ring trembling youth reply'd, 

She roll'd their fiery orbs from fide to fide ; 

Snatch'd two black ierpents from her locks, and (hook 

QThe founding (courge, and thund'ring thus (he fpoke : 
Behold, behold the wretch, by vs^n alarms 565 

And age, redac'd to dream of kings in arms I 

A fury from the deeps of hell, I bear. 

In thefe dread hands, deHrudiop^ death and war I 
With that a flaming torch the goddefs threw ; 

Deep thro' his breaH the fiery weapon flew. 570 

557. Such a tremendous firoMt.'^ This whole defcription i*" 
perhaps the moil fubiime, and raoft fpiritedof all the Mntvi, 
The circumftances of her changing her aflumed appearance 
into her real terrible perfonage, her enlarging and fpreading 
to the fight, the hifluig of the Terpents round her head, the 
rolling her eyes, fnatching two ferpents from her head, and 
clanging her founding whip, and throwing the torches inta 
hishreaft to inflame him, are all conceived in the loftieft and 
livelieft manner imaginable. I cannot forheu' adding, ifaat 
Mr. Pitt has done juftice to this paflTage, in the tranfktion. 

The expreifion here of Tantaqme fe facUs afuriu always 
ufed to iirike me very particularly $ and I always ufed to fan** 
cy (I dop*t know whether rightly or not) that it meant the 
appearance of a horrid face, that grew continually larger and 
larger, to the troubled mind of the perfbn who beheld it. 

; Spence. 

Milton has an image of this kind far more fubiime. 
So fpake the grieily terrour, and in (hape, 
(So (peaking and fo threatnitig) grew tenfold 
More dreadful and deform. Par. L. B. a. 7^* 
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Strait rottzM the ftartled warrior ; and a ftream 

Of fweat ran copious down from every limb. 

Thro' the wide dome he raves with mad alarms. 

He runs, he flies» he calls aload to arms ; 

Fell wrath and vengeance in his eyes appear, 575 

The thirft of flaughter, and thelkge of war. 

So when in parting fpires the flame divides. 

And crackling climbs around the cauldron's fides, 

In the deep womb glow fierce the hiifiing fEreams, 

Boil, fwell and foam, and bubble o'er the brims ; 5 $N> 

Till high in air the fuming liquids rife. 

And in a length of vapours mount the ikies. ' ' ^ 

He fends to great Latinus, to declare 
The peace polluted, and denounce the war : 

577. So 'wben,'\ Monfieur Segrais mentions ttis fimile in 
conjunflion with that of the top above-cited, as being both of 
the low kind. But there is manifeiUy a wide difference be- 
tween them. This is far more grand and heroical than that^ 
Nay, I know not what can give us a greater and more ter- 
rible idea of human rage and fiercenels, than the boiling of 
liquor in a cauldron. The whole fimile (the hint oFwhtch, 
for it is no more, is taken from the 21ft Iliad of Homer) ^is in 
every part admirable: And there are few beauties, even in 
Virgil himfelf, preferable to this. I will not tranfcribe the 
whole i but reCer to the laft line only. Let any man confider 
how the flakes of fmoke follow, and feem to pufti forwaiKl 
one another, as they afcend into the air j and then take notice 
of this verfe : 

NeCyjamtfe^ capita unda^ n/olat, 'uapor% atefy ad aurasw 

I have added a comma to every word } that the reader mayob* 
lerve the cadence, and Teeming length of the verie, plainly 
cxprefling the long fpires and wreaths of fmoke. It Teems 
almoft as long as two ; and yet does not all conTift of da^yls : 
So ingenioufly judicious i« the dlTpcfitioD or fvtuation of tho* 
vofds* Trapf. 
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To arms he cries,— this moment will we go 58c 

To guard our country, arid repel the foe, 
Himielf, he boafts, will all the war maintain. 
And fight the Trdjah and ^ufi>nian train. 
His troops take fire, and (heav'n invok'd in pray V,) 
With eager rage they glther to the war : 5^ 

Some by his beauty mov'd, his caufe embrace^ 
Some by his valiant deeds, and regal race. 

While thus his focial train the prince infpiresj 
Swift to the Trojan hoft the fiend retires. 
Big with new mifchiefs to the place (he came, J95 
Where young liilus hunts the favage game. 
A ftage he chas'd $ the chace the fury fees,- - 
And bids the fcent grow warm in every breeze ; 
His opening hounds, exulting, (hoot away, 
And bear impatient on the panting prey : 609 

From this light caufe (he rais'd the firft alarms* 
And fir'd the brutsd fwains to blood and arms.^^* 
SnatchM from the dam, by Tyrrheus' children rear'd, 
(Tyrrheus, chief mailer of the royal herd,) 
With care domeiHc had this (lag been bred ; 60^, 

Of beauteous (hape ; and antlers gracM his, head. 



605. Had ibisflagj] This paflTage in the ongtnal, from etr^ 
nms erat, down to ferebai, isall in Virgil's truepa(ionil ftyle: 
and moft of the lines in it, run in his paftoral, rather than his 
epic verfification. I will explain myfelf : If Handel was to 
fet feveral poems, of different forts, though all in ten^fyllable 
verfe, to mufic ; the general character of his compofition for 
elegy, would be mournful 5 for an epithalamium, joj/ous j 
for a paftoral, pweet \ for a dida^ic poem, fedafe $ and for 
an epic, majejlic* A gpod poet fliould obferve the fame dif- 
ference 
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The beaft became their fitter's darling care ; 
His horns were dxefs'd with garlands by the fair. 

ference in the flow of his numbers, for fuch diffeirnt fubjefib, 
as the other would in the air of his mufic. 

To make this the more generaUy intelligible, it may not be 
improper, juft to add an inftance dt each of the forts of vwfi- ' 
^cation above-mentioned. 

I. ^e mournful. 
In thefc deep felitudes and aweftil ce!l«, 
Where heav'nly-penliye contemplation dwells. 

Eloifa to Abelard* 
a. ^e joyous. 
And in the f|nrkling gohiet iaugbs ibe wine. 

OdyfTey, 

3. *rbe ftveef* 
Yeihady beccfaet^ and ye cooling ftttams. 

FOFS*s »d PaftoistI, 

3. TbefedMU, 
I Laugh where we muft, be candid where we can^ 

But vindicate the ways of God to man. 

' Etkic £piiUes« 
4* Tbemajefik, 
Jove on his couch reclin'd his aweful head, 
And Juno fkinbcrM on the goklenbed. Pope's Iliad. 

Spence. 

608. His boms nuffi drefs' d*"] Ovid trifles intolerably inde* 
bribing the carefles which Cypariflus paid to his favourite 
flag, and the ornaments which he gave him. It n»ufl be con- 
fefled, that this fubjeft is admirably calculated to admit of 
puerile decorations, and minute prettinefles. But Virgil 
knew how to write wkh referve and fimplicity on every Tub- 
je^ : How beautiful and manly are thofe lines* "^c 

Mollibus itttexens omahat cormtafertis 
PeStbattpieftrum^ furoqui hsfonti Ueuahat. 
' JUe^ manum pattens^ mimfieque afjuetus berili, 
Errabai Jyhfis \ rurjufque ad limma nota 
Ipfi domum^ fir^ quamvis, fi sro^^/rrr^^/.— - 

When 
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Fed from the .board, accuflom'd to comxQand, 

The fawn fainilia,r lick'd her ftroking hand. 610 

Fall oft (he bath'd him in the limpid tide. 

And fondly curious comb'd his filken hide : 

All day amid the forefts would he roam^ 

IBut came each evening to his wonted home. 

Afcanius' hounds had rous'd the trembling prey^ 6.15 

As down the gentle flood Jie took his way. 

And on the cooling bank in length luxuriant lay. 

The youthful hero fir'd with love of fame, 

Direds a feathered arrow at the game ; 

The feather'd arrow flew ; the fury guides 62,0 

The pointed weapon thto' the wanton'3 iides. 

When oppofed to Ovid*«, 

BuUafuper frtrntem parms argentta l&ris 
FinSa movebatur, fari&qui ix 4tre nitehtmt 
Aurikus in giminis ctrcum cofoa tgmpon koftm^ 

And afterwards [fpeaking toCypariflus.} 

?« modo texfibas variosper comuafloresi « 
Nunc eques in tergo refiiem^ bucLetuj & iUn/C 
MoUia purptfTiisfranabai ora capifiris. 

Met. B. 10. V. III. ^t(\> 
621. Ilje pointed 'weapon.'] The kilKng this favourite deer 
may, to fome critics who reli(h nothing but pompous clrcum-^ 
ftances in a poem, appear to be but a trifling occafion for 
jratfing this terrible war. But furejy nothing could he more 
natural } nay, its being a little circumftance renders its beau- 
ty ftill more pleafing to a lover of nature, who knows how 
many important events have been occafioned by circumftances 
ieennngly trifling in themfelves. La Cerda has colle^ed to- 
gether a ftreat number of inftancee, of many bloody wars that 
have arilen from as finall caufts, as this in Latium. See 
Baylx, Pepiees diverfe8> pag. 4.67, for many iniances of 

Ihit 
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Pierc'd with the dart, the bleeding fawn in vain 

Flies back for refage to his home again ; 

Complains with human tears, and human fighs. 

And begs for aid with unavailing cries. y 625 

The beauteous Sylvia heard his moving ftrains. 

Beat her white boibm, and alarm'd the fwains. 

Infpir'd with fudden rage they wing their way. 

For in the wood the lurking fury lay. 

Some arm'd with knotted clubs, impetuous came, 6j^ 

And fome with flaves well-feafon'd in the flame. 

With (tones or brands the peafants throng from far, 

And every fudden weapon, to the war. 

Tyrrheus who clove a tree with many a ftroke, 

Left the huge wedge within the gaping oak ; .635 

this kind. But Bayle was ever pleafed to afl^n either digbt 
and trivial, or felfifh and flagitious, motivea, to the moft re- 
markable and illuftrious actions. 

624. Complmus ivitb bumsn tearu"] Thele moft beautiful 
and pathetic lines are fo moving, as fcarce to be read without 
tears. I would recommend the perufal of them to fome of 
our Brkifli heroines, who have had the honour of cutting a 
fiag*s throat, after a chace in Windfor fore((. 

634. Tyrrbius 'wbo clove an oakJ\ The author of the pre- 
face to Dryden*s Paftorals of Virgil (fuppofed to be Walfli,} 
in thefpiritof a French critic, calls Tyrrheus the maftcr of 
thehorfe tokingLatinus. Dryden almoft as abfurdiy tran- 
dates it, 

Tyrrheus chief ranger to the Latian king. 

Cut regra parent 
Armenta* 

The circumftance of his receiving the alarm while he is en- 
gaged in cleaving an oak, and inftantly fnatching up an ax, 
IS beautifully natural. . We are to remember, that the deer 
juft now killed, was under the charge of Tyrrheus ; on which 
account he, as it were in right of his chara6ler, arms the pea* 
£Kits to encounter thofe who killed it. 
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Then felzMthe ponderous ax witk load alarms^ 

And call'd the rallies all around to arms. 

Mean time the fury from her ftand defcries 

The growing difcord every moment riie ; 

Afcends the roof, and, from the lofty height^ 64« 

Calls in the hoiil'roas peaifants to the fight ; 

With her full force her mighty horn ihe winds ; 

Th' infernal fbain alarms the gath'ring hinds. 

The dreadful fummons the deep forefts took ; 

The woods all thunder'd, and the mountains ihook. 645 

The lake of Trivia heard the note profound. 

The Velipc fountains trembled at the found. 

The thick fulphureous floods of hoary Nar 

S^ook at the blaft that blew the Aamps of wsm* ; 

Pale at the piercing call, the mothers preft 650 

With ihrieks their Parting infants .to the breaft. 

^^o. Pah at the piercing caU ] T<bu ftroke of nature is tender tnil 
affedlng to the iaA degree. Ocher poets would have been fatisned 
10 have mentioned the t^t&.B of t^-is dr^a^iful blaft upon the woods 
ard mountains, ^cc» Virgil knew that this Circumftance of the roo- 
theiis catching their infants to their breafls would more touch and 
intereft his readers .than all the other pompous images, great as they 
arc Thii defctiption is copied from Apollo.iius Rbodius Argonaut. 
B. 4. J29. fht poet is fpeaking of the dragon that guarded the 
jgoldencfleece. 

iH/OPS< VOjAlJLOtO, KCU Aff'TTijoV lAX^^ AK^Oi* 
EkKVOV is KM ^OKKO¥ IKttf TtTKIVlJ^Cf aOlf 

Or aToA/^Kflt/txcr©" *jro\AfiH MhttJ'i/l'oi <f.(!^^i«9 

KwuKAxrtnv ihaJi* fn iv %K(wvoyL%vot m^yvivivy 
tkeiyLAn <r* %Ziy^VTi^h%Ktit<Piu AfJL^i /s ^cu^i 
Nn7iflt%o/f , ii 7€ ff^iv vV AyKaJs,tJ^i(rciv i«uor 

«« The 
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Thus the mad ruftics caught the dire alarms. 

And at the horrid i^giikl fle\V to arms. 

Nor lefsy in facconr of the princely boy. 

Pour forth to battle all the troops of Troy : 655 

Clubsy ftaves and brands, at firH the fight maintain ; 

But now embody'd armies fpread the plain. 

And deadly (Words and fhining bucklers wield ; 

And groves of fpears gleam dreadful o'er the £eld. 

On brazen arms the fun refulgent plays, 66d' 

And to the ikies the fiery helmets blaae« 

So when the wind has ftirr'd the gentle ieas. 

The waves juft fwell, and whiten by degrees i 

Till aU the heaving watry worlds arife, 

fn one vaft buril of thunder to the ikies* 665 

Firft Almon, Tyrrheus*eldeft hope, was ibitt. 
Fierce as he fought, the foremoft on the plain. 

^* The dragoo hiiTcd horribly, and all around, the loBf-ertended 
banks of the rivefi and the vaft grove refounded. Thty who inha« 
bit Colchis, not far from the Titanisn land (near the mouth of the 
river Lycos, Ac.—) heard it t The mothers were fttuck with 
fear, and the infants which flept in their befoms, being aflrighted 
^t the hiiTing, ftretched forth their hands as in airace." 

Euripides has finely touch*d this laft circumftance in his Troadet. 

^* The beloved infants claffed their fearful hands round the robes of 
(their mothers." 

660. On hrazen atifi,'] Sole la f^ffta m tht or ipnal, gives a moft 
ftiong and beautiful innage $ as if there were a kind of ilvahy^ be. 
tween the fun and the ihining met»i j and the laft Arikes back. ih« 
ra^s of the firA '; being as it were provoked by it, and fo fliine« 
with greater iuflre 3 as a man when he returns a blow, exerts his 
ftrength more than iifually. I take this to be the true fenfe of this 
word lace/^ta, in this place ; if I aitS wfong in my cenjtdlure, I 
bopt it may be exciiMy becatii« no comiiea^tor ir.ArudlS'aK. 

TtArp. 
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Beneath his thros^t the arrow fband its way ; 

And choak'd in blood, the beauteoin warrior lay. 

Now heaps on heaps fall thick on every fide, 670 

And in the cloud of fight Galefus dy'd ; 

Good old Gsriefus ! while with eameft care» 

He labour*d to prevent the rifing war : 

The fage for juftice ^borc the fbremoft place, 

Tho' far the wealthier of the Latian race : 6j^ 

Five flocks, five bellowing droves, his paflares held. 

And with a hundred teams he tum'd the fpadous field. 

Thus, while on either fide, the martial train 
With mutual flaughjter bath'd the purple plain ; 
When the ftem fury, from her promife freed, 680 

Beheld with joy the growing battle bleed ; 
She leaves th* Hefperian ihores, fhe n^ouAts the ikies. 
And in proud triumph thus to Juno cries ; 

Behold my promife, mighty queen 1 made good ; 
The Tif)jan fword has dr^wn fhe |Liatian blood. 6^5 
W^, boundlefs war» ri^ns raging round the plain ^ 
Nor can yourfelf command the pc^ce again ^ 
Spe^k byt your will. 111 fpread the dire alarm. 
And bid the bprd'ring towns and countries arm, 
ipoth fides to aid, jthe nations fhall repair ; 690 

Wide ro^nd^ the rifing difcord will I bear, 
^nd TpxLzpin every b^esjA the furies of the war. 



<-•• 



67 s. 7Tio*/ar the wtahbi^.'S How frequeat are the opportu nitre* 
of bbfenring the good feofe and troe judgment of Virgil \ On this 
•ccafioD-hchath Aew* S^^t penetration, and a true knowledge of 
natore, in makiog old Galefus, who W9t the wealthieft of t^e La- 
tint, and had themoft property to Ipfe, rtmarkahly a^ve in a^- 
/^youriog to pr«?ent the ra?agei of mr. 
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Enottghy Implies the queen, enough is done. 
The war ftands £xt ; the flaughters are begun. 
They fly to war ; their arms with blo6d diftain : 6gf 
Deathy Rage, and Terror range the purple plain. 
Such are the nuptial rites, that we prepare 
For Latium's king, and Venus* worthy heir ! 
But go— this moment leave the realou above $ 
Go^-nor offend the facred eyes of Jove. 70a 

To thy unhallow'd fe^t the fire denies 
Th' etherial walks, and freedom of the (klcs. 
Retire to hell ! if aught remains undone, 
Ourfelf ihall finifh what thy toils begun. 

Swift as the goddefs ipoke, the fury fprings 705 

With rapid {peed, and .i^re^ds her duiky wings ; 
Her ferpents hijjing ^all around, fhe flies 
To hell's dark realms^ impetuous, from the ikies. 

Amid f^r Italy, renown'd by fame, 
X'ies a deep vale^ Amfandlus is the name. 710 



710. Liet a deepvaUJ] Virgil fiiys exprefly, that this defcent of 
Ale^o to hell, was in the vale cf jimfao^ius. Amfan^us is placed, 
both by the ancients and moderns, in the kingdom of Napier, be* 
tween'Trevicum and Acherootia. There was anciently a temple, 
i>ui!t to Mephites here ; as the deity who prefidfd overnoifome and 
pefliiential fmelJi, Hence the place is to this day called Nefanto asd 
Muflito. 

Virgil fays, ir was under the mcnntains in the midft of Italy ; 
that it was inclofed with woods on each (ide \ that there were hol- 
lows and feveral fpiracula about it ; anj that the waters burft up 
into the air, and then fell down again, in a broken manner 3 fcr 
fOy I think. One ought to underftand his 'orra iv«rrwf9rr<i>x, and 
rupto ^cherente vorago. Both the fpiracula, andthis broken fpout 
of water falling in upon itfclf, are defcribed }if another poet, of the 
greater^ credit for the timet he li?cd in, which was about foo yean 
after VirgiJ. 

Time 
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Her gloomy fides are ihaded with a grove; 
And a huge range of mountains tow'rs above; 

TuHC& piHiferipacatumJlumsn Avemi 
Innociue, tranjijiisy aves ! Flafumgut reprefit 
Jmfa/t^uj I tacuitffixo iorrcntef ai«r«^9. 

Claudian, de Rapt. Prof. 2. ver. %$o» 
VirgU alludes to the pellilential ftench there, in the word 
pejiiferas. The words amfiutSus^ and mepbitej, were ufed for 
a ftench by the Roman writers : and the imells in this placo 
were looked upon anciently as mottal.— -— T^zri^tf, nuod alarum 
jPfcubus kirco^s atque afcenilbus laiera captivx varlatus^ narei 
£iraimfedentium i/entii^ta (fitpUcuamfa/t^i pfflefuneflat. Sido- 
nius Apollonaiis, Lib* 3.Ep. 13. — -^a*vamque exhedatopaca 
tnfpbiicm, Virgil iEn- 7. ver^84. — Spiractda *vocant \ item 
in HirpiniSf amfanBi ad mephitis ^detn kcum \ quern qui intrant 

moriuntur. VWfiy Nat. Hift. lib. 2, cap. 93. ^The place 

which is now called Nefanto, (as fuppofed by corruption from 
amfanBuSy fee Leon. Albeiti, iol. loi.) is in a dark vale» near 
Trevico ; indofed on each fide by hills, and gloomy woods* 
In the midit are two or three filthy holes \ in one of which 
the water burftsup to the height of three or four feet ((bme* 
limes more, and fometioies lefs) and then falls in again upon 
itfelf. It fmells horribly, the earth being all impregnated 
wifhjTulphur. 

There are fcveral V€nts of wind in the fides of the hilla 
near this odious bafon, which you find to come out with a 
good deal of force, it you hold yonr hand to the vent % and 
they make more noife than a fmith's bellows. A particular 
friend of mipe who has been there, fays, he found out the 
place by the noife. The water, in the holes abovementioned, 
i« generally of a black look; and is ftill fo much regarded 
as inf«^ious, that the country- people do not mucli caie to 
go with you to it. I know not whether it may be worth 
menttonmg, that they have ftill ftories and pi^lures in thofe 
part8» of a faint driving the devil (who had been very trouble- 
fome, It feems, in the country) back again to hell, through 
-one of thefe holes. No one piece of ground now can, I 
think, anfwer to an ancient defcription more pun6lually and 
cxa6lly, than this does to Virgil's account of Amfan^us. I 
iLnow but one objeflion that can be made to v^ which is from 
Vol. in. M Virgire 
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Fierce. thro' the duflcy vale the torrents pour. 
And o'er the rattling ftones the whirlpools roar. 

Virgil^ faying that it is (ituated — Italic medio* N^fanto, yo« 
may fay, is very far from being in the niidft oi Italy j Naples 
lies above half-way in that country, and Ncfanto »» yet a hvin- 
4hed miles farther. Tho^the other ciroumftances of the place 
^11 tally fo well, yet its iailifig i,n one point, and that {o ma- 
terial and unchangeable a one, muit deiiroy the whole. This 
objection would be very ftrong, if noplace could befaidto be 
the middle of Italy, e^ccefxt what was lo, taking it in length : 
but may not a place be /aid to be in the middle of Italy, taking 
tlie country in breadth, as well as in length ? I do not know 
whether that exprefljon would beYo proper now j but anciently 
they faid the Apennines lay in the middle of Italy, which 
muft be under ftood of the breadth. 

Umbrqfif mediam qua collibus Apenniniu 

Erigit Italia m 

LvCAN, lib. 1. ver. 3^7. 
And Dionyfius, in his geography, fays, that this mountain 
lies as exa6Uy in the midft of Italy, as if it had been di- 
rected by aline: 

ncf/fy. vcn 338. 

NowNcfanto (or the vale of Amfanftus) does not only lie 
among the Apennines j but is f^tuated too, at near an equal 
diftance from the mare fuperum.^ and the mare injerum ; .and 
fo may the moi e (tri6lly be faid^ to be in the midft of Italy i 
italite medio y fub ?nontibu5 altis. 

If there is any thing in this long account, which may giv^ 
any new or itronger lights to this noted paffage in the i£neid, 
I am obliged for it to a very particular friend * of mine, a 
gentleman of our own country \ who has travelled often into 
Italy, and who {I believe,) is much better acquainted with it af 
clafHc ground, than any man now living. He bad the cu- 
rioHty m one of his voyages, td goto Nefanto $ and it is fron^ 
hi(p that I have given the above account of the appearancie^ 
which that place makes at prefent« * Spe n ce^ 

^ Mr. Holdfworth. 
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There the black jaws of hell are opened wide ; yic 
There rolls dire Acheron his fiery tide ; 
There lies the dark infernal cave, and there 
Grim Pluto breathes the foft ethprial air. » 
Do>vn thro' this dreadful opening, from on high/ 
The fiend plung'd headlong, and relicv'd the Iky. 72^ 

Mean time the queen of heav'n exerts htr care. 
With her laft hand to crown the growing war. 
In one vaft tide the loud tumultuous fwains 
Pour to the city, and defert the plains. . 
Young Almon's corfe they bear in open fight, yz^ 

And old Galefus flaughter'd in the &ght; 
Implore the gods with vows, and beg in vain 
The hoary monarch to revenge the flain. 
While the fierce Daunian lords complaints Confpire, 
To fpread the gathering fears of fword and fire. 730 
Tumus, he cries, is banifh'd with diigrace. 
And wrong'd in favour of a foreign race. 
The king prefers a Trojan for his fon ; 
A Trojan prince already fills the throne ! 
Thofe too, whofe mothers by the queen were led, y^e 
When, firM by Bacchus, to the woods (he fled, 
(Such was her intereft in the realm) declare 
for open arms, and breathe revenge and war. 
War is the fatal univerfal cry, 
Againft all omens of the angry iky ! — *^ 

740. Aga'tnfl ail omens.] To juftify his hero in endea- 
vouring to deprive Turnus of Lavinia, who was betrothed to 
him, the poet frequently puts us in mind that it wasthe will 
of heaven 5 and by that means artfully flings the whole blame 
jcw this dcftru«ive war on the Latins. 

M « 
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Fvrious they crowd their fovereign's regal door. 

And, madding, round the rich pavilions roar ; 

Beiiege their king, as waves a rock, in vain. 

Some mighty rock, amidft the rolling main ; 

That hears unmbv*d the founding tcmpefts blow, 74c 

That fees the furious furges foam below ; 

And o*er die deeps, majeftic to the fight, 

Stands fixt, and glories in its matchlefsiieight, 

Proud of its bulk ; while ftorms and working tides 

Fly, dafh and break againfl: the tow'ring fides ! 75a 

When long the prince had laboured to retain 
The rifing madnefs of their fouls in vain. 
And faw the crowd no couniel would obey. 
But rufh'd to arms as Juno led the way ; 
The mournful fire obtefts the gods and (kies; 755 
And lo ! we yield to fate, the monarch cries. 
Theftorm impetuous bears us down the flood — 
But heav'n, heav'n claims your facrilegious blood ! 
Thou too, rafliTumus, Ihalt thy part fuflain, 
And late, too late, implore the gods invaini 760 

Safe to tlie port am I already come. 
And all your king can lofe, is but a tomb ! 
Then penfive he retir*d, and left to fate 
The reins of empire, and the cares of ftatc. 

A folemn cuftom in Hcfperia reign'd, 765 

Which long the potent Alban lords mabtain*d, 

744. Some fhighty rock,'] The repetition in the original of 
Telagi rupes^ adds a ftrength to this fimile. There are but few 
repetitions of this kind in Virgil : they are very common 
among modern poets. This comparifon, fo juft and lively in 
itfclf, is now by its frequent ufe become extremely trite. 

765. AJbUmnc»fiom.l Virgil here attributes acuftom to 
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And Rome ftill holds, when, terrible in might. 

The world's great cmprefs fends her foiis to fight. 

Whether the chain for Dacia they prepare. 

Or wage th' Hyrcanian, or Arabian war, 77^ 

Or their viAorious ^ms on India torn. 

And fpread her eagks to the rifing mora ;^ 

Or urge proud Paxthia's long-expeded doom. 

And bring in pomp our ravifh'd enfigns home.*- 

Two roafTy folid gates have ever flood» 775 

For ages lacred to the • Thracian god. 

Old, double Janus guards the dreadful doors } 

Grim war within, his mighty captive, roars. 

On many a ponderous hinge the gates are hung ; 

With brazen bars impenetrably ftrong. 7B9 

Soon as the fathers of the ilate proclaim, 

The fight muft vindicate the Roman fame ; 

Strait, at their high decree, the conful, dreft 

In the rich facred robe and Gabine veil, 

While the loud trumpets found a martial {lrain> yt$ 

(In pomp attended by the valiant train,) 

Throws wide the gates ; and thro' the nations far 

Letsloofe theboundlefs furies of the war.' 

the old Latin.*, the origin of which was of a later age. This 
is yet allowable enough. Livy aifures us, that the ceremony 
of opening the g^itesof Janus was not inllittited ti)j the icign 
of Numa Pompilius ; yet to decorate fats p«em wiih lb fine a 
circumftance, our poet defcribes this cullum as far more an- 
cient. 

771. Or ibiir 'viSorious arms^ StcJ] The poet widi infinite 
. addrefs takes care to exemplify this cuftom by thofe wars in 
which Auguftus had fo great and glorious a (hare. There is 
a great majcfiy in thefe lines. 

•Mars. 

M 5 
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So now the madding Latian crowds implore 

Their monarch, to unfold the iacred door. 790 

But from the fatal office he withdrew, 

Abhorr'd the province, and retir'd from view. 

Then heav'n*^ dread emprefs, while the pfince delayed, 

Shot down, and both the burfting gates difplay'd : 

The bolts fly back, with every brazen bar ; 795 

And, like a ftorm, broke forth th* imprifon'd war. 

Till now unmoved by difcord and alarms, 
Aufonia bams, and calls her fons to arms. 
Some to the furious fight on foot proceed ; 
Some vault impetuous on the bounding Heed, 8co 

Some whet the blunted pole-ax for the field, 
Brighten the fpear and long-neglefted (hield ; 
With tranfport hear the trumpet's clangors rife, 
.And view the banners ftreaming in the ikies. 
Ardea, proud Tybiir, Cruftumerium's ppw'rs, S05 
Atina ftrong, and high Antcmnae's tow'rs. 
Five potent cities, all their- fons employ. 
To forge new arms againft the troops of Troy. 
For greaves the du^ile £lver they extend. 
And for the fhield the pliant fallow bend : 810 

The guiltlefs arms the rural trade affords^ 
Scythes,plough-lhares,hooks,areftreighten*dintofwords. 

And in the glowing forges they re&ore 

The blunted faulchions which their fathers wore. 



p. 793. ^ITfem beav*nsJ] It is finely imagined to make 
Juno herfelf defcend to open the gates of Janus, on Latinus's 
refufnigtodo it. It may be coniidered as a juft and beauti- 
ful allegory, reprefenting by this a£lion> that ihe is the occa* 
(ion of the war. 
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And now the fprightly trumpets found from far ; 81; 
The word flies round ; the fignal of the war. 
Some fnatch the polifli'd helm with eager fpeedj 
Some to the yoke compel the fnorting fleed. 
Brace on the golden cuirafs, feize the fhield ^ 
And, with the glittering fword, rulh furious to the field. 
Ye mufes ! now unlock your facred fpring ; 821 
In^re your bard, and teach lum^ how to fing; 



S11. Yemupnf notofJ] This fre(& iimKatron alarnis th^ 
reader, and greatly raifes his attention. Pope's obfervs- 
tions on Homer's catalogue are very applicable to Virgirsy 
snd are extremely judicious r 

We may obferve firft, what an snr of probability is fprcaJ' 
ever the whole poem by the particularizing of every nation 
and people concerned in this war. Secondly, what an en- 
tertaining fccne he reprefents to us of lb many countries^ 
drawn in thvir livielieft and mod natural colours \ while we 
wander along with him amidft a beautiful variety of towns,, 
havens, forefts, vineyards, groves, mountains, and rivers t 
and are .perpetually amiifed with his obfenrations on the dif- 
ferent foils, produfts, fituations, or profpefts. Thirdly, what 
a noble review he makes pafs before us of h mighty an ar-* 
my, drawn out in order troop by troop; which, had the 
number only been told in the grols, had never filled the rea- 
der with fo great a notion of the importance of the action « 
Fourthly, the defcription of the different arms, and manner 
of fighting of the foldiers ; and the various attitudes he has 
given to the commanders. Of thefe leaders, the greateft 
number are either the immediate fons of gods, or the de- 
fcendants of gods : And how great an idea muft we have of 
a war, to the waging of which fo many demi-gods and he- 
roes are aflfembled ? Fifthly, the feveral artful compliments 
he paid by this means to his own country in general, arid to 
many of his contempories in particular, by a celebration 
ol^'the genealogies, ancient feats, and dominions of the great 
men of his time. Sixthly, the agreeable mixture of narra- 
tions from paflages of hiftory, or fables 3 with which he a» 
mufes and relieves us at proper intervals* PoPS> Not* Iliad* 

M 4 Tius- 
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What inighty heroes led the martial train, 
And what embattled armies fpread the plain > 

Tfais catalogue takes in all the parts of Italy (>etween th^ 

mar'e inferuffty and Apennrnes inclufive : Mantua is the only 

.place out ofthisline, which is attached with a great deal of 

addrefs to Tufcany — xo< 19S — 214. And G. 1. 533. andi 

iiCn. 3. 16S. HotDSWORTH. 

At the beginning of the principal part of this book, and 
indeed of the poem itfelf, which is the catalogue ot review^ 
the poet invokes the mufes. The reafon of which, in my 
opinion-, is, that the poet entering into a large detail of a 
thing of a very ancient date, he will the ibbiier be believed if 
he invokes divinities that are able to inftru6l him in it* 
We find likewise that the nniiesafene were capable of guiding 
him throiTgh this labyrinth ; but J know not, whether thofe 
tvho recite adventures of \e& ancient date, and who with a 
little trouble might find in the herald's office, or in a great 
number of hiftorians, the name« of all thole who are en* 
gaged in the battles defcribed, do well to begin like Virgil 
with an invocation to the mufes, and to make them fo long 
us thofe which we generally meet with in their woi-ks. Tbit 
h the remark which Mr. Maroles has made on this fubjefi. 
For myfelf, I (hall be content to admire the. great art of 
Virgil in this place, and how fliort he is in comparifon ei 
all others, particularly the modems : fo that one cannot find 
any part of the poem more diverfified or full than this. For 
what is there more exa^ in geo^phy itfdf, than the place» 
he defcribes f or more curious for tiie learned, than what he 
relates concerm'ng antiquhy in general. What is more va^ 
lied than his expreilions ? I have faid, that in thefe paflages 
he fometimes makes nfe oC apoflrophes, in order to vary 
them ; and there is no doubt, that it is for this reafon alone ^ 
for otherwife he would be always faying the fame thing. 
But one might ftili obfeiTe with bow much artifice the poet 
knows how to diverfify the arms, habits, qualities, and ad- 
ventures of the heroes, whofe glory he intends to celebrate. 
Homer makes, and fome of our moderns, after his example, 
have made a whole book of what our pcet paifes over in 
770 lines. But, not to do the fame thing again, when he 
(hail be obliged to fpeak of thofe people* ^ho came to the 
fuccovr of the Trojans, and of the Tro;- ns themfelves, we 
ikall fee in Book X. that it will be under a very diflPerent 

foi-m» 
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The Latian chiefs, ye goddcflcsl declare, 825 

And the dire progrefs of the waftcfal war 5 
You know, and can record the pow'rs who came. 
Which we learn only from the voice of fame. 

Mezentius firft, who fcornM th* immortal pow*r«, 
Condufts his armies from the Tufcan (hores. 83a 

Him foUow'd Laufus, flulh'd with youthful fire, 
A (on, whofe ihining virtues might require 
A happier throne, and far a better fire 1 
He tam'd the Heed, and urg'd the generous chace, 
And none but Turnus match'd his blooming face : S35 
He led from fair Agylla to the pfain 
A thou&nd waniors, but he*led in vain I 

Great Aventinus, great Alcides' fon. 
Wore the proud trophy that his father won ; 



form. He Virnts m Book I. the names of ttte moft celebrated 
chiefs of ^neas's fleet in his narrative, without making a 
particular chapter of them : forefeeing that he (hall be 
obliged to give a regular catalogue of them, in the ieventh 
and tenth lwok«. Treating in this place of the army of the 
Latins, he divides it into, iquadrons and cohorts : infttad of 
which in Book X. he gives ue the catalogue in a different 
manner, while he defcrwe^ the Jhips of the Tufcan fleet* and 
all this to vary his images $ and he Iikew2fe defcribes the 
ftrength of tfie'^anquiHiM parry, that the honour of tte vi£lory 
may appear greater, and the glory of his hero fhine* forth 
M^ith a more confpicQous luftre. Secrais*. 

819. Mezentius,'} Varro relates, that Mezentius wa» 
king of the Rutuli. That he ftrifi^ly commanded his fubjedtt 
to pay him tribute, the fuft-fruits of their herbs, and their 
animals; which before had been always appropriated to the» 
facrifices <^ the gods. It was hence he came to be called 
cantefiH>ior Ji'vtim, Virgil, with juft reafon, reprefents him a« 
one of the kin|^ of Etruria, divided into feveral little ftites, 
called Lucomimes, SeeMacrdb.Sat.B.3.c,5.&Livy«B. i.e. %. 

M 5 



450 THE iENElD Book 7. 

A hundred ferpents rotttid his bttckler rolPd, 840 

And Hydra hifsM from all her heads, in gold^ 

Frefh wreaths of palm his lofty chariot crown'd. 

And fierce he lafhM his fiery courfers round. 

When great Alcides from Geryon (lain 

iketurn'd triumphant to the Latian plain ; 845 

And the brave viftor, &fe in thefe abodes, 

Cool'd his Hefperian herds in Tyber's floods ; 

He won in ihades the beauteous Rhea's grace. 

And this bold hero crown'd his ftrong embrace. 

Bom in mount Aventine^s iequefter'd wood ; 85a 

The mortal mother mingling with the god. 

His valiant troops Icmg Sabine javelins bear. 
And arm'd with fteely piles, provoke the war. 
He ilalk'd :before his hod ; and wide difpread, 
A lion's teeth grinn'd horrid o'er his head : 855 

Then fought the palace in this ftrange attire, 
And look'd as flern and dreadful as his fire. 



840. A hundred ferptnis,'] In the heroic a^es of the world, 
bucklers adorned with ierpents, and other frightful animals, 
were frequently made iife of, to give a terrible afpe^« Euri- 
pides in Phsnifil thus reprefents Adraftus. 

*rJ\peu vcr. 1 141. 

Adrajiui ver^ erat in Hebdomls portis 
Jmplens fcutum piUura centum 'viper arum 
Hydra . 

* Statius perhaps has indulged his fancy too much, in defcribing 

Shields of this fort, Theb. B. 4. And here by the way I (hall 

' obferve, that his genius feems to be. peculiarly fuited to fuch 

fort of defcriptions. In the following lines, the very habit of 

Mcftentitts isfukable to his temper and cbara^er. 
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^ From Tibur,' Coras and CatUlus came» 
Tibur, the town that took their brother's namp. 
Brave youths ! who led the martial Argive train, S^p' 
And rufhM the foremolt to th' embattled plain. 
So two fierce centaurs of the cloud-born race, 
Rufh furious down the frozen hills of Thrace ; 
The groves give way, the crackling woods refound. 
And trampled forefls ipread their ruins wide around. 86.5^ 

Next mighty Caeculus to battle Hies, 
Who bade the tow'rs of proud Praenefte rife :: 
Found on the hearth, amid the glowing fire ; 
The nations deem'd great Mulciber liis fire. . 
A holt of warriors to the field he led, 870-^ 

The hardy fwains that fair Prxneile bred, 

861. So ttvo fierce centaurs."] Thofe who think Virgil hadv 
not a ftrong and fublime imagination, are defired toconftder- 
this fimile : All the circumftances of it are painted with Ho^- 
Itieric rpirit and magnificence, particularly 

Bat euntibus ingens 
Sylfiva locum, & magna cedunt VirguUafragorei 
To have a juft idea of the thing defcribed, fays Burman«u5>9 
we are to fuppofe thefe centaurs halfhorfe arid half-man, bur 
refembling the horfe in the fore-part,, and fo bearing down; 
with their breads all that ftood in their way* Statin?/ Thcb* 
9. 220. imitates our author, in a manner rather bol4 than juft^ 
Semifer aeria talis Centaurus ab OJfa 
Defilit in *valles : — ipfum nemora alta tremtfcunt 
Campus equum 
And, in the fame book, 

Non aliterjylvas humeris, Sf utroque refrtj$genr 
PeSore, montano duplex I^Leus ab antra 
Pracipitat ; ■ p avet 0£a *viasj pecudefque feraequt^ 
Procukuere metu 
r cannot agree with F. Uifinus, that this cpmparifon is drawn^ 
from Homer Iliad, B. £. Virgil, fays Catrou,^ by comparing 
Coras and Catillus with 'centaurs, would have* us to under" 
ftand^ that they fought on horfeback*. 
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Or Gabii fcnt where Jano*s temple rofe % \ 
The troops who dwell where chiHing Anio flows. 
With thofe who drbk old Amafenirs' ftream^ 
Or from the walls of rich Anagnia came; 87^ 

Not all with arms are famifh'd for the war, 
^lor graip the fhield, nor whirl the rapid car. 
But moft from dings a fform of ballets throw. 
And leaden deaths deftroy the dillant foe. . 
Some in their hands two pointed javelins Bore, %%Qr 
And fpoilsrof wolVes for glitt'rihg he&iets wore;: 
The left fbot bare, they Boldly rufh to fight. 
But a tough hide, unfeafonM; fheaths the right. 
Next Neptune*s fon, the brave Meflapus came, 
Exempt from fleel, and facred from the flame. 88). 
To long neglefted wars he fir'd his train,. 
And urg'd his troops to fhine in smnragain.- 
J'rom the Fravfnian and Fefcenniifm coaft 
At his command advance th' embody M hofl : 
With the Falifcan band,; who pureft juftice boaA. 890 

873. Anta floFwuy hA^i(sx\ in a^pretty defcription, reconciiet 
the two oppofite reprefentations which Silius- Italicus, and 
Horace have given us of this river. Horace teuns it,/ftfr/>/^ 
^/ii0.— Silius defcrihes it. 

Sulphur eis geUdm qu^ferpit kmter undts 
Jdgenitonm Auio^ labensfine murmuri\ Tybrim, 
:Addjron words are thefe: ** This river firft throws itfelf down 
a precipice, and falls by ievera) cafcades from one rock, to an«^ 
ther, till it ga?hs the botHnn of a valley ) where it recovera 
its teii^per, as it were by little and little, and after many tum» 
And windinfft a^ laft glides peaceably into the Tyber.** Sea 
Addifon's Travels. The waters of this river are remarkable 
for their roldnefs*. It is now the Tererone. 

$$7.,. Tbf^leftjoot barey &c.] The people^ in thofe parts to 
this day werf a piece of crude leather (half prepared) under 
the foles of their feet, with vincula that come over their feet^ 
and half-way up their legs. ' * HoLDSWORTH. 

%^o. Wm tht EsU£umyta,\ J^^offii talifcos^ TheRo. 

'manti 
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Thofe who on high Sorade's tow'rs^ reflde,. 

Or dwell by Ciminas* expanded tide. 

Or o'er the roBgh ai^irjnig mountain rove. 

Or haunt davine Feroaiia's fliady groves 

All march^ embattled in array, and iing: gM 

The martial glories of their godlike king,- 

So from the fiihy floods^ a inowy traiiv 

Of fwansi embody'd wing th' aerial plain ;: 

Stretch their long neck»' o'er Aiius' cryilal ipringr 

And the reiponfive ihores and echoing waters ring. 90^ 

Not one, who heard the londconfus'd alarms. 

Had thought this noify train a hoA in anns^ 

But fome huge* cloud •f ctamorous fowh, who fiMr 

Among the diffsy and fcream aroimd. the ihore. 

Lol nextbraveCla«fv6leads.histibops along ^ 905 
From the old Sabine race th^ wamor^vung :. 

mans received the jura fifciaSa from this |>eQpIe, and Ibme* 
additions to their twelve tables ; hence Virgil, fays Servius, 
ftyles them JEqui^ juflr. Some read JEqurfque^ Mipnf^, fup* 
poiing i£<^* a diftiniE^ people. 

897. SofromtbefiJbyfiMdsrUeJ] Thisihnile, iaysTnmp', 
is moft finely exprciled ; and 'is, in ^J reipe^ts, verygooaat 
a fimile. But why a number of armed men, tho* they were 
fingingi ihould be taken for birds rather than foldiers, I con« 
fefs, I do not well underftand. It were fufficient, one would 
think, that they (hould be fo far like birds. Homer*s fimile 
taken from fwans, Biad it. has another point of view, and 
is very beautiful. However this difficulty may be eafily got 
over, if we fuppofe that Virgil alludes to their evenncis of 
marching, ibant ^quati nmmro • Some of the ancients llav% 
imagined, that the embattling an army was firft learned horn 
the clofe manner of flight S thefe Dirds. So that iu this 
iimile we muft fuppofe the noife to be but a (econdary kind 
of likenefs j order is primarily pointed at. See Pdpe*s.ii. Bk 
3. n. ver. 7.* That by i^ here is not meant the country fo 
called, is certain; bccaofe of the quantity Qf the firft fyllable» 
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With a vail hoik, a hoft himfelf, he came. 
The lirft great father of the Claudian name ; . 
That fpread thro' Latium, when, the line to grace, 
Rome fhar'd her empire with the Sabine race. 910 
^he ancient Cures march at his commands. 
And a large force from Amiternian lands, 
*With thofe who dwell where full Velinus runs. 
Or where Nomentum boafts her martial ibni. 
Or old Eretum ftretch'd her ntmoft bound, 915 

And rich Mutiifca fmiles^ with olives crown'd ; 
Or where -fteep Tetrica*s rough rocks azife. 
Or proud Severus tow'rs amid the flder. 
Where, with fair Fornli Cafperia ftands. 
And clear Him^lla floats the fruitful lands, 920 

Where gentle Fabaris ierenely glides, 
Whofe ih-eams augment imperial Tyber's tides : 



913. Where full FeiinusA RofearuraFelini, The channel ofi^^ 
this river lies very higk, and is (haded on all fides by a green 
foreft, made up of fevera) kinds of trees, that preferve their 
verdure allthe year. The neighbouring mountains are cover- 
ed with thena, and by reafon of their height, are more expofed 
to , the dews .and drizzling rains, than any of the adjacent 
parts 5 which gives occafion to Virgirs ro/ea rura, dewy 
countries. Addis 0N*s Travels. 

Kut this writer was miHaken, as may be feen by the follow- 
ing curious ^bfervation. Where Addifon, in his Travels, quotes 
Virgil's ro/ea rurafelini^ he has made another miftake, befides 
|he larger one of making the water ^fall ofVelini, the place 
whence Ale8o defcended into hell : he fuppofes rofea to be 
derived from rot ; but there is no fuch derivative in th^Latin 
tongue; the adjeftive from rQs is rofcidusi Rofea is^a .proper 
name of part of the country thereabouts. Varro liad a villa* 
there J and in ipeaking of it| %s, in mea rofea. 

HOLDSWOIMFjl^ 
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Where, near cold Nurfia, beauteous Orta ftood. 

And mournful Allia rolls her fatal flood. 

Thick fhines with moving troops the blazing plain» gz^ 

Thicki as the billows on the flormy mala ; 

Thick as the ripen'd harvefts are beheld. 

That nod and wave along the golden field. 

The bucklers ring, the clafhing arms refound ; 

Beneath their footHeps groans the trembling ground.pji^ 

Then Agamemnon's. ion, Halefus came. 
By birth a foe to all the Trojan name f 
He yok'd his fiery courfers to the car. 
And with a thoufand foldiers rufh'd to war. 
From where on mountains live th'Auruntian line, 913 c 
Where maflic hi&s produce the generous wine ; 
Warriors, who dwell along the roaring iea. 
Or from the walls of Cales took their way : 
With thofe who drink Vultumus' fhoaly Hood, 
The rough Saticulan and Ofcan flood. g^ 

Short, pointed javelins, faften'd by a firing. 
With fatal force the dext'rous artifls fling : 
Light fhields of feafon'd hide aloft they bear. 
And, armj'd with bending fwords, provoke the war^- 

923. Beauteous Orta,"] In the original, Hortina clqfes^ fliould" 
be read Ortinay the bargemen of Orta ; a town ftill full of 
them. — The commentators fay, it fignifies troops; and th& 
dictionary writers make clajis fignify a troop, on the authori- 
ty of this fingle paffage. Holds worth. 

936. Mafic bills,] Famous for vines: in the kingdom of 
Naples. Cales is now called Calvi, in the neighbourhood of 
Capua. Vulturnus, now called Voltorno, runs by Capua. 
Ofcan were likewife called Opici $ were reckoned barbarous 
and ftupid, and were a term ot reproach ; as the French fay, 
a Limoufm; for a heavy unpoliihed fellow. 
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Nor thouy unfungy brave Oebalus ! (halt fsSsy 945 

The nymph Sebethis' fon, of Telo'3 race. 

While pleafing Capraea ownM his father's fway^ 

And the Teleboan realms his nod obey ; 

The fotty far more ambitious, ftretch'd his reign 

O'er thofe rich towns, where Samo bathes the plain. 95* 

Now to the fight he leads his warHke pow'rs 

From ancient Batulum, and Rnfa's towVs, 

From where, her blooming fruits Abella crown. 

And old Celenna ipreads her fpadous down. 

Thefe, like the rough Teutonic warriors, threw 955 

Hugefpears with barbs, thatwihg'd with flaughter fiewv 

Light cafques of cork around their hcj^ds they wore^ 

And brazen fwords, and brazen bucklers bore. 

Thee too, bold Ufens, to the dire alarms. 
Cold Nurfix ient a chief tenown'd in arms. 96e 

Her fierce rough fons thro' forefts bound away. 
And o'er wild mountains chace the panting prey* 
In arms the natives turn the frozen foil, 
Wake war a (port, and fly upon the ipoiL 

Umbro, the brave Marrubian prieft, was there, 965 
Sent by the Marfian monarch- fo the war. 
The fmiling olive with her verdant boughs 
Shades his bright helmet, and adorns his brows. 
His charms, in peace the furious ierpent keep; 
And lull th' envenom'd viper's race to fleep ; 970^ 

His healing hand allay'd the raging pain ; 
And at his touch the poifons fled again. 
But yet he faiPd to cure, with all his art» 
The wotud infliOed by the Trojan dart t 
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Nor all his charms, not potent herbs that grow gj^ 
On Marilan mountains^ could prevent the blow ! 
For thee, wide echoing figh'd th* Angitian woods ; 
For thee, . in murmurs wept thy native floods I 

Next, brave Hippolytiis ! thy beauteous hdr. 
The lovely Virbius mingled in the war. 980 

In the dark woods by fair Egeria bred. 
His troops the youth from old Aricia led : 
Where, on the fhore, Diana's altar flood, 
(But now unftain'd with offered human blood;) 
For when Hippolytus, as records tell, 9)^5 

By his fierce flepdame's arts and vengeance fell, 
Chas'd by his father's curfes to the fhore, 
l^he haplefs youth the ftartled couriers tore ; 
By ^fcttlapius' fkill and Dian's care 
The chief revived and breath'd etherial air. 99a 

985. For nvbi/t HippttjftusJ] Set the noble description of 
Ihe death of Hippolytus, as delivered by the meflenger, in the 
Hippolytus Coron. of Euripides, ver. 1190 &feq. This ii 
imitated by Racine ) but unhappily, and with a mixture 
of bombafl. 

989. By ^fcidafiui* fiillf &c.] Spenfer, who relates tlie 
fate of Hippolytusi Fairy Queen, B. i. c. 5. ^ 37. &c, fi^ir- 
feigns that ^fculapius, when he was flruck down to hell hf 
Jupiter's lightening, for bringring Hipp- lytus to life, buiied 
himself in healing his own wounds. The learned Dr. }ortin> 
in his remarks on Spenfer, feems to think this a fine improve* 
ment upon the (lory. 

But unto hell * did thruil him dawne alive,^ 
With flafhing thunderbolts ywounded fore. 
Where long remaining, he did always ftrive 
Himfelfe with falves to health for to reftore'. 
And flake the heavenly fire which raged; evermore. 

Stanza 4.0W 
Pindar has defcribed in a fublime manner Pyth 3. the a^ioir 
«f Jupiter dafhing .^Sfciilapiuft down. After which be takes 

• XiJpitcr. oc» 
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But Jove inccns'd, a mortal to furvcy. 
From the Tartarean fhades rcftor'd to day. 
Great Phoebus' fon, the godlike artift, hurPdy 
Transfixt with thunder, to the nether world : 
But Dian hid the youth in groves, and there 9^5^ 

Confign'd h^r darling to Egeria's care. 
There, in the forefts, with the iacred dame 
He pall his days, and Virbius was his name. 
For this, th' unhallow'd fteed muft ftill remove 
From Dian's fane and confecrated grove : 1000 

Since the mad horfes flartled as they flew,. 
And on the ground their mangled mafter threvtr. 
Yet his brave oiFspring drove the thund'ring car^. 
And laih'd his fiery courfers to the war- 
Bold Turnus in the front* fupremely tall, looj 
Sheath'd in refulgent. arms > outihines them all» 
High on his helm a triple plume was raisM*. 
And on his creft the dire chimaera blazed : 
From her wide jaws the horrid fiend exfpires 
A dreadful length, of fixes fiicceeding fires. 10 1 a 
When the loud voice of flau^hter rends the Jkies, 
-^nd the full horrors of the battle rife. 
She glows, (he lightens, as the warrior turns ; 
She flames with rage ; and the whole monfter burns. 

occafion to moralize (as he generally does on all events) in 
the following manner. 

Mh ^\A'].vx^ ^*^^ ctiavAlor 

2crgi;«r«. TAP J^' ifjLT^ctKJoy apJku yLAXdUftet* 

J013. She gloivs.] This i«, I think, one of the boldeft 

fi^ons in Virgil 5 but fo nobly animated that one muft 

iorgive the extravagance to which it feems to be carried. 

I cannot help obferving the great judgment of Virgil in this 

par- 
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Chang'd tp an heifer in the flowery field, 1015 

The beauteous lo charg'd the (hining ihield. 

Here ftood her * guard ; and there her f father roll'd 

His fwelling furges thro* the figur'd gold. 

A cloud of foot fucceeds ; a mighty train. 

With ipears, and fhields ; and armies hide the plain. 1020 

The pow'rs from Argive and Auruntian lands 

Mix'd with the ancient bold Sicanian bands. 

With painted fhields the brave Labici came 

And Sacran forces to the field of fame ; 

With thofe who till Numicus» fair abodes, \ 1025 

Or dwell where Tyber views his rifing woods : 

Or where the rough Rutulians turn the ground. 

And the deep hills of Circe ftretch around : 

Where fair Feronia boafts her ftately grove. 

And Anxur glories in her guardian Jove : ioj» 

particular 5 he adapts even the ornajncnts of the perfons he 
introduces, to their manners and behaviour. 

The helmet here defcribed was highly proper to be worn 
by a youthful hero, who hereafter breathes nothing but rage, 
indignation and revenge. 

1019. A clwd of foot fucceeds,'] Infequitur nimbus pedUump 
is evidently from Homer's n^f^^ iiTtJo vtC^^v. The figure 
in both poets is noble and elevated. Yet Virgil, fays Trapp 
juftly , could have rendered it mbes peditum, if he had pleafed \ 
but he thought the other a better, found, and a ftronger image. 

Euripides (after Homer) phasniff. 457. has NE*OS«^- 

^tJ^SiV WKVOV ^Kiyi^ 5 and Milton has literally tranllatcd 
Homer's expreilion, Nor wanted clouds of foot. Par.R. 3 • 1 J7» 
The eloquent apoftle apoftle St. Paul ufes this very metaphor 
to fignify a multitude; ifilli iviT^lov 6Xo/J«J ^&^lKet[d.%V9f^ 
jf/xiy NE*0!2 iiAp]up»P' E?ift. adHeb. i». I. ff^e Being 
compafed nvith fo great a CLOUD rf ixntnejfes, 
to 10, AndAnxurglmes in berguardiamJove.lifvLlvxyitVn^nu^; 

• Argus. f Inachus, a river god. 
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Where flands the Pontine lake and o'er the plain. 
Cold Ufcns' ((ream deals gently to the main. 

Laft with her martial troops, all fheath*d in brafs, 
Camilla came, a queen of Volfcian race. 
Kor were the web or loom the virgin's care, 103 5 

But arms and courfers, and the toils of war. 
She led the rapid race, and left behind. 
The flagging floods, and pinions of the wind ; 
' Lightly fhe flies along the level plain. 
Nor hurts the tender grafs, nor bends the golden grain ; 
Or o*er the fwelling furge fu(pended fweeps, 1 04 1 

And fmoothly ikims, unbath'd, along the deeps. 

obfervcs, that the true reading is jfufiUr axurm ; for whfcli 
he has the authority of a filver medal, repreienting Japifcr, 
with the infcription axunis, Ruaeus mentions the fame medal, 
but reads anxurus, from the city Anxur, rcjefling the idle 
dream of Servius, &c, who affirms, that there was a Jupiter 
particularly worshipped, as a boy, and without a beard, mnv 
^vpu s whereas in the coin he fpeaks of, Jupiter is repreiented 
with a very long beard 5 with the infcription, Jovis axur, 

1033. Allftfeatb'd in brafsJ] Fkrentes ^rrr, flouriihing with 
brafs, infiead of flieathed. *ris a noble metaphor, but too 
ftrongtd be preferved in EhgUfli. 

1041. Sufpended fiweeps."] Several judicious critics thmk 
this hyperbole is carried a little too far \ efpecially as no fuper* 
natural power is mentioned to ialve the difliculty : [See nctc 
onver. looi. B. n.] The pifture that follows, of this fe^i^ 
male heroine, is delicately iinilhed and beautiful. Guido coi^ld 
not have given her a more graceful attitude. 

I cannot help quoting fome beautiful lines from Apolloniu^ 
Khodius, Argonaut. L. 1. 182. which, I believe, Virgil 
had in his eye, in defcribing Camilla^s fwiftnef^ • Speaking of 
Polypheme, a fon of Neptune, 

K€/ro< du^np Ktn Twrti tTi yKetvKoto Bucnif 
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From the difpeopled towns and fieUs repair 
Men» matrons, maids and youths, to view the fair: 



The reader vill excu(e me for not tranflating theft liaes, at 
Virffil (and Mr, Pitt, after him) have done it fo elegantly to 
my hands. 

The thought is originally drawn from Homer, Iliad B. so* 
fpeaking of the mares of Eriflhonlus. 

Axx oTf /n ffKifrmtp iT tups cb ra^Tct ^AKKA^^nff 

Thele lightly ikimming, when they fwept the plain. 

Nor plyM the graft, nor bent the tender grain. 

And when along the level feas they flew, 

Scarce on the furface curlM the briny dew. 

Pope, 170. 
Segrais obferves, that the poet, to foften the violence of this 
hyperbole, ufes volaretf ilie could fly, indead of the imper. 
fea *uolabaty (he did fly. Mambrun, and Segrais, and Ca. 
trou, are all of opinion, that tho' a female warrior be im. ' 
proper for the chief character of an epic poem, as the Pucelle 
of Chapelain $ yet that fuch a chai-a6ter is beautiful, when 
introduced epifodically, as the Pentfaiefilea of C^Cahiber, and 
the Clorindaof Taflb. 

X041. Aid fmootblj flams,"] Thefe lines in the original are 
often produced as a ftriking inftance of the found's being an 
echo to the fenfe. Vida, in the 3d book of his Poetics, has 
been very copious on this fubjefl, and has produced (flany 
more examples of this beauty from Virgil, There is a cele- 
brated paflage on the fame fubje^, in Pope's EfTay on Critic 
dfm ; which I (hall give the reader at large, for the fake of 
fome excellent obfervations that have been lately made upon it. 

Soft is the ftrain when Zephyr gently blows. 
And the fmooth ftream in finoother numbers flows \ 
But when loud furges la(h the founding (bore, 
The hoarfe, rough verfe (hould like the torrent roar s 
When Ajax ftrives fome rock's vaft weight to throw^ 
The line too labours, and the words move flow $ 
^ox. fo, when fwift Camilla fcours the plain, 
flies o'er th' unbending corn, and ikims along the main, 

3 •« From 
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The crowds all gaze with tranfport, to fanrcy 1045 

Loofe in the winds j her purple garments play, 

Her poliih'd bow, her quiver's gaudy pride 

With arrows ftor'd, and glittering at her fide : 

Her fliining javelin, wondering they behold. 

And her fair treffes bound with cla^s of gold* 1059 

"Jrom theft iifl«, laboured with great attention, and cele- 
brated by a rival wit, may be judged what can be expe^ed 
from the moft diligent endeavours after this imagery of ibund. 
The verfe intended to reprel«nt the whiiper of the vernal 
breeze, muft furely be confe(fed not much to excel in foftnefs 
or volubility j and the fmooth ftreara, runs with a perpetual 
cla(h of jarring confonants. The noife and turbulence of the 
torrent, is indeed diftinftly imaged 5 for it requires very little 
•fkiW to make our language rough. But in the lines which 
mention the effort ot Ajax, there is no particular heavineis 
or delay. The fwiftnefs of Camilla is rather contrafted than 
exemplified. Why the verfe (hould be lengthened jto exprefs 
fpeed, will noteafily be difcovered. In the dactyls, ufed for 
that purpofeby the ancients, two ihortiyliahles were pronoonced 
.with fuch rapidity, as to be ^equal only to one long i they 
therefore naturally exhibit the a6l of pafling through a long 
fpace in a ihort time But the Alexandrine, by its paufe in the 
«nidft, is a tardy and (lately meafure ^ and the word unbending 
on^ of the moft duggiih and flow which .our language affords^ 
/Cannot much accelerate its motion." The Rambler, N® 9a. 

104.6. Loofe m.] In this figure of Camilla is a great deal 
of what the painters callGRACf j a- rare ^quality, which only 
AvjLLhzs among the ancients, and Raphael among the mo- 
/dems, are faid to have polfefied in any high degi^e. Among 
/the poets^ Virgil is emingitly diiiingujihed for Gr ace . 
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^e war being now higun^ both the generals make all 
foJJibU preparations. Turnus fends to Diomedes : 
Mneas goes inperfon to beg fjucours from Evander^ 
and the Tufcans. Evander receives mm kindly ^frir- 
nijhes him with men^ and /ends his fon Pallas with 
him, Vulcany at the refUeJl of Fenus^ makes armg 
for her fin Mmas^ find draws on his Jhield the piofl 
jme^norab/^ anions of his poflerity. 
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V I R G I L's iE N E I D. 

THE 

EIG.HTH BOOK** 

NOW Tarnus rous*d all Latiam with alarms 
To mount the fiery fteeds and fiy to arms ; 
Fixt on Laurentum's tow'rSy fublime in air. 
His ftandard Vav'dy the (ignal of the war : 

•Let the judicicus reader ^eigh the following rema»k. of 
Mm Voltaire^ It is a luft criticifm on Virgil, that the Istrer 
part of his poem is lels animated than the firft $ not, that 
the laft fix l}ooks are entirely languifiiing, but their milder 
Jight is overpowered by the luftrc of the others. That great 
dtM\ is owing to the difpofition of the poem, and to the 
nature of the thmgs^ The defign of a match between ^neas 
andLavinia, unknown and indifferent to each other, and a 
^ar raifed about a ftag wounded by a young boy, could not 
indeed command our concern, fo much as the burning of 
Troy, and the love of Dido. *Tis a g^reat miftake to believe 
an author can foar, when the fubjefl finks. All the art he 
employs, ihews only that he tills with labour and (kill an 
ungrateful foil. If the natural chain of events in the i^neid, 
could have allowed Virgil to rife by degrees, in point of fen- 
timent and grandeur ; his poem had been as unexceptionable 
as the bounds of human talents will permit* In uiort, his 
fault lies in having reached to the utmoft pitch of his art in 
the middle of his courfe. VoLTAiaE*fi EiTay on Epic 
Poetry, pag. 41. 

Vei.a. To mount,'] Utqui imfulit arffia. The con^mentatort 
would make us believe, that Virgil here alludes to a cuftom 
of the Roman generals. They ufed to enter the temple of 
Mars, and after (baking the fliields that were hung round the 
walls, they then (hook the fpear of the god himfelt, and cried 
out Mars, vigila / But Catrou is of opinion, that Virgil here 
means fimply, they (Inick their (pears againft their ihields, 

by 



Book 8- OF VIHGIL. 265 

And the loud trumpets, heard from far, excite 5 

The generous youth, and call them to the fight. 

Confederate pow'rs confpire, the war to wage ; 

And the mad nations breathe revenge and rage. 

Their armies Ufens and MeiTapus guide. 

With proud Mezentius who the gods defy'd. f • 

From the fuipended plough they drag the fwains. 

And for the war difpeople all the plains. 

To Arpi next fage Vehulus they fped 

To beg the aid of royal Diomed 5 

And charge the hoary envoy to inform . 15 

The martial monarch of the rifing Horm ; 

That Troy's proud navy rides iu Tyber's floods s 

^neas here has fixt his vanquilh-d gods ; 

And vaunts himfelf the prince, ordain'd by fate 

To fway the fcepter of th' Hefperian date ; ^® 

The nations own his caufe, his right proclaim. 

And Latium echoes with his growing fame ; 

That beft himfelf could judge, who knew the foe, 

jFrom fuch a war what dread efFeds may flow ; 

What is his mighty aim, his proud intent 1 2^ 

And, fhould he conquer, what the dire event. 



Ijy way of provoking each other to the iight. MiUs firiens 
JcutOj qui babiius tram coHcitaf. Am. Marcel. 1. 14. Milton 

has made a noble ufe of this bint, Paradife Loft, Book i. 66^ 
Hefaidt and, to confirm his words, outflew 
Millions of fiaming fwords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty cherubim } the fudden blaze 
Far round illumined hell $ Jiighly they rag*d 
Againft the Higheft, and fierce with graijped arms^ 
Clailrd on their founding ihields the dih of war. 
Hurling dtfiaace toward the vault of heaven* 
Vou IU. N 
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Was left for him to weigh ; whofe Hate and throne. 
And fortunes, Hood endangered like their own. 

All this the Trojan chief beheld, opprefl 
With cares that roU'd tumultuous in his breaft. jg 

A thoufand thoughts his wavering foal divide. 
That turns each way, and points to every fide. 
So from a brazen vafe the trembling ftream 
Reflcfts the lunar, or the folar beam : 
Swift and elufive of the dazled eyes, 35 

From wall to wall the dancing glory flies : 
Thence to the cieling (hoot the glancing rays. 
And o'er the roof the quivering fplendor plays. 

'T was night— and, weary with the toils of day, . 
In foft repofe the whole creation lay ; 40 

30. With carts that roltd^l Marno cur arum jluBuai stflu^ 
is a very fyblim? and expreflive metaphor. But thus Catullus, 
Argonaut, vjer. 6a. 

Profpicitf &f magnis curarum fluBuat undis, 
Aud Lucretius, B. 6. 33. 

j^ Vol'vere curarum trifles ih peBorefiuBus. 
33, Sn from J] This fimiie feems to be imitated fronj 
Apollcnius Rhodius, Arg. L. 3. , 

' ^ n KpetJ^in Tiidteif iVTOa-iiV %BviP. 

'TJ^etJo^ i^etrnta-At TO cTu vtoy >?s K^Cn7l 
Hg-cr» iP yetvKa k^x^T^'* ^^ ^^^* ^^' ^^^* 

;QK€tfl 9ffO^<tKtyi't Til'A^^iTAl AlO'CHO'A' 
Scaliger on occailon ot the exprtflion imagine lun^ in this 
comparifon, thinks proper to afic whether it "is to be fuppofed 
that Virgil was acquainted with that philofophical queftion, 
An turner res fit qitadam fuapte natura exiflens f Poet. B. 5. 
c. 6. Sl^are (fays he) dixit imaginem luna ? nam lumen 
ncn eft ah imagine lunay fed a luna : imago enim eftfpecies res. 
An di<vimis 'uir'fciehat hoc a pbihfophis difputari f *' An lumcfl 
res %tuedam fiit^ -fifr/' 
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i^nd lail the Trojan prince, oppreft with care 

On the dire profpeft of th' approaching ^^ar. 

Sunk, and in balmy flumbers clos'd his eyes ; 

His couch the bank ; his canopy the flcies. 

When, flow-emerging thro' the poplar wood, 4j 

Rpfe the majeftic father of the flood, 

Tyber, the guardian god, in open view ; 

A fea- green mantle round his.flioiilders flew; 

A wreath of reeds adorn'd his hoary head. 

And, to relieve his fqrrows, thus he faid.: 59 

O long-expefted on our blell abodes. 
Great chief, the true defcendant of the gods ! 
Whofe condud brings thy refcu'd Troy once more 
^o rife immortal on our Latian fliore ; 
Proceed, and conquer, prince ! nor yield to fear ; jj 
Here lies thy fated home, thy Ilion here. 
Go !— meet the threat'ning war; thy cares arc vain. 
The gods relent, and hcav'n grows mild again* 
Nor think, an airy viiion of the night, 
A traniient empty dream deludes thy flghf. 69 

Soon -thou ftialt view, beneath an oakrecIinM^ 
A large white mother of the briftly kind. 
With her white numerous brood of thirty young. 
Who drain her udders as flxe lies along. 

45, $: feq. Wbenjlow,'] This appearance of Tyber (with 
fome little additional refinement) has, through all fucceeding 
ages, been an originial pattern. for all thofe poeticarmagicians, 
who are fond of framing fpells for railing river gods. Every 
one, at leait, is fure to have an a^ure mantle, with a crown 
of reeds. But none of thefe appearances is more beautiful than 
that of Sabrina in the Ccmus of Milton. 

63. Wttb bsr fwbtteA P^reri tot eportet porcos^ qttoi 
mammas babeat. Si minus fariat^ fru&uari^tm sdoneam nm 

N a ejfii 
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There, there, thy town, great hero, fhAll afccnd, 65 

There all thy labours, all thy wOes ftiall end. 

Heav'n, by this fign, ordains thy royal fon. 

When thirty years in full fucceffiOTi run, 

SKall build a • city of diftinguifti'd fame, 

"Which from this omen fhall derive her name* 70 

But to fucceed, purfue what I advife ; 

Go, make th' Arcadian tribes thy firm allies. 

The race, that own'd of old great Pallas' fway, 

Hither beneath Evander bent their way ; 

Then rais'd their w^ls on the tall mountain's crown; yj 

And Pallas' name adorn'd the rifmg town* 



efe 'y Jt plures pariat, efe portentum s in quo illud antijuiOiTnum 
J'uijfe fcribitutj quod Jus Lannni ALnea triginta porcos peperit 
alios, Itaqtse quod portendentfaSfum xxx annum ut La'vinenfet 
condiderint oppidum Albam, Hujus fuu & porcarum etiam ^ 
nunc 'vejiigia apparent^ &c. Varro, de Re Ruf. Hence it is 
plain, that Virgil inferts this ftory of the fow, as an ancient 
iuperftitious tradition. Sec note on ver. 14.2, B. 7, Juvenal 
alludes to this prodigy ; . 

■' — Laiis Phrygibus mtrabile fumen 
Et nunquam *uifis trigmtA clara mamiilisi Sat. 13. 
71. Goyfr.ake th" Arcadian tribes.'] Aicadiais in the middle 
©f Peloponnelbs. [See note ver. 176. B. 8. and Eclog. 4. 58.J 
i^rom hence came Evander, being obliged to fly his coui)try» 
according to Servius, for killing his father by miftake ; or, 
according t© Paufanias, in Arcadicis^ he kft Arcadija to plant 
a colony, and placed it upon a mountain near the Tyber, in 
a fmall town which he called Palantiumy Palanteum Pala- 
tium ; which names are derived from Pallantium, a city of 
Arcadia j Vvhence he came, according to Livy, and others | 
or from Pallas, an Arcadian king his anceftor, according 
to Virgil. His mother was nam.ed Nicoftrata, who, on ac- 
count of her gift of prophecy [fee not« ver. 358. B. 8.] was 
by the Romans called Carmcntis. His father is generally 
allowed to be.Meixury. Rome was built on the mountain^ 
called Mons Pcdatinus \, and tp tlits d&y> by the Italians^ 
MonU P^atintr. Rujsus. 

•Alba* 
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But foon the Latian race in arms appear ; 

And with the Grangers wage a di^adful war* 

Go, join their forces^ and their aid implere^ 

And fear the gathering hoflile train bo more. ®* 

Rife, fon of Venus, rife, employ thy oars ; 

Our fclf will guide thee to the friendly fhiorefi. 

Soon as the day (hall dawji, thy gifts prepare. 

And vanquiih heav'n's revengeful que&n with pray V, 

Crown'd with fuccefs, and all thy foes o'er-aw*d, 85 

Difcharge to me the honours of a god, 

To me the fire of this imnKM'tal flood : 

For know, old Tyber (lands before thine eyes, 

Ador'd on earth, and reverenced in the ikies. 

I lead, in peaceful pomp, my humid train 9^ 

Along thefe banks, and bathe the fruitful plain : 

And on our fides a city ihall be feen ; 

Oar glorious feat ; the world's majeflic queen I 

92. And OH wr fides a cityJbaU be feen 

Our glorious feaU the njoorUts mc^efiic queen,"] 
This paflage has given great trouble to the commentators, t» 
explain it. Ruaeus inferts a comma at domus^ 

Hie mibi magna domuSf celfis caput urbibus exit. 
And interprets it, this is my palace, my fountain rifes near 
great cities : celfu urbibus^ that is, fays Servius, Tnicia, at 
that time in a very flourifhing condition, and fniltrefs of the 
greater part of Italy. But in his note on the line, Ruaeus 
obferves, that the future city Rome is perhips here hinted 
at; in which fenfe Dr. Trapp, De La Cerda, Segiais, Dry- 
den, and L. Lauderdale, underftand il. Dr. Trapp fcems 
to think, that the making uft of the prefent, for the ivmue, 
is no coniiderable objection againft this interpretation, ef)»e- 
cially in a prophetical or oracular fentence. And afterwards 
he adds, '*I am clearly of opinion, that Virgil intended the 
fenfe I have rendered ; yet, not excluding the other ; and 
that he on purpofe expreffed it ambiguoiiny, becaufe it is 

N 3 . pro^ 
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The god then plungM beneath his oozy bed ; 
And with the night the hero's ilumb^r fled, 95 

He rofe, and ftrait his joyful eyes Airvey 
The purple fplendors of the dawning day ; 
Then w^ater in his palm devoutly took, 
Raised to the Ikies, and thus with tranfport fpoke :• 

Ye nymphs, Lauren tf an nymphs ! from whofe fopjflietf 
And watery ftores the fweliing river* rife ;• 10 r 



prophetical and oracular, as I faid befoi^e;' T!*fi?at the other 
lenie is not excluded, leems probable from wliat ^neas altera 
wards fays, vcr. 75, 

Sluocunque folo pulcbetrimus exis, " 

But Tanaquil Faber, in his notes on LUcretius, fcems to 
have given a folution to thi'S difficulty, and to have explained 
the p^/Tage with great judgment. lie obferves, that the god 
Tyber in this line forctels the future grandeur of Rome \ 
that conlequently he mufl: make ufe of the future tenfe, in 
delivering his predi^0D> and that the^liae ihould be read 
thus- 

//;V nubt magna domus celfis caput urbibus efcit, 

feu eJHtf for erit^ ttfX/t'iKti^ J and that there is great beauty 
and propriety in putting an antique word into the mouth of 
this prophetical god; and tliat Virgil, who was fo^Tond of 
the old expreiBons, could never have introduced one of them 
OH a more fuitable occafion. 

That efcit is ufed for erit^ he has the authority of Lucre- 
tius, lib. I. 6i3« 

Ergo rerum inter fummam mi/nmamque quid efcit. 

And Lambinus, in his note on this line^ obferves, that' 
fuperefcit is ufed forfupererit, by Ennius— — 

Dum quidem & unus homo Romde toiafuperefcit, 
I think we have fufficient reafon, fronv the foregoing re- 
mark of Tanaquil Faber, to reftore efcit to the text of Vir- 
gil : Some ignorant tranfcriber, not knowing what to make 
of this old word, and (eeing exis a few lines after, probably 
took a hint from thence to write exit. See Havercamp'ft- 
Edition of Lucretius, 4* Voir i. pag. 462. 
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And thou, old Tyber ! my propitious gmide,^ 
Receive iEneas on thy facred tide ; 

I' 

From every ill defend him, as he goes,. 

And look with pity on his cndlefs woes; roj 

Then from whatever fource thy ftreams furvey 

The golden light,, and marmxtring fpring to day ;- 

O thou, the greateft of the watry gods, 

Majeftic prince of all' th' Hcfpcrian floods f- 

Still to thy name doe honouri will I pay, i !• 

And gifts unceaiing on thy altars lay. 

But oh ! beprefent with thy aid divine,. 

Display, and then confirm the promi^'d fign. 

He faidj then arm*d his Trojans, and fupply'd 
Two barks with oars, to Hemthe yellow tide. 1 1 ^ 

174. He find y then arnCdy &c.] ^neas is not abfent f« 
Ibng, as he generally feems to have been, when he went to get 
ailies to a(!ut. him againft Turnus. This expedition is as 
qaickr, as it was ncccffary. He goes from his camp near Oflia, 
about 15 miles up the Tyber toRome; thence zo by land to 
Cervetcrre ; and thence to his camp again, about ^15 by fea. 

He fets out (^n. 8. 86.) by night, gets as far as Rome (ibid, 
97.) about noon \ and reils at £vander*s (ibid. 369.) the next 
night. 

The fecond day he fets out for Ccrveterre ; comes in fight of 
Tarcon, and his army ; and (lops in the wood of Sylvanut 
for that night, (ibid, 456, 551, G08.) 

The third day(iEn,-io. 157.) he is with Tarcon j is joined 
immediately by his troops j lets fail that afternoon, (ib. 147, 
192, 214, and 216,) and co itimiss failing all the night. 

The fourth day in the morning (ib. 257, 260.) he comes In 
fight of his camp j lands (yer. 301.) and gets a victory over 
tlie enemy (ver. 908.) that evening. > 

The two allies Virgil gives ^fineas in his war agalnft th«. 
Kutilians, are Evander and Tarcon \ one, king o^ that part 
of the countcy where Rome was afterwards built; and the 
other, king of Hetruria ; (or the fame reafon that he fpeaks 
«if Tufcany and Rome together, in fomany other particular 

N ^ pa£. 
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When Id ! the promised omen was difplay'd ; 
The large white dam lay ftretchM along the fhade. 
With all her fnowy young, ill open view ; 
Whom, with her brood, the prince to Juno flew* 
Now while the ftiip* with equal itrokes they row'd, 1 20 
All night old Tyber calm'd his fwelling flo#d. 

paflage^. And as he had St fondnefs foi the place where he 
was bom, he has ihewed his addrefs (ver. 203.) in annexing 
Ihe troops of Mantaa to thofe of Ttifcany, that hi? native, 
country, which lay out of his line, might not lofe the honour 
of having aflifted in eflablifhing ^neas on the throne i and 
confequently, in making way for the Caefarean family, fo 
many centuries after. Thus by this fingle difpofition, he ha« 
paid his compliments to Augudus, to MecaeneSy and to his 
country. HoLDswoRTH, and SpfcKCi. 

11^. Toyunejk'w,'} I could not, fays Dryden, turn the 
word f;ii;n into £ngl>(h with any grace. Tho' it was of fo 
much necefTity in the Roman rites, that a facrificc could not be 
performed without it. 'Tis of the fame nature (if I may pre- 
fume to name that iaa-ed myftery) in our words of confecra* 
tion at the ^Itar. That exim was of any ntceflity in the Ro- 
man rites, never was obferved, I believe, but by Dryden i 
who, if he had confulted Servius, would have learned ths«| 
enim is redundant, and merely ornamental $ *vacat, ^ iantum 
ad omatum fertinei. 

J2 J. jlli flight old Tyber,'\ Mr. Spcnce obferves, that 
there is Something of the miked metaphor (or rather mixed al- 
legory) in this paHTagej and I know no occafion (continues 
he) in which the ancients are fo npt to fall into it, or at Icafi 
to border upon it, as when they arc fpeaking of rivers or 
liver-godfk Polymet. Dial. 20. not. 10. 

To this ren-.ark I fliall beg leave to ftibjoin, that the mo- 
derns, as well as the ancients, are apt to fall into this mixed 
allegory j jiot only in fpeaking of rivers and river-gods, but 
in other fubje^ls, where the deity prefiding over, and the 
thing prefided over, are confounded and put indifcriminately 
the one for the other. Thus, Thomfon : 

Crown M with the fickle and the wheaten iheaf. 
While Autumn.— 

Thus far we have fome idea of a perfonagc rcprefenting the 

fcafon 
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The il umbering flreams no mingling murmurs make. 

Smooth, ^s the glaffy level of the lake. 

With joyful fhouts the fable gallies glide, 

Eafy and light, along the floating tide. 125 

Surpriz'd, the forefls and the floods beheld 

Bright arms and veflels on the watry field. 

All night, all day, they ply their bufy oars 

Along the mazes of the winding fliores. 

And gently move beneath the waving fcene 130 

Of groves, that paint the checquer*d floods with green. 

Now had the fun's bright courfers whirl'd on high 
His fiery chariot to the mid-day flcy : — 

feafon Autumn, crowned with a iickle (which by the way i# 
odd) and the wheat-ftieaf. But what follows ? 

" — — . Nodding o'er the ydlow plain 

Comes iovial on. 
Here nodding applied to the god Autumn is plainly an epithet 
belonging tp the corn, over which he preHded. Sec the fpefclt 
of Tellus, Ovid Metam. B. ». which affords numheilefs in- 
ftances of this abfurd mixture, as do many parts of Ovid, 
1*5. Eafy and light J] 

Ergo iter incaptum peragunt rumore fecundQ. 
Servius feems inclined to read rumone fecundoj i. e. favenle 
Jluvio, an eafy tide. The Tyber was called rumon, on ac- 
count of thcficus ruminalis, mentioned by Livy, B. 1. 4. near 
the banks of^^ it, under which the wolf gave fuck to Romulun 
and Remus. This fig-tree was called rumlnalisy a pr abends 
rument »• e. mammam, Plin. Nat. Hlft. 15. 18. I think ru» 
mone a good reading, as the moft eafily conftrued ; but Virgil 
undoubtedly wrote rumote Jecundo^ in imitation of Ennius, 
L. 3. Ann. 

Mqx auferrt domos populi rumore fscundo. 

With profpfrous omen, as Trapp very juftly tranflates it. 
Upon this omen of the white fow, the foldiers had a cuaent 
report, that the event wo^ld be profperous. Fabricius' ol>- 
ferves, th^irrumore fecundo was proverbially ufcd among the 
ancients, to fignify the good fuccefs of any bufinels. 

N 5 
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Whcnlo! the diftant tow'rs the train defcries; 
And walls and intermingled houfes rife; 1.3c 

Evandcr's homely date— where now appears 
IjDimortal Rome, adv'anc'd above the ftars !' 
Thither they, turn the prow without delay. 
And to the city bend their eager way. . 

Before the town, within the gloomy woods, , 140: 
To great Alcides and the favouring gods, 
Ij:chanc'd, that day, th' Arcadian monarch paid. 
A folemn offering in the fecret fhade.. 
Pallas bis fon,, the rural fenate round. 
And the chief youths the flaming altars crown'd : 14^ 
With fuming incenfe in their hands they ^ood, 
lAnd thered pavement blufli'd with facrM blood.^ 

Soon as they faw the fhips in filence-movc, ^ 
And fhine between the openings of the grove ;- 
A fuddcn dread ftrikcs cold thro' every breaft ; 15Q; 
They ftart, they rife, and.leave th' unfinifli'd feaft. . 
But Rallas bids the guefts the rite purfnc, 
llien fnatch'd a javcUa, and impetuous flew—* 

T^Ofc Before ibe to^wt.J TX^tve is foractBing very engage 
ibg in the dUpofition of this fcene. A facrifice performed in ^ 
a wrood, by the king,, the. prince, and all the court. In th« 
Aiidilot fapeaeefuLa folemnity, they are fuddenly encouDter<^ 
ed with thQ ilgbt af iliips, and armed men ji:fl read^ to land* 
uponthenii This Is likewife a fine and -natural introduflion to^ 
the nobJe «{>iibde of Cacus-; whofe death' was this occafion of * 
the feftival which they arc now celebrating. Trapp.- 

152. But Pallas.'] This is a fine opening to th^ character 
«f Pallas. This young prince, who is afterwards to make fo 
conquerable a figure in the i^neid, is inftantly alarmed at the* 
KoiHle appearance of the (hips, fnatcbes up a javelin, and witlv 
l^reat boldnefs and ready courage, demands the bufmefiof the. 
Trojans, Any of the reft of the company might with almott 

ct^uaL 
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Refolve mc, ftranger, (from a point^he calls,) 
Who, whence you are, and why approach our walls ? 1 5 5 
What urg'd your voyage to thefe ftiores, declare ? 
Speak, fpeak your bufinefs — bring you peace or war ? 

High on the ftsrn the Trojan hero Hands, 
And he'd a branch of olive in his hands. 
Behold, he cries, the far-fam'd fons of Troy; 160 
Thefe fwords againft ths Latians we employ j 
The pcrjur'd Latians ; whofc unjuft alarms ^ 
Force us to fly to great Evander's arms. - 

Go, tell your king, the Dardan chiefs appear," 
And beg his potent fuccoor in the war. 16^' 

Whoe'er thou art, approach, he cries with joy, 

(All fir*d to hear the glorious name of Troy ;) 

To my great father be thy fnit addreft,' 

And grace our manfions as a friend and gueft.' 

With that he gave the Dardan prince his hand,' r/o' 

And led the godlike hero from the ftrand : 

c(Jual. propriety have made this demand 5 butVrrgilveryjudr- 
cjoudy takes this oppoitunity of pfepoflfefling our opinions in ■ 
favour of the new hero.The brevity of his addrcfs is admirable:. 
Et pTGcul e tumulo ; JliTjeneSy qaa caufa fubegit 
I^ftoias tent are *vias. ? quo tenJitis, inquit? 
i^id genus ? unde dQmo ? pacemne bucfertis,an arm a F 
The epithet of Pallas in this place is auddx, which Serviiis ob- 
fervtts, Virgil always makes ufeof when he reprefents a man 
bVavc, but unfortunate. Thus, audacem ad Tumum, Book 7 > 

166^ ffljse'er thou art,] Virgil attributes a high degree of. 
civility and complaifance towards a ftranger, to- Pallas/ There 
is /otnething which difcovers a. moft humane diipofition in 
tbofe wor is, Egr edere qiiicunque es, Taubmannus rightly ob- 
iei-ves, that the modefty of Pallas on this occafion is remark 
able; who, .like a youth of ingenuous birth and breeding, 
refers ^neas to his father for an anfwer. See Scalig. B. 3. 
c zo. de Moribus. 

ijo-^ Pri/ict,bis taad*^^ Tacitus tells, that it was the* 

cuftoiDu 
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Then to the facred grove their way they took ; 

And thus the Trojan to the monarch fpoke : 

. Beft of the Greeks ! to whom devoid of fear, 

Conftrain'd by fate, thefe types of peace I bear. 175 

Tho' from Arcadia's hoftile bounds you caine, 

Ally'd to both the kings of Atreus' name. 

Yet hither did thy fame my fteps incline. 

My own fixt choice, heav'n's oracles divine ; 

And the mixt glories of our kindred line. 1 80 

For know we both from mighty Atlas trace, 

^ho props th' etherial fphcres, our ancient race. 

Our father Dardanus, a glorious name. 

From his fam'd daughter, fair Eledbra, came« 

His beauteous Maia, on Cyllene's height, 185 

Pifclos'd your fire, great Mercury, to light. ^ 

Thus from that common fource divided run . 

Our facred lines, as fir ft they met in one. 

Rais'd by thefe hopes all caution I difown, 

And fent no envoys tp addrefs thy throne, 150 

But came unguarded, fearlefs, and alone. 

.Our Daunian foes, with equal rage, deftroy 

^Your fufF'ring fubjeOs and the fons of Troy ; 

And hope, if they expel the Dardan.train, 

From fea to fea to propagate -their reign. I9£ 

Then in a league let either nation join, 

For know, our Trojans are a martial line, 

cu(Iq{p of prijiccs, when they would ftrike a leagbe, to Join 
their right hands, and as it wcr^ to bin^ and fqueeze their fin- 
gers together. PoHices inter fe vincire, £f nodo conftrit^ere. 

176. ^ho Jrom Arcadians hofiiU bounds. 1 The Arcadians 
btlonged to Greece, wbofe cities, which were generally in- 
depj^ndent, were united by one common tye, like the Swifs 
Cantons, which compofe the Helvetic body. So that the Ar- 
«9uiiaQ9j as a people of Qicccej \)rere encmki to the Trojans* 
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Valiant and bold, and feafon'd to alarms, 
True to their leagues, and exercis'd in arms ! 

Thus he— the monarch roU'd his eager eyes 200 
O'er his majeftic form, and thus replies : 

On all thy features how I dwell with joy : * 
Welcome, thrice welcome, glorious prince of Troy ! 
How in thy face, my ancient friend I fee f 
Anchifes looks, and lives, and fpeaks in thet ! 205 
Well I recall great Priam's ftately port. 
Whence once he fought his • royal fifter's court 
On Salaminian fhores, with all his train ; 
And took his way thro* our Arcadian plain. 
Then, but a youth, IgazM the flrangers o'er, 210 
And much admir'd the chiefs, their monarch more; 
But moil Anchifes ; for, fupremely tall, 
Thy graceful godlike fire outlhin'd them all. 
Eager I long'd in friendlhip's facred bands 
To hold the chief, and join our flighted hands, ^15 
Led him to Pheneus' ancient walls, careft 
Th* illuftrious prince, and daim'd him for my gueft. 
On me, at parting, generous he beftow'd 
Two golden bridles, that refulgent glow'd, • 
(A glorious prefent by my fon poifeft,) 22a' 

With a rich quiver and embroider'd vcft. 
The peace you aflc, we give j our friendfhip plight. 
And, foon as morn reveals the purple light. 
With our confederate troops, a martial train. 
Safe ril difmifs thee from thefe walls again. 225 

«i4. With our confederate troops. "] The action of the ^neid 
(fays Catrou) is fimple, like Uiat of the Iliad. Both thofe 

poem^ 
* Hefiosc« 
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Now, fincc as friends you honour our abode, 
Affift, and pay due offerings to the god. 
With us purfue the folemn annual feafts. 
And from this hour commence our conilant guefts. 

He faid ; the bowls replac'd in open view, 2jp 

The joyful train the holy rites renew.;. 
The hoary king difpos'd his guefts around,^ 
And plac'd the Trojans on the verdant ground. . 
But for their prince an ample couch was fpread ;. 
A lion's f£oils adorn'd the rural bed. 23^^ 

Now brought the chofen youths and priefts agaia. 
The facred banquet to the Granger train ; , ' 

p6cm8 end without a pcripetie, or at lead' without a remem-« 
brancc or difcovcry. But that which Virgil omitted in the" 
recital of his general a6lion, he has given as in an acceflbry - 
incident. He feigns that i^neas is recognifed by Evander^and . 
this produces a new fituation in the affairs of the Trojan*. 
He affords him an ally, who procures him a fecond alltanc«^ 
with the Etrufcans. Upon the whole, this remembrance; 
isinade in a manner the leaft affected in the world. The 
adventure which brought Evander hither, and the ancient ' 
friend/hip between him and AnclYiles, have a certain . heroic 
Savoetey which is very pleafing. Neverthclefs the mind is 
ftill kept in fufpence, concerning the iffue of this interview 
between i^neas and Eyander. The one is an Arcadian, 
[fee note on Ver. 176. B. %.\ and confequently an enemy 
of-the Trojans. We ai'e fuilicitous to know how ^Eneas 
will bring him felfofF* I only wifh that the fucccls of this* 
voyage of -ffincas, had not been previoufly related by the god • 
of the Tyber. The (urprize would hkve been much greater, 
and the marvellous more-ftrongly difplayed. 

Z27. AJJlftf and pav.'\ Sncra — qua jliffere nefas. It was*- 
a veiy lucky circumftance for Virgil, that the ancients wei-e 
under an indifpenfable obligation of continuing the facrifice, 
when they had once begun. By this means the poet finds an 
opportunity of introducing the praifes of Hercules, and tht:. 
noble epifode of Cacus, without any inconiiftency* Sec coa*' 
ccmtng the Piaculumi note^ ver,2«B»xx« 
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Difpens'd from caniflers the bread around. 

And with the foaming wine the goblets crown'd : 

The Dardan prince and every Trojan gueft, zACk- 

Reclin'd at eafe, partake the iblemn feaft.. 

But when the rage of craving hunger fled. 

Thus to the chief the hoary monarch faid : . 

*Tis not for nought we pay thefe rites divine. 
- To great Alcides* evcr-honour'd (hrinej z^e 

Our worihip fprings from gratitude fihcere. 
Not heady zcaf, . nor fuperftitious fear ; 
Nor are our tribes by blind devotion aw*d ; . 
But, fav'd by Hercules, adore the god. 
For lo !' in air yon hanging mck behold ! 250 

See heaps oh heaps, on ruins ruins roU'd ! 
See yon huge cavern, yawnihg-wide around! 
Where ftill the fhatter'd mountain fpreads the ground. 
That fpacious hold, grim Cacus once po/Teft, 
Tremendous fiend ! half human, halfabeaft!' 255 

154, Orim Cacus.} This ceTebralf d cp»fode is no* enticely 
fi^itious. Livy and Dionyfius HalicarnafTeus relate the ftoiy, 
(I mean the bare circumltances^ as we find it in our poet. 
Catrpu rcmzrloi, that all the beauties requifite to form a com* 
plete narrative, are here united. In the hands of an Italian 
y>oct, fays he, this epifode would have made one entire canto j 
but here no circumAance is drawn out beyond its due bounds. 
The fpirit with which the combat between Hercules and 
Gacus is toldi is beyond, imitation : it is fo grand that 
one would be almoft inclinable to. think the poet has 
offended againft natiu-e, in. putting fuch fublime terms into 
the mouth of the old Evander, whofe imagination is luppofed 
to be more rude and uncultivated. — But this laft remark is 
mod affefledly refined ; for it is well known by readers of 
ancient hiftory, that Evander pofiefled tlie talent of eloquence 
in fo eminent a decree, that he was deemed, the Ton of Mer- 
ftiry. JLi vy calls him, l^ennabiUs *vir miracub liter arum^ B., 
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Deep, deep as hell, the difmal dungeon lay. 

Dark and impervious to the beams of day. 

With copious (laughter fmoak'd the purple floor ; 

Pale heads hung horrid on the lofty door. 

Dreadful to view! and dropped with crimfbn gore. 260 

The fiend from Vulcan fpruftg ; and, like his fire. 

The mighty monfter breath 'd a florm of fire. 

So fierce he rag'd ; till time at length beftow'd* 

The prefence, aid, and vengeance of a god. 

For now Alcides left the realms of Spain, 26^ 

Proud of the fpoils of huge Geryon (lain. 

To thefe fair ihores the bellowing droves he led ; 

Along the bank& and flow'ry vales they fed. 

The fiend refolves to bear the prize away 

By fraud or force ; and meditatfes the prey. 270 

JFour b«auteo(is heifers, four fair bulls he took, 

Inclos'd and lodg-'d them in the gloomy rock ; 

But by their tails the flruggling prey he drew. 

And thought to puzzle*the deluded view. 

The turning tracks, inverted, whtre they tread, 275 

Back from the monger's darkfome cavern led. 

J. c. 7. Befides we are not to fuppofe that Evunder was un- 
able to rclatfe any grand fubjeft with dignity, becaufe he was 
iituated amone wild rocks and woods. Catrou fubjoins, that 
Virgil generally referves the beauties of verfification for his 
cpifodes : Thefe are, as it were, the refreflunents of the rea- 
der, and the poet (hoald give them all the graces of his art,r— 
Upon the whole, this epiTode is a part of the iSneid, which 
taken by itfclf, will appear entirely finished ; and Virgil cer- 
-tainly gave it his laft hand. Thus, in Shakefpeare, we fre- 
quently find particular fcenes wc(rked up to the higheft pitch 
of perfe6lion, con atnornt ^ the Italians fay, and abfolutely 
complete \ when the whole play, perhaps, if incorre^ in ge^ 
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Mean time the mighty drove the hero leads 

To frelhcr paftures, and untrampled meads. 

The parting herds fpread wide, and roar around ; 

Fields, woods and hills, rebellow to the found. 280 

When lo ! a heifer heard her love complain. 

And roar'd refponfive from the cave again ; 

From vault to vault the found in thunder flew, 

And the detefted fraud agpear'd in view. 

Alcides feiz'd his arms, inflam'd with ire# 2S5 

Rage in his look^, and all his foul on fire ; 

Fierce in his hands the pon'drous club he ihook. 

And, mad for vengeance, mounts th' aerial rock. 

Then, firft appall'd the monfter we defcry. 

Death in his cheek, and horror in his eye. 29 

Swift as the wind, with terror wing'd, he fled. 

And in the gloomy cavern plung'd his head. 

The pond'rous rock, impenetrably ilroiig. 

On folid hinges by his fatker hung, 

To guard the dreadful dungeon, dowti he drew : 2gf 

The fhatter'd chains and burfting barriers flew. 

scarce had the fiend let down th' enormous weight. 

When fierce the god came thund'ring to the gate. 

He gnafh'd his teeth with rage, the pafies try*d. 

And roU'd his eager eyes on every fide ; 30© 

Now here, now there, a fiery glance he threw. 

And thrice, impetuous, round the mountain flew; 

%^j. S'wift.l It is but common juftrce to obferve, that tke 
franflator hath kept up the fire and energy that fill the original, 
in tlie animated dtfcription of this combat. 

302. Round the mnuntain,'\ Aventini montem, fays the 
original. How greatly the Romans muft have been delighted 
with this ftory, as the fcene of it lies on a fpot tbcy every 
day beheld I 
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Thrice ftrove to ftorm the mafly gates in vain ; 
And thrice; o'erfpent, fat panting, on the plain. 

A pointed rock behind the cavern flood, 305 

That to the left frown'd dreadful o'er the flood, 
Black, rough, and vaft ; a pile of wond'rous height, 
A folemn haunt for every bird of night. 
This, from the right, the go4 incumbent (hook ; 
Fierce from the folid bafe he heav'd the rock. 310 

Then pufli'd convulfive with a frightful peal. 
The fmoaking fteep rolls thund'ring down the vale. 
To the loud din, earth, air and heav'n reply ; 
The b^nks ftart wide ; and back the furgcs fly. 
ExposM to fight the monfl:er's dungeon lay, 515 

And the huge cave flew open to the day. 
So, if the bolts of Jove fliould burft the ground,. 
And opening earth difdpfe the vafl profound,^ 



305. J pointed rock'."] The ftory of Cacuswas proHablf; 
niitd on fomc old confufed tradition of the place, and if (b^ 
was doubly entertaining to a^ Roman, when he faw it workec^ 
tip into fo noble a piece of poetry, as it would have pleafed an 
Englilhman, to have ften i» Prince Arthur any of the old 
traditions of Guy varied and beautified in an epiibde, hadr 
the author led his hero into Warwickfhire on that occafion. 

Addison. 

3J7. SOfiftheboltsJ] MadaroDacier and Pope feena, to be 
mlftaken, in imagining this fimile is copied Irom Homer. 
The Greek poet is fpcaking of the agitation all nature fuffered 
while the gods took the field. Among the reft of the cenf ufion,, 
Pluto is reprefented leaping from his throne, and afraid, left 
Neptune (the fhaker ot the eaith, ivoo'tx^ay) ^^^^^ "P*"* 
the ground, and difcover the regions of darknefs. Trapp ob» 
fci ves, that Pluto trembled, and even then, it was not becaule. 
the earth was opened, but for fear it (hould be. But he uo 
where makes ufe of this image for a fimile, as Virgil does \, 
flUicUhe application is excellent. In faft> here is ooly one .piece, 

of. 
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The folema fecrets of the dark abodes. 

Heirs dreadful regions, dreadful ev'n to gods ; 320 

Full on the black abyfs the beams would play, 

■ 

And the pale ghofts ftart at the ilaih of day : 

As pale (his dungeon ftorm'd) with wild affright. 

Glares the dire fiend, furpriz'd in open light. 

He roars aloud, while thund'ring from above, 525 

Full on the foe the furious hero drove. 

With every vengeful inftrument in view. 

Whole trunks of trees and broken rocks he threw. 

Now round the cavern, in defpair of flight, 

Th* enormous monfter breathes a fudden night ; 33^ 

To blind or blaft his mighty foe, expires 

Thick clouds of fmoke, and all his father's fires. 

With that, the vengeful god in fury grew. 

And headlong thro' the burning tempeft flew. 

Fierce on the fiend, thro* ftifling fumes he came„ 33 J 

Thro' ftreams of fmoke and deluges of flame ; 

There, while in vain he breath'd the fires around,. 

His trembling prize the great Alcides found ;, 

Limb lock'd in limb, froan. earth his feet he rends. 

And on the ground his monftrous bulk extends ; 34^ 

Strangled the ftruggling foe with matchlefs might,. 

And from their caverns tore the balls of fight. 

Thus the huge fiend, exhaufled, breathlefs, tir'd,.. 

Loud bellowing, in th' Herculean grafp expired. 

of a verfc tranfliated from Homer; Diis itrvija is plaihly 
Homcfs ru^SKO"!. flgo/ T€p, a very immaterial circumftancc 
in both poets : and by this it appears, that Ruaeus and otherg, 
ar« wrong in rendering i»i'//^ by inafpe^a, wtiStv feenhj ^X\%^ 
jfods, for> bated by the- gods* 
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The god then burft the gates ; and open He 545 

The den's \raft depths, all naked to the flcy. 
Th* expanded caves^dlfmiTs th' imprifon'd prey. 
From the black darkfome dungeon to the day. 
Forth by the feet the crowds the monfter drew ; 
On his huge fize they feaft their eager view ; 350 

His fhaggy limbs» his dreadful eyes admire, 
And gaping throat, that breath'd infernal fire. 

From that bleft hour th' Arcadian tribes beftow'd 
Theie iblemn honours on their guardian god.- 
Potitius firft, his gratitude to prove, 355 

Ador'd Alcides in the ihady grove ; 

350. Ott bh huge Jizi.'] Thns Bel^hxhe, after having killca 
the falvkge man, Spenlcr's Fairy QiiNeen, B. 4. c. 7. ^. 3*. 

Vet over him ihe there long gazing ftood. 

And oft admii*M hi» mosftrous fliape, and oft 

His mighty limbes, whilll aU with filthy blood 

The place, there overflowne, feem^d lijce a fudden flood. 

358. Tbife altars rais*d,1 -^^^^ qt^ maxtma femper. 

Livy, B. 1. c. 7. thus relates Evander's addrefs to Her- 
cules. «< Joqje nate HercuUs falve / te mibi maUr, vert" 
** djca intifrpres deSm, auSiurum caUftium numerum cecinit, 
•* tfbigue atom dicatam iri^ quam opuUnt^ma dim in terrir 
*' gens MAXIMAM fvocet, tuoque ritu colat.'^Dexiera, Hercules^ 
^tay acciperefe omeriy imfUturumquefata^ ara^ condita atque 
dicata^ ait. •* Hail Hercules, fon of Jove ! my mother, a 
** true interpreter of heavenly things, has predicted that 
** you will increafe the number of the gods, and that an altar 
** will be dedicated to you 5 which, in future times, the moft 
** potent nation upon earth (hall call maxima, [greateft] and 
*♦ lerve with your own rites." Hercules, joining hands, an- 
fwered, he received the omen, and would fulfil the prophecy 
by building and confccrat-ng an altar. Ovid.Faft. 1.585. 
tells us, that this altar flood in the Fcrum Boarium. 

355. Potitius Jirjf, &c.] Livy afer having related the death 
of Cacus adds, " Sacrum Hercuii, adhibitis ad minifierium 
dafemque Potitiis ac Pinariis, qua tumfamili^ maxitni incyta 

ea 
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And) with the old Pinarian Tacred linei 
Theie altars rais'd, and paid the rites divine. 
Rites, which our fojis for ever fhall maintain;- 
And ever facred fhall the grove remain* 36# 

Come then, -with us to great Alcides pray. 
And crown your heads, and folemnize the day, , 
Invoke our common god with hymn« divine. 
And from the goblet pour the generous wine. 
^ He faid, and with the poplar's facred boughs, 365 
Like great Alcides, Irnids his hoary brows ; 
Rais'd the crown'd goblet high, in open view : 
With him, the guefts the holy rite purfue. 
And on the board the rich libation threw. 

Now from before the rifing (hades of night,. 370 
RotPd down the-fteep of heav'n, the beamy light. 
Clad in the fleecy fpoils of fheep, proceed 
The holy priefts ; -'Potitius at their head. 
With flaming brands and offerings, march the trai*. 
And bid the hallowed altars blaze again ; 375 

With care the copious viands they difpofe ; 
And for their guefts a fecond banq4iet rofe. 
The fires curl high ; the Salii dance around 
'To facred ftrains, with fliady poplars crown'd* 

.ga toca hcolebant^faBunu Forte tta e'venit, ut Poiitii ad tenf 
^usprafto ejfentf iifqueextat appofierentur j P mar ii exits ad^is, 
ad cateram Hjenirent dapetn, Indc injiituium manfity donee Pi- 
narium genus fuii^ ne extis folennium 'vefcerentur. Potitii ab 
Bvandro edoHi antifliui fatri ejus per multas ataies fuerunt^ 
&c. B. I. c. 7. 

378. The Salii dance,] The Salii were inftituted by Nuraa. 
They were twelve in number, and born of Patrician families. 
'JThctr number was doubled byTullus Holtilius. They danc- 
ed 
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The quires of old and young, in lofty lays, ^So 

Refound great Hercules' immortal praife. 

How firft, his infant hands the fnakes overthrew. 

That Juno fent ; and the dire monfters fl^w. 

What mighty cities next his arms deftroy, 

Th' Oechalian walls, and flately tow'rs of Troy, 385 

The thoufand labours of the hero'« hands, 

EnjoinM by proud Euryftheus' ftern commands. 

And Jove's revengeful queen. Thy matchlefs might 

O'ercame the cloud-bprn CeataurS in the fight ; 

cd in armour to the mufic of pipes, ft^Xtng a kind of fliicld 
called anciU : their name ig derived afaliendo. Tho' the Sa* 
lii were inftltuted long after Evandcr's time, yet Virgil has not 
fcrupled to introduce them ; ^vim nominis (fays Ruaeus) ncif 
rationem temporis fpeSia^it, §eenote, vcr. 765. B. 7. and Ma- 
crob. Sat. B. 3. cap. ult, 

382. Hciu firft his infant hands.'] For an account of the 
labours of Hercules, fee Ruaeus's note on Ycr. 488- in the ori- 
ginal I or rather, Mr. Spcnce's Polymetis, Dial. 9. Book 3. 

388. Thy matchlefs might, ] This tranfition from the third 
jerfon to the fecond, and from a mere relation to a panegyri- 
cal addrefs, is very artful. Milton, in his evening hymn, has 
finely imitated this j but Addifon feems not aware that it wa« 
borrowed from our poet. 

Thus at their ihady lodge arriv*d, both ftood. 
Both tum'dv and under open (ky, adorM 
The God that made both fky, air, earth, and heav*n. 
Which they beheld 5 the moon's re^lendent globe. 
And ftarry pole : — Thou alfo mad*ft the night, 
^^daker omnipotent ! and thou the day! 

Parad. Loft,B. 4. 720, 
There is likewife a judicious copy of this way of'fpeaking, 
^•3- v<;r. 55. of Leonidas, m the hymn which the PcrfianL 
fmg to Oromafdes—— ~ 

■ If .the hand 

Of Oromafdes on precarious life 
Shed wealth and plsafure, foon th' infernal gcfd 

With 
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Hylaeus^ Pholus funk beneath thy ketf jpo 

And the grim bull, whoie rage difpeopled Crete. 
Beneath thy arm the Nemean moniler fell ; 
Thy arm with terror filPd the realms of hell ; 
Ev'n hell's grim porter fhook with dire difmay. 
Shrunk back, and trembled o'er his mangled prey, jge 
ISfo Ihapes of danger could thy foul affi'ight 5 
Nor huge Typhoeus, towering to the fight. 
Nor Lerna's fiend thy courage could confound^ 
With all her hundred heads, that hifs'd around. 
Hail mighty chief, advanced to heav'n's abodes ! 409 
Hail fon of Jove ; a god among the go4s j 
Be prefent to the vows thy fuppliants pay. 
And with a fmile thefe gr^eful rites furvey. 
Thus they— but Cacus* cavern crowns the ftrain. 
Where the gnim monfter breath'd his flames in vain,4oc 
To the glad fong, the vale8> .tjie woods rebound, 
The.lafty hills reply, an4 echp to the found. 

The f^CEe4 rites .compjete^ the numerous train 
Back to .the city bend their cqurfe again. 
TrepitUng with age, flow moves the monarch on, 419 
Between the Jiero and his bjooming fon. 
They pafs with pleafure the remains of day 
![n various converfe, that beguiles the way. 
Around th'illuftrious fl:ranger darts his fight^ 
^ndr views each place with wonder and delight : 41c 

♦With wild excefs or avarice blafts the joy. 

Thou, OromaTdes, victory doft give. 

By thee with fame the regal head is crownM. 

And the whole of this hymn, in LeonUas^ is poetical «t)4 
^ffaara^leriftical* 
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Curious each ancient monamen^ furveys, 
And aflcs of every work of ancient days. 
Half funk in ruins, and by age overcome— 
When thus, the founder of majeftic Rome : 

Know, mighty prince, thefe venerable woods, 420 
Of old, were hauuted by the filvan gods. 
And favage tribes, a rugged race who took 
Their birth primeval from the flubbom oak* 
No laws, no manners form'd the barbarous jace : 
E^ut wild, the natives rov'd from place to place; 42c 
Untaught and rough, improvident of gain. 
They heap'd no wealth, nor turn'd the fruitful plain. 
Their food, the favage fruits the forefts yield. 
Or hunted game, the fortune of the field. 
Till Saturn fled before vidlorious Jov«, 430 

priv'n down and banifh'd from the realms above. 
H« by juft laws embody'd all the train. 
Who roam'd the hills, and drew them to the plains 
There fixt ; and Latium call*d the new abode, 
Whofe friendly (hores concealed the latent god. 435 
Thefe realms in peace the monarch long controlPd, 
And bleft the nations with an ag« of gold* 

421. Of old.'] Livy tells all this flory in the fame man- 
tier, L. 3^.7. Virgil is exaft throughout,- and follows the 
hiftorians or tradition clofely. 

422. A rugged race, &c.] It was a praflice (fays Euftathius} 
mmong the heathen, to expofe thofe children which they would 
not, or could not educate. The places where they dqx)fited 
them, were generally caverns, or hollow oaks* Thefe chil- 
dren being frequently found-, and prelervedby Grangers, were 
faid to be the offspring of thofe treisor rocks whert they were 
found. Hence the poetical fable^ that men were born <of 
oaks^ &r« 
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A iecond age fucceeds, but darker far. 
Dimmed by the luft of gain, and rage of war. 
Then the Sicanians and Aufonians came, 440 

. And Saturn's realm alternate chang'd her name- 
Succeiiive tyrants rul'd the Latian plain ; 
Then ftern, huge Tybris held his cruel reign. 
The mighty flood that bathes the fruitful coad, 
Receiv'd his name, and Albnla was lofl. 44^; 

I came the laft, thro' ftormy oceans driv'n . 
From- my own kingdom by the hand of heav'n. 
My mother goddefs and Apollo bore 
My courfe at length to this aufpidous (hore. 

This faid, the prince the gate and altar fliows, 45 • 
Tha,t to his parent, great Carmenta, rofe ; 
Whofe voice foretold, the fons of Troy ihould crown 
With everlaiUng fame the rifing town. 
Here, Pan, beneath the rocks thy temple flood ; 
There, the renown'd afylum, in the wood. 455 

Now points the monarch, where by vengeful fteel,. 
His murder'd gueft, poor, haplefs Argus fell ! 

450. The gate and altar JbenvsJ] Either the ara maxima 
of_ Hercules, fpoken of above, or the altar of Carmcntis near 
the gate called by her name, under the mohs Capiiolinus i in 
which laft fenfe our tranllator underilands it. 

454. Here, Pan.'\ A place in the Palatine mount, where 
tiie Arcadians under Evander confecrated a temple to Pan, gpd 
of Arcadia. An annual feilival in honour of Pan was here 
celebrated by young men who ran naked, with whips made of 
goat-lkins, Itriking cveiy one they metj more particularly wo^ 
men ; who thought thefe Arokes contributed to give them an 
eafy delivery. 'Ihey were called Luperci. 

456. Nonu points^be monarch.'] Tis a great fault in dc- 
fcriptivc poetry, to defcribe every thing. The good ancients 
(but when I named ihem, I mean Virgil) have no long de- 

VoL. III. O fcriptionss 
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Next, to the Capitol their courfe they hold. 
Then rooPd with reeds, but blazing now with gold. 
Ev'n then her ftweful fandity appear'd ; 460 

The fwains the local maje&y revered. 

fcnptions: commonly not above ten lines, and fcarce ever 
thirty. One of the longeft in Virgil is, when ^neas is with 
Evander 5 and that is frequently broke by what Evander fays. 

Mr. Pope. 

457. His murder' d guefl.] Nemus ArgUeti, Varro thinks 
this place was called Argiietum ab argtlbja bujus loci terra^ 
from the nature of the foil, which was clay $ or from Argus, 
who, Fabins Piftor tells u?, was the gueft of Evander. The 
commentators in general agree, that Argus was murdeied 
without the knowledge of Evander, by the Arcadians 5 from 
a fufpicion of his afpiring to tlie throne. Evander buried him 
in this place, with great pomp j and here, Virgil fays, Evander 
teftatur locunty that is (fays Rucus) be, as it were, witneiTes, 
or fwears on the fpot of ground, that he was not guilty of vio- 
lating the laws of hofpitality by his deatlu 

458. AVat/, to tbe Capitol,'} There were two Capitolium'^s 
at Rome. The former of thefe was built by Tarquinius Prif- 
cas, near the place where the Barbarini palace now ftands, and 
was called Capitoli'um Fetiu ; the other by the fecond Tarquin, 
«n the hill which was thence called the Capitoline hill. 

Mr. Pope. 
Nothing was ever more fublimely conceived than this image! 
The mountain on which in ages to come the Capitol was to be 
built, w^s even how, while in its original defolate £late, filled 
with religious horror,, and fuppofed by the wild Arcadians to 
be the reiidence of fome deity 5 they imagined they had feen 
even Jupiter himfelf defcending upon it in ftorms and clouds* 
fhaking his black aegis. Trapp obferves, that the heathen re- 
ligion was, in a great meafure, a corrupt imitation of the Jewifti. 
Thus the god had already chofcn this place for his refidence ; 
like that of the holy fcriptures ; ** Ye (hall ferve God upon this 
mountain." Exod. iii, 12. And, in another place, "The 
Lord has chojen Sion to be an habitation for himfelf j. h« has 
longed for her. This fhall be my reft for ever 5 here will I 
dwell, for I have a delight therein,'* Pfalm cxxxii. 13. It 
IS to be remembered, that the Romans imagined Jupiter to be 
preCcnt in the Capitol, as fully and in as much glory as in the 
iiigheft heavens. Plin. Paaeg. fub init. 
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All pale with facred korror, they furvey^d 
The folcmn mountain and the reverend Ihade, 
Some god, the mdiiarch faid, fome latent god 
Dwells in thatgloom^ and haunts the frowning wood.4 65 
Oft our Arcadians deem, their wondering eyes 
Have feen great Jove, dread fovereign of tlie fkies ; 
High o'er their heads, the god his asgis held, rfhield ! 
And blacken'd heavenwith clouds, and fhook th' immortal 



469. And blacken'd beauen woith clouds,"] ** The poet chufcs 
to dclcribc the appearance of Jupiter in all the majeity of clouds 
and darknefs. 

May I take the liberty of adding here, that the /ame fort of 
Mica is uCed more ftrongly by the. great poet of our own nation i 

- How oft amidil 
Thick clouds and dark, doth heav'ti's all- ruling fire 
Chufe to re fide, his glory unobfcur'd ? 
And with the majefty ot darknefs round 
Covtrs his throne. Parad. Loft. 7., ver. 268. 

i^ nd that it is expreffed in the greateft dignity of all, in the 
Holy Scripture ? There are numerous inftances of this kind ; 
but I fliall mention only two of them. Mofes's account of the- 
prefence of God, on mount Horeb; where he fays,- ** That 
the mountain burnt with fire unto the midft of heaven ; with 
darknefs, clouds, and thick darknefs." Deuter. iv. 11. And 
thai moft fublime defcription ^of the Pfalmift; "The earth 
trembled and qpakcd ; the very foundations of the hills fbook> 
'and were removed.— There went a fmoke out of his prefence^ 
and a confuming fii'e out of his mouth. — He bowed the heavens 
alio, and came down \ and it was darknefs under his Teet. He 
rode u^pon the Cherubkns, and did fly : He came ilying upon 
the wings of the wind. He made darknefs his iecret place ; hU 
pavilion roundabout him \ with dark water, and thick cloud?, 

io cover him." Plalra xviii. 7—11. ^Indeed the idea of 

darknets in itfelf is exceedingly fit for majefty : . perhaps even 
more ii;> than the glare of light, which moft people arc fo apt to 
make their heaven of. There is fcarce any thing of a more 
folemn and venerable turn, than the profound ftillnefsof mid- 
night i and this probably, was yet onore ftriking to the heathens 

O 2 of 
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In ruins there, two mighty towns, behold, 4^0 

Rais'd by our fires ; huge monuments of old ! 
Janus* and Saturn's name they proudly bore. 
Their two great founders !— but are now no more ! 

Thus they convcrft on works of ancient fame, 
Till to the monarch's humble courts they came ; 475 
There oxen ftalk'd, where palaces are rais'd. 
And bellowing herds in the proud Forum graz'd. 
Lo ! faid the good old king, this poor abode 
Receiv'd great Hercules, the viftor god ! 

©f old ; for they (bcfidcs what they felt from nature as well as 
we) ufed to look upon darkncfs as one of the moft ancient, and 
moft rcfpeftable, of all their deities.'* Spenge's Poly met, B. 
6. D. 13. pag. 212. 

476. There oxen flalk'd,'] It was certainly a very pleafing 
contemplation among the Romans to look back upon their ori« 
ginal \ to compare the magnificence of Rome, with the rural and 
unadorned (late of things which formerly appeared on the very 
fpot where it was built. No lefe than two poets befides Vir- 
gil, in the Auguftan age, have made this comparifon. Tibul- 
lus, £1. 5. L. 2. 25. 

Sed tunc pafcebant herhofa palatia n)acea^ 

Et Jiabant bumiles in Jovis arce cafie. 
1 aBe madens illic fuberat Pan ilicis umbrae 

Bt fa8a agrejii ligwa fake Pales, }$ 

At qua Velabra regio patet, ire folebat 
Exigtia pulfus per ^vada linter aquSf Sec, 
Veealfo Propertius, Lib. 4. £1. 4. and Lib* 4. £1. i. 

478. Lo I /aid the good old king."] I fear there are fome readers 
of fuch falfe delicacy, as to be difgufted with the fimplicity and 
plainnefs of Evander, and his court. But let us be ingenuous 
(to ufe the words of a late writer) and confefs, that while the 
moderns admire nothing but pomp, and can think nothing 
great or beautiful, but what is the produce of wealth, they ex- 
clude themfelves from the pleafantefl and moft natural images 
that adorned the old poetry. State and form difguife man ; and 
wealth and luxury difguife nature. Their efFefh in writing are 

anfwer-- 
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Thou too, as nobly, raife thy foul above 48^ 

All pomps, and emulate the feed of Jove. 
With that the hero's hands the monarch preft^ 
And to the maniion led his godlike guefl. 
There on a bear's rough fpoils his limbs he laid. 
And fwelling foliage heap'd the homely bed. j^9^ 

Now aweful night her folemn darknefs brings. 
And ftretches o'er the world her dufky wings ; ■ . 
When Venus, (trembling at the dire alarms 
Of hoflile Latium, and her fons in arms,) 

anfwerable; a Iord«mayor*s (he^, orerand proceflion of any 
kind, is not very delicious readrng, if defcribed minutely and 
at length } and great ceremony is at leaft equally tirefome in a 
poem, as in ordinary converfation. Enquiry into the Life 
Writings of Homer, pag. 25. 

480. Tbou toOf as mbfy,] Never was a nobler welcome into 
any palace, than this. The nmpHcit}', and, at the fame time 
the niblimity of this fentiment of Evander, admirably verifies 
an obfervation of Scaliger : Nequi enim in mole frequentiaque 
•raskmst Jed in ca/Htate aique frugalitate magnitudo conftat. 
Poetic. Lib. 5. c. 2. 

Virgil, fays the amiable Fenelon, who had a full view of all 
the Roman magnificence, has yet given a beauty to king Evan- 
der*s poverty, and made it an ornament to his poem. The 
fhameful corruption of our manners hinders us from raifing our 
views, to admire the genuine fublimity of thefe words r 
Aude, hofpes^ contemner e opes, 

Archbiihop of Cambray on Poetry. Letter to 
the French Academy, pag. 319. 

486. Na-w . a'wefuL'] The poet, with infinite art, takes 
this opportunity of filling up the vacancy of night and flecp, 
by introducing Venus applying to Vulcan for a fhield for her 
fon, together with his formation of it. By this artifice, the 
bufinefs tranfa^ed between ^neas and Evander is related with 
lefs interruption and embarraflment, neither is there any time 
loft or taken up in relating what paiTes between Venus and 
Vulcan, with his compliance, and execution of her requeit, 

O J' 
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In thofe ftni moments, dius to Vulcan faid, 490 

Reclin'd and leaning on the golden bed ; 
(Her thrilling words her melting conlbrt move, 
yVnd every accent fans the flames of love ;) 

When cruel Greece and unrelenting fate 
Confpir'd to fink in duft the Trojan ftate, 495 

As Ilion's doom was feal'd, I ne'er implor*d. 
In thofe long wars, the labours of my lord ; 
Nor urg'd my dear, dear confort to impart. 
For a loft empire, his immortal art ; 
Tho* Priam's royal offspring claim'd my care, 500 
Tho* much I forrow'd for my godlike heir. 
Now as the chief, by Jove's fnpreme command. 
Has reach'd at length the deftin'd Latian land ; 
To thee, my guardian pow'r, for aid I run ; 
A goddefs begs j a mother for her fon. 505 

Oh ! guard the hero from theie dire alannsy 
I^orge, for the chief, impenetrable arms. 
See, what proud cities every hand employ, 
To arm hew hofts againft the fons of Troy 5 
On me and all my people, from afar ^im 

See what afTembled nations pour to war ! 
Yet. not in vain her forrows Thetis jfhed, • 
Nor'the fair * partner of Tithonus' bed. 
When they implor'd my lord of old to grace 
With arms immortal an inferior race. 515 

Hear then, nor let thy queen in vain implore 
The gift, thofe goddeffes obtained before. 

This faid ; her arms, that match the winter fnows. 
Around her unrefolving lord flie throws ; 

• Aurora. 
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When low ! more rapid than the lightning flies, 5 20 
That gilds with momentary beams the fltics. 
The thrilling flames of love, without controul, 
Flew thro' the footy god, and fir'd his foul. 
With confcious joy her conqueft flie dcfcry'd ; 
When, by her charms fubdu'd, her lord reply'd : 525 

Why all thcfe reafons urg'd, my mind to mo-ye; 
When fuch your beauties, and fo fierce my love ! 
Long fince, at your requeft, my ready care. 
In Troy's fam*d fields, had arm'd your fon for war. 
Nor did the high decrees of Jove and fate 530 

Doom to fo fwift a fall the Dardan ftate ; 
But, ten years moi'e, old PriaQ\ might enjoy 
Th* imperial fcepter, and the throne of Troy. 
'Yet, if our queen is bent the war to Wage, 
Her facred caaie ihall all our art engage. 535 

The nobleft arms pur potent flcill can frame,/ 
With breathing bellows or the forming flame, 

5010. More rapid than the I%btmim jkis,'] Spenfrr, Fairy 
Queen^ B. 6. c. 7. has finely copied this flioit fimile. 
Glaunc'd fwiftly by — like to that heavenly Tparke, 
Which glyding through the aire, lights all the heavens 
darke. St. 17. 

536* Hii mblefl arms'] ^neas, as well as Achilles, ha« 
arn\^ of a coeleftial make, and temperament. One of the great 
tenets of the old poets is, that ** Man can do nothing with-^ 
out the gods aflireing or impelling him." And they carry 
this fo far, as to attribute fuch an a6lion of a man to fUch a 
deity, as in the cafe of Palimiras, B. 5. 86o» But this wa« 
not imagined by them to leffen the guilt of the man in bad 
anions, or draw any thing from his glory in good ones. Ail 
power of aSlion was fuppiied from the gods ; but the manner 
of acting, and the choice of it, was in the man's own deter- 
mination. In judging of the ancients, we ihould go by th« 

O 4 ideas 
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Or poliih'd ftcel, refulgent to behold. 

Or mingled metals, damaik'd ov'r with gold. 

Shall grace the chief: thy anxious fears give o'er, 540 

And doubt thy interefl in my love no more. 

He ipoke ; and, fir'd with transport by her charms 
Claip'd the fair goddefs in his eager arms ; 
fhen pleas'd, and panting on her bofbm lay. 
Sunk in repofe, and all diffolv'd away ! 545 

But rofe refrefli'd, impatient from the bed. 
When half the filent hours of night were fled : 

ideas which prevailed among them; and not thofc, which 
prevail now. The emperor Aurelian, in his letter to the 
fenate, giving an account of a viftory obtained by hiiii oyer 
his enemies, mentions the afliftance of his gods towards it> 
as a credit to him, rather than a difcredit. 

Nique enim indecorum eft diis jtevantibus «vincer§ \ fie apud 
majores noftros mulfa fimtafunt heUa^ tnuUa funt capta. Vo- 
pifcus, cap. 23. 

Ard in thofe honorary columns creeled at Rome, in me- 
mory of tlie vi^lories of Trajan and Marcus Aurelius, the 
gods are reprefented as afllfting them to gain thefe vi^ories. 

Spence. 

54.3. Claff'd the fair goddefs in his eager arms.} The deli- 
cacy of Virgil on this occanon, is remarkable, and worthy 
imitation. A.Gellius thus fpeaks of the pa(rage,B. 9^ cap. lo. 
Annianus poetOy & plerique cum eo ejufdem mufa *viri fwnmis 
affiduifque iaudibus bos f^irgilii *verfutferebant : quibus f^olcanum 
& Venerem juntos mixtifque jure conjugii rem lege naturae 
operiendam tverecund^i quadam tranflatione verborum, quum 
ifienderet demonftraretque protexit, 

Optatos dedit amplexus, Sec. &c. 
Minus autem difficile arbitrabantur in iftiufmodiredicenda, <uer^ 
bis uti uno atque altero bre^i tenuique eamfigno demortftramibus^ 
— ^ot ver^, & tarn evidentibus, & tarn non pnttextatis, fed 
puris boneflifque ^uerbtSy njenenandum illud concubiifecretum »«- 
minem quemquam alinm dixijfe. It will not be impertinent to 
add, that Milton has preferved an equal degree of decency, 
on a like occafion. Parad. Loft, B. 4. 749. 
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What time the poor laborious frugal dame. 

Who plies the diftafF, ftirs the dying flame ; 

Employs her handmaids by the winking light, 550 

And lengthens out their taik with half the night ; 

Thus to her children (he divides, the bread. 

And guards the honours of her Kbmf ly. bed : 

So to his taik, before the dawn, retires 

From foft repofe the father of the fires^ 555 

Amid th' Hefperian and Sicilian flood 
All black with fmoke, a rocky * ifland flood. 
The dark Y ulcanian land, the region of the god. 
Here the grim cyclops ply, in vaults profound. 
The huge JEolizn forge, that thunders round. 560. 
Th' eternal anvils ring, the dungeon o'er ; 
From fide to fide the fiery caverns roar. 
Loud groans the mafs beneath their ponderous blows - 
Fierce burns the flame, and the full furnace glows. 
To this dark region, from the bright abode, 565' 

With ipeed impetuous flew the fiery god. 
Th' alternate blows the brawny brethren deal ; 
Thick burft the fparkles from the tortur'd fteel. 
Huge ftrokes, rough Steropes and Brontes gave. 
And ftrong Pyracmon fliook the gloomy cave. ^70* 
Before their fovereign came, the cyclops ftrove 
With eager fpeed, to forge a bolt for Jove, 

548. Jf^ai time."] Fulvlus Urfinus is raiftaken, in faying 
this fimile is copied fi'om Apollonius Rhodium, Book 3.' 
ver. Z91. There is.fomething very pleafmg in fuch acoai|^' 
rifon, taken from con^mon Wii. 

•Hiera. 

O5 .' ..rf 
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Such as by heaven^s almighty lord are InirPd, 

All charg'd with vengeance^ on a guilty world. 

Beneath their hands, tremendous to furvey ! 575 

Half rough,' half form'd, the dreadful engine lay : 

Three points of rain ; three forks of hail confpire; 

Three arm'd with wind ; and three were hdtb'd with Brc 

The maG they tempered thick with livid rays^ 

Fear, wrath and terror, and the lightning's blaze. 580 

With equal fpeed, a iecond train prepare 

The rapid chariot for the god of war; 

T£e thund'ring wheels and axles, that excite 

The madding nations to the rage of fight. 

Some, in a fringe, the burnilh'd ferpants roll'd 58^ 

Round the dre^ segis, bright with fcales of gold ; 

•. 580. Fear, 'wrath.'] I cannot forbear tranfcribing a very 
elegant parody of this paflage, from a beantifu! hnricfqijc 
poem, entitled, the School- miibrefs, in Do^Aey^s Mricei. 
vo], I. Speaking of the rod, the author has thefe lines, St. 6. 
And in her hand, for fceptie, (he does wield 
Tway birchen fprays j with anxious fear etitwia'd. 
With dark diftruit, and fad repentance fiirdj 
And ftedfaft iTSte, and /h^p affli(5>ion joln'd, 
And fury uncontrouPd, and chaltirement unkind. 
This compofiiion of Virgil is partly natural^ and partly 
poetical. The natural ingredients of it, are clouds, wind, 
fire, rain, and hail j for his imber tortus feems to fignify the 
fame, as durus imber does in Colunx^lla. (^De cult a bort, ver* 
329 & 330.) The word tres, fo often repeated in it, may 
have fome relation to the epithets trifidium and trifidcum, \o 
oftert given tofulmen by the poets, and fo very Well agreeing 
with the figures of it, in mod antiques } as the epithet oi alitis^ 
may have fome reference to the wings given to it, in fomc 
of them. 

The poetical ingredients were, fear, wrath, and terror* 
Poly metis, Dial. 6. p. 55. 

586. Round the dread agis,'] Homer thus defcribes this 
terrible ihield, Jl. B. <;. fpqaking of Minerva, 
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The horrii «gis, great Minerva's fhield^ 

When, in her wrath, (he takes the fatal ficl3. 

All charg'd with curling fnakes the bofs they rais'd. 

And the grim Gdrgon's head tremendous blaz'd. 590 

In agonizing pains the monfter frown'd. 

And rolPd, in death, her fiery eyes around. 

Throw, throw your talks aiide, the fovereign faid ; 
Arms for a godlike hero mufl be made. 
Fly to the work before the dawn of day ; 595 

Your fpeed, your ftrcngth, and all your fkill difplay ! 

Ev J'^Epif, ifJ^khitn iv <Pi Kfvoia^<rA I»;c»* 
Ef «r« T« Topyim kq^amu S'eivoio rriha^^ 
^etym T€, a'iJLZf>J^vfiTiy Ato^ rsp*? cuytoxoi9. 
O'er her broad ihoulders hangs his horrid fnield, 
Dire black, tremendous 1 round the margin roll'd 
A fringe of ferpents hifling guards the gold : 
Here all the terrors of grim war appear. 
Here rages Force, here trembles Flight and Fear, 
Here ftormM Contention, and here Fury frovvnM, 
And the dire orb portentous Gorgon crown'd. 

Pope, 911. 
This defcription is much fuller and more pifturefque, thnn 
that of our author. But it is to be remembered, that Homer 
makes ufe of this (hield in the aftion of his poem ; whereas 
in Virgil it is only occafionally mentioned, as part of the 
work which forae of Vulcan's aififtants were accidentally forg- 
ing at this time ^ fo that a flight and tranfitory fketch was 
fofficient. * 

593. ^rtnvy thrdvyour ta/ks.'\ The poet in this place 
artfully dignifies his hero, and marks out his importance. 
The lightning of Jupiter, the chariot of Mars, the aegis of 
Minerva, are all mddenly thrown afide for the (liield of 
^neas. The intlruments of the moft powerful deities are 
inftantly deferted, and left unfinifhed, that a mortal hero may 
be furniflied with a fuit of armour. This is an artifice of V4r- 
gil, tending to the true fublime ; and in this refpefl the Greek 
poety Iliad 1%, is furpafied by the Ryman. 
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Swift as the word, (his orders to purfuc,) 
To the black labours of the forge they flew ; 
Vaft heaps of fteel in the deep furnace roU'd, 
And bubbling ftreams of brafs, and floods of melted gold. 

The brethren firil a glorious Ihield prepare, 60 1 
Capacious of the whole Rutulian war. 
Some, orb in orb, the blazing buckler frame ; 
Some with huge bellows rouze the roaring flame : 
Some in the ftr^am the hifling metals drowned ; 605 
From vault to vault the thundering ftrokes rebound. 
And the deep caves rebellow to the found. 
Exf ft in time each ponderous hammer plays ; 
In time their arms the giant brethren raife. 
And turn the glowing mafs a thoufand ways. 610 

Thefe cares employ the father of the fires : 
Mean time Evander from his couch retires, 
Caird by t'le purple beams of morn away, 
And tuneful birds, that hail'd the dawning day, 
Firft the warm tunic round his limbs he threw ; 615 
Next on his feet the fhining fandals drew. 
Around his Ihoulders flow'd the panther's hide. 
And the bright fword hung glittering at his fide. 

613. Called byy &C.T There is a beautiful fimpHcity in thcfe 
lines, as we;U'as in the thing defcribed. Fulvius UrAnus iniifts 
upon it, that the matut'mi 'volucrumcanius, means the fwrallow ; 
and quotes an ode from Anacrcon, where the poet complains 
of being wak'd from a plcafing dream by the unfeafbnable 
cries of tli^ bird. But this is defcending to particulars, with-* 
out reafon. We are certainly to underftand by 'volucrum canius^ 
the fmging of birds in general, as our tranflator underilands it*. 

-The flarill matin chant 



Of birds on every bough 

As our firft father w^s awaken'd. 

Milion, Par. Loft, B. 5. ver. 7^* 
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Two mighty dogs, domelHc at his board, 

(A faithful guard,) attend their aged lord. 620 

The promised aid revolving in his breail. 

The careful monarch fought his godlike gueft. 

Who with Achates rofe at dawn of day. 

And join'd the king and Pallas on the way. 

Their friendly hands i^xchang'd, their feats they took 625 

Amid the hall ; and filrH Evander fpoke ; 

Great prince, the guardian of the Trojan ftatel 
Who, fafe in thee, defies the frowns of fate ; 
Small is our force, and flender our relief; 
Far, far unworthy fuch a glorious chief. 6 jo 

6x9. Tivo mighty dogs."] It was cuftomaiyfor princes and 
heroes of old, to be attended with dogs. Thus Telemachus, 
Odyff. B. 2. 

OvK itou AyLA Tuyi <^u» Kvnf etpyai icro^ro. 
" He did not go out alone, but was followed by two domefttc 
dogs/' And Syphax, 'in Livy, Syphax inter duos canes 
ftanSy Scipionem appeliavii. "Syphax lUnding between two- 
dogs, addreffed Scipio.*' Iliad, B. 23. Achilles is defcribed 
with nine large dogs at his board. 

Poetry, fays Dacier, is like painting, which draws the 
gveateft beauties from the fimpleft culToms : and even in 
hiftory, we receive a fenfible pleafure from the leaft cir- 
cumftance that denotes the cuftoms of ancient times. It may 
be added, that the poet, as well as the painter, is obliged ta 
follow the cuftoms of the age, of which he writes or paints. 
A modern drefs would ill become Achilles or UlyflTes : fuch 
a condufl would be condemned as an abfurdity in painting,, 
and ought to be fo in poetry. 

To blame the ancient poets for copying nature faithfully, 
(fays Fcnelon) is to find fault with M. Mignard and M. 
Kigault, for drawing exaft piftures. Ought Momus to be 
drawn like Jupiter? Silenus like Apollo ? Alefto like Venus,. 
&:c, ? Muft our prefent court be painted with the ruffs and 
beards ufed in former reigns ? — Archbi(hop of Cambray>. 
l^ter.totheEcench Academji pag. }i7» 
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For here, old Tybcr bounds our lands ; and thore 

The ftcrn Rutulians gird our walls with war; 

Yet to our court kind fortune led thy way ; 

And mighty aids the willing fates difplay ; 

By me whole nations, in thy caufe ally'd, 635 

Whole hofts in arms (hall gather to thy fide. 

For near thefe walls, amid the Tufcan lands. 

Seated on rocks, proud Agyllina ftands, 

Rais'd by the Lydian train, fublime in air, 

A martial race, and terrible in war, 649 

For ages flourifh'd this diftinguifh'd town ; 

Vaft was her wealth, and glorious her renown ; 

Till ilern Mezentius made her fbns obey 

His lawlefs arms, and arbitrary fway. 

What tongue can fuch barbarities record, 64$ 

Or count the (laughters of his ruthlefs ^otd ? 

Give him, ye gods ! if juftice you regard. 

Give him, and all his race, the due reward ! 

'Twas not enough, the good, the guiltlefs bled ; 

Still worfe ; he bound the living to the dead. 650 

Thefe, limb to limb, and face to face he join*d, 

(Oh ! monftrous crime of unexampled kind !) 

TOl choak'd with ftench the lingring wretches ky. 

And in the loath'd embraces dy'd away. 

Ac length, their patience tir'd, his fubjefts n^, 6^5 

Beftege the tyrant, and his walls inclofe. 

Subdue his guards, deftroy his friends, and aim 

Full at the regal towers the vengeful flame ; 

645, IFhaf tongne,'] The abhorrence which this good old 
king cxprcfTes for the cruelties of McBcntius is extremely 
ntural, and they are artfully mentioned by the poet to raiie our 
hatred of his barbarous chara^erj which makes a fine contf aft 
to £vander*«* 

2 
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While for defiance tx) Tarnm he wididrewy 

And fafe, tbro' all die doud of flaughtcr, flew. 660 

But arm^d by juft rcvengie, the Tufcan band 

To death the royal fugitive demand; 

At once Etruria fires ker martial tr^ifl, 

And all her fdhft embattled fpreM tke plain> 

By me difpos'd, fhall masck thefe mighty holts 66^ 

Beneath thy condudt^ firom their native Coafts, 

For now, ev'n now their fleets have reach'd the land. 

And the tall fhips are rang*d along the ftrand ; 

They wait the fignai, for the fight prepare ; 

But thus a fage retards the moving war ; 6jq 

* Ye chofen martial train, the glorious grace 

* And flower of all bur old Msonian race. 

* Tho^, by juft rage infpir'd, your hofts are led 
< To pour full vengeance on your tyrants' head, 

663 At once Eii*»*'ia,1 Etfuri a ha<4 anciently two kings; 
the feat of one ©ff tbem wa»as Ca^is, or Cervetcre; an3 of 
the other at CQritum, or Cortona. There were twelve chief 
cities in Etruria : the deputies from each of which met, to 
e\c6t theie kings. THetrcfbibHihnL nt had an ah* of freedom'. 

lu ^neas's time, Mezentlus was the king, atCaeris; and 
Tarchofl, at Cortona. Hence' Sitius Italicus, L. 8. 474.. 
feems to comprehend under the names of thefe two cities, all 
Etruria. 

Le£los Caf^e 'viros^ teSlos Cortona fyperbi 
farckaaiii dovtits > ■'■ ■ 

Where, by the yfxyyftfperhia feenw to he ufed in a good fenfe 
(as it is often in the Latin, poputumlate regent^ belloque fuper' 
bmm; JBn. i. 11; df the Trdjans; and fuperh^ *uirtut^ S^ 
foB'ts dnimae^ S. Ital. lo. 573. aiid the languages derived from 
it,) becaufe Tarchon aflifted in helping iSneas to the throne ; 
and confequently towards the eftablifliing of the Caihrs. This 
alliance of iCneas and Tat chon is pointed oat by Virgil fo 
early' as in fhe third book of the -^^neid : where his great 
gods teH him, ** That Crete }s4aot the |ilace he is to fix at s-»no ; 
** he is to go on for Italy, and Cortona. '' Coritum, terra/* 
que require AufoniaSf JEn, 3. i/x, Spence, 
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< No Latian chief thefe airmirs muft comtnand ; 675^ 
'« Chufeibme brave general from a foreign land/ 

With that, their forces ftop'd in thefe abodes. 
Struck with this aweful warning of the gods. 
Tome, their chief bold- Tarchonient, before. 
The crown, and. every type of regal pow'r ; 6^0 

Me they.requeil to lead their armies on, 
Accept the fway, and £11 the vacant throne. 
But for thefe filver hairs 'tis far too late 
To mix in battles, or the cares of ftate ; 
Vain were the thoughts, fo great a war to wage; 6^5 
'^OQ rough the talk for unperforming age; 
My fon had led them, but his race withftood ; 
Born half a native by the mother's blood. 
But thou, great j^nce, whoie years and godlike line 
Stand well approved by every pow'r divine, 690 

Go thou ; the high imperial taflc fuilain ; 
Go ; to fure conqueft lead the vengeful train : 
And let my Pallas by thy fide engage, 
Pallas, the joy of my declining age. • 
Beneath fo great a matter's forming care, 635- 

Let the dear youth learn every work of war j 
In every field thy matchlefs toils admire. 
And emulate thy deeds, and catch the glorious, fire I 
Beneath his fiandierd rang'd, a chofen force 
I fend, two hundred brave Arcadian horfe ; 70a 

And, to fupport the gathering war, my fon 
Sjiall lead an equal fquadron of his own. 

He faid ; the prince and friend, in cares profound,. 
Long fixt their eyes with anguiih on the ground,. 
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Sad, and dejefted at the fhort fupply ; 7€^ 

Till Venus gave a fignal from the fky ; 
Swift from the opening heavens, with aweful found' 
A fudden (plendor broke, and blaz'd around. 



707. Sivifi from the opening beavem nvitb anveful found, 8cc,2 
Dryden in this place, without any authority from Virgil, re- 
ppefents Venus as thundering : 

But his bright mother from an opening cloud 
To chear her iiTue, thundcr'd thrice aloud. ver« 6gi, 
** Tho* it is true, fays Mr. Spence, that the augurs of old did 
fometimes attribute the power of casing forth lightnings to 
all the twelve great gods (in an inferior fenfe, to what was 
attributed by them to Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva,^ yet I do 
not imagine, that Virgil here fpeaks of Venus's cafting forth 
the lightning : and much lefs, of her thundering. . The pai^ 
fage indeed, is difficult ; fo difficult, that mod of the com- 
mentators ^quite pa fs it by. But if they had of old in Italy, 
that phenomenon which we call the aurora borealisy and you 
were to view this pafTage in that light, it might perhaps be 
eafy enough. That darting brightnefs j the rufhing of the 
heavens ; even the hearing of ftrange noifes, and the fancied 
appearance of ai'msj I remember, were all things talked of, 
on the appearance of the extraordinary phenomenon of this 
Idnd, in all our northern parts of Europe in the year 1716.'* 
Polyroet. Dial. 2a. n. 25. 

To this remark I ihall beg leave to add, that] thefe pheno- 
mena are a fine preparative and introdu6llon to the prefenting 
the armor 5 and thofe who are ihocked at their being preter- 
natural, are to remember, that they are brought about by a 
goddefs. The thought of Venus (hewing her fon the armor 
in the heavens, and ihaking it among the clouds, is fub- 
limely conceived, and occafions that noble fpeech of iSneas, 
which is as fine a piece of poetical enthufiafm as any thing in 
oiu' author. 

Upon the whole it will bencceflfary to obfcrve, that though 
intonat and tonare, are here made ufe of, yet it cannot be in- 
ferred from either of them , that it aflually thundered. The 
iterum fragor intonat ingens, implies, that the noifewas loud- 
ly repeated ; but if the word intonat feem to fome critics, who 
are fond of literal meanings, tofignify real thunder, I take this 

OppOj'- 
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A rolling general din they heard from far ; 

And the loud Tyrrhene trumpets rend the air. 7 ii> 

While thus, amaz'd, they gaae with wondering eyes. 

Peal after peal runs rattling round the flcies. 

At laft bright clalhing arms the train behold. 

That iluih the flcies, and fringe the clouds with gold. 

But foon ^neas kficw the loud alarms, 715 

The promised prelent of immortal arms. 

To me alone, my royal friend, he cries, 

This ilgn belongs, an omen from the ikies. 

My mother promis'd thde portents in air. 

On the firft opening of the waileful war ; 720 

To me ihe brings, thro' yon edierial road, 

Thofe glouous arms, the labour of a god ! 

Oil I what a gathenng fborm of flanghter fptetd^ 

On yonder hofts, and blackens o'er their heads ! 

How ihalt thou, TamiM, my fall rage deplore I 715 

How fhall thy waves, old Tyber, fmoke with gore. 

When all thy flream«» inctunber'd with the ilaiot 

Roll ihields, and helms, and heroes to the main \ 

Now let the perjur'd train their arms prepare ^ 

Since 'tis their wilh, 1*11 give a loofc to war! 75^ 



opportunity of informing them, than no lefs than fourtefn ap* 
proved copies read incretat i and among the reft the Vatican, 
and that valuable one of the Medici. The pulfa tonare, means 
the clafliing of the armor 5 and Pierius tells us, that fomc very 
old books rcdid fonaie. Servius, after a very peremptory man- 
ner, explains the cum fonitu venit — tonitrusfcilicii ; and adds, 
that the poet with his ufual exadlnefsi makes the lightning 
precede the thunder. But I refer it to the impartial reader, 
whether we are obliged by the njibratus ah dttbere fulgor^ to 
underftand precifely the natural phenomenon orUghtning. 
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He faid ; and from tKc fylvan tkroae retires ; 
Then on Alcides* altar wakes the fires. 
Glad He returns, the offering to renew. 
And to the houiliold gods the yidtims flew. 
To the fame rites return, with equal joy, 73^ 

The hoary monarch and the youdis of Troy, 
Then to the fhipa lie bends his courfe again. 
There culls the flower of all the warrior train. 
To wait him to the field ; the reft he fends 
With the glad tidings to his Ton and friends. 74^ 

Smootji o'er the wares the pamted ve^ls glide, 
And with the ftfeam move gently down the tide. 
Steeds are prqp«r*d. to mount the Trajan trail), 
And ijpecd their prognefs to the Tufoin plidm 
But to their pruce a cooHEtr was a&gti^4y 745 

Of matcKIefs ^rii and iJaperhor kxndv 
The bounding fleed a liofii's fpoib infold. 
With paws dependent^ flieath'd in flming gold. ' ' 

Strait thro' the city flies the loud report 
' Of Cropps advancing to the Tufcan court. 759 

Tke (hrieking matrons weary heay'A^with^rayV; 
Near -and more near they view, in wild deipair, 
Tlie horrid image, of gigantic war. 
The good old monarch then embrac'd his fon. 
And with a flood of tender tears begun c 75 j 

Oh \ would almighty Jove once more renew 
TJiat vigorous ftrength of youth, which once I knew ; 

756. Oi&.' ivould almighty Jcve,'] This fpeech has two partsj 
and both of exquifirt beauty. In the former this ol dicing, 
at feeing i^ncas and hfs Ion with the troops marching to 
battle, is filled with the heroic ideas o^ his youth } and wiihes 

he 
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When, by this hand, beneath her rocky wall, 

Prasnefte faw her vanquifh'd armies fall ; 

When, vidor of the field, and crown'd with fame, y6o 

With piles of hoflile ihields, I fed the flame. 

And fent great Herilus, of matchlefs might. 

Their martial monarch, to the fhades of night ; 

On whom, defcended from, celeftial blood. 

Three lives his goddefs • mother had bcftow*d, 765 

Wond'rous to tell ! the warrior thrice was flain, 

^ oft revivM, and armM, and foaght again. 

Thrice, tho' renew'd for fight, the monarch bled, 

And thrice, of all his arms I ftripp'd the dead. 

Such were J now-«-not all thefe dire alarms, 770 

Dangers, or deaths, fhoald tear me from thy arms ; 

Nor>had Meze^tius thus his Slaughters fpre&d. 

Thus heap'd with wrongs thy father's aged head ; 

Nor thus unpupifh'd ftretch'd his rage abhorr'd 

O'er towns, dif^eopled by his wafteful fword. 775 



ht was now equal to thofe brave exploits which he Had for- 
mffly atchieved. In the latterf he turns the difcourfe to his^ 
fon, and affures him, that though oppreiTed with age and miC- 
fortunes, he will be content ftill to live, fo that his beloved 
Pallas return fafe. But how pathetically does the poet pre- 
paVe the incident of Pallas's death, by making Evandcr af- 
terwards fuppofe the other alternative, and in the midft of 
this fuppofition, by rcprefenting him as fainting away, and 
carried off by the attendants I How much this laft cifcum- 
fiance would ihine on the ftage, need not be infifted on. 

764. Great Herilus'] Herilus king of Praeneite oppofed the 
coming of Evander into Italy. Evander flew him and his 
followers, and burnt their ihields. Servius imagines, that 
the poet alludes to Tarquinia& Prifcus burning the ihields o£ 
the Sabines, as an offering to Vulcan« 

' • Feronia. 
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But hear, ye gods ! and heaven's great ruler, hear. 

With due regard, a king's and father's pray'r ! 

My dear, dear Pallas, if the fates ordain 

Safe to return, and blefs thefe eyes again : 

With age, pain, iicknefs, this one bleiling give j 780 

On this condition I'll endure to live. 

But oh ! if fortune has decreed his doom. 

Now, now, by death, prevent my woes to come 5 

Now, while my hopes and fears uncertain flow ; 

Now, ere fhe lifts her hand to ftrike the blow ; 785 

While in thefe feeble arms I ftrain the boy. 

My fole delight, my laft furviving joy ! 

Ere the fad news of his untimely doom 

Muft bow this hoary head with forrow to the tomb ! 

With thefe laft words he fwoon'd, and funk away : 790 

His fervants to the couch their breathlefs lord convey, , 

, Now thro' the opening gates the warriors ride, 

iEneas firft. Achates by his iide. 

The Trojan chiefs fucceed : amid the train 

Young Pallas towers, confpicuous o'er the plain. 795 

All bright his military purple jflow'd ; 

His poHih'd arms with golden fplendors glow'd. 

So, bath'd in. ocean, with a vivid ray 

Flames the refulgent ftar, that leads the day : 

Wide thro' the flcy, before the facred light tfop 

Break, and difperfe the fcattcring fliadcs of night. 

High on the battlements the mothers ftand. 

And, from the towers, furvey the martial band. 

790. With thefe laft.] The paufe mtheorlcinal atthefirft 
word in the line, tftdneret ;■— judicioufly reprcients the king'f 
flopping Ihort, and fainting away. 



310 THE jENEID Books. 

Thro* the tliick woods, embody'd in array, 

The glittcriflg fquadrons take the neareft way. 805 

Loud fliouts arife ; the thundering courfers bound 

Thro' clouds of duft, and paw the trembling gr-onnd. 

A mighty grove, rever'd for ages fk)od 

Where Caere views with pride her rolling flood : 

Hills clad with firr, to guard the hallov/'d bound, 810 

Rofe in the roajefty of darkncfs round. 

In times of old^ the pious Argive train. 

The flrft'poffeffors of the T.atian plaiii. 

To the great * guardian o{ the fields, had made 

For ever facred the devoted fliade, 815 

And, on his folemn day, their annual offerings paid. 

Not far from hence the Tufcan hoft diipread 

Their mighty c;^p, with Tarchon at their head. 

Erom the ta41 towering point in Ml furvey, 

Stretch'd o'er the vale, th* embattled army lay. * 8?^ 

Hither iEneas, with his band, fucceed* ; 

The train refrefh'd releafc the panting fleed«. 



809. ff^/iere Care 'v\en.m.'\ Livy ftyles this city, Sacrttrium 
pofuli Romania, duvgrfonumfacerdotiLmy ac reffjxtofhtm favro^ 
ruWy L. I. Virgil here makes an elegant poetical ufe of the 
rtUgioiis chara61:trr of the place, in rtefciibing a venerable 
grove of firrs, wbich-flwod near it. 

In the Old Teftament frec^ient mention is n>adc of cenft- 
crated groves among the followers of idolatry. 

Tbus,^Chron. xxiv. iS. *' And they left t]w houfe of 
the Lord God of their fathers, and ferved grooves and idols.' 
And, 2 Chron. xlv. 3. « He brake down the images, and 
cut down the groves.' The'Jewifh law fioibsd the planting 
groves near. God's altar, as a part of the Pagan fuperftition. 
Deuteron. xiv. 21. * Thou flialt not plant thee a gi'ove of 
any trees near unto the altar <^f the Lord thy God, wfoick 
thou fhalt make thee.' 

^ Sylvaous. 
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Meantime his beauteous inother,from on high. 
Had brought the blazing prefent down the fky. 
Bf the coolflream the hero ihe furvey'd g2c 

Within the winding vale, and thus ihe faid : 

Behold t^e promised arms ; in every part 
By Vulcan labour'd with immortal an;. 
Now dare thy foes, collected in thy might. 
Now call the haughty Turnus to the fight. 830 

Then the fair queen her joyful fon embraced. 
And by aa oak, the radiaht burthen placed. 
The wondering chief with fudden rapture glow'd. 
Struck with the glorious labours ef the god. 
Aftonifh'd at the blazing arms he ftands, 835 

And, one by one, he pois'd 'em in his hands. 
The fword, with death all pointed, he admires. 
And the proud helm, that fhoot^ a length of fires. 
"The mighty corilet caft a vivid ray ; 
With fcales of brafs and fanguine colours gay ; 840 
And, like a flaming cloud, refulgent ihone, 
Pierc'd with the glancing glories of the fun. 
The poliihM greaves his manly thighs infold. 
With mingled metals wrought and ductile gold. 

(33. ll)e nAfondering,'] When Jaibiv. brings the golden fieecd 
from the gr«ve to the Hiip, in Apollonius Khodius, Book 3* 
the Argonauts gaze on it with furprize and delight $ 
every one takes a pride in handling it, and turning it round. 
Virgil fecms here to have had that oeautiful paflage in his eye. 
Thus alio Sir Trilbram, in Spenfer's Fairy Queen, Book 6. 
Canto 2. Stanza 39. 

But Triftram then defpoyling that dead knight 
Of all thofe goodly ornaments of praife, 
Long fed his greedy eyes with the fair fight 
Of the bright metall, fiiiningiike fiiniie rayes ; 
Handling and turning them a thoufand wayes. 
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With joy the weighty fpear the prince beheld ; 845 

But moil admir'd the huge myfierious fhield ; 

For there had Vulcan, flcilPd in times to cfome, 

Dirplay'd the triumphs of immortal Rome ; 

There all the Julian line the god had wrought. 

And charg'd the gold with battles yet unfought. %i^ 

Here in a verdant cave's embow'ring fliade. 

The foftering wolf and martial * twins were laid ; 

Th' indulgent mother, half reclin'd along. 

While at her dugs the fportive infants hung, 854 

Look'd fondly back, andform'd'em with her tongue. 

Next Rome appear'd ; here fhriek the Sabine dames,* 

Surpriz'd, and raviih'd at her folemn games. 

In arms the Cures with their king appear. 

And wage with infant Rome a fuden war. 

At length agreed, from fight the monarchs ceafe, 860 

And, at the fhrine of Jove, conclude the peace. 

Each king befide the bleeding vi^im ilands, 

With lifted eyes, a goblet in his hands. 

Here the mad courfers ilew the foreft o'er. 

And, limb from limb, the perjur'd Metius tore, 865 

851. The foflermg tvfflf,] Virgil f fays Servius, was careful 
lo cxprefs the particular attitude, which we lee in ftatues of 
this wolf. Mr. Spence, in his Polyroetis, obferves, that (he 
is often to be i'een in this attitude, in gems and relievos. The 
poet is obliged to Ennius for the 

Gemineique huic ubera circum 

Ludunt pendentes fueri ■ . ■ Annai. L. 1. 

The tereti cernjice refiexum^ is Tully*s, De Nat. D. L. a* 4.4. 
856. l^syi Rome.} For an account of the difpofition of the 
/igures on the fliield, and the various ordonnance of each 
pifture, fe^ the Difleriiation, ad calc. 
' • Romulus and Remus. 
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As vengeful TuUus drags him thro' the wood, 
The fculptur'd trees are all bedrop'd with blood. 

Here proud Porfenna, with his martial train. 
Bids Rome receive her banifh'd * king again. 
Her noble ions, furrounded with alarms, 870 

51y, in the caufe of liberty, to arms. 
While glorious Codes all his hoft withftood. 
And Cloeiia broke her chains, and fwam the flood. 
With furious looks, tremendous to behold, 
The raging monarch frown'd, and ftorm'd in gold. 875 

There, for the Capitol, brave Manlius ftrove. 
Fought like a god, and look'd a fecond Jove. 
There flood thy palace, Romulus, (decreed 
The feat of empire,) roofd with, homely reed. 

ft 

879. Roofed ivitb homely reed,] The regia, or palace 
here mentioned, cannot be underftood of the Capitol, which 
when it wat befieged by the Gauls, was a magnificent build-^' 
ing 5 and, that a thatched covering, and golden (or gilded) 
porticos are moil abfurdly inconfiftent, is obvious. The com-* 
tnentators in general undeiftand, that regia fpecifies the origi-^ 
nal palace 0? Romulus thatched with llraw, and preferved 
in the Capitol as a relick. De La Cerda obfcrves, that thi» 
houfe was from time to time repaired by the Romans, whence 
it is here called recent. 

In tbefe days of luxury, we can fcaree conceive amr/uch 
thing, as a thatched houfe to have been a palace ; or of^ great 
men and princes having no other beds than a heap of draw s 
and yet the latter was not (6 far from our times, as we may be 
apt to imagine. — Thus Camden, in fpeaking of Edburton, 
(a little village near Ailefbury, in Buckinghamfhire) fays, 
that it was a manor-royal j and that feveral yard lands were 
given to it by the king, on condition, " That the holder^ 
«* thereof, (hould find litter, that is straw, for the king's 
** bed, whenever he ihould come hither," [Britan. p. 2^0. 
£d. 1695.] Ramus, in fpeaking of the reformation of the uni- 

Vol. III. P verfity 

* Tarqulnius Superbus* 
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Here fled the Hlver goofe thro' coarts of gold, 9^ 
Andy cackling loudt th' approaching GauU foretold* 
Thro' the thick foreA move the hoftilepow'rs. 
And, favour'd by the night, invade th^ tow'rs. 
5air golden treffes grace the coipely train, 
And every warrior wears a golden cj^ain. 8^5 

Embroider'd vefis their fnpwy lix^bs infold ^ 
And their rich robes are all adom'd with gold. 

vcHity of Paris, mentions the following allowance there ; Pro 
t^iis df STRAMINB quoJliifUtriay trigtMUi folfdi. Im car-^ 
Jinaliy fro tapetis & stuamine^ triginta fiUdu There is a 
ftreet in part of the univerfity of Paris, now called La 
Rue de Fouarre ) and formerly called La Rue dt Fourrage $ 
where the (haw-markct was kept formerly, to iupply the 
Undents with frefli litter. Menage's Dift. vol. i. Fourrage.. 
Their fchools were littered with ftraw too^ when theyheld 
their QuodJibets, or any other great difputations. 'Twas 
ip in Palate's tinie> a<xordi|ig to -Naude^ [Add. a THi^. de 
](.ouisXl. p. 175.]— Hence when Rabelais makes his Panta-: 
gruel difpute againii all comers, he roakps him hold his dif* 
]}utations in the Rue du Fouarra ; De fai£l, par tous les car- 
xcfours de la ville mift concludons, en nombre de neuf mille^ 
^t censj foixante &c quatre, en tout f^avior ; touchant en 
%:illes les plus fortes doubt«^ qui fuifent en toutes fciences s 
ft premierement en la Rue de Feurre tint contre touts les 
l^egepts, Ai'tiens, & Orateurs; & les mid tous de cul. (Li v. 
%. chap. 10.) Where his comineniator fays; Les a^cula 
%oviSj '& les obiUgc^ a fe raOfeoir fur leur Paille. [ncte 3.] 
The word litter probably cpnjies from the FrcjQch word fox a^ 
bed, l^ s 'the French ftill generally ufe apallailc, or ftraw* 
\kcdy un dcr their feather- beds. S pe N c e . 

880. Tler$ fled the fiver gotife thra^ courts of gold,] The 
^^ptidieds of auratis and argenteus at firft fight may appear in* 
cqnfiftent with the fimplicity of Virgil j but we are to remem* 
ber, that he is defcribing a piece of art, in which the poi^icoft 
Y^ere reprefented in ffold, and the geefe (agreeable to their 
su^tural colour) in filver. Thus afterwards (ver. 905.) thtfs. 
ocean is reprefented in gold, and the dolphins in (ilver. 

Seryius obferves, that the poet in. the epithet argeufnis^ 
alludes to a filver goofe, which was kept iix tht Capitol ^ i 
memory ^f its being prderved by the nouc of thefc biids. 
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Two Alpiae fpeiurs with martial prid« they wield. 

And guard their bodies with an ample ihield. 

The Salii next in {bleom garbs advance ; 8^^ 

And naked here the mad Laperci dance* 

The pledge of fotnre empire from the iky, 

The facred targe ftrikes das^liag on the eye. 

In ftately cars the -pious matrons rode. 

Who fav'd their country, and appeas'd the god. S95 

Far hence remov'd, appear the realms below. 
The horrid man/ions of eternal woe ; 
Where howl the damn'd ; where Catiline in chaina 
Roars from the dark abyfs, in endlefs pains ; 
Sees the grim furies all around him fpread, g^p 

And the black rock Mil trembling o'er his head. 
But in a feparate fpace the jufl; remain ; 
And aweful Cato rujies the godlike train. 

Full in the midft, majeftically roll'd 
The folemn ocean wrought in figur'd gold : 905 

Bat hoary waves curl high on every fide. 
And iilver dolphins cut the fable tide. 

Amid the flood, two navies rofe to fight 
With beaks of brafs ; th' immortal Adian fight I 
All charg'd with war the boiling billows rolPd, giq 
And tlie vaft ocean flam'd with arms of gold. 

910. Boiling bilhnvs,'] Femttre^ fays the original. The 
critics tell us, that Viigil \iCesfer*veri Ihort, that the found 
may agree more with the fcnfe of the. word ;. whereas his true 
reaibn was, his imitating the practice of the ancients, who, 
as we learn from Quintilian, ukdfen^o, znd fgrveo, indif- 
ferently. Many of thefe old words in Virgil, have probably 
been altered by the tranfcribers. Pi6lai <uiftis ^ aquai, /^ 
gUiuj amantijfunus 'vetuftaiis cartnintbus inferuit, QulntiU 
Xaii. Or. L. z. Poly metis, pag. 21. 

P % 
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Here leads divine AuguHus, thro' the floods 

The Tons of Rome, her fathers and her gods t 

From his high ftem the martial fcene furveysy 914 

While ilreaming fplendors round his temples blaze ; 

His fparkling eyes a keener glory (hed. 

Than his great father's ftar, that glitters o'er his head. 

Next, with kind gales, the care of every god, 
Agrippa leads his fquadron thro' the flood. 
A naval crown adorns the warrior's brows, 920 

And fierce he pours amid th' embattled foes. 

There brings proud Antony his various bands. 
From diflant nations, and from barbarous lands. 
Difpeopled Egypt fills the watry plain. 
And the whole Eaftern world o'erfpreads the main, 925 
But O ;— the curie of Rome, the fliame of war. 
His * Pharian confort follows in the rear ! 

Rufli the fierce fleets to fight ! beneath their oars 
And clafliing beaks, the foaming ocean roars ! 
All big with war the floating caflles ride, 930 

In bulk enormous, o'er the yielding tide ; 
The frothy furge like moving mountains fweep. 
Or iflcs uprooted, rolling round the deep. 
Spears, darts and flames fly furious o'er the main ; 
The fields of Neptune take a crimibn ftain. 935 

The beauteous queen, amidft the dire alarms, 
With her loud timbrels calls her hofl:s to arms, 

926. ^ut 0! — thecurfeJ] It was impoflible for the tranflator 
to reach the brevity and the energy of* the fingle word nefas t 

in the oilginaU 

• Cleopatra, 



r 
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Flies to the fight, nor fees the fnakes, that wait 

And hifs behind, dread minifters of fate ! 

Againft great Neptune, in his ftrength array'd, 940 

And beaateous Venus, and the blue-ey'd maid, 

Engage the dog Anubis, on the floods. 

And the lewd herd of Egypt's monfler gods. 

In polifh'd fleel, confpicuous from afar. 

Amid the tumult llorms the god of war. 941; 

Her robes all rent, with many an ample Uride, 

Grim Difcord ilalkM, triumphant o'er the tide. 

Next, with her bloody fcourge Bellona flies. 

And leads, ill fatal pomp, the furies of the ikies. 

Mean time, eMthron'd on Adlium's towering height, 
Thfe god of day furveys the raging fight, 951 

And bends his twanging bow. With fudden dread, 
^At the dire iignal, all Arabia fled : 
At once retire, in wild confufion hurl'd, 
Egypt, jand all th' afl*embled Eaftern world* 955 

Amid the flaoghters of the fight was feen, 
Pale with the fears of death, the Pharian queen ; 
Aghaft, ihe calls the kind propitious gales 
To ipeed her flight ; and fpreads her filken fails. 

^%%* Nor fas tbi/naies,^ The commentators in general, 
underftand fimply, by necdum etiam, &c. ihe did not perceive 
her death approaching. As ihe was to die by the bite of afps, 
faysTrapp, it is here elegantly fuppofed, that Vulcan had 
engraved them behind her, to ihew what was tp be her defliny { 
tho* ihe was not then apprehenfive of it. 

^/^^ Jn potijb* d JleeL] Virgil makes ufe of three different 
metals in the relievo of this ihield, and each is applied not 
without reference to the colour or nature of the thing repre- 
fented : mention has been already made of filver and gold; and 
here the poet, with great propriety, figures the image of thegod . 
of war in fteel, P j 
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The god difplay'd her figure, full in view, 960 

As o'er the floods with weHern winds (he flew. 
While fuak in grief, the mighty Nile bemoans 
The ihame and flalsghter of his vanquiih'd fons. 
He faw the rout ; his mantle he tinrolPd, 
Spread forth his robes, and open'd every fold, $6 j 
Expanded wide his arms, with timely care, 
And in his kind embrace received the flying war. 

Now moves great Cseiar (all his foes o'ercome,) 
Wifh three proud triumphs thro' imperial Rome ; 
And pays immortal honours to the ikies : 970 

Behold at once three hundred temples rife ! 
The Hreets refound with fhouts and iblemn games ; 
And to the temples throng the Roman dames 
With ardent pray'rs : high altars rife around ; 
And with the blood of viftims fmokes the ground. 975 
He fits enthroned in Phoebus' Parian fane $ 
In ranks before him pafs the vanquifli'd train. 
While he accepts the gifts that crown his toils. 
And hangs on high the confeerated ipoils. 
Before the viftor move the mighty dii>ongS| fBo 

With diJKsrent habits and difcordant tongues. 

9 Si. ^Bifcordant tongues,'] It has been obje6led to the poet 
that he hath made Vulcan reprefent nations that fpoke diner« 
rent languages ; a thing impoflible to be expirf&d in fctriptnre. 
But Pope has vindicated him by obferving, that, if a painter 
ihould put into a picture, one town of France, and another 
of Flanders, might 'not one fay, they were two towns that 
fpoke different langui^es ? — ^Thus Pliny lays of Apelles, that 
he painted Clytus on horfeback, going to battle, and demand- 
ing his helmet of. his fqnire $ of Ariftides, that he drew a 
beggar whom he coiild almoft underftand, f^nte cum n^ce t 
of Cteiilochus> that he had painted Jupiter bringing fortb 

Bacchcts, 



Books. OF VIRGIL. 319 

Here pafs, diHnguifh'd by the god of fire^ 

The fons of Afric in their loofe attire ; 

The Carians march ; the bold Numidians ride ; 

The Gelons ihine with quivers at their fide. 985 

Here croud the Daas ; and the nations, there. 

From earth's laft ends alTembled to the war. 

Here with diminilh'd pride Euphrates mourns ; 

There the maim'd Rhine bemoans his broken horns : 

And fierce Araxes, bridgM of old in vain, 990 

Now bends, fubmifiive, to the Roman chain. 

Such was the glorious gift in every part 

By Vulcan finiihM with immortal art : 

(The forms unknown, that grac*d its ample field;) 

The prince with joy furveys the ftoryM fhield : 995 

Aloft he bears the triumphs yet to come. 

The fortunes of his race, the fates of mighty Rome. 

Bacchus, and crying out like a woman, et muUebrieter inge- 
mijcentem ; and of Nicaearchus, that he had drawn a piece, 
in which Hercules was feen very melancholy on refle^ing upon 
his madnefs, Herculem triftemy infanta panitentia. No one 
fare will condemn thofe ways of expredion, which are io 
common. Pope's Obfervations on the Shield of Achilles, 
borrowed from M. Dacier, Iliad. B. 17. 

992. Glorious ^j^/.] There is an abfolute ncceflity in the 
Iliad for Vulcan to make armour for Achilles ; Patroclus, to 
whom this hero had lent his armour being flain, and the 
armour itfelf being taken for a fpoil. This gives a beautiful 
propriety to this incident in Homer. Is there fo fh-ong and 
fo indifpenfable a reafon in our poet, for introducing a de* 
fcription of ^neas's armour } 

997. ^Tbe fortitnes of bis race.! AttoUem bumeroy in the 
the ori^nal. This verfe, fays Addifon, is perhaps the wittieft 
in Virgil. There is doubtlefs a mixture of ideas in it, very 
much in the manner of our modem writers, who make one 
part of their defcriptions relate to the reprefcntation, and the 
other to the thing that is reprefented, 
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SHIELD of JENEAS. 



TH E defcription of the fliicld, in the eighth 
book df the ;£neis, has been very gene- 
rally efteemcd for its poetical beauties. 
The figure of the wolf bending back with 
fondnefs, and forming with her tongue the fmiling 
infants, or the mourning river-god ftretching out 
i his watry garments to receive and fhield the routed 
Egyptians, have feldom efcaped even the meaneft 
' admirer. But I do not remember to have ever {een 
the whole of it confidered in a critical light, as to 
the propriety or impropHcty of the pieces reprefent- 
f ed. Moft readers, like the hero that wore it, Rerum 
ignari imagine gaudenU are flruck extremely with 
the difpofition of the figures in each particular piece, 
and the excellence of the painting ; without once 
refleding whether other pieces might not have been 
introduced with at leaft equal propriety, and whe-^ 
ther the judgment of the poet as well as his fancy, 
had a fliare in the performance. For my own parc> 
I cannot help thinking it may be an agreeable talk 
to examine the fubjeS a little more minutely j to 
endeavour fo find out the motives and reafons fi>r 
each particular reprefentation^ and to confider fairly 

P 5 whether 
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whether the feveral pictures are actually incon- 
neded with each other; or whether, tho' they 
may feem to be thrown down at random, they do 
not in reality form a kind of regular whole. Such 
a whole I would be underftood to mean, as a poet 
may reafonably be fuppofed to have intended. 

The (bield, as framed by Vulcan, Virgil himfelf 
tells us, contained a regular feries of the whole 
Alban and Roman affairs. 

Ulic res Italasy Romanm'Ufnque triumpbas 
Fecerat ignipotens : ilRc genus omnefutura 
Stirpis af^ Ajcanioy pugnataque in ordine Bella. 

Virgil only picks out fuch particulars as be ima* 
gined would conduce to his deftgn^ and be an orna- 
ment to his poem. It is the poet therefore, not the 
god^ who comes under my cognizance ; I amcon- 
cerned only with afewextrads from a larger work^ 
and have undertaken to examine the judiciouiheis 
of the coIle£lion. 

And iirft, I would aik whether we have not forne^ 
times blamed Virgil for the circumftances he has. 
ijele^fted from the Roman ftory. There are certainly 
numberlefs great adlions omitted, which are lefs fa- 
bulous than thofe he has reprefented,. and perhaps 
appear to us more fhining and pidurefque'. A de- 
iponding Hannibal,or a bleeding Gracchus,a captive 
Perfes, or the triumphs of a Scipio, were furely a& 
noble objects of reprefentation, as a Cocles on the 
bridge, or a Clelia in the Tiber. Would a mangled 
Pompey, drawn with all the mournful circum- 
ftances imagination could have furnifhed, have 
Ihewn lefs art than a tortured Metius ? Or, would 
fuch a pi^ure haye be<;n lefs acceptable to the 
Julian family, than a Catiline in Tartarus, or a 
WatQ in £lyuHm? It would be endlefs to mentioa 



SHlfiLD ^/ ANEAS. s^J 

fhe various j^rticulars in -which at Roman bard 
might hare exerted hts talents. The hiftory of hrt 
country was a feries of great events ; and every 
name on record, that of a demigod, or hero. Why 
therefore would he confine himfelf to the mora 
dottbtful tranfataions of the earlier ages ? 

To this I anfwer in general, that the fine eori* 
cluiion of the fixth book of the iEneis, is a repre- 
fentatioii of the fame nature with this before us. 
The heroes of Rome have already paft irt review. 
The poet has already cdebrated the chief orna- 
ments of hb country, and has fcarcc any thing in 
jrefcrve but his favourite battle of A6tium. He would 
not, however, let fo feir an opportutiity pafs of 
doing honour to his anceftors. He coHedls together, 
as* it Were, the laft remains of antiquity, and even 
kitfeduces feme of the former perfons under dif- 
ferent circumftances, and in different attitudes. 

One principal defign of theiEneis, we may 
allow, wa^ to pay court to Auguftus j but it was 
to do it in fuch a manner as wOuld not only make 
the Julian Ikmily but the whole Roman name im- 
mortal. Accordingly we find there is fcarce an oc- 
currenee in hiAory which has not found a place in 
fome part of the poem : fcarcc an hero of note, who 
bas not fomewhere or other an opportunity of ap-* 
pearing. The immortal hatred between Rome and 
Carthage is interwoven with the fubjeft itfelf, and 
by the art of the poet has an original given it, be* 
iwe cither of die places concerned was in being. 
The tPOuWcs of ^neas take their principal rife 
{kent it, and Juno labours to preferve her city near 
a thotiffifrd years before its deftru6tion. This great 
fubjeft, as I mentioned above, and almoft every 
other^ was too much c^cbaufted to be figured upon 

the 
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the ihield ; it woald have been giving a (ketch, or 
picture in miniature, of what had been already 
defcribed at large. 

Having premifed thus much in vindication of the 
poet for what he has not done, I (hall next confider 
the method he has chofen to purfue, and lay the 
whole feries of verfes regularly before you. 

The fcene opens with the original of Romulus. 
The ieveral kings froin iEneas to that time are 
pafTed over in filence. Thofe who had any thing 
remarkable in themfelves, or relative to the Roman 
affairs, fuch as Sylvius^ Procas, Capys, Numitor, 
had already appeared in the Elyfian fields. The 
reft, like the flain in a battle 

Alcandrumque^ Heliumque^ Noefwnaque^ Pryiammque^ 
would have been mere names \ and are only men- 
tioned in hiftory, as fo many links of a pedigree to 
preferve conne<9:ipn between hero and hero. 

The defign in the fixth book was to exhibit to 
^neas every defccndant in his height of glory. 
But here the intention feems to have been quite 
otherwife. >' Rome was to be carried gradually to 
*' perfeftion, and rife from its loweft beginnings to 
** that folid granfleur which it aSually enjoyed 
** under Auguftus Caefar.'* When I fay carried 
gradually to perfeftion, I do not mean that every 
fmgle ftep by which it rofe to that height will be 
here fet before us, but only fome of the more 
ilriking caufes of its^greatnefs be ftrongly marked 
out to us ; as far at leaft, as they can be in a (ketch 
of this nature.. In the former reprefentation, we are 
prefented with the founder of Rome in full maturity; 
and Anchifes, while he points him out, cries with 
9L kind of rapture, 
* '^V'tderC ut geminajiant vertice criftoy , 
Et paur ipfe fuQ Juptrum jam ftgnat bomrt ! 

But 
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But herie the fable of the wolf is introduced, and 
we fee the great anceftor of the mailers of the world 
an expofed helplefs infant. 

Fecerat it viridifxtam Mavortis in antra 
Procuhuiffi lupam : geminos huic ubera circum 
Ludere pendentes puerosj et lambere tnatrem - 
Impavidos : illam teretl cervice reJUxqm 
Mulcen altemosj et corpora fingere lingua. 

Next to its founder, we have Rome likewife in 
its infancy. But the poet has chofen to introduce it 
at the celebration of the CircenHan games, when, 
its handful of inhabitants might all appear together, 
and the manner of its being peopled, be expreffed 
at the fame time. 

Nee procul hinc Romam^ et raptasjine more Sabinas 
Confejfu cavea^ magnis CircenJU>us aSiis 
Jddiderat 

The ftory of the AlVlum was what Virgil was 
unwilling to mention, it would have been deriving 
the original of the beft families in Rome from rob- 
bers and murderers ; and have fpoiled many comr 
pliments in the other parts of bis poem. Juvenal, a& 
a Satirift, ufes lefs ceremony, when he addreiles 
himfelf to a worthlefs patrician, who would claim 
fome merit from the virtues of his anceftors : 

Et tamen ut long} repetas longeque revohas 
Nomenj ab infami gentem deducis Afylo* 
Major urn primus quifquisfuit ilk tuorum 
' . Aut pajiorfuitj aut illudquod dicere nolo. 

Hiftorians may labour hard to palliate this ac- 
count, as it is their bufinefs to relate every thing ; 
but our poet thought proper to pafs it over entirely. 
I muft not, however, diflemble Virgil's having 
mentioned this very afylum in another part of his 

poem . 
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poem ; but it Is only where he is itmning oyer the 
names ef places, zxkA of that among the reft, with<- 
out being obliged to enter into partieirkr^, which 
he muft JMC^Euriiy hare dons had he tntreduced 
it here : 

Hhu lucum if^enhtm^ quern Romulus acer afylum 
RettuBt, JEn. viii. 342. 

As to the rape of the Sabine virgins, it was too 
material to be negledfed, efpecialif if we regard its 
cdnfequences* The ftrik iiff which immediaffely 
fo^ows, 

Subk9qu£ novum cdnfurgere helium 
Romutidis^ Tatioque ferny Curibufque feveris. 

Dionyiius, who makes every thing defign, and i» 
pcrfecHy acquainted with the moft minute intrigues 
of the cabinet, endeavours to reprefent this aSion 
as a deep laid fcheme of policy. And indeed, if we 
examine the good cfkSt^ it produced, we may al« 
moft be pcrftia4ed to giv« int^bis opinion. It was 
highly probable, Aat fuch an infuk as this mights 
afr firft be refeiited, but that die rage of paffion 
would gradually wiiar away, and an union off 
feitiities and intereft& take place. But I «oiife& my- 
ffilf, ihave much atore pleaf4»fein obfemn^ a variety 
of events bvought about by accident % am t^ikik itr 
more natucal to. imagine^ that the politics of that 
age were on too low a fornv to pretend to forecaft*. 
It is upon this. account that Ihave always confider- 
ed Dionyflus's-hiftory, admirable as it is, as a civil 
romance : Tho' the heads of it are true, or at leaft 
what are received as fuch, yet like the Cyropaedia 
of Xenophon, it rather feems written to inftruft 
oofterity, than to nehue what has really happened^ 
Mtichiavel, in his diibourfes on the firflr DtCzA^ of 
Livy, ha» taken a better method to make the 

Roman 
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Roman hiftoiy ufefuL He has extra^ed general 
rules of policy, both from the errors and per&itions 
of that ftat«, and given due praife to its excellen-* 
cies, without fuppofing evefy citizea a Lycurgus* 

After mentioning the war, the poet proee^ to 
Its happy conclufion, and takes occafion to paint 
his anceflors in the v^ry action of ftriking a league. 
A league we muft take notice, which unites the 
Roman and Sabine people. A remarkable period in 
the Roman ftate. 

Po/l itdem inter fe pofiio certamim regu 
Armati yirvis ante arasy paterafque tenentes 
Stabant: et eafajungebant f cedent porei. 

To the manner of engaging in a treaty, fucceeds 
the punifbment for breaking one« Numa'$ peaceful 
reign had already been celebrated : 
^is frocul tile autem rams hijignis oKva'y &c. -^n. vi. 
And the religious part of it taken notice of in the 
vrori^ Jacraferens. The warlike charader of Tullus 
Hoftilms was there likewife introduced; but this 
one action of his, with r^ard toMetius,.wasiciftIy 
referved for a more proper place : 

Haudprocul inde ciia A^ittm in diver fa quadrig0y 
Diftukrant (at tu diSlisy jflbaney manures.) 
Raptabatque viri mendacis vi/cere TuUus 
Perjyhamy et Jparji^rorahant fangtunt vepns* 

This too we muft obferve was another remark- 
able period, when the Albem and Roman j>eople 
were united into one body. 

From the reign of Tullus HoftiKus, till the be- 
ginning of the conAilar ftate, we have an entin^ 
chstfm in the hiftery i which ^aki opene wkh Av 
Tufcan war. 

Ancus Martius, and Tarquinius Priicus, have a 
place in the fixth bothy and ^erefore might ysMy^ 

be 
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be omitted here. But it is the misfortune of ServiuS 
Tullius, to whom Rome owed the beft part of her 
coi^itution> to be negleded in both places^ Strada> 
in his MomuS) accufes Virgil of this negledl -, but 
makes no apology for him. The commentators tell 
us, it is becauje Servius was of mean extradiion. 
I own, it is with difBculty I acquiefce in fuch a 
reafon, and think the poet as well as myfelf, would * 
be obliged -to any one, who would furnifh us with 
a better. His mother was a princefs, tho' a flave of 
war ; and his great abilities, whatever was his ex- 
tra£Hon, were certainly equal to any ftation : 

Jncilld nafus tr abeam et diadema ^uirsni, 
Etfafces meruit regum ultimus ilk bomrum. 

Juv. Sat. 8. 
But it feems to have been the faihion to negledl 
him; for we find Horace equally unjuft in not 
allowing him a place in his catalogue of worthies, 
Od. 12. lib. I. in one of his Satires indeed, where 
it made for his purpofe, he does hitn the favour to 
infinuate, that he was a good man, tho' his reign 
wad ignoble, 

,Ante poteflatem Tulli atque ignoble regnum 
Multosjape viros nullis majoribus ortos 
Et vixij/i probosj amplis et honoribus auSlou 

Tarquin the proud, the fucceeding king, is men- 
tioned by name in the fixth book, and in this \ in 
the former he is merely a name, and joined too in 
an hafty manner with the elder Tarquin : 

Vis^ et Tarquinios reges' ■ . 
But here he is more dire&Iy, and more juftly intro- 
duced ; for tho' he himfelf had xk> virtue which de- 
ferved regard, he was greatly the occafion of it in 
others ; and gave rife, by his infamy, to the firft 
heroes of Rome« It is not Tarquin, but his oppofers, 

whom 
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whom the poet celebrates. In the fame manner muft 
we undcrftand the ^^fuperbos Tarquim fafces** of 
Horace, which fome commentators would slpply 
to Tarquinius Prifcus, who was remarkably con- 
cerned for the majefty of government. But if we 
confider It in the light I am mentioning, the whole 
ftanza will be finely contrafted : 

Romulum pojl hos pnus^ an quietum 
Pompili regnum memorem^ an fuperbos 
Tarquini fafces^ dubito, an Catonis 

Nobile Lethum. 

" Shall I firft celebrate Romulus, who founded the 
** monarchy of Rome ; or Numa, who confirmed 
** it by the arts of peace ; or thofe noble perfons 
*' who recovered our liberty from the haughty 
*' Tarquin ; or Cato, who died in its defence ? * 
This too faves the latter part of the ftanza from 
that ftrange alteration of Dr. Bentley, 

Anne Curii Nobile Letbum. 

To return ; the poet defcribes the tyiUnt, as al- 
ready banifhed ; and only lays before us the confe- 
quence of that banifhment, the Tufcan war : 

Nee non Tarquinium ejeSium^ Porfenna juhebat ^ 
Accipere^ ingentique urbem obJieUone premebat. 

We need hot wonder that he has not been more 
particular, as to the enormities of the Tarquins, 
fince it was not his deflgn to expofe villains, but to 
illuftrate nobleaftions. As in the pidture of Metius 
above, it was the juft ref^pntment of Tullus which 
was the fubjedi, not the treachery of the fufferen 
Befides ev«ry reader, efpecially a Roman one, froni 
the word ejeSfum^ mufl naturally run back to th^ 
cruelties of that family. The murder of Servius, 
and the rape of Lucrece, rife frefh before us \ and 

I fancy 



330 OBSERVATIONS wf*/ 

J fancy we fliall find in moft of the defcriptions 
throughout the poem, fuch particulars fele^ed as 
alvrays draw aftef them a tr^in of circunijftances, 
and eJthibit to the mind of the reader much more 
than is exprefled in words. The next line breathes 
the true fpirit of liberty : 

Mmada inferrum pro libirtate ruebant. 

Lucan would have declaimed on this occafion, 
and have abounded with « exclamations for twenty 
verfes together, till the fubje<% itfelf grew tedious, 
if not trifling. But Virgil in one nervous line, fhews 
the eager fpirit of the Romans, and finely cppofes 
their noble refolu.tion in the caufe of liberty to the 
Infoltnt jutsbat of Porfenna* 

He continues to paint the tyrant fweiling widi 
indignatioa at their haughty attempts againit ki3 
kingly fupremacy, and threatening that virtue 
which actually alarmed his fancied omnipotence : 

Ilium inSgnanti fanilem^ Jimilemque minanti 
AQ>uereS : pentem auderet qModveS^i Cocks ^ 
Eifiuvtum vincUs ittnar^ CL^lia fuph. 

After this noble refiftancc to a domefilc tyrant, and 
his impetious abettor, (which every one mail allow 
was' a very remarkable period, as aft entire dteia- 
fiofl of their government, ar>d aft cftaWiflimcnt of 
their liberties were the confequenee*) Aftef tiifs^ 
i fay, we fee the fame fpirit exett ii^lf agaiiift a 
foreign enemy, who attempted to eflS*re or pitttidler 
a free people. It h generally igfced, that it wj» not 
Manlitis or CamiUirs, but the gold of Rome!, whieh 
drove back its adverfaries. niwcver, t*t€ populw 
opinion was to the poet's purpofe : 

Infummo cufios Tarpeia Manlius arcis 
Stabat pro tmplo^ it Capitolia celfa tcmbat. 

The 
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TheJ Capitol w^s doiibtlefs a confidcrable edifice in 
the time of Manllus, the' not to be compared with 
that of Sflla, Vefpafian. or Domitian afterwarde. 
Virgil, to make it appear as grand as poflibk, has 
placed in contrail to it, the thatched cottage of 
komulus : 

Romuksque recens borreiat regta cultno. 

And by this means puts us in mind once more of 
the low condition from whence Rome raifed itfelf ; 
which, as I obferved above^ was on& deiign of the 
whole reprefentation* 

. Mr. Addifon is of opinion, that the veneratioa 
paid to the lady of Loretto's temple, took its xiie 
from the fuperftition of the old Romans with regard 
to this hut of their founder's, which they conti^* 
Bually repaired as it fell to decay* The cuftom of 
repairing it is» I fuppofe, intexiMd to be expreflbd 
in the words» rmm hnrilmt^ 
. That nothing, which was of fervke to the poet's 
country, might be pafled by in iiknce) the very 
gcefe are celebrated for their alarming the cefitincls a 

Atque bk auratis voliunts arginteus snfir 
pQrtidbus^ Gallffs in limint adifi conabau 

What follows to the end of the dcfcription is poet?** 
cal painting, tho* not merely fo, for it very ac- 
curately informs us of the drew and perfons m the 
Gauls, and their manner of engaging in arms : 

GalU p$r dumos aderant^ arcemque temhant^ 
Deftijitenthrhy et dono no£iis opaca. 
Aurea cafaries illisy atfue aurea viffis : 
Virgatu lucent fagulU : turn laSfea colla 
Auro vpuSluntur : duo quijque alpina corufcant 
Gajfa manuy fcutts protect corpora longis* 

Thisaffiur of the Gauls id the laft piece. of dire<^ 

hiftory 
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hiftoiy we are prefented with, till we come to the 
battle of A£lium. Several heroes between the times 
of Tarquin and Manlius, have pafled without men- 
tion, and many more between Manlius and Au* 
guftus Caefar. But I believe, if we turn to the iixth 
book, we {hall obferve moft of them either exprefly 
named, or their a£lions fo pointed out to us, that 
we cannot miftake them. I ihall now therefore leave 
the hiftorical part, and conflder the poet*s defign 
in another light. 

Mr. Warburton has brought many arguments 
from the defcent into hell, and feveral other parts 
of Virgirs poem, to prove the political and legifla- 
tive nature 'of it ; and I think we may find feme 
uncommon teftimonies in this fmall (ketch, to con- 
firm his opinion. If we look back to the particulars 
already paft, we fhall fee among the few which are 
mentioned, a treaty entered into with the utmoft 
folemnity, and the obfervance of another enforced 
with a rigorous punifhment ; we have feen likewife 
the fpirit ^f liberty aAihg vigoroufly againft. a do- 
meftic tyrant, and a foreign enemy. The perfons 
named ar^ not recorded oil account of private vir- 
tues, but are thofe only who had done eminent 
fervice to the public. Nor are indeed any of the 
feuds and animofities between the Patricians and 
Plebeians even hinted at any wh^re. But what 
irtimediately follows is the ftrongeft proof of Mr, 
Warburton's aflertion. Virgil could not think his 
flate compleat, even in miniature, without the ad- 
ditional fandtion of religion } and Numa's inftitu- 
tions under a fuppofed infpiration, were the moft 
proper to be represented. 

Nor has the poet brought in his ceremonies with- 
out a manifeft conneflion with the foregoing repre- 
sentation.. They immediately follow Sie invafion 

of 
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of the Grauls, and may appear a kind of religious re- 
joicings) and proceflions, and honours paid to the 
gods by the Romans, on account of their deliver- 
ance from their enemies : 

Hinc exultantes Salios^ nudofque Lupercos^ 
Lantgerofque apices^ et lapja ancilia coelo 
Extuderat. 

The next lines, which continue the proceffion, are 
a pretty compliment to the Roman matrons : TKe 
fiory is too well known to need an explanation : 

Cafia ducebant facra per urbem 
Piknt'u matres in moUibus 

I would take notice however, with what addrefs 
the compliment is brought in : The attention of 
the ladies to the religion of their country, and a due 
obfervance of its ceremonies, is the fubjeft of the 
pidlure ; their being carried in litters to the per- 
formance of them, which is the compliment, is in- 
troduced as it were by the by. I fhould imagine 
too there is feme inftru6lion couched under the 
epithet ^tf/?^, and that the poet would infinuate that 
the violation of the marriage-bed Is the bane of 
fociety, and a difregard or negligence on that head 
the fure forerunner of the deftrudiion of a ftate. 
Horace is very explicit on the fubjedl : 

Fcecunda culpa facula 'nuptias 
Primum inquinaverey et genus y etdomos: 
Hue f ante derivata Clades 
In patrtam populofque Jluxit, 

As religion was neceilary to perfeft his ftate, to 
was the do£b:ine of a future ftate of rewards and 
punifhments full as neceflary to perfe<^ his religion : 
For which reafon as a kind of moral to the whole, 
he concludes like a true legiilator with his hell for 
bad citizens, and his elyfmm for the good : 
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Et/cakrum fofntiSy ei Uy Cetilina^ tnimxci 
Pindentem Jiopulo, furiarumque §ra trgmttuem j 
Sicniafyui phs^ hhdantem jura Cat onem. 

What other reafon could he j)offibIyhave for intro- 
ducing again his Tartarus and Elynum, after hav- 
ing bdto)wed a whole book upon them before ? It 
is worth our while to obfervc likewife who the per- 
fons are» that are felefled out as proper inftances 
of the puniihed and rewarded, Catiline, and Cato 
the younger. One, the moft flagitious incendiary 
that ever attempted the deftrudtion of his country^ 
and the other the nobleft example of fincerc patrio- 
tifm. The greateft, and moft infamous, of public 
charafters. 

The mentioning Catiline here, tho' Julius Caeiar 
is flirewdly conjectured to have been embarked in 
th^ fame pernicious defign with him, is, perhaps, 
a barefaced denial of the afperfion ; and the poet, 
by Inferting it in a work manifeftly written under 
the protedlion of Auguftus, feems utterly to dif- 
claim the notion, and to take it for granted no one 
ever fufpedled it. As to Cato, the commentators 
have great doubts, for which of the two this com* 
pliment was intended. But if the poet's defign be, as 
I have reprefented it, we have certainly no occaiion 
to hefitate a moment. It was no affront to the Ju- 
lian family to celebrate the juft and heroic notions 
of Cato, if they at the fame time confefl'ed that he 
applied them at an improper time, and erred thro' 
too much virtue. The manner in which the flat- 
terers of that age talked, and which had a mixture 
of truth in it, was this, ^^ That corruptions and 
^^ animofities had rifen to fo great an height, and 
*' the ilateofthe common w^^tb was. fucb, that it 

*'neccf- 






^^ n^ccfi^rily reqi^f td a mafter, 2^d Csfar was tb/9 
*' beft they could poifibly receive/' Dr. MMltton 
has drawn a fine compartfon between the tenets of 
Cato, Cicoro> and Atticus, and £b$wn that the 
rigid precepts of the former were by no means fuit-* 
ed to th^ times in w^^ich he lived i and I cannot 
help coming into the opinion, that Virgil had fom^ 
meaning of the fame kind, by his manner pf plac- 
ing him in Elyiium. His opinions, thp' juft ^n4 
virtuous, and deferving of all the encomiums the 
poet could pay to them, yet feem to be calculated 
for a natipn of philofophers, ^^ For the polity of 
** Plato, and not the dregs pf Romulus." They 
were the pii only, who could obey the^i^^ C^tmis. 
This is not laughing at Cato, as fqme ridiculous 
commentators would fuppofe, but paying him, I 
thii^k, the greateft compliment be could po^bly 
jFcceive, and avoiding at the iame time any rcfleiSiipn 
on the tyrant he opppfed. 

I coAiefs the mere words, hi$ d^nfemjur^ C^tamm^ 
jnay very well be applied to the rigid laws of Catp 
the Cenior. But I would chufe, for the reafpns al- 
ready mentioned, they {hould relate to the younger* 
X may add too, that what is allodged againft th^ 
naming Cato here with honour, would hold as 
ftrongly at leaft againft Ppmp^y, and yet we find 
jiioi in the fixth book pf the ^neis, in the fame 
verfes, and addrejTed eiqually with Julius Caefar 
himfelf: 

JUa auttm paribus qtu^sfnlgtr^ cernis In arms 

Concordes aninue num &c. 

If it is objciled, that Ppmpey fought only for. him- 
felf, and his failion, but that Cato really meant his 
country ; and therefore it was a ^^eater difgrace to 
the Cafarians to be oppofed by a real, than a feign- 
ed patriots I would off^ in anfwer^ what I have 

men- 
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mentioned above, the improper (kne in which Cato 
exerted his virtue.- To conclude, thofe remarkable 
words •* Catonis nebiU Lethuniy* would never have 
been found in an od^ of Horace particularly defign- 
ed for Augtiftus, had a poet's expreffing himlelf 
in fuch a manner been looked upon as an 
affront to his patron. 

We have now nothing remaining but the battle 
of Aftium, that is, ** The great finifhing ftroke, 
or eftablifliment of the Roman empire." Upon 
which, as his principal fubjed, Virgil has be- 
flx)wed more verfes, than on all the reft taken 
together. Indeed he has been fo very explicit 
in his feveral defcriptions, that he will fave me the 
trouble of faying much on any of them. It was this 
great aiFair (as I faid above) which fixed the Roman 
government on its new foundation, and left Au- 
guftus mafter of the world. Happily too for the 
poet, his patron might in this contention be con- 
fidered as the defender of Rome and liberty, 
againft a rebellious citizen fuftained by a foreign 
power. Accordingly he has made ufe of the oppor- 
tunity, and introduced «the fenate and the people, 
the tutelar deities of private families, and thofe who 
prefided over the ftate, as all uniting with Auguftus 
in his undertaking. He has drawn his hero likewife 
with his wholp divinity about him, and made him, 
what he afFeded to be thought *, the reprefentative 
of Apollo: 

Hinc Auguftus agens Rahs in pralta Cajar, 
Cum patrihusj populoquei penntibus et magnts Diis^ 
Stans celfa in puppi r.geminas cui iempora Jhmmas 
Lata vomuntj patriumque aperitur verticejtdus* 

Agrippa likewife has his fhare in the compliment : 
* Polyinetis, Dial. 8. 

ParU 
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Parte plid^ ventis et Diis J grtppa fecundity 
Arduus^ agmen agem : £ui belli infigm fuperbum 
Tempora navali fulgent rofirata cormSU - - 
When 'he dcfcribes Antony, tho' ac the head of a 
jiumerous army, it is with ftronff marks of derifion 
and indignation. It is by the afSftance of Barbarian 
troops that he is evenviflorious; and, as his greateft 
mark of inEamy, his ^Egyptian wife brings up the 
rear. The words /Egyptian wife might poffibly con- 
vey at that time a very fevere farcafm, as it was well 
known in Rome, that Cornelia the mother of the 
Kjracchi had refufcd to marry one of the Ptolemys, 
and pleaded as a reafon for her denial, that a woman 
who had been wife to a Roman fenator, could not 
jcondefcend to i)ecome queen of Egypt : 

Jilnc^ cpt barbariea variifyue Antonius armis 
Victor ^ ab Aurora populis et tittore rubra 
JEgyptum^ viref^e Orienfis^ tet ultima fecum 
Baifra vehtt : Jtqmtttrque (ttefas) Mgyptia xonjux^ 
After the fleets are drawn up, we are next prefent^ 
with the engagement. In which the poet has exerted 
his whole power of fancy and expreflion. The turrittp 
ptfppes are to be fure brought in as a compliment to 
Agrippa, who was the inventorof them. We fee too 
once more the gods fiding with Auguftu^, and the 
Roman divinities oppofed to the monftcrs ofJEgypt; 
Una omnes ruere^ ac Mwn fpumare r^duSiis . 
Convulfum remis ro/hrifque tridmtibm aqutyr. 
Aha petur^t : pelago credas innare revulfas 
Cycladasy out monU$ concurrere montibus altcs^ 
Tantd mole viri turritis puppibus in/iant* 
Stuppea Jlamma manu^ telifqtte volatile ferrum 
Spargitur : arva nova Nepiunia cade rubefcunt% 
Regina in mediii patrio vocat ^agmino fi/iroy 
Netdum eticnn geminas a tergo refpicit angues, 
Ommgenumque 4eum monjira^ et latraior Anubis 
l^ohlU, Q, Contr4^ 
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y Cortir^Nepiunum^ et Venerem^ contraque Mimrvam 
Tela tenent : fitvit medio in certamine Mcevors 
' C€elatus ferro^ trijiefque ex athere Dira^ 
Et fcijjapxudtni vadit difcordia paUa^ 
^uam cum fanguineo fequitur Bellonafiagello. 
The defeat follows the engagement : and would it 
:be too fanciful to fuppofe that the poet may have 
-ihadowed a refined piece of flattery to his patron un- 
der the perfonage of the deity > who puts the enemy 
»to flight. We have mentioned above the fondnefs 
,of the emperpr to be confidered as bearing great re- 
.'femblance to that god ; and why may we not ima- 
;gine that the Aclian Apollo here is pnly an allego- 
rical Auguftus ? 

ASlius hac cernens arcum tntendebat Apollo 
Defuper : omnis eo terrore MgyptuSj et Indi^ 
• Omnis Arahs^ ofnnes vertebant ierga Sabai. 
Ipfa videbaiur ventis regina vocaiij 
Vtla darej et laxos jam jamque immittere funa z 
illam inter cade$^ pallentem morte futurd^ 
Fecerat. ignipotens undis et yapygeferri. 
Contra autem magno marentem corpore Nilumy 
Pandentemque Jinusj et totd vejle vocantem 
Caruleum ingreniium^ latehrofque fiumina^ viSlos. 
• The whole poem concludes with the three days 
triumph of Auguftus, and we may obiferve that it is 
the. porch of the teijiple of Apollo in which the hero 
is feated. 

At C/efar trtplid invc^us Romana triumpho 
Mcenta^ diis Italis votum immortale facrahat j 
Maxima Itr centum totam delubra per urbem. 
I/aiitia^ ludifque via plaufuque fremebant : 
Omnibus in templis matrum chorusy omnibus areci 
Ante aras t err am caji Jlravere jvuenci, 
I Me fcdens niveo candentis limine Phcebiy 
D^na vaognGjcit popukrumy aptaique fiiperhjs 

Pqftibus: 
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Po/fthts : incedunt vi£fa lotigo ordim genies^ 
,^uam varia Unguis^ halntu tarn vejih et armts. 
Hie N&madum genusy etdifdncios Muldhcr Afros y 
. Hlc LelegaSi Carafquey^ Jagittiferofque Gelonos 
Finxerai. Euphrates ibat jam moHior undis^ 
Extremique hominum Moriniy Rhenufqtie bicornts, 
hdcmittque Daba^ et pontem indignatus Araxes. 
• *This triumph of Auguftus is not only over An- 
tony, but ihe whole world at once. The Afri- 
. <:ans, the Scythians, and the Morini, the Euphra- 
tes,, the Rhine^ and the Araxes, unite together 
to. pay him homage. Here then, we fee Rome 
. in its. ,utmofl: height of glory, and may obferve, as 
.1 faid before, the amazing jqontraft between its 
. appearance of the beginning of the poem, and at 
tlie end of J it, b^ty/(sen an expofed infant and aa 
Ainiverfal monarch. ' The feveral internicdiate Ilcps 
-by which i; grofe .to this fyrprizing grandeur, are, 
^ I.thipJc,,j(k^tiQhed.out to us inj the preceding verfes. 
We hjivq fe^n.it in that Ibtort qompafs, built an4 
..<p69pl^d,iWe have ^en it fokmnly enter into leagues, 
r:a/i4 eriforce the jobfervance of them \ we have feen 
^ . it adl bravely, againft foreign enemies and a do- 
. meftic tyrant; in fhort, we have (cen its heroes 
; always^ aAuated by a love of their jcountry, and a 
ilate fpmided..on.the folid )bafis of Religion,* and of 
. virtue. Whether this was really the cafe, "With 
jegard to Rome, we are not to confider : It is 
fo reprefentpd by the poet, and if w^e take his word 
for the truth of it, I am fure we need not wonder 
2X any pitch of gi'eatnefs to which {uch a ibatc 
^arriycg. 

I have now fimAed what I ii^tended to ^r<:»ve, 
^nd have, I hope, made it apj)ear, that the feveral 
4)i£lures which compofe the ^'faole reprefentation, 
-^ti^ by np means thrown jdown. at. random, but 

Q^a ■ judicioufly 
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judicioufly feledted by the poet: And that^ tho* 
the whole piece may very properly be confidered 
as a fupplemeflt to the fixth book of the iEneis, 
yet It has at the fame time a fcheme and defign 
peculiar to itfelt 

S E C T I O N 11. 

In writing the foregoing obfcrvations I could 
not help taking notice what extremely fine pi£^ures 
many of the fubjefts reprefented would make. 
Which put me upon confidering, whether it might 
not be poflible to conneG them all together in the, 
manner of a Ihield, as Mr. Pope had done with i«e- 
gard to the ihield of Achilles. I tried, and found it 
upon the trial fo very e^fy» that I was at a lofs to 
find a reafon why it had never been done before, 
and how it came to pafs that the ftrenuous advocates 
for the Roman poet fliould not at leaft have attempt- 
ed to fet him in this refped on a level with the Gre- 
cian. The only caufel can affign is this, they found 
a difficulty at the beginning of the poem ; the tUU 
res Italas — the general reprefentation of the whole 
Alban and Roman affairs from iSneas to Auguftas, 
was thought too extenfive for the compafs of a pic- 
ture. It is on this account too, that Mr. Pope fays 
the ihield of Virgil is charged with a great ded more 
work than that of Homer. But this, tho' I allow it 
to be an objeftion, may, I think, be obviated by 
what I have faid in the beginning of the former fee- 
tion. I there made a diflinfbion between the ihield 
of Vulcan, and the fliield of Virgil; which diilinc- 
tion I wQuld again make here, and then, thQ' I eafily 
confefs that the former cannot be reprefented as a 
pi6!:ure, yet I may venture to affirm, that the fcve- 
ral repreientations in the latter may be fo put toge-- 
thcr as to form a compleat ihield. It will not indeed 

he 
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be the fhield of JExttzsj but it will be a juft refem- 
blance of the defcriptions of the poet, and may be 
a proper ornament for an editton of his works. 

In order to put my defign in execHtion> I would 
take for my model in moil refpedls the fhMd of 
Achilles, as reprefented by Mr. Pope. I would draw 
two concentric circles, the larger fliould mark the 
circumference of the fliield, and the fmaller be 
placed at pretty equal diftances from the crrcum- 
ference and the center. The fpace between the 
fmaller and larger circle I would divide into twelve 
compartments > the fpace between the fmaHer circle 
and the center, into four. In the twelve firft I would 
comprize the ancient hiftory, and appropriate the 
four inner entirely to the affair at A£^ium. The fub- 

{*e£ls.of the fixtecn compartments, would be as fol- 
ows : J/?. Romulus and Remus, or the founding of 
Rome. 2d. The rape of the Sabine women, or the 
peopling of Rome. 3^. The war in confequcnce of 
the rape, ^tb. The peace, or union of the Sabines 
and Romans, $th. The punifiiment of Metius, or 
the'unionof the Albans and Romans into one body* 
ttb. The fiege of Rome by Porfenna. yth. Codes 
and Clelia. In which two laft would be reprefented 
the grand ftruggle for liberty againft domeftic ty- 
ranny. 8/^. Manlius, or the noble oppofition of 
Rome to a foreign invafion» ^th. The proceffion of 
the Salii, LupeKi, i^c. loth. The proceffion of the 
Roman matrons 3 in which two laft would be repre-* 
fented the religious rejoicings of the Romans, on 
their being delivered from the Gauls, i uh. Cati- 
line, or the hell forbad citizens. j2//&. Cato, or 
the elyfivim for good citizens. 13/A. The fleets 
drawn up at Aftium. 14/*. The fight/ 15/A. The 
defeat.- i6ih. The triumph. 
. What kind of pi<Stures thefe fubjeds would make, 

Q 3 niay 
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may appear better by following Mr. Pope's method, 
and giving a literal tranflation of the feveral defcrip- 
tions of the poet, and adding fome occafionai re- 
marks on each. To begin with the firft compartment. 

Romulus and Remus. 

Fecerat et viridt\ tsfc] "The god had there ex- 
** preiTed the female wolf lying in the green cave of 
** Mars, with the twin boys hanging at her teats, 
•*. playing and fucking their nurfe without anyfigns 
•' of fear. She mean while bending back her fmooth 
*\ neck, fondles tljem alternately, and forms their 
*' limbs with her tongue*^' 

This defcription is To extremely piilurefquc,* that 
all the figures difpofe themfelves, and I could Vlffi' 
to add notjiing to it but the river Tiber, which YHouH ■ 
feem to flov^ at the; fore-part of the cavc^ wftTi no ^ 
other ornaments but a few rufhes on it ilaes; 

aitcoittpxrtxneiit: The rapicof the SsCbines; 

Nee procul hihc^ &c.] "At a little diflince hrhrf • 
*^ added Ronie, and thife Sabine women feizcd byr 
** violence in the area of a theatre, whefe thc*pe ^-^ 
*^ pie wei-e'affembltd together at thegreat<Jirceh**' 
«^ fiari fhews.'' 

The theatre mentioned here, confideringithe^in* ' 
fancy of Rome, (houldbc rejN-efehted asoneof turf ; ' 
fdme few only of its feats'needto appearin thepic- \ 

tare to leave inore roorifi for the prtecipil ffguresj 
the ravifhers and the virgins. Rottie might' be ex- 
pfefled behind by a' few'cottages^ and very. 'r6ugh' 
battlemcntsi 

3^ coifipartmcfnt. The war. 

'^-Subitoque novuml &c.] *' Suddenly a' new w^r * 
** afifes beWeeitthe Romans, and old Tatias, alld' 
•* the fevere Curetes." 

Here thepbet" has ncithei'" drawn ' thfr pi^re' for 

us 
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us as in the firft compartment, nor defcribed the fub- 
je<Sl of it as in the feconJ ; but has only faid, a war 
arofe between Romulus and Tatius, on account of 
the rape ; A painter therefore is at liberty to take 
the moft remarkable occurrence of that war for thc^ 
fubjcft of his piflure. And this, I think, is jthe rufli- 
ingin of the Sabine women between the twoarmies» 
By this intermediate pidture we connedl the fore- 
going one, which was the rape thecaufe of the war,' 
with the following one, which is the concluding a 
peace in, confequence of this action of the matrons* 

4^i&;compaitn)ent. The. peace* 

Pvftiidem^ .&c.] "After this the fame kings^ hav- 
***ing given over- thenar,- were ftanding together 
** armed before the altar of Jupiter 5 eachof theni 
** holding a -patera in- his hand ; and were ftriking 
*• the league, having flain the. fwine." 

Cpuld a.profeft dealer in antiquities have been 
more particular in defcribing this ceremony, or could 
a painter dcfire better inftriKSions ? Romulus and 
Tatius are figured in arms before the altar of Jupi *• 
ter, eachof'them has the patera in his hand, and 
as king and prieft is performing thecfacrifice* Th€ 
folemn circumftance. of ftriking the fwine [Jicferito 
ui egoh'unc parcumferiam) is juft over^ and accofd- 
ingly we muft fi4ppofe Yk^ lies dead, before the altar^ 

5/^ compartment, Metius* 

Haudprocul inde cita^ &c.] ** Not fai from thence 
** the ftimulated courfers had. torn Metius different 
^* ways (but Thou, O Alban, fhouldeft have flood 
** to thy engagements) and Tullus was dragging 
** through the wood the bowels of that perjured man, 
*' and the ihrubs befprinkl^d'with his blood were 
** dropping as with dew.** 

The poet has given full infiru6liOns i<^T this pic- 

QL 4 ture 
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ture himfelf. The only difficulty is in the wdr<f 
quadrigtej which fignifies chariots drawn by four 
horfes, and fometimes four horfes without the cha- 
riot. The common piSures of Mettus fcem to fol- 
low the latter fenfe. Livy fays exprefly, he was tied 
between two chariots. But a determination of this 
fort may, I think, be left to the painter himfelf, 
and he is at liberty to chufe what will make the beft 
pifture. As to TuIIus being mentioned as dragging 
about the entrails, perhaps it means no more than that 
the execution was performed by his command, ©rat 
moft that hewasftanding by to feehis orders obeyed. 
I cannot leave this picSfure, without taking notice, 
that the unity of time in which it is fuppoied to be 
taken, is very accurately marked out. The horfes 
[dijiulerant) had already torn him in pieces,^ and are 
in the adion of dragging after them the feparated 
parts of the body ; and the neighbouring fhrubs are 
defcribed, as dropping with the blood of the criminal. 
The praet^imperfedt tenfes raptahat and rorabant 
make us actual fpediators of the execution. The fame 
tenfe is generally ufed throughout the poem^ and 
with the fame propriety* 

6th compartment* Porfenna. 

Nee nm Tarquiniuniy &cj *'Porfenna alfo was 
•^ commanding them to receive; the banifhed Tar- 
quin, and was invefiing the city with a mighty 
fiege. The Romans were rufhing to arms in de- 
fence of liberty." 
This may, I think, be exprefled by Porfenna 
fianding below with his army, and throwing out 
his arm, in a commanding manner, to the Romans^ 
who ihould appear on the wall of their city exprefF- 
ing their contempt and i:efolution> by brandifhing 
their fpears at him* 

*2/i 
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7/^ conapartment* Codes and Clella. 

Ulum indignanti Jhmlem^ &c.] *'You might kt 
** him like one burftmg with indignation, and like 
*' one pouring out his threats, that Codes fliould 
** dare to pull down the bridge, and Clelia, having 
•* broken from her bonds> to fwim over the river*** 

Here is another fine attitude for Porfenna^ who 
is ftanding on the fliore of the Tiber, looking with 
rage and indignation on Codes and Clelia 5 the for- 
mer of whom mull be reprcfented as defending 
the Sublician bridge, while bis countrymen are 
breaking it down behind him ; the latter, with the 
other virgins, muft be in the river, and I imagine 
on horfeback^ as it was an equeftrian ftatue which 
Was afterwards raifed to her honour. Livy fays 
nothing, but that fhe paffed the riven 

iih compartment, Manlius. 

In fummo cuftos^ &c.] '' On the higheft part, 
** Manlius, as guardian of the Tarpeian citadel, was 
•* ftanding before the temple, and defending the 
* ** lofty Capitol : And the palace of Romulus was 
*' rough with frdhftraw. And herea filver goofe fly- 
f* ing in the golden portal, was giving notice of 
*' the approach of the Gauls : 7 he Gauls were 
*' juft at hand among the buflies, and were endea- 
*' vouring to take poffeflion of the citadel, fcreened 
by darknefs, and the affiftance of the gloomy 
night. Their hair and beards are gold. They 
fhine in chequer'd garments. Their white necks 
" are clafped round with gold : Each of them 
♦' brandilhes two ajpine fpears in his handj^ and pro- 
*' teQs, his body with a long fliield." 

The poet has, in great meafure, drawn this pi^ure 
for us : A rough kind of rock covered with uirubs, 
through which the Gauls are making their way ^ on 

the 
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the top of it appears the Capitol ; in the portal of 
which Manlius may be placed in arms, as flanck'ng 
ready to receive them ; or, if any of them are advanc-* 
cd high enough, engaging with them :• The gQof(5 
may be drawn fluttering over his: head. Part pf 
Kome may be feen behind, . of which the thatched 
cottage of Romulus muft be tbeneoreil and prin- 
cipal obje£^, 

qth compartment. The Salii and Luperci. 

Hie exultanUs Salios^ &c.] '* Here had he wrought 
*^ the dancing Salii and the. naked Luperci, the 
'^ long, caps tipped • with wool) . and the iHieldt 
** which^ fell from- heavenJ*' 

In order to exprefs this, the falilfliould be drawn 
in ibort cafiocks, bound found them with broad belts^ 
and helmets on their lieadfi. They ihould be dancing^ 
and ftriking^a&oit fliield on their left arnr witK a 
/bear which they hbld intheirrrght.^ The Luperci 
flibuldbie running' naked^ witfe^thiHigi' in their 
hands, as if they were-laihing people as -thiey pzSedi 
If it be necefl&ryto cxprefethe caps, and the ancili^ 
* more ftrongly, a few other prieft^ may bfe drawn 
with' pointed caps tipt with wool, and- the facred 
ihield may appear abbve, as falling from the clouds 
with fome ilrealcs of lightening on each fide of it. * 
I cyA compartment. The matrdns. 

Caflip ducebant^ &c*] "The chafte matrons were 
*• carrying thtir facred ofFcrings through the, city 
*• in foft fitters." 

Ttere are* great difpntes among, the antiquaries 
what thefe pilenta were, in which the matrons were 
carried 5 but I jDhould think they might be reprefent* 
ed by a kind of open fedan chairs, borne on the 
ihoulders offlavcs.' 

lUh compartment; GatiUne. 

JHinc procul oddity Scl "Atardiffancefroiahencc 

"be 
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** he adds too the regions of Tartarus, the deep 
" entrances of hell, the punifhments of wicked- 
*^ nefs, and Thee, O Catiline, hanging from a > 
** threatening rock^ and trembling at the looks of 
** the furies." 

^ There may be fine expreffion in the fituation and ^ 
looks of Catiline, who muft heceffarily be the prin- • 
cipal figure. We may fuppofe him hanging by the 
hands from a rock, which Jje is endeavouring in • 
vain to climb, to avoid the torments which the fu- * 
ries are going to infli(9: upon him. The jutting out 
of the rock'at the top {tmmci) makes his attempt to 
efcape impofllble, * and muft confequently occafion ^ 
thofe agonies of horror and defpalr wrth which he- 
looks back on his tormentors. Ixiofi, Sifyphus, tho 
river'Phlegathoni i^c, from the common piftlire* 
of Tartarus, may furnifli out the reft of the piece. 

I ^th compartment. Cato. 

Secrttofjui'fSoSy -Sc; ***Aft3 the fef)ar4fcd fouls of^ 
*' * the ju#, with Cato, giving laws and inft^uftiofls-* 
<«^ to- them." 

This feemsto requrrc no more than -the common » 
image of a- phrlofopher dilating to an attentive au-^ 
dience; 

lyh compartment. The ffeefs drawn upr 

In rnedio daffes aratat^ &c.] "In the midft you 
*^ might behold braeeii-be&ked fhip^, the' war of 
^'^ ASium ! Ahd you niight fee all Leucate iri an' 
'* hurry; and ready for aAibn, • with the iteet^" 
*^ drawn up in -order- of battle, and the' waves ftftn- 
*'' ing with gold. Oh' oKe fidef was AugAiftiis, lead- 
**' ing hts It&lians to the %h't, with- the fcnate and* 
** people, the greater aftdleflfer'gods,- ard ftanding* 
**" on the lofty poop. Hb temf)leSpd<ir-f(kth adou- 
** blefliamc^- and* hts-piternal^ Iter vp^^^ on his* 

" creft. 
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*' creft. In another part Agrippa, with the winds and 
*'^ gods favouring him, ftands aloft, leading on his 
•^ troops 5 his beaked temples fhine with the naval 
'^ crown, the glorious mark of his fuccefs in war. 

*' On the other fide Antony, with Barbarian 
** forces, and various arms, comes vidtorious from 
** the Eaftern nations, and the fhores of the Red- 
** fea ; and brings with him jEgjj;pt, the ftrengrh 
" of the Eaft, and the fartheft Baftrians. His 
*' ^Egyptian wife (O infamy!) follows cloft 
*^ behind." - 

Here, and indeed in all thefe four compJirtments, 
cVery thing is fo mmutely defcribed, that it cannot 
be neceflary to fay much on the fiibjeft. Auguftus's 
Ihip is the principal figure on one fide, with that- of 
Agrippa a little above; on the other, the ihip of 
Antony muft be the foremoft, and that of Glcopa- 
tfa follow a little behind. The figures of Auguftus 
and Agrippa, . are very parttculariy defcribed ; thofe 
of Antony and Cleopatra are merely a warrior and 
a lady, only they muft be in the moft confpicuous 
parts of their feveraWhips, as well as the heroes above 
mentioned. The painter fhould however take care, 
that the fhips' are of the ancient model, as alfo the 
drefles of his perfonages. The promontory of ieu- 
cate may appear behind. .i 

1 4/i& compartment. The engagement, 

Una omms ruere^ &c.] ** They all rufli together, 
** and the whole fea foams, torn and convulfed wiph 
*^ the dafliing oars, and three-forked beaks of the 
*.' vcflels. You would think the Cyclades, uprooted 
*5 from their foundations, were floating in the fea, 
** or lofty mountains were engaging with moun* 
" tains J witlvfuch weight and violence do the naen 
•* prefs on from the mips fortified with towers. 
V Blazing tow, and fiery weapons^^ are fpread on 
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«* aTl fides. The fields of Neptune grow red with 
** unufiial flaughter. The queen in the midft calls 
** her troops to battle, with her country's fiftrum, 
** nor as yet perceives the fnakcs, which purfije her 
*' clofc behind* Monftrousgods of allkinds,with tjie 
'*' barking Anubis, brandifh their arms agaipft 
** Neptune, Venus, and Minerva. Mars, lcul[p- 
*' turcd in iron, rages in the midft of the conten- 
** tion ; and the furies ftorm from the air. Difco^-d, 
*' in her torn robe, ftalk$ rejoicing, whom Bello^ia 
** follows with her bloody whip/' 

This is a glprious pifture in the poet, but has fo 
many figures in it as to make it extremely difficult 
for a painter to draw. It muft be in general a con- 
fufed fea-fight, and vet many of its parts muft be 
<ttftin<5L The neareft and principal figure of tlie 
piece fliould, I think, be Cleopatra in her fhip, 
eagerly jlriking the fiftrum. The fnakes may be 
twifted in her veil behind, as it floats in the wind. 
The gods on each -fide, muft be among the fhips. 
Neptune, Venus and Minerva, on the iide of Au- 
guftus ; and Anubis, with hi^ doe*s head^ and fome 
of the other monftrous ^ods of £gypt, on the fide 
-of Cleopatra, all armed with fpears, engaging, or 
ready to engage. Mars, Difcord, and Beflona, muft 
be -m the center, and the furies above rn the air. 
One fhip at leaft fhould be diftinguifhed with tow- 
ers, as Virgil has particularly mentioned thenu If 
the painter fhould want room^ he might very well 
])lace Minerva and Venus on the tower of one of 
•the fhips, and Neptune in the front of the piece on 
the Roman fide, juft rifing from the waves, an4 
lurandifbing his trident at the enemy. 

15/^ compartment. The defeat. 

j£lm hei^^mmu &c. J ** The Adtian Apollo T)e« 

** holding 
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*• , holding thefe things, was bending his bow ktm 
** on high ; frighted at which, ^gypt and the Iji- 
^' dians, all the Arabians, and all the Sabaeans, 
**• were turning their back inflight. The queen her- 
f(plf was feeniing to give her fails to the invokicd 
winds^and eagerly letting out the loofened ropes. 
** The god had djrawn her amidft tfhe Slaughter pale 
** as it were, with the forebodings of the death 
** which threatened her, and borne along in her 
** fhip by the waves and wind.. On the other fg!e 
*' had he wrought the Nile . with his vaft body, 
** mpurning^nd ftretching.out the folds of his gar- 
•* ments,.. and. inviting the conquered into his fea- 
** green bofom,. and retii^d rivers,'' 

This is another fine pi£lure, "vtry ilrongly mark- 
ed, and lefs crowded with figures than the former. 
Cleopatra i^agaiQ the ..principal qbjeA, .^d.fhovld 
be drawn in the middle .of the piece, in herfhip,^d 
in the attitude, defccibed above, Orx one, fide is A- 

. polio on the .promontory X)£A,£hu|n,^^^th his bow 
drawn, ^d aiping at, her in. her flight ; On the 

. other Xide the river Nile (with .his 4)ipper. fymbgls, 
the fphynx,^ fcf^j ftretphing .put bi^ arpis^apd gar- 

, ments to receive her. The; x^vt of the ifouted vqifels 
may be dr^wn behind, the people in then? all eager 

. for flight,..^d Jooking b^ck with^^er|:or^^t fhe 

. threatened vengieance .of the g9d. 

I tth compartment. ' The triumph , 

Jt Cajar triplici inveSfuSy < &c.] " Caefar too, 

*' borne thrqugh Rome in a triumph of three days, 

** was confecrating an immortal vow to the gods 

** of Italy, of three hundred vaft temples to be 

** ereftedthrough the whole city. The ftreets were 

" refoundiog with joy, and fpor^s, and applaufcs, 

^*' Altars and choirs -oif (natrons in.? very teniple; 
i - - - ^4 betbre 
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before the altars flain heifers ftrewcd the ground. 

•* He himfelf fitting in the white porch of fhining 

** Phoebus, reviews the fpoiis of the feveral people, 

'*' and fits them to the proud columns. The con- 

'^^^ quered nations march in long rank^^ as various 

^'^ in their habits and .arms, as in th^ir language. 

**' Here Vulcan bad wrought the race of the Noma- 

** des, and the linzoned Africans : Here the Le- 

•** legie, the Carians,' and the. quiver-bearing. Ge- 

'** loni. Euphrates was there, now flowing wiUi 

* ** lefs fwelling waters,:and the Morini the remoteft 
*^ of 'mankind, and the double^horned Rhine, and 
*^ the Dahae unconquerable before, and the Araxe$ 
*' who difdained a bridge," 

The poet, in thefe concluding lines, has launch- 

^ cd out a little farther than ufual, and mixed nar^ 

ration of his own with what .he was dofcribing as 

* reprcfented on the ihidd ;. a liberty very allowable, 
but which muft'be attended. to, if we would frame 

* ^ur pi^ure ivith any unky of time or d^gn. This 
^'being prenrifedy Iwould take no notice .'of the thr^e 
'days tffium]ph, biitformithe pi&ure in the following 
' manner : Caefar,' a$ theprincipal figure, Aiould b& 
' fitting'in^'theporcb of Phoebus (which might ap- 
"pearoiT ene fide} wkh his people about him, Sxipg 

up the fpoiis of -the aonqiseredtotfae piUJlar^,of the 
temple. The vanquifhed nations fhould be pafling, 
as'defcribed' above, in the fore-gJFOund of the pic- 
' ture : 'And, though I know, it was >the cuftomrin 
] the Roman triumphs, to catry the figures of the 
conquered rivers,^ as well as thofe of the deities of 
the countries^ in vehicles or upon mens flioulders, 
yet as they would be loft in a confufed group, the 
painter ipiight, I think, take the liberty of repre- 
fendng the Euphrates, " the Rhine, and the Araxes, 
as allegorical perfonag^s lying down at the bottom, 

and 
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aihJ paying homage !» their conqueror. Their feve^ 
tal fytnbols (hould mark out what they are ; the 
horns of the Rhine are particularly mentioned by 
Virgtl J the palm faranch is the fymbol of the Eu- 
phrates ; and as the Araxes has not, that I know 
of, any diftingurlhing mark, fuppofe> to keep up to 
his chara£^er of pontem inJignatus^ part of a broken 
bridge was' to ftem to fiipport him. 

The reader muft have obferved, that, in order 
to avoid an interruption in the feries of the com- 
partments, I left ottt fome verfes, which the poet 
introduces between the ancient hiftory and the fight 
at A£iium ; aad which are as follows : 

H^c inter tumidi late, &c.J *'In the midft ©f 
' ** thefe the figure of a fwelling feawas flowing wide 
•' in gold ; but the deep was foaming with white 
^^ waves, and round were dolphins in bright fdver, 
'* fporting in circles, and laihing the billows with 
«• their tails, and cutting the tide." 

If ft is neceflary to exprefs this in any other mai;i« 
fier, than as the fea appears in the compartments 
which rdate to this fight, I do not fee how it can 
he hetter done, than by a zone which feparates the 
twelve outer compartments from the four inner, and 
in which a kind of waves may be drawn, and a ie-^~ 
ries of dolphins fporting in them. ^ 

•The Teader may finrf in tiic tyth vol. of the Mem. of 
the Academy of Jnicription^, a DiiTertation, with plates, joijl 
«he &Hi£U> of Virgil, as alfo on thofe of Homer and HeHod, 
read bv the Comte de Caylus, March 30, 1756. a few years 
after tnii difcourfe appealed. See 410 edit. p. ai. 

c 

The End of the Third Voxume. 
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